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MILFORD,  MASS.: 
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1914. 


TREASURER’S  REPORT. 


The  undersigned  Treasurer  of  the  Town  of  Mendon  for 
the  financial  year  ending  January  1,  1914,  respectfully  submits 
an  account  of  his  doings. 

The  Treasurer  debits  himself  with  receiving  the  following 
sums  viz : — 

To  cash  received  from  the  Treasurer  for 

the  year  ending  January  1,  1913.  .  $552  85 

To  cash  received  from  Milford  Savings 

Bank  .  9,075  00 

To  cash  received  from  collector,  1911  281  93 

To  cash  received  from  collector,  1912  1,831  76 

To  cash  received  from  collector,  1913  9,913  74 

To  cash  received  from  collector,  excise 

tax,  Milford  &  Uxbridge  St.  Ry. 

Co .  348  28 

To  cash  received  from  collector,  excise 

tax,  M.,  A.  &  W.  St.  Ry.  Co .  44  07 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Street  Ry.  tax .  295  96 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Public  Service  Corporation  tax.  ...  15  49 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Business  Corporation  tax .  42  56 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

National  Bank  tax .  558  05 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Inspector  of  Animals .  17  88 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

State  Aid  Account .  364  00 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Assistant  High  School .  500  00 
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To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

State  road  account,  1912 .  1,000  00 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

State  road  account,  1913 .  1,000  00 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Income  School  Fund .  1,463  36 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Account  Fire  Apparatus .  90  00 

To  cash  received  from  County  Treas¬ 
urer,  dog  tax .  214  12 

To  cash  received  F.  J.  Dutcher, 

account  supervision  of  schools.  ...  451  39 

To  cash  received  City  of  Boston 

tuition  of  school  children .  36  00 

To  cash  received  Horace  S.  Coleman, 

janitor .  97  50 

To  cash  received  Samuel  A.  Brown, 

pool  table  license .  2  00 

To  cash  received  Daniel  H.  Barnes, 

bowling  alley  license .  10  00 

To  cash  received  Charles  W.  Buck, 

skating  rink  license .  20  00 

To  cash  received  Treasurer  of  Alliance 

room  .  12  00 

To  cash  received  M.  M.  Aldrich  for 

work  done  on  lots  in  old  cemetery  9  45 

To  cash  received  George  L.  Taft  for 

hay  in  cemetery .  10  00 

To  cash  received  F.  M.  Aldrich,  for  old 

junk  .  5  50 

To  cash  received  M.  M.  Moran,  rent 

No.  Ave.  school  house .  30  00 

To  cash  received  S.  Warren  Cook,  auc¬ 
tioneer’s  license .  2  00 

To  cash  received  Town  of  Milford, 

for  support  of  poor .  133  10 

To  cash  received  Mary  A.  Daley, 

merchandise  sold  .  26  50 
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To  cash  received  Charles  A.  Claflin,  ac¬ 
count  State  road .  50  00 

To  cash  received  Public  Library,  fines 

and  book  binding .  9  20 

To  cash  received  F.  G.  Atwell,  school 

supplies  .  2  54 

To  cash  received  W.  A.  Barry,  y2  fees 

hay  scales .  8  60 

To  cash  received  Tree  Warden,  private 

spraying  .  48  75 

To  cash  received  M.  &  U.  St.  Ry.  Co., 

Grove  license,  2  years .  100  00 

To  cash  received,  Town  of  Uxbridge, 

tuition  school  children .  2250 

To  cash  received  Town  of  Bellingham, 
expense  repairing  Charles  River 

bridge  .  50  20 

To  cash  received  unexpended  balance  65  28 

- -  $28,811  56 


The  Treasurer  credits  himself  with  paying  the  following 


sums  viz: — 

By  paying  98  Town  orders .  $12,782  47 

School  department .  2,357  48 

2  notes  new  school  building  650  00 

1  serial  general  expense.  .  .  500  00 

“  1  note  State  road  ac¬ 
count,  1912 .  1,000  00 

Partial  payment  on  State 
road,  $1575 .  1,000  00 

2  notes  anticipation  of  taxes, 

1912  .  1,600  00 

3  notes  anticipation  of  taxes, 

1913  .  4,500  00 

Interest  on  notes .  522  71 

Public  Library,  fines  and 

book  binding .  675 

State  Treasurer,  State  tax  1,360  00 
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By  paying  County  Treasurer,  County 

tax .  618  00 

“  Bureau  of  Statistics .  21  00 

To  cash  on  hand  to  balance .  1,893  15 

-  $28,811  56 

Of  this  balance  $362.43  is  a  part  of  School  Fund  and  is  for 
use  of  the  School  Department. 

The  notes  against  the  town  at  present  are : — 


10  New  school  building  notes,  $500 

each  .  $5,000  00 

10  New  school  building  notes,  $150 

each  .  1,500  00 

4  Serial  notes,  general  expense,  $500 

each  . .  .  2,000  00 

2  Notes  anticipation  of  taxes  for  1913  2,000  00 

1  Note  authorized  special  town  meet¬ 
ing  Nov.  29,  1913  .  1,000  00 

Part  of  note  in  anticipation  of  pay¬ 
ments  by  highway  commission  ...  5  7  5  00 

- -  $12,075  00 


Respectfully  submitted, 

LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 


Mendon,  February  4,  1914. 


Treasurer. 
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AUSTIN  WOOD  RELIEF  FUND. 

Dr. 

To  cash  received  L.  T.  Gaskill,  1912- 
1913,  deposited  in  Milford  Savings 

Bank  .  $931  86 

To  cash  received  deposited  in  Worcester 

County  Institution  for  Savings.  .  .  671  23 

To  cash  received  interest  of  Milford 

Savings  Bank .  37  62 

To  cash  received  interest  of  Worcester 

County  Institution  for  Savings  ...  27  10 

-  $1,667  81 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  two  town  orders .  $100  00 

By  cash  deposited  in  Milford  Savings 

Bank  .  869  48 

By  cash  deposited  in  Worcester  County 

Institution  for  Savings .  698  33 

-  $1,667  81 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 

Treasurer. 


Mendon,  January  2,  1914. 


SELECTMEN’S  REPORT. 


The  Selectmen  submit  the  following  report  of  expenditures 
for  the  municipal  year,  ending  Jan.  1,  1914. 

INCIDENTALS. 

Ballot  Clerks  and  Tellers. 

Alfred  I.  Barrows .  $7  00 

Edward  F.  Blood . 5  00 

John  J.  Driscoll .  5  00 

Arthur  V.  Pond .  2  00 

Edward  A.  Whiting .  7  00 

-  $26  00 

Fire  Department. 

Frank  M.  Aldrich,  carting  and  inspect¬ 
ing  extinguishers  .  $8  50 

Frank  M.  Aldrich,  supplies  and  carting  8  35 

F.  M.  Aldrich,  labor  at  chimney  fires.  .  3  00 

F.  M.  Aldrich,  forest  warden .  2  00 

Hotel  fire,  pay  roll  .  7  30 

Henry  L.  Patrick,  dozen  shovels .  7  25 

S.  A.  Eastman  Co.,  cases .  3  40 

Fred  A.  Davenport,  forest  fire .  1  00 

P.  P.  Cooke  &  Son,  forest  fire,  1909.  .  16  50 


$57  30 

Town  of  Hopedale,  fire  department,  aid 
at  “Whiting,”  “Hotel”  and  “Vogel” 
fires  .  $100  00 


$157  30 


Moth  Scout. 


Frank  M.  Aldrich. . 
Clarence  H.  Moores 
John  Thompson  .  . . 
Charles  S.  Kelly.  . . 


$67  75 
53  00 
1  10 
4  50 

-  $126  35 


$82  86 

37  75 
64 

4  25 

2  90 
2  50 
2  97 

- - -  $133  87 


POLICE. 

T.  Otis  Daffon,  July  3  and  4 .  $3  00 

J.  B.  Driscoll,  July  3  and  4,  two  years.  .  6  00 

J.  J.  O’Neil,  criminal  case .  5  64 

-  $14  64 


TOWN  HALL  BUILDING. 
(Care,  Repair  and  Supplies.) 


Fred  K.  Brown,  supplies .  $3  87 

Horace  S.  Coleman,  janitor .  80  00 

Horace  S.  Coleman,  moving  voting 

booths  and  supplies .  595 

Edward  H.  Taft,  wood .  3  50 

D.  H.  Barnes,  wood .  6  00 


PRINTING. 

Milford  Journal  Company,  printing 

reports,  notices,  stationery,  etc . 

G.  M.  Billings,  printing  voting  lists, 
ballots,  poll  tax  lists,  stationery,  etc. 
Milford  Daily  News,  assessor’s  notice.  . 
A.  W.  Brownell,  assessor’s  blanks  and 

dog  licenses . 

L.  T.  Gaskill,  cash  paid  Hobbs  & 

Warren  . 

Southborough  Print  Shop,  moth  notices 
Hobbs  &  Warren,  blanks  for  collector 
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Lewis  H.  Barney,  coal .  825 

W.  M.  Welch  Company,  100  chairs.  ...  64  50 

Charles  H.  Allen,  lumber  and  labor.  .  127  31 

-  $299  38 


Returning  Births  and  Deaths. 

M.  L.  Griswold,  returning  8  births.  ...  $2  00 

Walter  W.  Watson,  returning  7  deaths  1  75 

James  B.  Edwards,  returning  1  death  25 

-  $4  00 

STREET  LIGHTING. 

Milford  &  Uxbridge  St.  Ry.  Company  $40  00 

-  $40  00 

RECORD  BUILDING. 


Charles  H.  Allen,  labor  and  supplies  $7  00 

Alfred  C.  Eldredge,  labor  and  materials  65  36 

-  $72  36 

Arthur  E.  Brown,  care  of  lawns,  1912  $18  00 

John  M.  Towne,  cutting  trees .  4  00 

Clarence  H.  Moores,  cutting  trees.  ...  15  00 

Frank  M.  Aldrich,  cutting  trees .  18  75 

Frank  M.  Aldrich,  cash  paid  for  draw¬ 
ing  off  tree .  4  00 

Moses  U.  Gaskill,  cattle  inspector.  ...  35  75 

Worcester  County  Abstract  Co.,  assess¬ 
ors’  abstracts .  7  54 

Herbert  J.  George,  insurance .  29  80 

Webb  Pink  Granite  Co.,  town  bound.  .  8  00 

Luchini  &  Manzani,  repairs  on  tomb.  ...  18  50 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  rope .  1  36 

Harry  Taft,  labor  and  materials,  hay 

scales .  37  12 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  cash  paid  for  team 

and  labor  setting  town  bounds.  ...  12  00 
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H.  M.  Curtiss  Coal  Co.,  cement  for  hay 

scales .  6  00 

Erwin  A.  Snow,  care  of  lawns .  15  00 

W.  &  L.  E.  Gurley,  supplies  for  sealer 

of  weights  and  measures .  79  54 

B.  F.  Hartman,  attending  court  “South- 

wick  case” .  10  00 

J.  Stuart  Cox,  cash  paid  watchman, 

“Vogel  fire”  .  1  80 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  cash  paid  375 

stamped  envelopes .  413 

S.  A.  Eastman  Co.,  cases  for  papers.  ...  1  20 

Fred  K.  Brown,  freight  paid,  cartage, 

and  supplies .  1081 

George  M.  Taft,  drawing  materials, 

hay  scales .  3  75 

Leonard  T.  Gaskill,  making  returns 

for  Bureau  of  Statistics .  6  00 

Leonard  T.  Gaskill,  use  of  well,  post¬ 
age,  telephone  tolls  and  carfares.  .  15  40 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  expenses  to  Boston, 
work  on  watering  trough,  attend¬ 
ing  court  “Southwick  case”  tele¬ 


phone  tolls  and  postage .  1357 

J.  Stuart  Cox,  expenses  to  Boston  and 

attending  court  “Southwick  case”  7  00 

W.  A.  Barry,  repairs  on  hay  scales.  ...  8  50 

Charles  H.  Allen,  sealing  scales,  car¬ 
fares,  express  and  postage .  4  87 

Taft  Public  Library,  binding  books.  ...  2  45 

-  $397  84 


TOWN  OFFICERS. 


Nathan  R.  George,  auditor  for  1912.  .  $6  00 

Charles  H.  Allen,  assessor .  95  00 

Charles  A.  Fletcher,  assessor .  70  00 

Samuel  W.  Wood,  assessor .  80  00 
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Charles  H.  Allen,  town  clerk .  118  05 

Leonard  T.  Gaskill,  tax  collector,  1911  100  00 

Leonard  T.  Gaskill,  treasurer .  100  00 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  selectman .  50  00 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  overseer  of  poor.  ...  45  00 

J.  Stuart  Cox,  selectman .  35  00 

J.  Stuart  Cox,  overseer  of  poor .  6  00 

Henry  M.  Burr,  selectman .  30  00 

Henry  M.  Burr,  overseer  of  poor .  6  00 

T.  Otis  Daffon,  constable  and  dog  officer  35  00 

Frank  M.  Aldrich,  tree  warden,  two  years  20  00 

-  $796  05 


STATE  AID  TO  PENSIONERS,  CHAP.  468,  ACTS  OF  1909. 

12  months .  $336  00 

-  $336  00 


REPAIRS  OF  ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 

Order  to  Road  Commissioners .  $1,577  24 

Order  to  Road  Commissioners,  excise 

tax  .  687  55 

Order  to  Road  Commissioners,  state 

road .  2,450  18 

-  $4,714  97 

OLD  CEMETERY. 

Order  to  Marcus  M.  Aldrich .  $99  15 

-  $99  15 

MEMORIAL  DAY. 

Order  to  L.  T.  Gaskill .  $50  00 

-  $50  00 

TAFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

$388  42 


Order  to  Trustees  of  Library 


$388  42 


12 


SUPPORT  OF  POOR. 

Order  to  Overseers  of  Poor .  $991  79 

— -  $991  79 

SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS,  BOOKS  AND  SUPPLIES, 
SUPERINTENDENT,  INCIDENTALS,  TRANSPOR¬ 
TATION  AND  SCHOOL  PHYSICIAN. 

.  $3,825  00 

-  $3,825  00 


TREE  WARDEN. 


Order  to  Tree  Warden .  $309  35 

AUSTIN  WOOD  RELIEF  FUND. 
Two  orders .  $100  00 


$309  35 


$100  00 


MONEY  FROM  STREET  RAILWAY  COMPANIES  TO  BE 
EXPENDED  ON  HIGHWAYS. 


From  State  Treasurer .  $295  96 

From  Milford  &  Uxbridge  St.  Ry.  Co.  348  28 
From  Milford,  Attleboro  &  Woonsock¬ 
et  St.  Ry.  Co .  44  07 


APPROPRIATIONS.  TAX  LEVY  OF 

Support  of  schools .  $3,800  00 

School  Physician .  25  00 

Roads  and  bridges .  1,500  00 

Support  of  Poor .  900  00 

Taft  Public  Library .  300  00 

Interest  .  500  00 

Town  Debt .  1,150  00 

Town  Incidentals .  1,000  00 


$688  31 
1913. 
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Soldiers’  Relief .  50  00 

Street  Lights .  40  00 

Memorial  Day .  50  00 

Extermination  of  Insect  Pests .  300  00 

Suppression  of  Liquor  Selling,  Gamb¬ 
ling,  and  vice .  50  00 

State  Road  at  East  Mendon .  500  00 

Care  and  Improvements  of  Old  Ceme¬ 
tery  .  100  00 

Salaries  of  Town  Officers .  800  00 

- $11,065  00 

APPROPRIATIONS  VOTED  NOV.  29,  1913. 

Town  Incidentals .  $300  00 

Support  of  Poor .  150  00 

-  $450  00 

RECAPITULATION. 

Incidentals . $838  49 

State  Aid  to  Pensioners .  336  00 

Roads  and  Bridges .  2,264  79 

State  Road .  2,450  18 

Schools  .  3,825  00 

Memorial  Day .  50  00 

Poor .  991  79 

Taft  Public  Library .  388  42 

Town  Officers .  796  05 

Printing .  133  87 

Town  Hall  Building .  299  38 

Old  Cemetery .  99  15 

Extermination  of  Insect  Pests .  309  35 

-  $12,582  47 


The  Selectmen  report  the  available  assets  of  the  town  as 


follows : — 

Due  from  the  Town  of  Westboro .  $65  80 

Due  from  State,  Aid  to  Pensioners 

Chap.  468,  Acts  of  1909 .  336  00 
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Due  from  State,  Road  at  East  Mendon  575  GO 
Due  from  Individuals,  Road  at  East 

Mendon .  375  00 

Due  from  Collector  of  Taxes,  1912....  223  31 

Due  from  Collector  of  Taxes,  1913.  ..  .  2,039  57 

Cash  in  Hands  of  Treasurer .  1,893  15 

- —  $5,507  83 


The  liabilities  of  the  town,  so  far  as  known  are  as  follows : — 
Due  Milford  Savings  Bank,  20  notes 


(School  Building  Loan) .  $6,500  00 

Due  Milford  Savings  Bank,  7  notes.  . .  .  5,000  00 

-  $11,500  00 

Net  indebtedness  of  the  Town .  $5,992  17 


LIST  OF  JURORS. 


Name. 

Alfred  I.  Barrows, 
Frederic  P.  Bullard, 
Henry  M.  Burr, 
Andrew  J.  Byrne, 
George  G.  Davenport, 
Edward  F.  Driscoll, 
Moses  U.  Gaskill, 
John  A.  Kelly, 

J.  Franklin  Leonard, 
Edward  B.  Martin, 
George  C.  Philips, 
Edward  A.  Whiting, 
Samuel  W.  Wood, 


Occupation. 

Mechanic. 

Farmer. 

Spindle  Maker. 
Farmer. 

Farmer. 

Mechanic. 

Poultryman. 

Machinist. 

Farmer. 

Chauffeur. 

Plumber. 

Mechanic. 

Carpenter. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  W.  GASKILL, 
J.  STUART  COX, 
HENRY  M.  BURR, 


Feb.  1,  1914. 


Selectmen  of  Mendon. 


COLLECTOR'S  REPORT. 


1911. 


Dr. 

To  balance  uncollected  Feb.,  1913  ... .  $252  64 

Interest  received  .  34  09 


Cr. 


By  cash  paid  Treasurer .  $281  93 

Abatements  .  480 


$286  73 


$286  73 


LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 

Collector  of  Taxes,  1911. 

Mendon,  January  1,  1914. 


1912. 

Dr. 

To  balance  uncollected  Feb.,  1913  .  .  .  $1,979  54 

Interest  received  .  87  53 

-  $2,067  07 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  Treasurer  .  $1,831  76 

Abatements  .  12  00 

Amount  uncollected .  223  31 

-  $2,067  07 

LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 

Collector  of  Taxes,  1912. 


Mendon,  January  10,  1914. 
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1913. 

Dr. 

To  taxes  committed  for  collection  ....  $11,923  81 

Additional  assessments  .  403  27 

Interest  received  .  23  66 

-  $12,350  74 


Cr. 


By  cash  paid  Treasurer .  $10,306  09 

Abatements  .  5  08 

Amount  uncollected  .  2,039  57 


Respectfully  submitted, 


$12,350  74 


LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 

Collector  of  Taxes,  1913. 


Mendon,  January  10,  1914. 


ROAD  COMMISSIONER'S  REPORT. 


The  Road  Commissioners  submit  the  following  report  for  the 
Municipal  Year  ending  Jan.  1,  1914. 

RESOURCES. 

Appropriation .  $1,500  00 

Balance  of  excise  tax,  1912 .  145  78 

Excise  tax  of  1913 .  688  31 

Balance  from  State  Road,  1912 .  27  04 

Town  of  Bellingham,  Charles  River 

Bridge .  50  20 

-  $2,411  33 

EXPENDITURES. 

Alonzo  E.  Brown,  Supt .  $253  71 

Lyman  E.  Wheeler,  labor .  163  00 

Harold  Wheeler,  labor .  182  00 

Daniel  Murphy,  labor .  160  50 

John  M.  Towne,  labor .  87  05 

George  Foster,  labor .  67  10 

James  C.  Bassett,  labor .  33  00 

Eugene  W.  Cole,  labor .  10  63 

Fred  P.  Bullard,  labor .  1985 

Edward  Hall,  labor . 1  85 

John  Carlson,  labor .  1  85 

Angelo  Candileri,  labor  .  185 

Francisco  Deseptis,  labor .  1  85 

Domenico  Deseptis,  labor .  1  85 

Vito  Murgida,  labor .  1  85 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  labor,  tools  and 

cash  paid .  54  85 


$1,042  79 
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J.  Stuart  Cox,  team .  $349  75 

D.  H.  Barnes,  team .  261  55 

William  F.  Irons,  team .  105  75 

Everett  D.  Robinson,  team  .  43  00 

George  M.  Taft,  team .  6  00 

Oscar  Russen,  team .  4  50 

Henry  W.  Whipple,  team .  4  50 


$775  05 


GRAVEL. 


Putman  W.  Taft .  $1  04 

Luther  E.  Taft .  3  28 

Albert  W.  Gaskill .  9  36 

Fred  A.  Davenport .  3  20 

George  G.  Davenport .  10  24 

Joseph  Lamothe .  1  76 

Noah  Brown .  3  68 

Henry  W.  Gaskill .  13  36 

Samuel  W.  Wood .  48 

William  F.  Irons .  1  04 

Caton  J.  Alves .  1  60 

Charles  A.  Fletcher .  9  04 

Wm.  C.  Robinson .  2  00 

Frank  H.  Wood .  4  00 

Milford  &  Uxbridge  St.  Ry.  Co .  157  00 

— -  $221  08 


Wm.  A.  Barry,  snow  plow,  grates  and 

repairs .  32  45 

Henry  L.  Patrick,  dozen  shovels .  7  25 

Charles  A.  Fletcher,  plank .  2507 

Samuel  A.  Brown,  tile .  1  60 

Landscape  Engineering  Co.,  50  lbs. 

dynamite  .  10  50 

Staples  &  Gould,  tile,  tools  and  spikes  17  76 

J.  Stuart  Cox,  labor,  spikes  and  supplies  5  86 

D.  Walter  Gaskill,  railing .  10  50 

Town  of  Milford,  use  of  roller .  27  00 
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P.  P.  Cooke  &  Son,  stringers  and 

plank,  Charles  River  Bridge .  87  88 

-  $225  87 


$2,264  79 

Excise  tax  unexpended .  $146  54 

Excise  tax  expended  on  State  Road  in 

excess  of  the  $2000  appropriation.  .  $25  96 

STATE  ROAD  AT  EAST  MENDON. 

Resources. 

From  State  Highway  Commission.,..  $1,575  00 

From  Town  Appropriation .  500  00 

From  Charles  A.  Claflin .  50  00 

From  Harry  T.  Hayward  et  als .  375  00 

-  $2,500  00 

Expenditures. 

Alonzo  E.  Brown,  Supt.,  labor .  $124  10 

Harold  Wheeler,  labor .  11  10 

Lyman  E.  Wheeler,  labor .  76  78 

James  C.  Bassett,  labor .  55  51 

John  M.  Towne,  labor .  114  58 

Edward  Tancrelle,  labor  .  81  41 

C.  Edward  Knights,  labor .  94  36 

Eugene  W.  Cole,  labor .  80  48 

Leslie  A.  Cole,  labor .  75  86 

Edward  Hall,  labor .  93  43 

Fred  P.  Bullard,  labor .  45  23 

Fred  A.  Wildes,  labor .  68  46 

John  Carlson,  labor .  67  46 

Fred  Gould,  labor .  29  60 

Davis  Gabry,  labor  .  5  55 

Mechard  Smith,  labor .  5  55 

Charles  A.  Brown,  labor .  3  00 

Everett  D.  Robinson,  labor .  1  85 

Henry  Rich,  labor .  1  88 
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Henry  W.  Gaskill,  labor .  125  00 

Angelo  Candileri,  labor .  48  10 

Francisco  Deseptis,  labor .  56  43 

Domenico  Deseptis,  labor .  44  40 

Vito  Murgida,  labor .  44  40 


J.  Stuart  Cox,  team .  $252  00 

William  F.  Irons,  team .  240  75 

Everett  D.  Robinson,  team .  200  25 

Oscar  Russen,  team .  85  50 

Henry  W.  Whipple,  team, .  78  75 


Franklin  W.  Pond,  88  loads  of  stone.  .  $8  80 

Oscar  Russen,  220  loads  of  stone.  ...  22  00 

Abbie  E.  O’Connor,  866  loads  of  gravel  86  60 

D.  Walter  Gaskill,  railing .  1950 

Milford  Journal  Co.,  signs .  1  30 

J.  Stuart  Cox,  lanterns,  oil,  tools, 

and  freight  .  14  18 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  tile .  7678 

Z.  C.  Field,  lumber .  1  90 

C.  E.  White,  sharpening  tools .  3  00 

Staples  &  Gould,  fuse,  caps  and  spikes  2  70 

Henry  Godbeer,  stone  bound .  1  65 


$1,354  52 


$857  25 


$238  41 


$2,450  18 


Respectfully  submitted, 

ALONZO  E.  BROWN, 
HENRY  W.  GASKILL, 
LUTHER  W.  HOLBROOK, 


Mendon,  Feb.  1,  1914. 


Road  Commissioners. 


TREE  WARDEN’S  REPORT. 


Resources. 

Appropriation  .  $300  00 

Private  spraying .  46  25 

-  $346  25 

Expenditures. 

Grasselli  Chemical  Co.,  lead .  $68  85 

Frost  Insecticide  Co.,  hose . 12  00 

Rumsey  &  Co.,  hose .  15  00 

C.  H.  H.  Moulton,  ladder .  625 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  horse .  325 

Chas.  Kelly,  labor .  37  50 

Chas.  Kingsbury,  labor .  30  40 

Ralph  Ledeau,  labor .  31  60 

F.  M.  Aldrich,  labor . 

Cash  paid  for  labor,  team  and  supplies  104  50 

-  $309  35 


Unexpended  .  $39  90 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANK  M.  ALDRICH, 


Tree  Warden. 


REPORT  OF  OVERSEERS  OF  POOR. 


The  Overseers  of  the  Poor  submit  the  following  report  for 
the  municipal  year  ending  Jan.  1,  1914. 

RESOURCES. 

Appropriation  .  $1,05000 

-  $1,050  00 

EXPENDITURES. 

For  the  support  of  three  persons  having 

a  settlement  in  Mendon .  $793  60 

For  the  care  of  a  person  in  Worcester 
City  hospital,  having  a  settlement 

in  Mendon .  80  00 

For  the  burial  of  a  person,  having 

a  settlement  in  Mendon .  32  00 

Doctor’s  bill  for  a  person  having  a 

settlement  in  Mendon .  20  00 

For  the  care  and  burial  of  a  person 

having  a  settlement  in  Westboro.  .  65  80 

For  postage .  39 

-  $991  79 

Balance  .  $58  21 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  W.  GASKILL, 

J.  STUART  COX, 

HENRY  M.  BURR, 

Overseers  of  Poor. 

Mendon,  Feb.  1,  1914. 


REPORT  OF  TOWN  GLERK. 


DOGS  REGISTERED  IN  1913. 


101  male  dogs  .  $202  00 

12  female  dogs  .  60  00 

-  $262  00 

Registration  fees  .  $22  60 

Paid  County  Treasurer .  239  40 

-  $262  00 


BIRTHS  REGISTERED  IN  1913. 


DATE  OF 


PARENTS  WITH  MAIDEN 


BIRTH.  NAME  OF  CHILD. 


NAME  OF  MOTHER. 


1913. 

Jan.  23.  Raymond  Arthur  Miller,  Ernest  F.  and  Elizabeth  McCracken. 

Feb.  15.  Helen  Gould,  Halsey  J.  and  Ethel  M.  Albee. 

Apr.  1.  Olive  May  Wise,  Leon  A.  and  Leta  Wise. 

Apr.  1.  Jesse  Freeman  White,  Edgar  L.  and  Lillian  Freeman. 

Apr.  13.  Mary  Doris  Garmain 

Lamothe,  Joseph  and  Sophia  Lariviere. 


Apr.  19.  Raymond  Wellesley 

Hogarth, 

Apr.  22.  Amelia  Noferi, 

May  8.  Joseph  Frederick  Legue, 
May  25.  Ford  Emory  Hoisington, 
June  23.  Vernon  Alfred  Barrows, 
June  26.  Marion  Flooks, 

July  3.  Joseph  Nere  Bouchard, 
Aug.  3.  Beatrice  Davenport, 

Aug.  4.  Louis  Alfred  Cote, 

Aug.  5.  Ruth  May  Meade, 

Oct.  14.  Helen  Norman, 

Oct.  15.  Helga  Elvera  Carlstrom, 
Oct.  19.  Nellie  Mary  Bresciani, 
Nov.  3.  Norman  Ira  Rogers, 


.John  S.  and  Elizabeth  F.  Smith. 
David  and  Elvira  Grassotti. 

Henry  and  Anna  Langley. 

Ernest  A.  and  Ellen  Ford. 

Roy  A.  and  Florence  E.  Forbes. 
James  E.  and  Dorothy  Osgood. 

Nere  and  Delina  Jacques. 

Frederick  A.  and  Marion  E.  Talbot. 
Alfred  E.  and  Evelyn  L.  F.  Irons. 
Walter  R.  and  Eva  A.  Robinson. 
Pierre  A.  and  Ella  M.  Schriebe. 

Nils  J.  and  Anna  C.  Monson. 
Francesco  and  Carola  Opi. 

Bernard  W.  and  Lottie  A.  Macuen. 
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MARRIAGES  REGISTERED  IN  1913. 


DATE  OF 


MARRIAGE.  NAME  OF  GROOM  AND  BRIDE. 

1913. 

Jan.  18.  Pierre  A.  Norman, 

Ella  M.  Schriebe, 

Feb.  10.  Edward  Douglas  Allen, 

Nancy  Amanda  Taft, 

June  7.  John  William  Graves, 

Ethel  Louise  Morse, 

Sept.  6.  Frederick  Augustus  Snow, 

Louisa  Witherby  Congdon, 

Sept.. 12.  Joseph  Taylor, 

Alice  Genieve  Coffin, 

Nov.  27.  James  Broughey, 

Helen  Agnes  Dubia, 


RESIDENCE. 


Mendon,  Mass. 
Mendon,  Mass. 
Hopedale,  Mass. 
Mendon,  Mass. 
Bellingham,  Mass. 
Mendon,  Mass. 
Mendon,  Mass. 
Mendon,  Mass. 
Mendon,  Mass. 
Mendon,  Mass. 
Mendon,  Mass. 
Uxbridge,  Mass. 


DEATHS  REGISTERED  IN  1913. 


DATE  OF  AGE. 


DEATH.  NAME. 

Y. 

M. 

D. 

1913. 

Jan.  6.  Horace  Corbett  Adams, 

64 

5 

19 

Mar.  11.  Laura  Lorinda  Hunter, 

65 

9 

16 

May  1.  Phoebe  Smith, 

67 

2 

12 

May  11.  Alonzo  L.  Southwick, 

66 

1 

22 

July  2.  Fannie  Palardy, 

38 

0 

0 

July  11.  Maria  Scriven, 

82 

7 

7 

July  23.  Katie  M.  Hoisington, 

50 

1 

11 

Aug.  2.  Mary  Gertrude  Wilber, 

56 

0 

16 

Sept.  3.  Israel  Longley  Barnes, 

88 

3 

15 

Sept.  16.  Curtis  P.  Conant, 

82 

6 

21 

Nov.  21.  Phillip  Sidney  Coffin, 

64 

11 

30 

Nov.  28.  Charles  E.  Curley, 

46 

3 

22 

Nov.  29.  Clark  W.  Fletcher, 

61 

1  • 

2 

Dec.  25.  Sophinian  Washington  Smith, 

83 

0 

28 

If  errors  or  omissions  are  discovered  in  the  list  of  births, 
marriages  and  deaths,  report  them  to  the  town  clerk,  that  the 
record  may  be  corrected.  Section  6  of  Chapter  29  of  the  Revised 
Laws  requires  that  “Parents  within  forty  days  after  the  birth  of  a 
child,  and  every  householder,  within  forty  days  after  a  birth  in  his 
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house,  shall  cause  notice  thereof  to  be  given  to  the  clerk  of  the 
city  or  town  in  which  such  child  is  born.  Every  householder  in 
whose  house  a  death  occurs,  shall,  within  five  days  thereafter, 
cause  notice  thereof  to  be  given  to  the  board  of  health,  or,  if  the 
selectmen  constitute  such  board,  to  the  town  clerk.”  Section  29 
of  Chapter  151  of  the  Revised  Laws  reads  as  follows:  “If  a 
marriage  is  solemnized  in  another  state  between  parties  living  in 
this  commonwealth,  who  return  to  dwell  here,  they  shall,  within 
seven  days  after  their  return,  file  with  the  clerk  or  registrar  of 
the  city  or  town  in  which  either  of  them  lived  at  the  time  of 
their  marriage  a  certificate  or  declaration  of  their  marriage,  in¬ 
cluding  the  facts  relative  to  marriages  which  are  required  by  law, 
and  for  neglect  thereof  shall  forfeit  ten  dollars.” 

Blanks  for  the  return  of  all  vital  records  can  be  obtained 
from  the  town  clerk.  The  past  year  the  Commonwealth  through 
Henry  E.  Woods,  Esq.,  Commissioner  of  Public  Records,  has  re¬ 
paired  and  rebound  the  valuation  and  tax  lists  from  1783  to  1832, 
the  only  cost  to  the  Town  being  the  express  charges. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  H.  ALLEN, 

Town  Clerk. 

Mendon,  January  1,  1914. 


THIRTY-THIRD  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF 


TRUSTEES  OF  THE  TAFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


The  Trustees  of  Taft  Public  Library  herewith  submit  their 
33rd  annual  report. 

This  year  has  seen  the  completion  of  work  that  has  been 
under  consideration  for  some  time.  The  change  in  heating 
plant,  has  added  to  the  floor  space. 

During  the  Spring  season  the  cellar  became  flooded  and  with 
the  water  settling  and  no  outlet,  it  made  a  condition  of  dampness 
that  tended  to  do  injury  to  the  building  and  books.  The  Trus¬ 
tees  decided  it  was  advisable  to  have  a  drain  constructed,  which 
was  done.  This  required  the  outlay  of  money  that  was  not 
anticipated. 

With  other  necessary  repairs  the  sum  to  be  expended  on  the 
usual  second  part  of  year’s  purchase  of  books  was  greatly  reduced. 

The  branch  station  at  AlbeevilleL.  has  been  continued.  We 
desire  to  tender  our  thanks  to  Mrs.  Allen  for  her  kindly  interest 
in  same  in  connection  with  her  school  work. 

The  Trustees  in  behalf  of  the  citizens  wish  to  express  their 
gratitude  for  all  gifts  of  books  and  literature  during  the  past 
year.  We  also  wish  to  express  our  appreciation  of  the  efficient 
work  done  during  the  year  by  our  Librarian,  and  to  thank  all 
the  patrons  for  their  kindly  suggestions  and  help  in  making  the 
year’s  work  a  success. 

EDWARD  F.  BLOOD, 

HENRY  W.  GASKILL, 

EDWIN  L.  WILSON, 

F.  G.  ATWELL, 

EDWARD  F.  DRISCOLL, 

Trustees  Taft  Public  Library. 

January  2,  1914. 
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LIBRARIAN’S  REPORT. 


To  the  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public  Library  : — 

The  library  year  began  Jan.  3,  1913.  The  whole  number  of 
volumes  given  out  during  the  year  was  6,543.  Largest  number 
in  one  week,  166;  smallest  number,  67;  average  number,  126. 
The  volumes  of  fiction  given  out  during  the  year  numbered,  4,01 1 ; 
Magazines,  bound  and  unbound,  1,562  ;  history,  163  ;  travel,  192  ; 
biography,  202;  literature,  95;  useful  and  fine  arts,  149;  natural 
science,  66;  all  others,  103. 

There  are  now  approximately  5,146  volumes  in  the  library- 
142  have  been  added  the  past  year.  Of  these,  14  are  bound 
magazines,  72  were  bought  by  the  town  and  56  were  given,  as 
follows:  Miss  J.  F.  Darling,  24;  Miss  M.  M.  Adams,  5;  Mrs. 
S.  H.  Clary,  4;  Mrs.  A.  R.  Taft,  1;  Secretary  of  Common¬ 
wealth,  17;  E.  F.  Blood,  2 ;  U.  S.  National  Museum,  1;  Utah 
State  Conservation  Committee,  1 ;  Chamber  of  Commerce,  San 
Diego,  Cal.,  1.  Mendon  Historical  Society  gave  one  pamphlet, 
J.  A.  George  Harper’s  Monthly  and  Outing  for  1911-12,  and 
E.  L.  Wilson  and  Miss  Bertha  Franklin  nearly  a  year’s  Outlooks. 

The  library  subscribes  for  McClure’s,  Century,  Everybody’s 
American,  World’s  Work,  National  Geographic,  Technical 
World,  Popular  Electricity,  Baseball,  St.  Nicholas,  Ladies’ 
Home  Journal  and  Woman’s  Home  Companion.  The  Outlook  is 
given  by  E.  F.  Driscoll,  Munsey  and  Youth’s  Companion  by  Mrs. 
G.  H.  Darling,  Atlantic  by  Paul  Williams  and  Little  Folks  by 
Mrs.  A.  R.  Taft. 

198  books  have  been  sent  to  the  Albeeville  school-house  dur¬ 
ing  the  year. 

$6.10  was  received  for  fines. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LENA  W.  GEORGE, 


Mendon,  January  2,  1914. 


Librarian. 
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BOOKS  ADDED  IN  1913. 

Fiction : — 

The  Amateur  Gentleman.  Jeffrey  Farnol. 

The  Begum’s  Daughter,  E.  L.  Bynner. 

The  Blazed  Trail.  S.  E.  White. 

The  Boss.  A.  H.  Lewis. 

Buried  Alive.  Arnold  Bennett. 

The  Calling  of  Dan  M'atthews.  H.  B.  Wright. 

Cease  Firing.  Mary  Johnston. 

The  Christian.  Hall  Caine. 

Corporal  Cameron.  Ralph  Connor. 

The  Doctor’s  Lass,  E.  C.  Booth. 

Down  Our  Street.  J.  E.  Buckrose. 

A  Girl  in  the  Karpathians.  M.  M.  Dowie. 

The  Great  Miss  Driver.  Anthony  Hope. 

The  Heart  of  the  Hills.  John  Fox,  Jr. 

The  Heritage  of  the  Desert.  Zane  Grey. 

The  Inside  of  the  Cup.  Winston  Churchill. 

The  Inviolable  Sanctuary.  G.  A.  Birmingham. 

Judgment  House.  Gilbert  Parker. 

Keeping  Up  With  Lizzie.  Irving  Bacheller. 

The  Lady  and  Sada  San.  Frances  Little. 

Letters  from  a  Son  to  His  Self-Made  Father. 

C.  E.  Merriman. 

The  Lost  Word.  Henry  Van  Dyke. 

The  March  of  the  White  Guard.  Gilbert  Parker. 

Mr.  Achilles.  Jennette  Lee. 

The  Mirror  of  the  Sea.  Joseph  Conrad. 

The  Net.  Rex  Beach. 

The  Night  Riders.  Ridgwell  Cullum. 

The  One  Woman.  Thomas  Dixon,  Jr. 

Pierre  and  His  People.  Gilbert  Parker. 

The  Prodigal  Judge.  Vaughan  Kester. 

Red  Pepper  Burns.  G.  S.  Richmond. 

Rise  of  Roscoe  Paine.  J.  C.  Lincoln. 

Rupert  of  Hentzan.  Anthony  Hope. 

Set  in  Silver.  C.  N.  &  A.  M.  Williamson. 

Shepherd  of  the  Hills.  H.  B.  Wright. 
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The  Simpkins  Plot.  G.  A.  Birmingham. 

Stella  Maris.  W.  J.  Locke. 

Sunny  Stories.  James  Payne. 

The  Stooping  Lady.  Maurice  Hewlett. 

True  Tilda.  A.  T.  Q.  Couch. 

Valiants  of  Virginia.  H.  E.  Rives. 

V.  V.’s  Eyes.  H.  S.  Harrison. 

The  Woman  in  Black.  E.  C.  Bentley. 

Juveniles: — 

Chronicles  of  Avonlea.  L.  M.  Montgomery. 

Colonial  Stories  Retold  From  St.  Nicholas. 

Days  and  Deeds.  B.  E.  Stevenson. 

The  Dutch  Twins.  L.  F.  Perkins. 

Handicraft  for  Handy  Boys,  A.  N.  Hall. 

Harper’s  Handy-Book  for  Girls.  A.  P.  Paret,  ed. 

In  the  High  Valley.  Susan  Coolidge. 

Mary  Cary.  K.  L.  Bosher. 

Nightingale,  Florence.  L.  E.  Richards. 

Old  Mother  West  Wind.  T.  W.  Burgess. 

The  Orcutt  Girls.  C.  M.  Vaile. 

Our  Little  French  Cousin.  Blanche  McManus. 

Our  Little  Indian  Cousin.  M.  H.  Wade. 

Panama,  Past  and  Present.  Farnham  Bishop. 

Peter  and  Wendy.  J.  M.  Barrie. 

Polly  of  Lady  Gay  Cottage.  E.  C.  Dowd. 

Pollyanna.  E.  H.  Porter. 

Rocky  Fork.  M.  H.  Catherwood. 

Stories  of  the  Great  West.  Theodore  Roosevelt. 

Tales  of  the  Red  Children.  A.  F.  Brown  and  J.  M.  Bell. 
Tom  Strong,  Washington’s  Scout.  A.  B.  Mason. 

The  Young  Trailers.  J.  A.  Altsheler. 

When  Mother  Lets  Us  Garden.  Frances  Duncan. 

Non-Fiction: — 

Age  of  Elizabeth.  M.  Creighton. 

The  Automobile.  Robert  Sloss. 

Bird  Life.  F.  M.  Chapman. 

Cleaning  and  Renovating  at  Home.  E.  G.  Osman. 
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Climate  and  Weather  of  San  Diego,  Cal.  F.  A.  Carpenter. 
Constable,  John. 

Dickens,  Charles.  G.  K.  Chesterton. 

Equal  Suffrage.  H.  L.  Sumner. 

French  Revolution.  W.  O.  Morris. 

Handbook  of  Health.  Woods  Hutchinson. 

Heroes  of  the  Storm.  W.  D.  O’Connor. 

History  of  the  People  of  the  U.  S.,  vol.  8.  J.  B.  McMaster. 
Home  Life  in  Germany.  C.  U.  Sidgwick. 

Home  Waterworks.  C.  J.  Lynde. 

How  to  Tell  Stories  to  Children.  S.  C.  Bryant. 

Humanly  Speaking.  S.  M.  Crothers. 

Life  of  the  Spider.  J.  H.  Fabre. 

The  Long  Day.  D.  Richardson. 

Lyrics  of  Sunshine  and  Shadow.  P.  L.  Dunbar. 

Mr.  Dooley  Says.  F.  P.  Dunne. 

My  Mark  Twain.  W.  D.  Howells. 

New  Lives  for  Old.  William  Carleton. 

Picturesque  Hudson.  Clifton  Johnson. 

Seven  Puzzling  Bible  Books.  Washington  Gladden. 
Successful  Houses  and  How  to  Build  Them.  C.  E.  White,  Jr. 
The  Technique  of  Rest.  A.  C.  Brackett. 

Ten  Thousand  Miles  Through  Canada.  Joseph  Adams. 
Vital  Records  of  Carver. 

Vital  Records  of  Duxbury. 

Vital  Records  of  Framingham. 

Vital  Records  of  Hopkinton. 

Vital  Records  of  Hull. 

Vital  Records  of  Newburyport,  vol.  2. 

Vital  Records  of  Sherborn. 

Vital  Records  of  Stow. 

Vital  Records  of  Worthington. 

The  Thompson  Family,  (Pamphlet). 

Records  of  Mass.  Militia,  War  of  1812. 

Harper’s  Magazine,  vols.  1-5,  1850-52. 

Harper’s  Magazine,  vols.  122-125,  1910-12. 

Outing  Magazine,  vols.  57-60,  1910-12. 

Century  Magazine,  vols.  82-84,  1911-12. 
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St.  Nicholas,  vols.  38-39,  1911-12. 

Manuel  for  the  General  Court,  1913. 

26th  Report  of  Mass.  Board  of  Education. 

Acts  and  Resolves  of  Mass.,  1913. 

Municipal  Finances,  Mass.,  1910. 

Journal  of  the  Senate,  1913. 

Journal  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  1913. 
Proceedings  of  Dep’t.  Mass.  G.  A.  R.,  1913. 
Proceedings  of  U.  S.  National  Museum,  1913. 
Britannica  Year  Book,  1913. 

Report  of  Utah  State  Conservation  Committee. 
American  Library  Association  Catalogue,  1904-11. 


FINANCE  COnniTTEE  REPORT 


The  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  Taft  Public 
Library  for  the  year  ending  Jan.  1,  1914. 

Resources. 

Appropriation  .  $300  00 

Balance  from  last  year .  91  25 

Fines  .  6  10 

Selectmen’s  Dept.,  Binding  Annals  and  Town 

Reports  .  2  45 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  Binding  Annals .  75 


$400  55 
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Expenditures. 

Lena  W.  George,  librarian .  $100  00 

E.  F.  Driscoll,  magazines .  1535 

Old  Corner  Book  Store,  books .  68  99 

A.  L.  A.  Publishing  Board  .  1  50 

David  Farquhar,  binding .  38  65 

W.  B.  Clarke  Co.,  books .  225 

H.  W.  Wilson  Co.,  books .  4  00 

Geo.  Barrows,  janitor .  870 

Forrest  T.  Lowell,  janitor .  6  60 

E.  H.  Taft,  fuel .  4  00 

H.  M.  Curtiss  Coal  Co.,  fuel .  8  00 

Mrs.  Wm.  Smith,  carrying  books  to 

Albeeville  .  5  00 

F.  K.  Brown,  supplies .  378 

E.  L.  Wilson,  labor  and  supplies .  2  50 

Dustbane  Mfg.  Co.,  broom .  3  82 

Luchini  &  M'anzani,  repairs  ( laying  new 

drain)  .  38  36 

Remick  Furniture  Co.,  furnace .  49  75 

Express  on  books .  1  40 

F.  M.  Aldrich,  repairs  and  supplies.  ...  25  77 

Balance  on  hand .  12  13 

-  $400  55 

Respectfuly  submitted, 

EDWARD  F.  BLOOD, 

EDWARD  F.  DRISCOLL, 


Finance  Committee. 


AUDITOR’S  REPORT. 


I  have  examined  the  accounts  of  all  the  Town  Officers  who 
have  received  or  disbursed  funds  belonging  to  the  Town  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  January  1,  1914,  and  find  them  correctly  kept 
and  with  proper  vouchers. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


GEO.  M.  TAFT. 

Auditor. 


Mendon,  Feb.  17,  1914. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


OF  THE 


TOWN  OF  MENDON 

FOR  THE 


SCHOOL  YEAR  1913-14 


MILFORD,  MASS. : 
Milford  Journal  Co.,  Printers, 


ORGANIZATION  OF 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  1913-14. 


EDWARD  F.  BLOOD,  (Chairman) 
HENRY  W.  GASKILL,  (Secretary) 
LYMAN  COOK, 


Term  expires  1914 
Term  expires  1915. 
Term  expires  1916 


Superintendent. 
F.  G.  ATWELL. 


Truant  Officers. 

GEORGE  A.  PARKINSON,  LYMAN  COOK, 

F.  G.  ATWELL. 


8GH00L  COMMITTEE’S  REPORT. 


The  School  Committee  submit  the  following  report  for  the 
year  ending  January  1,  1914. 

RESOURCES. 

Appropriation  .  $3,800  00 

Appropriation  for  School  Physician.  ..  25  00 

From  State  of  Massachusetts,  school 

fund  .  1,463  36 

From  State  of  Massachusetts,  superin¬ 
tendent  .  451  39 

From  State  of  Massachusetts,  Assistant 

in  High  School .  500  00 

From  County  Treasurer,  (dog  tax)  ...  214  12 

From  City  of  Boston,  tuition .  36  00 

From  Town  of  Uxbridge,  tuition....  22  50 

From  M.  M.  Moran,  rent  of  North 

Avenue  building  .  30  00 

From  books  and  supplies  sold .  2  54 

Balance  from  last  year .  280  41 

-  $6,825  32 

EXPENDITURES. 

Teachers’  salaries .  $3,508  99 

Superintendent .  636  60 

Care  of  buildings .  339  50 

Fuel .  484  75 

Transportation .  949  46 

Text  books  and  supplies .  312  46 

Incidentals  .  231  13 

-  $6,462  89 


Balance 


$362  43 
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Teachers. 

M.  Claude  Moore .  $900  00 

Lucy  I.  Davis .  314  99 

Ruby  L.  Mead .  200  00 

Flora  A.  Duran .  264  00 

Mabelle  Carlon .  180  00 

Lois  A.  Congdon .  370  00 

Mary  E.  Dudley .  438  50 

Lena  Williams .  370  00 

Alice  G.  Coffin .  209  00 

Mrs.  Sumner  Allen .  142  50 

Frank  H.  Lowell .  120  00 

-  $3,508  99 

Superintendent. 

F.  G.  Atwell  .  $636  60 

Received  from  State .  451  39 


Net  cost  to  the  town .  $185  21 

Care  of  Buildings. 

George  A.  Parkinson .  $300  00 

Georgianna  Cook .  21  00 

Alice  G.  Coffin .  5  50 

Leon  Wise .  13  00 

-  $339  50 

Transportation. 

Leonard  E.  Taft .  $296  00 

J.  Franklin  Leonard .  444  00 

Milford  &  Uxbridge  St.  Ry.  Co .  164  71 

Giovanni  Cassiani .  40  00 

C.  E.  Pinkham .  4  75 


$949  46 
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Fuel. 


Albeeville.  Philip  S.  Coffin .  $2  25 

Albeeville.  S.  A.  Eastman  Co .  50 

Albeeville.  Henry  W.  Gaskill .  1  00 

-  $3  75 

East  Mendon.  L.  F.  Thayer .  $3  00 

East  Mendbn.  Milford  Coal  Co .  16  00 

East  Mendon.  J.  Stuart  Cox .  13  00 

-  $32  00 

Center.  C.  A.  Fletcher .  $10  00 

Center.  D.  H.  Barnes .  2  00 

Center.  Milford  Coal  Co .  437  00 

-  $449  00 


$484  75 

Text  Books  and  Supplies. 


American  Book  Co .  $57  96 

Ginn  &  Company .  42  11 

D.  C.  Heath  &  Co .  18  84 

Edward  E.  Babb  &  Co .  34  76 

Oliver  Ditson  Company  .  6  60 

J.  L.  Hammett  Co .  80  62 

Chicago  Apparatus  Company .  41  10 

F.  G.  Atwell .  695 

Houghton  Mifflin  Company .  1  88 

Dustbane  Mfg.  Company .  765 

F.  J.  Barnard  &  Co .  7  15 

J.  J.  Gibbs .  6  00 

Scott  Foresman  &  Co .  84 

-  $312  46 

Incidentals. 

Frank  Read,  tuning  piano .  $2  00 

F.  G.  Atwell,  cash  paid,  telephone,  ex¬ 
press,  repairs,  carfares,  sup¬ 
plies,  etc .  31  64 

Z.  C.  Field,  lumber,  East  Mendon .  6  40 
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A.  C.  Eldredge,  putting  up  flag  rope.  .  .  4  00 

P.  John  Hoberg,  bag  of  fertilizer.  ...  1  75 

H.  C.  Forbes,  lettering  diplomas....  2  25 

Mrs.  L.  E.  Williams,  use  of  well .  3  00 

Geo.  A.  Parkinson,  cleaning  building, 

oiling  floors,  etc .  41  00 

M.  Claude  Moore,  traveling  expenses.  .  1  33 

Edward  T.  Powers,  repairing  pump  .  .  4  00 

Jacob  R.  Brown,  repairing  desks....  1  75 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  cleaning  chimney, 

district  meeting,  and  postage....  3  37 

George  E.  Thayer,  use  of  well,  1911, 

1912,  1913 .  9  00 

Eldredge  &  Son,  paint,  oil,  etc .  10  14 

Fred  K.  Brown,  cartage  and  supplies.  .  3  47 

Avery  &  Woodbury  Co.,  curtains,  cords, 

etc . 15  53 

Lyman  Cook,  taking  school  census,  dis¬ 
trict  meeting,  and  labor  and 

supplies .  17  25 

Milford  Journal  Co.,  printing .  12  55 

Clark  Ellis  &  Co.,  labor  and  supplies, 

repairing  pump,  etc .  24  97 

Joseph  H.  Dudley,  labor  at  graduation  2  00 

Albert  E.  Kingsbury,  painting  and 

papering  .  1498 

Remick  Furniture  Co.,  chairs  .  7  50 

Edward  F.  Blood,  district  meeting.  ...  1  25 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  secretary  of 

committee  .  10  00 

-  $231  13 

Respectfully  submitted, 

EDWARD  F.  BLOOD, 

HENRY  W.  GASKILL, 
LYMAN  COOK, 

School  Committee, 


Feb.  1,  1914. 


SUPERINTENDENT’S  REPORT. 


To  the  School  Committee  of  Mendon  : — 

The  twentieth  annual  report  of  the  superintendent  of  schools 
is  herewith  presented : 

TEACHERS. 

The  present  school  year  opened  with  three  new  teachers.  All 
of  the  resignations  were  justified  by  good  and  sufficient  reasons. 
The  marriage  of  Miss  Coffin  explains  her  resignation.  Miss 
Duran  was  offered  a  school  in  her  home  town  where  she  could 
live  with  her  widowed  mother.  Duty  as  well  as  inclination  im¬ 
pelled  her  to  accept.  Miss  Davis  was  elected  to  a  position  in 
Wareham  where  not  only  was  the  salary  larger  but  the  profession¬ 
al  advantages  greater.  While  we  thus  lost  three  good  teachers, 
their  successors  have  carried  on  the  work  very  satisfactorily  in 
each  case. 

HIGH  SCHOOL  COURSES. 

The  length  of  the  traditional  high  school  course  has  always 
been  four  years,  but  there  is  nothing  sacred  about  the  number  four 
and  traditions  are  not  necessarily  binding.  A  thing  is  bad  just  as 
soon  as  it  prevents  or  delays  the  introduction  of  something  better. 

It  is  quite  possible  that  in  some  cases  a  three-year  or  a  five- 
year  course  is  much  better  than  the  regular  four-year  course.  The 
Massachusetts  Commissioner  of  Education  and  others  of  high 
professional  standing  favor  some  arrangement  whereby  a  high 
school  student  may  be  graduated  in  three,  four,  or  five  years, 
depending  upon  health,  strength,  ambition,  heredity,  environ¬ 
ment,  and  previous  preparation.  Their  plan  is  to  divide  the 
work  of  the  high  school  into  “unit  or  half-unit  courses,”  and  a 
unit  is  defined  as  representing  “a  year’s  study  in  any  subject  in 
a  secondary  school,  constituting  approximately  a  quarter  of  a  full 
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year’s  work.”  According  to  this  plan  a  student  who  carries  five 
unit  courses  for  three  years,  four  unit  courses  for  four  years,  or 
three  unit  courses  for  five  years  would  be  entitled  to  a  diploma. 

There  is  a  certain  elasticity  in  the  above  arrangement  which 
makes  it  possible  to  adjust  the  work  to  the  needs  of  three  dis¬ 
tinct  types  of  students — those  whose  natural  rate  of  progress  is 
comparatively  rapid,  those  who  move  at  about  the  average  rate, 
and  those  who  ought  to  go  slowly.  It  is  probable  that  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  pupils  will  continue  to  require  four  years  to  complete 
the  work  of  the  high  school.  On  the  other  hand  we  have  already 
had  two  cases  where  the  pupil  has  gained  time,  and  this  without 
any  deterioration  in  the  quality  of  their  work.  We  should  not 
lose  sight  of  the  fact,  however,  that  others  should  spend  five 
years  in  the  high  school  in  order  to  properly  complete  the  work 
required  for  a  diploma,  and  to  grant  a  diploma  to  a  pupil  who 
has  not  properly  completed  the  required  work  is  very  much  like 
calling  fifteen  ounces  a  pound. 

There  is  an  important  factor  entering  into  this  problem 
of  how  long  a  pupil  should  remain  in  our  high  school  which  is 
in  danger  of  being  overlooked.  We  have  but  eight  years  in  the 
grades,  still  we  continue  to  admit  children  at  the  age  of  five 
years,  a  year  younger  than  is  customary.  Most  towns  maintaining 
an  eight-year  course  in  the  elementary  schools  do  not  admit  child¬ 
ren  until  they  are  six  years  of  age,  and  then  it  requires  the  ser¬ 
vices  of  eight  teachers  to  prepare  them  for  the  high  school.  We 
expect  three  teachers  to  do  this  same  work  and  get  the  pupils  ready 
for  the  high  school  a  year  earlier.  I  do  not  see  how  it  is  pos¬ 
sible  to  do  this  in  all  cases.  Not  all  pupils  mature  early  enough 
or  rapidly  enough  to  accomplish  so  much  at  so  early  an  age. 
In  view  of  the  fact  that  more  exacting  requirements  are  being 
imposed  upon  us  each  succeeding  year,  I  fear  we  shall  be  com¬ 
pelled  to  advance  the  age  of  admission  for  all,  or  expect  some 
to  remain  in  the  high  school  five  years. 

Stamp  Saving. 

The  stamp  savings  sytsem  which  was  recommended  last  year 
is  now  in  successful  operation.  The  initial  expense  was  less  than 
fifteen  dollars,  half  of  which  was  borne  by  the  Woman’s  Christian 
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Temperance  Union  and  the  remainder  by  the  school  department. 
The  pupils  take  kindly  to  the  plan,  and  already  quite  a  sum  of 
money  has  been  saved. 

The  Cost  of  Education. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  expenditures  for  education  are 
very  heavy,  constituting  about  one-third  of  the  municipal  expens¬ 
es  of  the  average  town  or  city.  Furthermore  the  cost  of  educa¬ 
tion  is  rapidly  increasing.  It  has  almost  doubled  in  the  United 
States  during  the  last  ten  years.  That  the  people  of  this  country 
voluntarily  tax  themselves  so  heavily  is  highly  creditable,  and 
shows  how  deeply  they  appreciate  the  advantages  of  an  education. 
It  is  a  significant  fact  that  the  states  that  expend  the  most  for 
education  are  the  most  prosperous.  It  is  also  true  that  the 
average  earning  power  of  individuals  increases  in  proportion  to 
their  education.  To  be  in  harmony  with  the  spirit  and  tendency 
of  the  times  and  to  meet  urgent  local  needs,  it  will  be  necessary 
for  Mendon  to  increase  the  appropriation  for  schools  in  the  very 
near  future. 


The  Good  Old  Times. 

As  has  been  previously  stated  the  majority  of  people  bear 
the  increased  burden  of  expense  for  public  education  cheerfully, 
but  occasionally  some  one  expresses  a  longing  for  the  good  old 
times.  It  is  not  easy  to  obtain  the  data  for  a  careful  and  com¬ 
plete  comparison  of  the  new  and  the  old  in  education.  Fortu¬ 
nately  there  were  discovered  some  years  ago  in  the  city  of  Spring- 
field,  Mass.,  several  sets  of  examinations  with  complete  answers 
by  the  pupils  of  1846.  During  the  past  few  years,  these  same 
tests  have  been  submitted!  in  a  large  number  of  schools,  and 
the  results  have  almost  invariably  shown  the  superiority  of  the 
schools  of  today,  even  in  the  three  R’s.  The  following  quota¬ 
tion  from  a  city  in  the  Middle  West  bears  directly  upon  this  sub¬ 
ject.  “The  largest  number  of  books  read  with  expression  and 
interest  in  each  of  five  first  grades  was  twenty-nine  and  the  low¬ 
est  twenty-four.  The  highest  number  in  the  second  grades  was 
thirty-four  and  the  lowest  thirty.”  Probably  there  was  not  a 
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city  in  the  country  fifty  years  ago  that  owned  half  so  many  dif¬ 
ferent  readers  for  first  and  second  grades,  and  if  a  child  read  one 
book  a  year  he  was  doing  well. 

I  happen  to  have  quite  a  number  of  text-books  used  by  a 
former  generation  together  with  some  used  at  the  present  time. 
The  difference  between  them  is  perfectly  surprising.  They  are 
no  more  alike  than  a  broadax  and  a  band-saw.  The  usefulness 
of  the  old  style  of  text-book  to  either  pupil  or  teacher  can  hardly 
be  compared  with  that  of  the  books  used  now,  and  the  results 
could  not  possibly  have  been  nearly  so  satisfactory. 

Law  Relating  to  Vaccination. 

Most  of  the  parents  have  cheerfully  complied  with  all  legal 
requirements  as  to  vaccination.  The  very  few  who  have  not 
probably  do  not  clearly  understand  the  situation.  The  law  reads 
as  follows: — 

“A  child  who  has  not  been  vaccinated  shall  not  be  admitted 
to  a  public  school  except  upon  presentation  of  a  certificate 
granted  for  cause  stated  therein,  signed  by  a  regular  practising 
physician  that  he  is  not  a  fit  subject  for  vaccination.” 

It  will  be  observed  that  it  is  not  a  personal  consideration  with 
the  school  officials.  They  have  no  option  in  the  matter.  Their 
personal  opinions  as  to  the  wisdom  of  the  law  or  the  merits  of 
vaccination  have  no  bearing  upon  the  case.  The  law  distinctly 
states  that  a  child  who  has  not  been  vaccinated  shall  not  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  attend  school  unless  he  presents  a  certificate  of  exemp¬ 
tion.  If  the  law  is  just,  it  should  be  impartially  enforced.  If  un¬ 
just,  it  should  be  repealed. 

The  summer  vacation  seems  to  be  the  natural  and  proper 
time  to  have  children  vaccinated.  If  attended  to  then,  children 
are  ready  for  school  when  it  opens.  Otherwise  their  attendance 
is  interrupted  and  their  work  suffers  some  loss. 

School  Attendance  and  Employment  Laws. 

Radical  changes  in  the  laws  relating  to  school  attendance 
and  the  employment  of  minors  went  into  effect  the  first  of  Sep¬ 
tember.  A  few  of  the  most  important  requirements  of  the  new 
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laws  may  be  of  interest  to  parents.  For  lack  of  space  all  ex¬ 
ceptions  and  details  are  omitted.  In  a  general  way  it  may  be 
stated  that  all  children  between  seven  and  fourteen  years  of  age. 
of  sound  mind  and  healthy  body,  are  required  to  attend  school  all 
the  time  the  schools  are  in  session.  A  child  between  fourteen 
and  sixteen  years  of  age  must  either  attend  school  or  be  regular¬ 
ly  employed  at  least  six  hours  per  day.  He  is  not  free  to  loaf  dur¬ 
ing  these  two  years  as  formerly.  Between  these  years  he  cannot 
leave  school  to  engage  in  profitable  employment  at  home  with¬ 
out  the  written  permission  of  the  superintendent  of  schools.  A 
minor  between  sixteen  and  twenty-one  years  of  age,  who  cannot 
read,  write,  and  spell  in  the  English  language  as  proficiently  as 
pupils  who  have  completed  the  fourth  grade,  cannot  be  lawfully 
employed  unless  he  regularly  attends  evening  school  if  one  is  main¬ 
tained  in  town. 

The  laws  relating  to  employment  are  closely  associated  with 
those  relating  to  attendance.  Some  of  the  salient  features  of  the 
former  are  as  follows : — 

The  employment  of  all  children  under  fourteen  years  of  age 
is  forbidden  during  school  hours  and  before  half-past  six  in 
the  morning  or  after  six  o’clock  at  night.  The  employment  of 
children  under  fourteen  years  of  age  for  wages  is  restricted  to 
a  very  few  occupations  and  to  vacations,  holidays,  and  to  about 
two  hours  before  school  in  the  morning  and  two  hours  after 
it  closes  at  night.  No  minor  over  fourteen  and  under  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  even  if  married,  can  be  employed  in  a  “factory, 
workshop,  manufacturing,  mechanical,  or  mercantile  establish¬ 
ment”  without  first  securing  an  employment  certificate.  Children 
between  fourteen  and  sixteen  if  employed  in  “factories,  workshops, 
manufacturing,  mechanical  or  mercantile  establishments,  barber 
shops,  bootblack  stands,  public  stables,  garages,  brick  or  lum¬ 
ber  yards,  telephone  exchanges,  telegraph  or  messenger  offices, 
construction  or  repair  of  buildings,  or  in  any  contract  or  wage¬ 
earning  industry  in  tenement  or  other  houses,  may  work  not  more 
than  eight  hours  in  any  one  day,  six  days  in  any  one  week  and 
forty-eight  hours  in  any  one  week,  and  may  not  work  before  6.30 
A.  M.  or  after  6  P.  M.” 

Children  under  sixteen  years  of  age  are  forbidden  to  operate 
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or  assist  in  operating  dangerous  machinery.  They  shall  not  be 
employed  in  a  public  bowling  alley,  pool  or  billiard  room,  “nor 
in  stripping,  assorting,  manufacturing  or  packing  tobacco.” 

Conclusion. 

There  is  so  much  to  be  learned,  so  many  mistakes  to  be  cor¬ 
rected,  so  many  improvements  to  be  made,  that  it  is  not  always 
easy  to  be  patient  with  the  slow  rate  of  progress  achieved,  and 
yet,  when  all  are  working  faithfully,  it  is  unkind  to  be  impatient. 
In  closing  I  want  to  mention  a  few  things  upon  which  we  cannot 
lay  too  much  stress. 

Studious  habits  upon  the  part  of  the  pupils  are  at  the  very 
foundation  of  all  education.  This  implies  that  the  child  possesses 
an  abundance  of  intelligent  curiosity;  that  he  will  pry  into  a 
matter  purely  for  the  joy  of  knowing;  that  he  will  voluntarily  use 
his  dictionary  and  atlas  and  any  work  of  reference  to  which  he 
may  have  access. 

Common  sense  is  the  most  uncommon  kind  of  sense  in  the 
world,  and  no  child  or  adult  ever  has  too  much  of  it.  We  should 
emphasize  this  more  than  mere  book  knowledge.  The  boy  who 
wrote,  “The  big  iron  bridge  on  top  of  the  hill  was  burned  last 
night,”  was  sadly  lacking  in  both  imagination  and  common  sense. 

General  information  on  the  part  of  the  pupils  should  receive 
more  encouragement.  When  we  learn  to  give  a  child  due  credit 
for  his  “knowledge  never  learned  of  schools,”  he  may  take  more 
kindly  to  the  dates  and  data  contained  in  the  text-books. 

An  intelligent  interest  in  life  and  its  activities  lies  at  the 
foundation  of  all  training  for  good  citizenship.  It  is  the  basis 
of  “Community  Civics”  which  is  just  now  receiving  so  much 
attention.  It  will  lead  the  child  to  read  the  daily  papers,  to 
learn  more  about  his  own  town,  and  to  compare  local  conditions 
with  those  more  remote. 

The  power  of  expression  is  necessary  to  make  the  child’s  edu¬ 
cation  of  the  greatest  use  to  him.  It  may  be  true  that  a  child 
sometimes  knows  more  than  he  can  tell,  but  it  is  unsafe  for  him 
to  expect  to  get  much  credit  for  it.  Every  child  should  acquire 
a  vocabulary  rich  enough  and  full  enough  to  express  all  his 
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knowledge  accurately  and  completely.  Then  he  needs  a  language 
conscience  which  will  impel  him  to  use  the  best  English  he  knows 
and  to  strive  constantly  to  improve  it. 

I  have  mentioned  five  things  which  both  teachers  and  parents 
should  endeavor  to  impress  upon  children  as  to  the  real  funda¬ 
mentals  in  education — studious  habits,  common  sense,  general  in¬ 
formation,  an  intelligent  interest  in  life  and  its  activities,  and  a 
command  of  English. 

With  sincere  gratitude  for  the  kindness  and  co-operation  of 
teachers,  parents,  and  committee,  this  report  is 

Respectfully  submitted, 

F.  G.  ATWELL, 
Superintendent  of  Schools. 


Feb.  2,  1914. 
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FRANK  HASTINGS  LOWELL. 

August  26,  1864 — January  27,  1914. 

Though  called  from  his  work  suddenly  and  prematurely,  Mr. 
Lowell  had  labored  long  enough  to  make  a  profound  impression 
upon  all  who  knew  him.  Hundreds  of  public  school  children  will 
gratefully  remember  the  earnestness  with  which  he  strove  to  im¬ 
part  to  them  the  rudiments  of  the  art  he  loved  so  well.  Scores  of 
private  pupils  will  miss  the  more  personal  relation  of  teacher  and 
pupil.  Church  choirs  and  music  lovers  not  a  few  will  feel  keen¬ 
ly  the  loss  to  the  profession. 

His  was  a  life  that  furnished  many  an  example  worthy  of 
imitation.  The  qualities  exhibited  in  obtaining  his  musical  edu¬ 
cation,  the  whole-hearted  manner  in  which  he  used  it  in  the  service 
of  others,  his  high  ideals  of  excellence,  and  his  firm  belief  that 
education  is  life-long  are  characteristics  which  any  young  per¬ 
son  would  do  well  to  copy. 
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TEACHERS  AND  SALARIES,  DECEMBER,  1913. 


SCHOOLS. 

TEACHERS. 

SALARIES 

PER 

MONTH. 

PREPARATION. 

High, 

M.  Claude  Moore, 

$90  00 

Colby  College. 

Assistant, 

Ruby  L.  Mead, 

50  00 

Mt.  Holyoke  College. 

Grammar, 

Mabelle  Carlon, 

48  00 

Castine  Normal. 

Intermediate, 

Lois  Congdon, 

40  00 

Framingham  Normal. 

Primary, 

Mary  Dudley, 

48  00 

Mendon  High  School. 

East  Mendon, 

Lena  Williams, 

40  00 

Unadilla  Training  School. 

Albeeville, 

Maria  Allen. 

38  00 

Wareham  High  School. 

Music, 

•Frank  H.  Lowell, 

Holt  Normal. 

*Died  Januury  27,  1914. 


SCHOOL  CALENDAR,  1913-1914. 


SCHOOLS. 

SCHOOL 

FALL 

TERM. 

WINTER  TERM. 

SPRING  TERM. 

YEAR. 

OPENS. 

CLOSES. 

Opens. 

Closes. 

Opens. 

Closes. 

High  School, 
Grades, 

40  weeks. 
36  weeks. 

1913 
Sept.  2 
Sept.  8 

1913 
Dec.  19 
Dec.  19 

1913 
Dec.  29 
Jan.  5 

1914 
Mar.  27 
Mar.  20 

1914 
Apr.  6 
Apr.  6 

1914 
June  19 
June  12 

Holidays : — 

Labor  Day,  October  12,  Thanksgiving  Day  and  Friday  fol¬ 
lowing,  February  22,  April  19,  and  May  30. 


SCHOOL  CALENDAR,  1914-1915. 


SCHOOLS. 

SCHOOL 

FALL 

TKRM. 

WINTER  TERM. 

SPRING  TERM. 

YEAR. 

Opens. 

Closes. 

Opens. 

Closes. 

Opens. 

Closes. 

High  School, 
Grades, 

40  weeks. 
36  weeks. 

1914 
Sept.  8 
Sept.  14 

1914 
Dec.  18 
Dec.  18 

1914 
Dec.  28 
Jan.  4 

1915 

March  26 
March  19 

1915 
April  6 
April  5 

1915 
June  25 
June  18 

Holidays : — 

Labor  Day,  October  12,  Thanksgiving  Day  and  Friday  fol¬ 
lowing,  February  22,  April  19,  and  May  30. 


STATISTICAL  TABLE,  SEPTEMBER,  1912,  TO  JUNE,  1913. 
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ROLL  OF  HONOR  1912-1913 


TWENTY-FOUR  TERMS. 

High  School — Gladys  Blood. 

FIVE  TERMS. 

Intermediate — Ethel  Barnes. 

FOUR  TERMS. 

High  School — Edith  Hoberg. 

Grammar — Lloyd  Whiting. 

East  Mendon — Winsor  Thayer. 

THREE  TERMS. 

Grammar — Ethel  Eldredge,  Carl  Halsing,  Charles  Gillis. 
East  Mendon — Marjorie  Bullard,  Myla  Thayer. 

FALL  AND  WINTER  TERMS. 

High  School — Minnie  Daffon. 

Grammar — Martina  Barry,  Joseph  Northrop. 

Primary — Charlotte  E.  Marlow,  Louville  B.  Walker,  Etta 
A.  Thompson. 


FALL  AND  SPRING  TERMS. 

Grammar — Esther  Eldredge,  H ermine  Knight. 

Intermediate — Ella  Springer,  Hester  Springer,  Lora 
Thompson. 

Primary — Nettie  I.  Holbrook. 

East  Mendon — Ralph  Cook,  Horace  Thayer,  Reginald  Cook. 
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WINTER  AND  SPRING  TERMS. 

Intermediate — Carlton  Goss. 

Primary — Donald  B.  Lowell. 

FALL  TERM. 

High  School — Raymond  Matthewson,  Harold  Rogers,  Leon¬ 
ard  Burr. 

Intermediate — Irene  Modig,  Bertha  Miller,  Catherine  Dacey, 
Robert  Hogarth,  Phyllis  Whiting,  Lillian  Metcalf. 

Primary — John  Broughey,  Olga  Carlstrom,  Carrie  A.  Miller, 
Ernest  F.  Miller. 


WINTER  TERM. 

High  School — Moses  Coleman,  Benjamin  Eldredge,  Ruth 
Holbrook. 

Grammar — Marion  Steere. 

Intermediate — Agnes  Broughey,  Mary  McDonald,  Maude 
Broughey. 

Primary — Fred  K.  Thompson. 

SPRING  TERM. 

Intermediate — Elsie  Lord. 

Primary — Edward  Goss. 

East  Mendon — Dorothy  McTurk. 


Graduation  Exercises  of  the 

MENDON  HIGH  SCHOOL, 

AT  THE 

Unitarian  Church,  Friday  Evening,  June  20,  1913 . 


Processional  March, 

MR.  FRANK  H.  LOWELL. 

Prayer, 

REV.  F.  R.  LEWIS. 

Song,  “Gloria,”  Mozart 

HIGH  SCHOOL  CHORUS. 

Essay,  “What  Arbitration  Means  to  the  World,” 

GEORGE  MlETCALF  BARROWS. 

Essay,  “Thomas  Edison,  Inventor,” 

CORINNE  WOOD. 

Class  History, 

HELEN  HOWARD  HOLBROOK. 

Song,  “The  Storm-Fiend,”  Roeckel 

HIGH  SCHOOL  CHORUS. 

Essay,  “Agriculture  as  a  Lifework,” 

MARGARET  JANET  McTURK. 

Reading,  “Longfellow,”  John  D.  Long 

PEARL  MAY  CROMB. 

Class  Oration,  “Our  National  Achievements,” 

LEONARD  GASKILL  BURR. 

Song,  “When  the  Lights  are  Low,”  Lane 

HIGH  SCHOOL  CHORUS. 
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Essay,  “The  New  China,” 

ALTHEA  ADELAIDE  KNIGHT. 

Essay,  “A  Trip  to  Sweden,” 

GIDEON  HALSING. 

Class  Prophecy, 

BEATRICE  TAFT. 

Song,  “Gavotte,”  Giese 

HIGH  SCHOOL  CHORUS. 

Presentation  of  Diplomas, 

SUPERINTENDENT  F.  G.  ATWELL. 

Recessional  March, 

MR.  FRANK  H.  LOWELL. 


CLASS  ROLL. 

English  Course. 

George  Metcalf  Barrows, 

Leonard  Gaskill  Burr, 

Pearl  May  Cromb, 

Gideon  Hal  sing, 

Helen  Howard  Holbrook, 

Althea  Adelaide  Knight, 

Margaret  Janet  McTurk, 

Corinne  Wood. 

Latin  Course. 

Beatrice  Taft. 


President — Leonard  Burr.  Vice-President — Beatrice  Taft. 

Secretary — Helen  Holbrook.  Treasurer — George  Barrows. 


Class  Motto — “Ever  Onward.” 

Class  Colors — Pink  and  White.  Class  Flower — The  Blush  Rose. 
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CLASS  POEM. 

Four  years  have  slipped  away 
And  here  tonight  we  stand, 

Nine  sailors  in  the  bay 
Just  stepping  from  the  land. 

Hail !  Class  of  our  fondest  hopes, 

Hail!  Class  of  dix-neuf  treize; 

We  pledge  thee  unfailing  allegiance, 

We’ll  cherish  thy  memories  for  aye. 

Classmates,  we  part,  and  to  our  duties  pass, 
But  friendship’s  ties  need  not  sever. 

For  the  sake  of  this  dear  old  class 
May  we  again  all  meet  together. 

To  what  fate — we  do  not  know, 

But  as  we’re  marching  forward, 

’Tis  very  true,  that,  as  we  go, 

God  will  lead  us  “Ever  onward.” 


Pearl  May  Cromb. 
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TOWN  WARRANT. 


Worcester,  ss. 

To  the  Constable  of  the  Town  of  Mendon,  in  the  County  of 

Worcester , 

Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you  are 
directed  to  notify  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Mendon,  quali¬ 
fied  to  vote  in  elections  and  in  town  affairs,  to  meet  at  the  Town 
Hall,  in  said  Mendon,  on  Monday,  the  second  day  of  March  next 
punctually,  at  9.00  o’clock,  A.  M.,  to  act  on  the  following  articles, 
viz 

Article  1.  To  choose  a  Moderator  to  preside  in  said  meeting. 

Article  2.  To  bring  in  their  ballots  for  the  following  offi¬ 
cers,  viz:  a  Town  Clerk  for  one  year;  three  Selectmen  for  one 
year ;  an  Assessor  for  three  years ;  three  Overseers  of  the  Poor  for 
one  year;  a  Town  Treasurer  for  one  year;  a  Tree  Warden  for 
one  year;  a  Collector  of  Taxes  for  one  year;  an  Auditor  for  one 
year ;  a  Road  Commissioner  for  three  years ;  a  Constable  for  one 
year;  three  Fence  Viewers  for  one  year;  a  Trustee  of  the  Taft 
Public  Library  for  two  years;  one  School  Committee  for  three 
years;  also  to  bring  their  votes  yes  or  no  in  answer  to  the  ques¬ 
tion,  Shall  licenses  be  granted  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor 
in  this  town ;  all  on  one  ballot,  designating  the  office  intended  for 
each  person  voted  for,  also  bring  in  their  ballots  yes  or  no  in 
answer  to  the  question  “Shall  Chapter  807  of  the  Acts  of  1913, 
being  an  act  to  provide  for  compensating  laborers,  workmen  and 
mechanics,  for  injuries  sustained  in  public  employment,  and  to 
exempt  from  legal  liability  towns  and  municipal  corporations 
which  pay  such  compensation ;  be  accepted  by  the  inhabitants 
of  this  town. 
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Article  3.  To  hear  the  reports  of  the  several  town  officers 
and  committees  and  act  thereon. 

Article  4.  To  choose  all  other  necessary  town  officers  for 
the  ensuing  year. 

Article  5.  To  raise  such  sums  as  are  necessary  to  pay  town 
charges,  and  make  appropriations  of  the  same. 

Article  6.  To  see  what  measures  the  town  will  adopt  to  se¬ 
cure  the  speedy  collection  of  taxes. 

Article  7.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  its  Treasurer 
to  hire  money,  and  to  what  amount  to  pay  current  expenses  for  the 
municipal  year,  commencing  Jan.  1,  1914,  in  anticipation  of 
revenue. 

Article  8.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
any  sum  of  money  for  Memorial  Day  services,  and  appoint  a  Com¬ 
mittee  to  expend  the  same. 

Article  9.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take  relative 
to  actions,  that  may  be  brought  by,  or  against  the  town. 

Article  10.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
any  sum  of  money  for  the  extermination  of  insect  pests  in  public 
ways  and  places,  said  appropriation  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  tree  warden. 

Article  11.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
any  sum  of  money  for  the  suppression  of  liquor  selling,  gamb¬ 
ling  and  vice,  or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  12.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  ap¬ 
propriate  any  sum  of  money  to  be  expended  on  highways,  pro¬ 
vided  the  Massachusetts  Highway  Commission  will  contribute 
a  like  amount. 

Article  13.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
any  sum  of  money  for  care  and  improvements  in  the  old  ceme¬ 
tery,  or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  14.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  improve  its  pres¬ 
ent  fire  fighting  apparatus,  to  purchase  new  fire  apparatus,  to  build 
or  secure  suitable  quarters  for  its  fire  department,  to  create  and 
maintain  a  company  to  operate  its  fire  apparatus,  or  to  act  in 
any  manner  in  relation  to  these  matters,  or  either  of  them. 

Article  15.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
any  sum  of  money,  or  sums  of  money,  to  carry  out  any  vote  or 
votes  passed  under  Article  14. 
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Article  16.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  buy  any  forest 
fire  apparatus,  raise  and  appropriate  any  money  therefor,  or 
act  in  any  way  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  17.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  fix  the  salaries 
of  the  various  town  officers,  not  already  fixed  by  the  vote  of 
the  town,  or  take  any  action  in  relation  to  the  same. 

Article  18.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  its 
Treasurer  to  pay  from  any  funds  of  the  town  in  his  hands,  any 
bills  of  any  of  the  different  departments  of  the  town,-  after  the 
appropriation  for  such  department  has  been  expended,  or  act  in 
any  manner  in  relation  to  the  same. 

Article  19.  To  see  if  the  town  will  petition  the  Director 
of  the  Bureau  of  statistics  for  an  audit  of  its  accounts  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  provisions  of  Chapter  598,  Acts  of  1910  and  amend¬ 
ments  thereof. 

Article  20.  To  see  if  the  town  will  elect  a  finance  commit¬ 
tee,  or  take  any  action  in  relation  to  the  same. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  Warrant,  by  posting  up 
attested  copies  thereof  at  each  of  the  following  places  in  said 
Town,  seven  days  at  least  before  the  time  of  holding  said  meet¬ 
ing  : — at  the  Post  Office,  and  on  the  Guide  Post  near  the  School- 
house  in  Albeeville,  and  at  the  Post  Office  at  South  Milford. 

Hereof,  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  Warrant,  with 
your  doings  thereon,  to  the  Selectmen  and  Town  Clerk,  before 
the  time  and  place  of  meeting  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands  at  Mendon,  this  eighteenth  day  of 
February  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
fourteen. 

HENRY  W.  GASKILL, 

J.  STEWART  COX, 

HENRY  M.  BURR, 

Selectmen  of  Mendon. 


A  true  copy,  attest: 


T.  OTIS  DAFFON, 

Constable  of  Mendon. 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 


OF  THE  VARIOUS 


BOARDS  OF  TOWN  OFFICERS 


TOWfl  OF  RENDON 

INCLUDING  THE  REPORT  OF  THE 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

FOR  THE 

Municipal  Year  Ending  December  31,  1914. 

[248TH  ANNUAL  REPORT.] 


MILFORD,  MASS. 
Milford  Journal  Co.,  Printers, 
1915. 


TREASURER’S  REPORT, 


The  undersigned  Treasurer  of  the  Town  of  Mendon  for 
the  financial  year  ending  December  31,  1914,  resepectfully  submits 
an  account  of  his  doings. 

The  Treasurer  debits  himself  with  receiving  the  following 


sums  viz : — 

To  cash  received  from  the  Treasurer  for 

the  year  ending  December  31st,  1914  $1,893  15 

To  cash  received  from  Milford  Savings 

Bank .  9,000  00 

To  cash  received  from  collector,  1912  249  92 

To  cash  received  from  collector,  1913  1,797  68 

To  cash  received  from  collector,  1914  11,551  06 

To  cash  received  from  collector  excise 

tax  Milford  &  Uxbridge  St.  Ry.  Co.  340  77 
To  cash  received  from  collector  excise 

tax  M.,  A.  &  W.  St.  Ry.  Co .  44  23 

To  cash  received  from  collector  excise 
tax  Worcester  Consolidated  St. 

Ry.  Co .  632  80 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

excise  St.  Ry.  tax .  259  01 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Public  Service  Corporation  tax. ..  .  9  57 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

National  Bank  tax  .  631  17 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Inspection  of  Animals .  15  50 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

State  Aid  Account  .  336  00 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Assistant  High  School .  500  00 
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To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Balance  State  Road  Account,  1913  575  00 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Oiling  and  Completing  State  Road  273  36 
To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Reimbursement  for  fire  apparatus  80  22 
To  cash  received  from  County  Treasurer, 

Dog  tax .  187  88 

To  cash  received  from  F.  J.  Dutcher, 

account  supervision  of  schools  ....  416  67 

To  cash  received  from  City  of  Boston, 

tuition  of  school  children .  68  50 

To  cash  received  from  town  of  Westboro, 

pauper  account .  65  80 

To  cash  received  from  Horace  S.  Cole¬ 
man,  janitor  .  71  50 

To  cash  received  from  Town  of  Hope- 

dale,  1-2  expense  stone  bound  ....  10  00 

To  cash  received  from  Milford  &  Ux¬ 
bridge  St.  Ry.  Co.,  grove  license  . .  50  00 

To  cash  received  from  Milford  &  Ux¬ 
bridge  St.  Ry.  Co.,  bowling  alley 

license .  10  00 

To  cash  received  from  Milford  &  Ux¬ 
bridge,  St.  Ry.  Co.,  skating 

rink  license .  10  00 

To  cash  received  from  S.  Warren  Cook, 

auctioneer’s  license .  2  00 

To  cash  received  from  Samuel  A. 

Brown,  pool  table  license .  2  00 

To  cash  received  from  Mrs.  Annie  Darl¬ 
ing,  rent  of  Alliance  room .  1 2  00 

To  cash  received  from  Harry  Hayward, 

contribution  for  State  road .  150  00 

To  cash  received  from  Edward  J. 

O’Sullivan,  account  forest  fire  ....  6  00 

To  cash  received  from  William  A.  Barry, 

1-2  fees  hay  scales .  9  75 
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To  cash  received  from  Charles  H.  Allen, 

fees  sealer  of  weights  and  measures  2  96 

To  cash  received  from  Taft  Public 

Library,  fines .  7  90 

To  cash  received  from  Joseph  Taylor, 

hay  from  cemetery .  10  00 

To  cash  received  from  Tree  Warden, 

private  spraying .  24  30 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

school  fund .  1,071  62 

To  cash  received  from  M.  M.  Moran, 

rent  North  School  house .  15  00 

To  cash  received  from  unexpended 

balances .  7  56 

-  $30,400  88 


The  Treasurer  credits  himself  with  paying  the  following 


sums  viz: — 

By  paying  153  Town  orders . $11,914  27 

School  department  .  3,009  19 

2  notes  new  school  building  650  00 

1  note  general  expense.  . . .  500  00 

“  Balance  of  state  road  “note, 

1913  .  575  00 

2  notes  anticipation  of  taxes, 

1913  .  2,000  00 

1  note  tax  levy,  1914  ....  1,000  00 

“  3  notes  anticipation  of  rev¬ 
enue,  1914  .  5,500  00 

Interest  on  notes .  522  98 

State  Treasurer,  state  tax  .  .  1,487  50 

County  Treasurer,  County 

tax  .  685  00 

Bureau  of  statistics .  12  00 

To  cash  on  hand  to  balance .  2,544  94 


$30,400  88 
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The  notes  against  the  Town  Jan.  1st,  1915  are: — 
9  New  school  building  notes,  $500  each  $4,500  00 


9  New  school  building  notes,  $150  each  1,350  00 
3  Serial  notes,  general  expense,  $500 

each  .  1,500  00 

2  notes,  anticipation  of  revenue .  2,500  00 

1  note,  anticipation  of  payment  by 

Massachusetts  highway  commission  1,000  00 

-  $10,850  00 


Respectfully  submitted, 

LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 

Treasurer. 


Mendon,  February  1st,  1915. 


6 

AUSTIN  WOOD  RELIEF  FUND. 
Dr. 

To  cash  received  L.  T.  Gaskill,  Treasurer 
1913-1914,  deposited  in  Milford 


Savings  Bank .  $869  48 

To  cash  received  deposited  in  Worcester 

County  Institution  for  Savings.  . .  698  33 

To  cash  received  Interest  of  Milford 

Savings  Bank .  34  58 

To  cash  received  interest  Worcester 

County  Institution  for  Savings  ....  28  20 

-  $1,630  59 


Cr. 

By  cash  paid  one  Town  order .  $13  00 

By  cash  deposited  in  Milford  Savings 

Bank .  891  06 

By  cash  deposited  in  Worcester  County 

Institution  for  Savings  .  726  53 

-  $1,630  59 


Respectfully  submitted, 


LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 

Treasurer. 


Mendon,  January  1st,  1915. 


SELECTMEN’S  REPORT 


The  Selectmen  submit  the  following  report  of  expenditures  for 
the  municipal  year,  ending  January  1,  1915. 

TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Chas.  A.  Fletcher,  assessor .  $70  00 

Chas.  H.  Allen,  assessor .  85  00 

Samuel  W.  Wood,  assessor .  70  00 

T.  O.  Daffon,  constable  and  dog  officer  35  00 

Frank  M.  Aldrich,  tree  warden .  10  00 

Chas.  H.  Allen,  town  clerk .  75  00 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  overseer  of  poor  ....  45  00 

Henry  M.  Burr,  selectman .  50  00 

Henry  M.  Burr,  overseer  of  poor .  6  00 

E.  T.  Powers,  selectman .  30  00 

Smith  A.  Steere,  selectman .  35  00 

Leonard  T.  Gaskill,  town  treasurer  ....  100  00 

Leonard  T.  Gaskill,  tax  collector .  100  00 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  auditor .  6  00 

J.  Stuart  Cox,  overseer  of  poor  ....  6  00 

Frank  M.  Aldrich,  forest  warden  ....  2  00 

Frank  M.  Aldrich,  forest  warden .  10  00 

-  $735  00 

MOTH  SCOUT. 

Frank  M.  Aldrich  .  $97  63 

Chas.  S.  Kelley .  52  75 

Frost  Insecticide  Co .  6  57 

-  $156  95 

STREET  LIGHTING. 

Milford  &  Uxbridge  St.  Ry.  Co .  $40  00 

MEMORIAL  DAY. 

Memorial  Day  Committee .  50  00 
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OLD  CEMETERY. 

Order  to  old  cemetery  account .  43  74 

BOARD  OF  HEALTH 

Dr.  F.  H.  Lally,  fumigating,  Alves  . .  $5  00 

School  House .  5  00 

Chas.  Moores  .  3  50 

Ballou .  3  50 

State  Board  of  Health,  Inspector’s  stamp  2  65 

John  C.  Wood,  inspector  of  dressed 

meats  .  14  50 

Everett  Ballou,  quarantine .  49  50 

-  $83  65 

FOREST  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

C.  W.  H.  Moulton  Co .  $29  40 

Mrs.  Philip  S.  Coffin,  wagon .  60  00 

Knight  &  Thomas,  extinguishers,  etc.  . .  91  92 

3  extinguishers  .  44  00 

50  rubber  stoppers .  50 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  6  wire 

brooms .  5  75 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts .  5  40 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  24 

wire  brooms,  12  milk  cans .  17  30 

-  $254  27 

EXTERMINATION  OF  INSECT  PEST. 

Tree  Warden. 

Grassall  Chemical  Co .  $40  00 

Frost  Insecticide  Co .  24  50 

Frank  M.  Aldrich,  tree  spraying .  108  75 

Frank  M.  Aldrich,  spraying  .  75 

Frank  M.  Aldrich,  spraying .  25  55 

Chas.  Kingsbury .  5  00 

Frost  Insecticide  Co .  17  00 


$221  55 
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INCIDENTALS 
Town  Hall  Building. 


Horace  S.  Coleman,  janitor .  $80  00 

Horace  S.  Coleman,  erecting  booths  and 

supplies .  2  05 

F.  K.  Brown,  supplies .  3  99 

E.  H.  Taft,  wood .  7  40 

A.  J.  McKie,  painting  roof .  2  25 

Alonzo  Brown,  labor .  4  00 

H.  M.  Curtiss,  coal .  24  00 

-  $123  69 


PRINTING. 

Milford  Journal  Company .  $91  00 

Milford  Daily  News .  3  68 

Southborough  Print  Shop,  moth  notices  2  35 

G.  M.  Billings .  13  00 

A.  W.  Brownell .  4  71 

-  $114  74 


Returning  Births  and  Deaths. 

F.  T.  Harvey,  returning  two  deaths  ....  $  50 

Geo.  W.  Wood,  returning  three  deaths  75 

Walter  W.  Watson,  returning  six  deaths  1  50 

Geo.  W.  Wood,  returning  nine  deaths  2  25 

-  $5  00 


Ballot  Clerks  and  Tellers. 


Arthur  V.  Pond .  $2  00 

Edward  A.  Whiting .  7  00 

Edward  F.  Driscoll .  5  00 

John  J.  Driscoll .  7  00 

Edward  F.  Blood  .  5  00 

A.  I.  Barrows .  2  00 


$28  00 
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Forest  Fire  Pay-roll. 


Luther  Taft  land  .  $2  50 

Mill  River  fire  . . .  25  75 

C.  M.  Taft,  (Mill  River  fire) .  1  50 

Neck  Hill  fire  No.  1 .  18  75 

Neck  Hill  fire  No.  2 .  10  00 

Asa  Westcott  (Neck  Hill  fire)  .  4  00 

Miscoe  Hill  fire  .  25  00 

O’Sullivan  fire .  601 

Powers  fire  .  59  01 

Bibeaux  fire .  5  03 

Chas.  Henry  fire .  2  00 

Norman  fire .  3  75 

-  $163  30 


POLICE. 

T.  Otis  Daffon,  police  duty .  $9  00 

J.  B.  Driscoll,  services  July  3  and  4.  . . .  3  00 

A.  E.  Brown,  services  July  3  and  4.  . .  .  3  00 

-  $15  00 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 
Cochrane  Chemical  Co.,  carboy  of  oil, 


vitriol  and  express .  $4  70 

Z.  C.  Field,  32  ft.  boards .  1  73 

Knight  &  Thomas,  Inc.,  valves  and 

lead  stoppers .  1  75 

Commonwealth  of  Mass.,  keg  soda  ....  171 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  supplies .  3  42 

Frank  M.  Aldrich: — 

Labor,  ladders,  repair  on  wagon  ....  815 

Telephone  and  express  charges .  5  15 

Supplies  .  6  00 

Express  charges .  2  23 

Bigelow,  Dowse  &  Co.,  2  fire  axes  ....  3  00 

Knight  &  Thomas,  300  paper  boxes.  ...  6  00 


$43  84 
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INCIDENTALS. 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  expenses  to  Boston  to 
hearing  before  Mass.  Highway 

Commission  Jan.  7,  1914 .  $2  00 

Feb.  18,  1914 .  1  50 

Postage  .  27 

Charles  A.  Fletcher,  moving  safe  for 

Town  Clerk .  2  00 

Lewis  H.  Barney,  coal  for  Record  Build¬ 
ing  .  8  25 

Little,  Brown  &  Co. : 

1  Book,  DeWolfe,  Town  Meet¬ 
ing  . 2  00 

1  Book,  Kellen  Digest .  8  50 

Worcester  County  Abstract  Co.,  Assess¬ 
ors’  Abstract  .  10  56 

Chas.  H.  Allen,  cleaning  town  offiicers’ 

room . , .  2  00 

Repairing  chair .  25 

Henry  M.  Burr,  postage,  telephone, 

carfare  . 2  50 

Leonard  T.  Gaskill : — 

Use  of  well .  5  00 

Expenses  to  Boston  twice .  3  00 

Carfares  to  Milford .  5  00 

Postage  stamps .  6  60 

Statistical  report  for  Bureau  of 

Statistics .  6  00 

Telephone  tolls .  35 

Moses  U.  Gaskill,  cattle  inspector .  31  00 

W.  &  L.  E.  Gurley,  dye  for  seal .  63 

E.  T.  Powers: — 

3  fares  to  Boston  to  meet  High¬ 
way  Commission  .  4  50 

Repairs  on  watering  tub .  1 5  44 

E.  A.  Snow,  care  of  lawns .  15  50 


12 


Henry  M.  Burr,  450  stamped  envelopes  4  95 

Arthur  P.  Clarridge,  setting  vault  door  15  00 

Sanford,  Putnam  Co,  selectmen’s  order 

book .  12  09 

Williams  &  Vincent,  legal  advice .  7  00 

Fred  K.  Brown,  supplies .  60 

Fred  K.  Brown,  supplies .  1  66 

Home  National  Bank,  vault  door  for 

Record  Building .  50  00 

Harold  M.  Curtiss,  balance  on  coal  bill .  .  3  00 

E.  T.  Powers,  repairs  on  watering  tub 

and  pump  .  5  25 

-  $166  62 


Charles  H.  Allen: — 

Sealer  of  weights  and  measures ....  7  04 

Labor  Record  room .  4  00 

Sealing  hay  scales .  1  00 

Recording  8  marriages  at  20c .  1  60 

Recording  19  deaths  at  20c .  3  80 

Recording  20  births  at  50c .  10  00 

Administering  the  oath  28  officers.  .  7  00 

Express,  postage,  carfare .  2  40 

-  $36  84 

Herbert  J.  George,  insurance  policies  .  .  $76  00 

Lewis  T.  Barney,  coal  for  state  road  at  E. 

Mendon  .  4  94 

Webb  Pink  Granite  Co.,  1  stone  bound.  .  8  00 

S.  A.  Steere,  book  for  hay  scales .  40 

Jeremiah  T.  Murphy,  services .  4  74 

Leonard  T.  Gaskill,  Jas.  Wilbur  burial. .  50  00 

John  Hoberg,  fertilizer .  225 

Town  of  Milford  fire  department  ser¬ 
vices  at  Vogel  fire .  75  00 

Mass.  Forestry  Association,  50  shade 

tree  posters .  1  00 
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STATE  AID  PENSIONERS. 

State  aid  to  pensioners,  Chap.  468,  Acts 

of  1909,  12  months .  $318  00 

REPAIRS  OF  ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 

Order  to  Road  Commissioners  ....  $1,686  61 

State  road  at  East  Mendon .  849  95 

State  road-Milford  road .  1,453  62 

-  $3,990  18 

SUPPORT  OF  POOR. 

Order  to  Overseers  of  Poor .  $1,196  57 

TAFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Order  to  Trustees  Taft  Pub.  Library  $314  22 

SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS. 

Order  to  School  Committee .  $3,525  00 

Order  to  School  Dept,  (overdrawn) .  .  $387  09 

-  $3,912  09 

MONEY  FROM  STREET  RAILWAY  COMPANIES  TO  BE 
EXPENDED  ON  HIGHWAYS. 


Milford  &  Uxbridge  St.  Ry.  Co .  $340  77 

Milford,  Attleboro  &  Woonsocket  St. 

Ry.  Co .  44  23 

Worcester  Consolidated  St.  Ry.  Co .  632  80 

State  Treasurer  .  259  01 

-  $1,276  81 


The  Selectmen  report  the  available  assets  of  the  town  as  fol¬ 


lows  : — 

Due  from  Tax  Collector,  1913 .  $316  91 

Due  from  Tax  Collector,  1914 .  3,451  79 

Due  from  Mass.  Highway  Commission  1,000  00 

Due  from  State,  aid  to  pensioners, 

Chap.  468,  Acts  of  1909 .  318  00 

Cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer .  2,544  94 

Town  of  Uxbridge .  54  00 


$7,685  64 
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The  liabilities  of  the  town,  so  far  as  known,  are  as  follows : 

Due  Milford  Savings  Bank,  18  notes 

(School  Building  Loan) .  $5,850  00 

General  expense,  3  notes .  1,500  00 

Three  notes .  3,500  00 

-  $10,850  00 

Net  indebtedness  of  the  town .  $3,164  36 

AUSTIN  WOOD  RELIEF  FUND. 

Austin  Wood  Relief  Fund .  $13,00 

-  $13  00 

Appropriations  for  1914: — 

Support  of  schools .  $3,500  00 

School  physician .  25  00 

Roads  and  bridges .  1,500  00 

Support  of  poor .  1,500  00 

Taft  Public  Library .  300  00 

Interest .  525  00 

Town  debt .  1,150  00 

Board  of  health .  100  00 

Town  incidentals .  800  00 

Gypsy  moth  scout .  300  00 

State  aid .  375  00 

Soldiers’  relief  .  50  00 

Street  lights .  40  00 

Extermination  of  insect  pests .  300  00 

Salaries  of  town  officers .  800  00 

Care  of  old  cemetery .  50  00 

Memorial  Day .  50  00 

State  road  (Milford  road) .  500  00 

Fire  apparatus  .  200  00 

State  road  (East  Mendon) .  275  00 

Suppression  of  liquor  selling,  gambling 

and  vice .  50  00 

RECAPITULATION. 

Town  officers  .  $735  00 


15 


Moth  scout  . 

.  156 

95 

Street  lights  . 

.  40 

00 

Memorial  Day . 

.  50 

00 

Old  cemetery . 

.  43 

74 

Board  of  Health . 

.  83 

65 

Forest  Fire  Department . 

.  254 

27 

Tree  warden . 

. ....  221 

55 

State  aid  to  pensioners . 

.  318 

00 

Roads  and  bridges . 

.  3,990 

18 

Support  of  poor  . 

.  1,196 

57 

Taft  Public  Library  . 

.  314 

22 

Schools . 

09 

Incidentals  . 

.  985 

14 

$12,301  36 


LIST  OF  JURORS. 


Name. 

Occupation. 

Alfred  I.  Barrows, 

Mechanic 

Henry  M.  Burr, 

Spindle  Maker. 

Andrew  J.  Byrne, 

Farmer 

Arthur  E.  Brown, 

Machinist. 

Edward  F.  Driscoll, 

Mechanic. 

James  F.  Fickett, 

Carpenter, 

Geo.  G.  Davenport, 

Farmer. 

Moses  U.  Gaskill, 

Poultryman. 

J.  Franklin  Leonard, 

Farmer. 

Geo.  E.  Phillips, 

Plumber. 

Chas.  J.  Phillips, 

Farmer. 

Willard  N.  Seibert 

Poultryman. 

Samuel  W.  Wood, 

Carpenter. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  M.  BURR, 

SMITH  A.  STEERE, 
EDWARD  T.  POWERS, 

Selectmen  of  Mendon. 
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COLLECTOR’S  REPORT. 


1912. 

Dr. 

To  Balance  uncollected  Jan.  1,  1914..  $223  31 

Interest  received  .  28  77 

- -  $252  08 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  to  Treasurer .  $249  92 

Abatements .  2  16 

-  $252  08 


LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 
Collector  of  Taxes,  1912. 

Mendon,  January  1,  1915. 


1913. 

Dr. 

To  balance  uncollected  Jan.  10,  1914  $2,039  57 

Interest  received  .  79  59 

- $2,119  16 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  Treasurer .  $1,797  68 

Abatements  .  457 

Amount  uncollected .  31691 

-  $2,119  16 


LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 

Collector  of  Taxes,  1913. 


Mendon,  Jan.  5,  1915. 
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1914, 


Dr. 

To  taxes  committed  for  collection. 

Additional  assessments . 

Interest  received  . 


$14,891  50 
1,102  96 
26  19 

-  $16,020  65 


Cr. 


By  cash  paid  Treasurer 
Amount  uncollected 


$12,568  86 
3,451  79 

-  $16,020  65 


Respectfully  submitted, 

LEONARD,  T.  GASKILL, 

Collector  of  Taxes,  1914. 


Mendon,  Jan.  5,  1915. 


ROAD  COMMISSIONERS’  REPORT. 


The  Road  Commissioners  submit  the  following  report  for  the 
Municipal  Year  ending  Jan.  1,  1915. 

RESOURCES. 

Appropriation  .  $1,500  00 

Excise  tax  of  1914 .  1,276  81 

-  $2,776  81 


EXPENDITURES. 
Clearing  Roads  of  Snow. 


Henry  W.  Gaskill .  $35  00 

Everett  D.  Robinson .  27  50 

Leonard  E.  Taft  .  5  00 

H.  W.  Whipple .  13  50 

-  81  00 

Labor. 

A.  E.  Brown .  $7  00 

Chas.  A.  Brown .  1  00 

Arthur  Brown .  1  00 

Chas.  S.  Kelly .  2  00 

John  M.  Towne .  4  50 

-  $15  50 

Teams. 

D.  H.  Barnes .  $2  00 

F.  K.  Brown .  7  25 

-  $9  25 
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Labor  on  Highways. 


Chas.  A.  Fletcher .  $143  50 

Harold  Wheeler .  142  50 

John  M.  Towne .  58  00 

Edward  Tancrelle  .  85  00 

Chas.  S.  Kelly  .  132  00 

Lyman  E.  Wheeler .  72  50 

Edward  Wheeler .  8  50 

George  B.  Cromb  .  24  50 

A.  E.  Brown .  2  50 


Teams. 

Chas.  A.  Fletcher  .  $493  00 

Percy  T.  Kinsley .  126  00 

J.  Stuart  Cox .  5  00 

W.  F.  Irons .  5  00 


Gravel. 

A.  W.  Gaskill .  $  9  20 

Pierre  Gironard  .  2  88 

Wm.  W.  Barr .  24  00 

Chas.  A.  Fletcher .  8  48 

George  G.  Davenport .  48 

Milford  &  Uxbridge  St.  Ry.  Co .  158  57 


C.  A.  Fletcher,  Charles  River  Bridge  $1  80 

Frank  Taft,  relaying  wall  at  Nipmuc 

Pond  .  35  00 

Jarvis  Thayer,  labor  on  highway  ....  4  00 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  tools  and  supplies  16  80 

Barnum  &  Stone,  blade  to  road  Scraper  7  00 

W.  A.  Barry,  supplies  and  repairs.  ...  14  65 


$669  00 


$629  00 


$203  61 


$79  25 


$1,686  61 
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Due  from  School  Dept,  for  5  loads  of 

gravel .  8  00 

STATE  ROAD  AT  EAST  MENDON. 

Resources. 

From  State  Highway  Commission  ....  $273  36 

From  Town  Appropriation .  275  00 

From  Harry  T.  Hayward .  150  00 

From  Excise  tax  .  151  59 

-  $849  95 

Expenditures.  (  Labor)  . 

W.  Doliff .  $48  00 

Geo.  Foster .  59  00 

Wm.  Fitzpatrick .  11  00 

Wm.  Allison .  28  00 

John  Nelligan .  35  00 

Warren  Bates .  31  00 

Chas.  S.  Kelly .  2  00 

Harold  Wheeler .  1  00 

-  $215  00 

Teams. 

J.  Stuart  Cox  .  $232  50 

H.  W.  Whipple .  30  00 

Percy  T.  Kinsley .  2  50 

-  $265  00 

Abbie  E.  O’Connor  352  loads  of  gravel  $35  20 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  oil  and  supplies.  . .  4  80 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  posts  and  rails .  21  40 

H.  M.  Curtiss  Coal  Co.,  soft  coal  and 

cement  .  28  55 

C.  L.  Fair,  steam  roller .  280  00 

-  $369  95 


Excise  tax  unexpended 


$938  61 


$849  95 
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STATE  ROAD  AT  MENDON  CENTRE. 
Resources. 

From  State  Highway  Commission  ....  $1,000  00 

From  Town  Appropriation .  500  00 

-  $1,500  00 

Expenditures.  (Labor.) 


Chas.  A.  Fletcher .  $86  25 

Harold  Wheeler .  55  00 

Lyman  E.  Wheeler .  63  00 

Chas.  S.  Kelly  .  81  27 

Geo.  B.  Cromb  .  55  00 

Edward  Wheeler .  6  00 

C.  L.  Fair  .  56  00 

• -  $402  52 

Teams. 

Chas.  A.  Fletcher .  $235  00 

Percy  T.  Kinsley .  30  00 

-  $265  00 


Gravel. 

Milford  &  Uxbridge  St.  Ry.  Co., 

815.64  cu.  yds.  gravel .  600  48 

Wm.  W.  Barr,  75  loads  of  gravel  ....  7  50 

Clarence  A.  Taft,  8  loads  of  gravel.  ...  48 

-  $608  46 

Chas.  H.  Allen,  labor  and  supplies.  ...  $1  20 

Z.  C.  Field,  lumber  for  dumping  board  3  29 

H.  M.  Burr,  lantern  and  oil .  49 

Walter  E.  Burke,  care  of  light  at  Hope- 

dale  Corner .  4  17 

Chas.  A.  Fletcher,  cash  paid  for  care  of 

lights  and  oil  .  3  00 

James  L.  Lilley,  signs  and  lettering.  ...  1  50 

H.  M.  Curtiss  Coal  Co.,  soft  coal .  28  68 
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Town  of  Hopedale,  use  of  watering  cart  7  00 

Macker  Bros.,  use  of  pump  and  labor  14  50 
Edward  Adams,  use  of  roller  and  1-3 

portion  of  freight  bill .  113  81 

-  $177  64 


Balance  unexpended 


$1,453  62 
$46  38 


Bills  Unpaid. 

Due  Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  supplies  ....  $9  05 


Respectfully  submitted, 

ALONZO  E.  BROWN, 

LUTHER  W.  HOLBROOK, 
CHARLES  A.  FLETCHER, 

Road  Commissioners. 


Mendon,  Feb.  1,  1915. 


TREE  WARDEN’S  REPORT. 


Resources. 

Appropriation  .  $300  00 

Private  Spraying .  24  30 

-  324  30 

Expenditures. 

Grasselli  Chemical  Co.,  lead .  $40  00 

Frost  Insecticide  Co.,  hose .  24  50 

Frost  Insecticide  Co.,  hose  and  supplies  17  00 

Chas.  Kingsbury,  labor .  5  00 

F.  M.  Aldrich,  cash  paid  for  labor,  sup¬ 
plies,  horse  and  labor,  3  bills .  135  05 

-  $221  55 

Unexpended .  $102  75 

Respectfully  submitted, 

F.  M.  ALDRICH, 


Tree  Warden. 


REPORT  OF  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 


The  Overseers  of  the  Poor  submit  the  following  report  for 
the  municipal  year  ending  Jan.  1,  1915. 

RESOURCES. 

Appropriation .  $1,500  00 


EXPENDITURES. 


For  support  of  four  persons  having  a 


settlement  in  Mendon  . 

$1,048 
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For  aid  furnished  two  families . 

57 

72 

For  care  of  a  person  having  a  settlement 

in  Sutton . 

75 

50 

Doctor’s  bill  for  a  person  having  a  set¬ 

tlement  in  Milford  . 

10 

50 

For  postage  and  travelling  expenses. . . 

4 

64 

—  $1,196  57 

Balance . 

$303  43 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  W.  GASKILL 
J.  STUART  COX, 
HENRY  M.  BURR, 


Mendon,  Jan.  10,  1915. 


Overseers  of  Poor. 


REPORT  OF  TOWN  CLERK 


DOGS  REGISTERED  IN  1914. 


97  male  dogs  .  $194.00 

8  female  dogs  .  40.00 

- $234.00 

Registration  fees  .  21.00 


Paid  County  Treasurer  .  $213.00 


BIRTHS  REGISTERED  IN  1914. 


Date  of 

Birth.  Name  of  Child. 

1914. 

Jan.  1.  Albo  Sabatanelli, 

Jan.  6.  Anna  Rand, 

Jan.  8.  Henry  W.  Roy, 

Feb.  22.  Sylvia  Southwick, 

Mar.  13.  Virginia  Moore, 

Mar.  23.  Richard  William  Mc¬ 
Cormick 

Apr.  28.  Mildred  Elizabeth  Barnes 
May  3.  Madeline  E.  Gray, 

May  4.  Dorcas  Marion  Barrows, 
May  26.  William  Irving  Stack, 
May  29.  Edith  Wise, 

June  1.  Vilja  Rose  Bell, 

July  15.  Joseph  Donat,  Henry 

Bouchard 

July  30.  Esther  Margaret  Coffin, 
Aug.  10.  Charles  Edgar  Goodnow, 
Aug.  11.  Raymond  Carroll  Dudley 
Oct.  14.  Joseph  Norry  Alves, 

Oct.  30.  David  Guy  Smalley, 

Nov.  3.  Elmer  Ayer  Perry, 

Dec.  16.  Emma  Mather  Taft, 


Parents  with  Maiden 
Name  of  Mother. 

Ercole  and  Paulino  Bergoli. 

Boyden  N.  and  Elsie  B.  Sterrett. 
Desire  and  Cordelia  Germaine. 

Justin  F.  and  Grace  Scott. 

M.  Claude  and  Grace  Fuller. 

William  H.  and  Minnie  M.  Wheel- 
,  house. 

, Daniel  H.  and  Annie  E.  Kinsley. 
Forrest  A.  and  Lillian  M.  Dudley. 
Raymond  and  Lulu  E.  Taft. 

William  E.  H.  and  Jessie  F.  Parsons. 
Leon  A.  and  Leta  Wilson. 

George  and  Adelia  Hoose. 

,Nere  J.  and  Delina  Jacques. 

Glenville  C.  and  Annie  Drummond. 
Franklin  and  Agnes  A.  Gibson. 
,Joseph  H.  and  Nancy  Carroll. 
Joseph  C.  and  Flora  R.  Cote. 

John  A.  and  Lola  M.  Parsons. 
Leonard  F.  and  Sarah  A.  Ayer. 
Clarence  A.  and  Mary  E.  Benner. 


26 


MARRIAGES  REGISTERED  IN  1914. 


Date  of 

Marriage.  Name  of  Groom  and  Bride. 

1914. 

June  10.  Edward  T.  Powers. 

Cecelia  Gertrude  Conway, 
June  12.  William  Charles  Hoisington, 
Mattie  Granger, 

July  7.  Charles  John  Phillips,  Jr., 
Irene  Florence  Pratt, 

Oct.  14.  Adriano  Bavosi, 

Mary  Bracci, 

Oct.  24.  Lewis  W.  Holbrook, 

Edith  Laile  Smith, 

Dec.  13.  Edward  Newton  Kinsley, 
Mabel  Florence  Ladd, 

Dec.  23.  John  Steele  Leonard, 

Althea  Adelaide  Knight, 

Dec.  23.  William  Russell  Bowen, 

Mary  Elizabeth  Care, 

Dec.  25.  Manuel  Traves  Rogers, 

Emily  Matica, 


Residence. 

Mendon,  Mass. 
Uxbridge,  Mass. 
Mendon,  Mass. 
Mendon,  Mass. 
Mendon,  Mass. 
Mendon,  Mass. 
Mendon,  Mass. 
Mendon,  Mass. 
Mendon,  Mass. 
Hopedale,  Mass. 
Mendon,  Mass. 
Milford,  Mass. 
Mendon,  Mass. 
Mendon,  Mass. 
Mendon,  Mass. 
Bellingham,  Mass. 
Mendon,  Mass. 
Mendon,  Mass. 


DEATHS  REGISTEED  IN  1914. 


Date  of 


Age. 


Death. 

Name. 

Y. 

M. 

D. 

1914. 
Jan.  8. 

Marcus  Morton  Aldrich, 

79 

7 

19 

Jan.  27. 

Frank  Hastings  Lowell, 

49 

5 

1 

Feb.  13. 

Johanna  Norman, 

69 

3 

11 

Feb.  18. 

Sylvester  Cook, 

80 

10 

Mar.  20. 

James  H.  Wilber, 

74 

1 

18 

Apr.  8. 

Carrie  P.  Rich, 

48 

6 

9 

Apr.  12. 

Nettie  B.  Adams, 

45 

11 

2 

Apr.  25. 

Helen  May  Anderson, 

24 

7 

2 

Apr.  27. 

Edward  J.  Prentice, 

85 

10 

19 

May  27. 

William  Irving  Stack, 

4  hours 

May  31. 

George  W.  Gould, 

68 

4 

29 

June  18. 

Emma  Agnes  Taft, 

49 

7 

25 

June  24. 

Myra  A.  Davenport, 

72 

0 

30 

Sept.  8. 

Minnie  Coleman  Allen, 

33 

3 

27 

Sept.  11. 

Susan  T.  Keyes, 

53 

9 

24 

Sept.  23. 

George  Fox  Allen, 

86 

8 

16 

Dec.  9. 

Abbie  Caroline  Darling, 

75 

0 

28 

Dec.  18. 

Horace  Sumner  Coleman, 

49 

11 

23 

Dec.  31. 

Nathan  Richard  George, 

77 

1 

21 

27 


If  errors  or  omissions  are  discovered  in  the  list  of  births, 
marriages  and  deaths,  report  them  to  the  town  clerk,  that  the 
record  may  be  corrected.  Section  6  of  Chapter  29  of  the  Revised 
Laws  requires  that  “Parents  within  forty  days  after  the  birth  of  a 
child,  and  every  householder,  within  forty  days  after  a  birth  in  his 
house,  shall  cause  notice  thereof  to  be  given  to  the  clerk  of  the 
city  or  town  in  which  such  child  is  born.  Every  householder  in 
whose  house  a  death  occurs,  shall,  within  five  days  thereafter 
cause  notice  thereof  to  be  given  to  the  board  of  health,  or,  if  the 
selectmen  constitute  such  board,  to  the  town  clerk.”  Section  29 
of  Chapter  151  of  the  Revised  Laws  reads  as  follows:  “If  a 
marriage  is  solemnized  in  another  state  between  parties  living  in 
this  commonwealth,  who  return  to  dwell  here,  they  shall,  within 
seven  days  after  their  return,  file  with  the  clerk  or  registrar  of 
the  city  or  town  in  which  either  of  them  lived  at  the  time  of 
their  marriage  a  certificate  or  declaration  of  their  marriage,  in¬ 
cluding  the  facts  relative  to  marriages  which  are  required  by  law, 
and  for  neglect  thereof  shall  forfeit  ten  dollars.” 

Blanks  for  the  return  of  all  vital  records  can  be  obtained 
from  the  town  clerk. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  H.  ALLEN, 

Town  Clerk. 


Mendon,  January  1,  1915. 


THIRTY-FOURTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF 


TRUSTEES  OF  TAFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


The  Trustees  are  pleased  to  report  the  continued  successful 
working  of  the  library. 

The  library  building  at  present  shows  the  need  of  paint  and 
it  is  the  desire  of  the  Trustees  to  see  the  library  building  included 
in  the  next  contract  let  for  the  painting  of  public  buildings. 

The  library  subscribers  to  “The  Reader’s  Guide  to  Periodical 
Literature”  a  current  cumulative  index  to  the  magazines.  This 
is  an  exceptionally  valuable  work.  Any  person  seeking  extra 
knowledge  on  any  subject  should  consult  this  index,  as  a  great  sav¬ 
ing  of  time  can  be  gained  through  the  use  of  information  contained 
therein. 

All  persons  not  now  using  the  library  are  urged  to  seek  there 
any  knowledge  or  information  desired.  The  books  are  classified 
and  indexed  according  to  the  Dewey  system,  and  should  any 
patron  fail  to  find  what  they  desire,  they  have  only  to  request  as¬ 
sistance  of  our  librarian  and  she  will  be  pleased  to  aid  them. 

In  behalf  of  the  Citizens  of  Mendon,  the  Trustees  tender 
thanks  to  all  who  have  donated  books,  magazines,  or  literature  of 
any  kind  to  the  library  the  past  year. 

The  sub-stations  of  the  Albeeville  and  East  Mendon  school 
buildings  have  been  continued  and  thanks  are  due  the  respective 
teachers  for  their  kind  assistance  in  maintaining  the  same. 

The  Trustees  are  especially  grateful  to  the  librarian,  whose 
care  and  foresight  has  aided  in  making  the  year’s  work  a  success. 

F.  G.  ATWELL, 

H.  M.  BURR, 

LYMAN  COOK, 

E.  L.  WILSON, 

E.  F.  DRISCOLL, 

Trustees  Taft  Public  Library. 


December  30,  1914. 


LIBRARIAN’S  REPORT. 


To  the  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public  Library  : — 

The  whole  number  of  volumes  given  our  during  the  year  was 
6995.  Largest  number  in  one  week,  189;  smallest  number,  80; 
average  number,  134.  The  volumes  of  fiction  numbered  4,432; 
magazines,  bound  and  unbound,  1,670;  history,  92;  travel,  228; 
biography,  115;  literature,  148;  useful  and  fine  arts,  146;  natural 
science,  98 ;  all  others,  66. 

There  are  now  approximately  5,360  bound  volumes  in  the 
library,  of  which  214  have  been  added  the  past  year.  Of  these  17 
were  magazines  bound  by  the  town,  85  were  bought  by  the  town, 
and  112  were  given,  as  follows:  Mass.  Library  Commission,  38; 
Mendon  Choral  Society,  31;  Mrs.  A.  R.  Taft,  15;  Secretary  of 
Commonwealth,  13;  Mrs.  E.  P.  Lowell,  6;  Miss  J.  F.  Darling,  3; 
Mrs.  Robert  Shaw,  2 ;  H.  W.  Southworth,  1 ;  J.  C.  Forbes,  1 ;  U.  S. 
National  Museum,  1 ;  Interstate  Commerce  Commission,  1 ;  J.  A. 
George  gave  Harper’s  Monthly  and  Outing  for  1912-13,  unbound. 

The  library  subscribed  for  Century,  Everybody’s,  American, 
Munsey,  World’s  Work,  National  Geographic,  Technical  World, 
Popular  Electricity,  St.  Nicholas,  Ladies’  Home  Journal  and 
Woman’s  Home  Companion. 

The  Outlook,  McClure’s,  Harper’s  Weekly,  Youth’s  Compan¬ 
ion,  Scribner’s  and  Atlantic  w’ere  given  by  different  ones. 

Books  have  been  sent  to  Albeeville  and  East  Mendon  schools. 

$7.80  was  received  for  fines. 

Respectfully  submitted 

LENA  W.  GEORGE, 

Librarian. 


Mendon,  Jan.  1,  1915. 
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BOOKS  ADDED  IN  1914. 


Fiction : — 

Big  Tremaine.  Marie  Van  Vorst. 

Chance.  Joseph  Conrad. 

Concerning  Paul  and  Fiammetta.  L.  A.  Harker. 
Desert  Gold.  Zane  Grey. 

Diane  of  the  Green  Van.  Leona  Dalrymple. 
The  Encounter.  A.  D.  Sedgwick. 

The  Fortunate  Youth.  W.  J.  Locke. 

General  John  Regan.  G.  A.  Birmingham. 

Gold.  S.  E.  White. 

The  Hidden  Children.  R.  W.  Chambers. 

Honorable  Mr.  Tawnish.  Jeffrey  Farnol. 

The  Illustrious  Prince.  E.  P.  Oppenheim. 

The  Invaders.  F.  N.  S.  Allen. 

Laddie.  G.  S.  Porter. 

The  Last  Shot.  Frederic  Palmer. 

Little  Thank  You.  T.  P.  O’Connor. 

Making  Over  Martha.  J.  M.  Lippmann. 

The  Man  Inside.  N.  S.  Lincoln. 

Martha  by  the  Day.  J.  M.  Lippmann. 

Mr.  Pratt’s  Patients.  J.  C.  Lincoln. 

One  Year  of  Pierrot. 

Overland  Red. 

The  Passionate  Friends.  H.  G.  Wells. 

Penrod.  Booth  Tarkington. 

The  Poet.  Meredith  Nicholson. 

Price  of  Place.  S.  G.  Blythe. 

Red  Wrath.  John  Oxenham. 

Rise  of  Jennie  Cushing.  M.  S.  Watts. 

Saturday’s  Child.  Kathleen  Norris. 

The  Severed  Mantle.  William  Lindsay. 

The  Street  of  Seven  Stars.  M.  R.  Rinehart. 

The  Taste  of  Apples.  Jennette  Lee. 

T.  Tembarom.  F.  H.  Burnett. 

Westways.  S.  W.  Mitchell. 

When  Ghost  Meets  Ghost.  William  De  Morgan. 
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Whispering  Smith.  F.  H.  Spearman. 

The  Whistling  Man.  Maximilian  Foster. 

William  and  Bill.  G.  M.  Cooke. 

The  Witch.  Mary  Johnston. 

Juveniles : — 

Adventures  of  a  Brownie.  D.  M.  Mulock. 

Adventures  of  Grillo.  Ernest  Candeze. 

Beacon  First  Reader.  J.  H.  Fassett. 

Book  of  Famous  Verse.  Agnes  Repplier. 

Book  of  the  Camp  Fire  Girls. 

Book  of  Woodcraft.  E.  T.  Seton. 

Boy  Captive  of  Old  Deerfield.  M.  P.  W.  Smith. 

Boy  Officers  of  1812.  E.  T.  Tomlinson. 

Boy’s  Book  of  Airships.  Harry  Delacombe. 

Boy’s  Book  of  New  Inventions.  H.  E.  Maule. 

Brownies  Abroad.  Palmer  Cox. 

Cattle  Ranch  to  College.  Russell  Doubleday. 

Children’s  Book  of  Christmas  Stories.  A.  D.  Dickinson. 
Children’s  Own  Longfellow.  H.  W.  Longfellow. 
Child’s  Garden  of  Verses.  R.  L.  Stevenson. 

Cinderella.  AndrewLang. 

College  Years.  R.  D.  Paine. 

The  Crimson  Sweater.  R.  H.  Barbour. 

Days  and  Deeds.  Prose.  B.  E.  Stevenson. 

Dog  of  Flanders.  Louise  de  la  Ramee. 

Emergencies.  C.  V.  Gulick. 

Europe.  F.  G.  Carpenter. 

First  Year  Nature  Reader.  Katherine  Beebe. 

Folk-Lore  Stories.  S.  E.  Wiltse. 

Four-Footed  Friends.  Mrs.  Huntington  Smith. 

Garden  of  Eden.  George  Hodges. 

Gerda  in  Sweden.  E.  B.  McDonald. 

Good  Health.  F.  G.  Jewett. 

Grant,  Life  of.  W.  L.  Goss. 

Heimatlos.  Johanna  Spyri. 

Heroes  of  Everyday  Life.  F.  E.  Coe. 

Hiawatha  Primer.  Florence  Holbrook. 
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House  of  the  Heart  and  Other  Plays.  C.  D.  Mackay. 
Indian  Primer.  F.  C.  Fox. 

Irish  Twins.  L.  F.  Perkins. 

Jim  Davis.  John  Masefield. 

Johnny  Blossom.  Dikken  Zwilgmeyer. 

King  of  the  Golden  River.  John  Ruskin. 

Land  of  Song.  K.  H.  Shute. 

Little  Folks  of  Many  Lands.  L.  M.  Chance. 

A  Little  Girl  of  Long  Ago.  E.  O.  White. 

Magical  Experiments.  Arthur  Good. 

Manuel  in  Mexico.  E.  B.  McDonald. 

Marigold  Garden.  Kate  Greenaway. 

Miss  Billy.  E.  H.  Porter. 

Mother  West  Wind’s  Children.  T.  W.  Burgess. 

Mr.  Wind  and  Madam  Rain.  Paul  de  Musset. 

Myths  of  the  Red  Children.  G.  L.  Wilson. 

Nancy  Rutledge.  Katherine  Pyle. 

Nurnberg  Stove.  Louisa  de  la  Ramee. 

Operas  Every  Child  Should  Know.  Dolores  Bacon. 
Our  Little  Chinese  Cousin.  I.  T.  Headland. 

Our  Little  Eskimo  Cousin.  M.  H.  Wade. 

Peter  and  Polly  in  Summer.  Rose  Lucia. 

The  Pig  Brother.  L.  E.  Richards. 

Pinafore  Palace.  K.  D.  Wiggin. 

Pinocchio  Under  the  Sea. 

Plants  and  Their  Children.  F.  D.  Parsons. 

Poems  Every  Child  Should  Know.  M.  E.  Burt. 

Queen  Hildegarde.  L.  E.  Richards. 

Quest  of  the  Four-Leaved  Clover.  W.  T.  Field. 

St.  Nicholas  Book  of  Plays. 

Saturday  Mornings.  C.  T.  Benton. 

School  Speaker  and  Reader.  W.  D.  Hyde. 

Secret  of  the  Clan.  Alice  Brown. 

Shaggy-Coat.  Clarence  Hawkes. 

Song  Reader.  J.  M.  McLaughlin. 

Songs  Every  Child  Should  Know.  Dolores  Bacon. 
Stories  of  Mother  Goose  Village.  M.  A.  Bigham. 
Story  Hour.  K.  D.  Wiggin. 
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Story  of  Mexico.  Charles  Morris. 

Story  of  Music  and  Musicians.  L.  C.  Lillie. 

Story  of  Three  Great  Artists.  E.  M.  Cyr. 

Story  of  Wool.  S.  W.  Bassett. 

Tales  of  Canterbury  Pilgrims.  E.  J.  H.  Darton. 

Thirty  More  Famous  Stories.  James  Baldwin. 

Through  the  Farmyard  Gate.  Emily  Poulsson. 

Training  of  Wild  Animals.  F.  C.  Bostock. 

Trees  Every  Child  Should  Know.  J.  E.  Rogers. 

When  Mother  Lets  Us  Sew.  Virginia  Ralston. 

Wigwam  Stories.  M.  C.  Judd. 

Wild  Flowers  Every  Child  Should  Know.  F.  W.  Stack. 

The  Wonder  Workers.  M.  H.  Wade. 

Yankee  Ships  and  Yankee  Sailors.  James  Barnes. 

The  Young  Apprentice.  B.  E.  Stevenson. 

The  Young  Farmer.  G.  B.  Hill. 

Non-Fiction : — 

African  Campfires.  S.  E.  White. 

Americans  and  Others.  Agnes  Repplier. 

Art  of  Writing  and  Speaking  the  English  Language,  6v. 

Sherwin  Cody. 

Autobiography.  Theodore  Roosevelt. 

The  Balkan  Wars.  J.  G.  Schurman. 

California  Coast  Trails.  J.  S.  Chase. 

Divine  Love  Vindicated.  H.  W.  Southworth. 

A  Far  Journey.  A.  M.  Rihbany. 

Fertilizers.  E.  B.  Voorhees. 

Forty  Years  After.  H.  C.  Bailey. 

Germany  and  England.  J.  A.  Cramb. 

Germany  and  the  Germans.  Price  Collier. 

Germany,  a  Short  History  of.  E.  F.  Henderson. 

The  Land  of  Footprints.  S.  E.  White. 

Lee,  Robert  E.  T.  N.  Page. 

Letters  of  a  Woman  Homesteader.  E.  P.  Stewart. 

Life  in  America  One  Hundred  Years  Ago.  Gaillard  Hunt. 
McDowell,  Edward.  Lawrence  Gilman. 

Making  the  Farm  Pay.  C.  C.  Bowsfield. 
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The  Mexican  People.  L.  G.  Lara. 

Milk  and  Its  Products.  H.  H.  Wing. 

Music  History,  Outlines  of.  C.  G.  Hamilton. 

Our  Common  Road.  Agnes  Edwards. 

Our  National  Parks.  John  Muir. 

Panama  Canal.  F.  J.  Haskin. 

Personality  of  American  Cities.  Edward  Hungerford. 
Scenes  from  Every  Land.  G.  H.  Grosvenor. 

Standard  Operas.  G.  P.  Upton. 

Success  in  Music.  H.  T.  Finck. 

39th  Regiment,  Mass.  Vol.,  1862-65.  A.  S.  Roe. 
Through  Our  Unknown  Southwest.  A.  C.  Lant. 

Village  Life  in  America.  C.  C.  Richards. 

What  Men  Live  By.  R.  C.  Cabot. 

When  I  Was  a  Child.  Yoshio  Markino. 

Woman  and  Labor.  Olive  Schreiner. 

Women  and  the  Alphabet.  T.  W.  Higginson. 

Writings  of  John  Burroughs,  15  vols. 

Vital  Records  of  Abington,  Brockton,  Dunstable,  Kingston, 
Reading,  Tewksbury,  Wakefield  and  West  Bridgewater. 


Finance  Committee  Report. 


The  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  Taft  Public 
Library  for  the  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1914. 

Resources. 


Appropriation . 

Balance  from  last  year 
Fines . 


$300  00 
12  13 
7  80 


$319  93 
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Expenditures. 

Lena  W.  George,  librarian .  $100  00 

Forrest  T.  Lowell,  janitor .  750 

R.  K.  Mathewson,  janitor .  9  63 

E.  L.  Wilson,  book  and  supplies. ...  3  80 

Lena  W.  George,  supplies .  4  87 

F.  K.  Brown,  supplies .  4  68 

E.  F.  Driscoll,  magazines .  17  70 

Jacob  R.  Brown,  labor  and  supplies.  7  40 

H.  W.  Wilson  Co.  “Readers’ 

Guide” .  4  00 

Ginn  &  Co.,  books .  2  87 

Samuel  W.  Wood, labor  and  supplies  32  55 

G.  M.  Billings,  slips  and  labels. ...  5  00 

National  Geographic  Society,  book.  1  00 

Old  Corner  Book  Store,  books .  84  21 

L.  A.  Wells  Binding  Co .  1121 

James  Brown  Binding  Co .  5  80 

Mrs.  Sumner  Allen,  carrying  books 

to  Albeeville  school .  3  50 

H.  M.  Curtiss  Coal  Co.,  coal .  8  50 

Balance  on  hand .  571 

-  $319  93 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LYMAN  COOK, 

HENRY  M.  BURR, 


Finance  Committee. 


AUDITOR’S  REPORT. 


I  have  examined  the  accounts  of  all  the  Town  Officers  who 
have  received  or  disbursed  funds  belonging  to  the  Town  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  January  1,  1915,  and  find  them  correctly  kept 
and  with  proper  vouchers. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

GEO.  M.  TAFT, 
Auditor. 


Mendon,  Feb.  5,  1915. 
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Term  expires  1917. 


LYMAN  COOK, 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE’S  REPORT. 


The  School  Committee  submit  the  following  report  for  the 
year  ending  Jan.  1,  1915. 


RESOURCES. 


Appropriation  .  $3,500  00 

Appropriation  for  School  Physician.  25  00 

From  State  of  Massachusetts,  school 

fund  .  1,071  62 

From  State  of  Massachusetts,  Super¬ 
intendent  . 416  67 

From  State  of  Massachusetts,  High 

School  Assistant  .  500  00 

From  County  Treasurer  (dog  tax) . .  187  88 

From  M.  M.  Moran,  rent  of  North 

Avenue  Building .  15  00 

From  City  of  Boston,  tuition .  68  50 

Balance  from  last  year . . .  362  43 


$6,147  10 


EXPENDITURES. 


Teachers’  salaries .  $3,335  50 

Superintendent .  666  60 

Care  of  buildings .  370  50 

Fuel  .  525  75 

Transportation  .  863  62 

Text  books  and  supplies .  362  18 

Incidentals  .  360  04 

School  Physician  (two  years) .  50  00 


Overdrawn 


$6,534  19 
$387  09 
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Teachers. 


M.  Claude  Moore .  $540  00 

C.  Harold  Risley .  337  50 

Ruby  L.  Mead .  300  00 

Ruth  A.  Walker .  187  50 

Mabelle  Carlon .  252  00 

Karin  L.  Ekman .  168  00 

Lois  A.  Congdon .  210  00 

Laura  R.  Looke .  154  00 

Mary  E.  Dudley .  420  00 

Lena  Williams  .  350  00 

Maria  E.  Allen  .  332  50 

Frank  H.  Lowell  .  15  00 

Ernestine  Harding  Wilcox .  69  00 


Superintendent. 


F.  G.  Atwell 


Care  of  Buildings. 


George  A.  Parkinson .  $317  50 

Georgianna  Cook .  35  50 

Leon  Wise  .  10  50 

Maria  E.  Allen .  7  00 


Transportation. 


J.  Franklin  Leonard .  $420  00 

Leonard  E.  Taft .  280  00 

Milford  &  Uxbridge  St.  Ry.  Co _  163  62 


Fuel. 

Albeeville,  Henry  W.  Gaskill .  $25  00 


East  Mendon,  Milford  Coal  Co .  32  00 

East  Mendon,  J.  Stuart  Cox .  15  75 


$3,335  50 

$666  60 

$370  50 

$863  62 

$25  00 

$47  75 
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Center,  Milford  Coal  Co .  $441  00 

Center,  Henry  W.  Gaskill .  10  00 

Center,  Joseph  Taylor .  2  00 

-  $453  00 


$525  75 

Text  Books  and  Supplies. 

Henry  L.  Patrick .  $  80 

J.  J.  Gibbs .  20  65 

Milwaukee  Dustless  Brush  Co .  8  50 

Edward  E.  Babb  &Co .  50  18 

Ginn  &  Co .  13  82 

D.  C.  Heath  &  Co .  49  23 

Houghton,  Mifflin  Company .  1 1  34 

J.  L.  Hammett  Company .  100  66 

Wright  &  Potter  Printing  Co .  1  85 

F.  G.  Atwell .  11  13 

Milford  Journal  Co .  7  50 

Allyn  &  Bacon .  5  76 

Little,  Brown  &  Co .  20  86 

L.  E.  Knott  Apparatus  Co .  2  47 

American  Book  Co .  18  50 

Brewer  &  Co .  37  73 

E.  H.  Whittemore .  1  20 

-  $362  18 

School  Physician. 

Dr.  K.  A.  Campbell  (two  years)  . .  $50  00 

Incidentals. 

F.  G.  Atwell,  telephone,  express,  repairs, 

carfares,  etc .  $25  91 

Geo.  A.  Parkinson,  glass,  setting,  etc.. .  6  45 

Geo.  A.  Parkinson,  mowing  lawn .  5  00 

Edward  T.  Powers,  repairing  pipe.  ...  1  00 

Ross  Bros.  Co.,  iron  wheelbarrow .  4  50 

Henry  L.  Patrick,  basket,  pails  and  soap.  1  70 

Avery  &  Woodbury  Co.,  cloth,  ribbon, 

cord,  etc .  4  77 
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J.  F.  Damon,  repairing  lawn  mower.  ...  75 

Herbert  C.  Forbes,  lettering  diplomas. .  1  75 

Remick  Furniture  Co.,  curtains,  cords 

and  chair .  7  50 

Joseph  H.  Dudley,  labor  at  church.  ...  2  00 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  record  book,  district 
meeting,  cleaning  chimney,  nails 

and  postage .  6  88 

J.  Stuart  Cox,  broom,  etc .  95 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  halyards,  snaps,  keys, 

labor,  etc .  6  84 

George  G.  Davenport,  cleaning  vaults.  .  6  00 

Milford  Journal  Co.,  programs .  4  25 

Everett  D.  Robinson,  sand .  2  00 

F.  K.  Brown,  soap,  oil,  freight  and 

cartage .  6  59 

George  E.  Thayer,  use  of  well .  3  00 

W.  G.  Fiske,  shingles,  lumber  and  nails.  84  59 

F.  G.  Halsing,  shingling  North  Ave. 

buildings  .  31  42 

Albert  E.  Kingsbury,  shingling  Albee- 

ville  building  .  1050 

Albert  E.  Kingsbury,  painting,  Albeeville 

and  North  Ave .  100  00 

Mrs.  Lora  E.  Williams,  use  of  well ....  3  00 

M.  Steinert  &  Sons’  Co.,  tuning  piano.  4  00 

Herbert  J.  George,  cleaning  up  at  North 

Ave . 1  50 

Lyman  Cook,  taking  school  census,  dis¬ 
trict  meeting,  labor,  etc .  17  19 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  secretary  of  commit¬ 
tee  .  10  00 

-  $360  04 


Respectfully  submitted, 

LYMAN  COOK, 

HENRY  W.  GASKILL, 
LENA  W.  GEORGE, 

Jan.  26,  1915.  School  Committee. 


SUPERINTENDENT’S  REPORT. 


To  the  School  Committee  of  Mendon  : — 

The  twenty-first  annual  report  of  the  superintendent  of 
schools  is  herewith  presented: — 

Teachers  and  Salaries. 

This  year  opened  with  four  new  teachers,  one  more  than  last 
year.  Frequent  changes  of  teachers  are  to  be  expected  in  the 
smaller  towns.  They  are,  nevertheless,  a  distinct  disadvantage  to 
rural  schools.  In  many  small  towns  from  one-third  to  one-half  of 
the  expense  of  education  is  borne  by  the  State.  Mendon  receives 
approximately  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  per  year  on  the 
average  from  the  State.  But  this  outside  aid,  even  in  such  gener¬ 
ous  amounts,  does  not  enable  the  small  towns  to  keep  up  to  the 
standards  of  the  larger  towns  and  cities.  The  rural  school  prob¬ 
lem  is  now  recognized  by  school  men  everywhere  as  one  of  great 
magnitude  and  importance.  Of  course,  suitable  buildings,  ade¬ 
quate  equipment,  proper  grading,  transportation  and  many  other 
requirements  must  be  considered  in  its  solution,  but  a  question  far 
greater  and  more  difficult  is  the  question  of  the  right  sort  of  teach¬ 
ers.  “As  is  the  teacher,  so  is  the  school,”  is  an  educational  maxim 
which  applies  with  special  force  to  the  rural  school. 

The  difficulty  in  Mendon  is  not  so  much  to  secure  good  teach¬ 
ers  as  to  retain  their  services  for  a  series  of  years.  During  the  past 
two  years  we  have  lost  two  good  teachers  from  the  high  school  and 
two  more  from  the  grammar  school  after  a  single  year’s  service  in 
each  case.  This  was  a  great  loss  to  the  schools.  Any  one  of  these 
teachers  would  have  been  worth  more  the  second  year  than  any  new 
teacher.  There  is  an  inevitable  loss  in  the  mere  fact  of  change.  Miss 
Dudley’s  school  is  always  in  good  working  order  by  the  end  of  the 
first  day  of  the  school  year.  It  wrould  take  a  month  for  any  new 
teacher  to  adjust  herself  to  the  new  conditions,  and  another  month 
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or  longer  before  she  would  be  familiar  with  the  conditions  of  the 
town.  I  firmly  believe  it  would  prove  to  be  the  best  kind  of  econ¬ 
omy  to  raise  the  salary  of  good  teachers  so  as  to  keep  them  more 
than  one  year. 

The  question  naturally  arises  at  this  point  what  to  do  in  the 
case  of  teachers  who  for  one  reason  or  another  are  not  quite  satis¬ 
factory.  It  is  assumed  that  a  teacher  will  in  all  cases  be  given  a 
full  and  fair  opportunity  to  make  good.  If,  after  due  trial,  he  or 
she  proves  to  be  a  misfit  for  that  particular  place,  it  is  best  for  the 
teacher,  the  school  and  the  town  that  a  change  be  made  at  the  end 
of  the  year.  Only  in  rare  cases  is  a  change  during  the  year  ad¬ 
visable.  It  encourages  the  pupils  to  feel  that  they  can  at  any  time 
get  rid  of  a  teacher  to  whom  they  do  not  happen  to  take  a  fancy. 
This  would  be  exceedingly  unfortunate  for  the  school  and  unjust 
to  the  teacher.  In  no  case  is  it  wise  for  one  to  rock  the  boat  in 
which  he  is  himself  a  passenger. 

The  present  corps  of  teachers  seems  to  be  individually  and 
collectively  satisfactory.  The  discipline  and  instruction  are  good, 
and  the  spirit  of  the  pupils  is  on  the  whole  studious.  This  is  as  it 
should  be,  for  unless  the  children  study,  the  best  of  teaching  will 
fail  to  achieve  its  purpose.  Hard  study  on  the  one  hand  is  as 
essential  to  the  education  of  the  child  as  is  good  teaching  on  the 
other.  Unless  we  can  have  both,  the  money  expended  for  educa¬ 
tional  purposes  is  wasted  to  just  the  extent  that  either  is  lacking. 
There  never  was  a  really  good  school  where  the  lessons  were  not 
thoroughly  learned,  but  many  able  men  and  women  have  come 
from  schools  where  the  teaching  was  not  altogether  good.  Hence 
the  inference  is  that  lessons  should  be  studied  until  they  are  learned. 
This  is  one  of  the  most  important  educational  principles  I  know, 
and  the  best  teacher  is  the  one  who  can  enforce  it,  without  friction 
if  possible,  but  with  friction  if  necessary. 

One  Session  in  the  High  School. 

The  change  from  two  sessions  to  one  was  made  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  winter  term.  All  of  the  patrons  of  the  school  were 
asked  to  express  their  wishes  in  the  matter,  and  an  unexpectedly 
large  majority  favored  a  trial  of  the  one-session  plan.  It  seems 
to  be  working  very  satisfactorily.  It  separates  the  larger  from  the 
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smaller  pupils  at  recess,  during  the  lunch  period,  and  on  the  school 
grounds.  This  is  a  distinct  advantage  in  many  ways.  There  will 
be  more  room  for  sports  and  less  danger  from  accidents  to  the 
small  pupils.  Possibly  the  new  plan  may  not  be  so  convenient  for 
the  homes,  and  it  is  not  certain  it  will  be  conducive  to  the  physical 
welfare  of  the  students.  These  are  features  to  be  tested  out  by 
trial. 


Law  Relating  to  Vaccination. 

Most  of  the  parents  have  cheerfully  complied  with  all  legal 
requirements  as  to  vaccination.  The  very  few  who  have  not  prob¬ 
ably  do  not  clearly  understand  the  situation.  The  law  reads  as 
follows : — 

“A  child  who  has  not  been  vaccinated  shall  not  be  admitted  to 
a  public  school  except  upon  presentation  of  a  certificate  granted 
for  cause  stated  therein,  signed  by  a  regular  practising  physician 
that  he  is  not  a  fit  subject  for  vaccination.” 

It  will  be  observed  that  it  is  not  a  personal  consideration  with 
the  school  officials.  They  have  no  option  in  the  matter.  Their 
personal  opinions  as  to  the  wisdom  of  the  law  or  the  merits  of 
vaccination  have  no  bearing  upon  the  case.  The  law  distinctly 
states  that  a  child  who  has  not  been  vaccinated  shall  not  be  permit¬ 
ted  to  attend  school  unless  he  presents  a  certificate  of  exemption. 
If  the  law  is  just,  it  should  be  impartially  enforced.  If  unjust,  it 
should  be  repealed. 

The  summer  vacation  seems  to  be  the  natural  and  proper  time 
to  have  children  vaccinated.  If  attended  to  then,  children  are 
ready  for  school  when  it  opens.  Otherwise,  their  attendance  is 
interrupted  and  their  work  suffers  some  loss. 

All  of  the  above  is  taken  directly  from  last  year’s  report. 
.Some  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year  with  this  subject. 
There  are  fewer  unvaccinated  pupils  in  town  now  than  a  year  ago, 
and  the  feeling  against  vaccination  is  probably  less  strong.  In  fact, 
there  are  so  few  left  that  a  strict  enforcement  of  the  law  at  the 
opening  of  the  next  school  year  seems  not  only  proper,  but  practi¬ 
cable.  It  certainly  is  not  just  to  enforce  the  law  in  some  families 
and  not  in  others.  Besides,  we  are  advised  by  the  State  Board  of 
Education  that  there  is  only  one  thing  for  us  to  do,  and  that  is  to 
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enforce  the  law  even  to  the  point  of  excluding  all  unvaccinated 
children  from  school  unless  they  present  a  certificate  of  exemption. 

Buildings  and  Repairs. 

Taken  as  a  whole,  the  school  buildings  of  the  town  are  in  good 
shape.  The  main  building  is  in  good  repair  and  well  adapted  to 
its  purposes,  but  it  needs  painting  to  preserve  it.  Repairs,  includ¬ 
ing  shingling  and  a  new  floor,  have  been  made  at  Albeeville  from 
time  to  time,  so  that  now  the  house  is  in  very  good  condition.  The 
outbuildings,  also  those  at  East  Mendon,  need  attention.  They 
are  not  up  to  the  standards  which  the  town  maintains  in  other  mat¬ 
ters,  and  they  certainly  would  not  meet  the  approval  of  a  State  in¬ 
spector. 

New  Legislation. 

State-aided  high  schools  have  now  been  placed  under  the  direct 
control  of  the  State  Board  of  Education,  as  indicated  by  the  follow¬ 
ing  extract  from  the  school  laws :  “Any  high  school  maintained  by  a 
town  required  to  belong  to  a  superintendency  union  shall  be  main¬ 
tained  in  accordance  with  standards  of  organization,  equipment 
and  instruction  approved  from  time  to  time  by  the  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation.”  The  approval  of  the  board  depends  upon  the  report  and 
recommendation  of  the  agent  who  inspects  the  school,  and  his  report 
is  determined  largely  by  the  showing  which  the  various  classes 
make  at  the  time  of  his  visit.  Consequently,  poor  recitations  on 
that  particular  day  might  produce  unpleasant  results. 

Formerly  the  period  of  compulsory  school  attendance  extended 
from  seven  to  fourteen  years.  It  now  extends  to  sixteen  years  unless 
the  child  is  otherwise  regularly  occupied.  During  the  two  years 
between  fourteen  and  sixteen  years  of  age  a  child  must  either  be  in 
school  or  at  work.  All  children  who  remain  out  of  school  during 
these  two  years  are  required  to  have  a  special  home  permit,  or  an 
employment  certificate  if  they  work  elsewhere,  and  must  be  employed 
at  least  six  hours  per  day. 

Four  of  our  teachers  joined  the  Teachers’  Retirement  Associa¬ 
tion,  two  because  the  law  made  it  compulsory  and  two  voluntarily. 
The  retirement  law  went  into  effect  July  1,  1914.  Those  teachers 
who  entered  the  service  for  the  first  time  after  that  date  were  re- 
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quired  to  join  the  association.  The  minimum  annual  assessment 
is  thirty-five  dollars.  The  principle  of  the  retirement  law  is  that 
of  compulsory  insurance  or  enforced  saving.  Viewed  in  this  light, 
it  is  not  a  tax  or  an  expense,  but  an  investment  for  the  teachers.  If 
for  any  reason  a  member  leaves  the  State  or  ceases  to  teach  before 
the  age  at  which  she  would  be  entitled  to  a  pension  or  a  retirement 
allowance,  she  may  recover  all  the  money  she  has  paid  in  and  three 
per  cent,  compound  interest  on  the  same. 

A  new  tenure  of  office  law  w^ent  into  effect  on  July  1,  1914. 
It  applies  to  all  teachers  outside  the  city  of  Boston  who  have  served 
their  respective  towns  for  three  years  or  more.  Such  teachers 
must  be  re-elected  permanently  if  at  all.  Just  whom  this  law  will 
benefit  I  am  not  prepared  to  say,  but  it  is  not  likely  to  affect  us 
either  way  for  the  present. 

It  is  not  quite  conventional  to  close  a  report  with  a  quotation, 
but  the  following  from  Emerson  is  so  suggestive  to  old  and  young, 
and  yet  so  gentle,  that  I  venture  to  be  unconventional : — 

“The  chief  want  in  life  is  somebody  who  shall  make  us  do  the 
best  we  can.” 


Respectfully  submitted, 


February  2,  1915. 


F.  G.  ATWELL, 
Superintendent  of  Schools. 
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TEACHERS  AND  SALARIES,  DECEMBER,  1914. 


SCHOOLS. 

TEACHERS. 

SALARIES 

PER 

MONTH. 

PREPARATION. 

High, 

C.  Harold  Risley, 

$90  00 

Clark  College. 

Assistant, 

Ruth  A.  Walker, 

50  00 

Boston  University. 

Grammar, 

Karin  L.  Ekman, 

48  00 

Lowell  Normal. 

Intermediate, 

Laura  R.  Looke, 

44  00 

Farmington  Normal. 

Primary, 

Mary  E.  Dudley, 

48  00 

Mendon  High  School. 

East  Mendon, 

Lena  Williams, 

40  00 

Unadilla  Training  School. 

Albeeville, 

Music, 

Maria  Allen. 

Mrs.  E.  H.  Wilcox, 

38  00 

Wareham  High  School. 
Private  Instruction. 

SCHOOL  CALENDAR,  1914-1915. 


SCHOOLS. 

SCHOOL 

FALL 

TERM. 

WINTER  TERM. 

SPRING  TERM. 

YEAR. 

Opens. 

Closes. 

Opens. 

Closes. 

Opens. 

Closes. 

High  School, 
Grades, 

40  weeks 
36  weeks 

1914 
Sept.  8 
Sept.  14 

1914 
Dec.  18 
Dec.  18 

1914 
Dec.  28 
Jan.  4 

1915 
Mar.  26 
Mar.  19 

1915 
Apr.  5 
Apr.  5 

1915 
June  25 
June  18 

Holidays : — 

Labor  Day,  Columbus  Day,  Thanksgiving  Day  and  Friday 
following,  February  22,  April  19,  and  May  30. 


SCHOOL  CALENDAR,  1915-1916. 


SCHOOLS. 

SCHOOL 

FALL 

TERM. 

WINTER 

TERM. 

SPRING  TERM. 

YEAR. 

Opens. 

Closes. 

Opens. 

Closes. 

Opens. 

Closes. 

High  School, 
Grades, 

40  weeks. 
36  weeks. 

1915 
Sept.  7 
Sept.  13 

1915 
Dec.  17 
Dec.  17 

1915 

Dec.  27 
Jan.  3 

1916 

March  24 
March  17 

1916 
April  3 
April  3 

1916 
June  23 
June  16 

Holidays : — 

Labor  Day,  Columbus  Day,  Thanksgiving  Day  and  Friday 
following,  February  22,  April  19,  and  May  30. 


STATISTICAL  TABLE,  SEPTEMBER,  1913,  TO  JUNE,  1914. 
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Roll  of  Honor,  1913-1914. 


TWENTY-SEVEN  TERMS. 

High  School — Gladys  Blood. 

SEVEN  TERMS. 

Grammar — Lloyd  Whiting. 

SIX  TERMS. 

Grammar — Carl  Halsing,  Charles  Gillis. 

East  Mendon — Marjorie  Bullard. 

FOUR  TERMS. 

Inter?nediate — Hester  Springer. 

East  Mendon — Ralph  Cook. 

THREE  TERMS. 

Grammar — Kenneth  Taft,  Ella  Springer. 
Intermediate — Elsie  Lord. 

Primary — Gertrude  Haley,  George  Johnson. 

East  Mendon — Robert  McTurk. 

FALL  AND  WINTER  TERMS. 

Grammar — Martha  Lowell. 

East  Mendon — Gladys  Pinkham. 

FALL  AND  SPRING  TERMS. 

Grammar — Joseph  Northrop. 

Primary — Roland  A.  Rogers. 

East  Mendon — Hanson  Craddock,  Dorothy  McTurk. 
Albeeville — Helen  Wise. 
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WINTER  AND  SPRING  TERMS. 

Grammar — Catherine  Dacey. 

Primary — Donald  B.  Lowell. 

FALL  TERM. 

Intermediate — William  McDonald,  Grace  Moore,  Olive 
Phillips. 

Primary — Charlotte  E.  Marlow. 

WINTER  TERM. 

High  School — Minnie  Daffon,  A.  Maude  Davey. 

Grammar. — Hermine  Knight. 

Intermediate — Mary  McDonald,  Edward  Goss,  Carlton  Goss, 
Roy  Ferris. 

East  Mendon — Elsie  Pinkham,  Melvin  Pinkham. 

SPRING  TERM. 

Grammar — George  Ferris,  Quenie  Harding,  Vera  Johnson, 
Mary  Springer. 

Primary — Carrie  A.  Miller,  Edward  T.  Whiting. 

East  Mendon — Reginald  Cook,  Horace  Thayer,  Myla  Thayer. 


Graduation  Exercises  of  the 

MENDON  HIGH  SCHOOL 

AT  THE 


Unitarian  Church ,  Friday  Evening ,  June  19, 

1914 

AT  EIGHT  O'CLOCK. 

Processional  March 


Prayer 

REV.  C.  W.  ALLEN 

Song  of  Spring 

HIGH  SCHOOL  CHORUS 

Pearson 

Essay — Our  National  Parks 

GEORGE  MORTON  ALDRICH 

Essay — The  Raising  of  the  Maine 

ERNEST  PERRY  WOOD 

Essay — The  Silk  Industry 

DORIS  BICKNELL  THAYER 

Song — Selection  from  the  Melody  in  F 

HIGH  SCHOOL  CHORUS 

Rubinstein 

Essay — Radium 

EDITH  EVELYN  MARIE  HOBERG 

Essay — Modern  Ocean  Palaces 

LYMAN  COOK 

Solo  and  Chorus — Come  Back  to  Erin 

Claribel 

ERNEST  WOOD  AND  SCHOOL 
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Essay — Alaska 

MOSES  MILTON  COLEMAN 

Essay — The  United  States  Navy 

FORREST  TAFT  LOWELL 

Chorus  from  Ernani  Verdi 

HIGH  SCHOOL  CHORUS 

Presentation  of  Diplomas 

SUPERINTENDENT.  F.  G.  ATWELL 

Recessional  March 


CLASS  OFFICERS 

President — Moses  M.  Coleman.  Vice-President — Ernest  P.  Wood 
Secretary  and  Treasurer — Doris  B.  Thayer 


Class  Colors — Dark  Red  and  White.  Class  Flower — The  Jack  Rose 
Class  Motto — Pret  d’Accomplir.  (Ready  to  Accomplish) 


TOWN  WARRANT 


Worcester,  ss. 

To  the  Constable  of  the  Town  of  Mendon ,  in  the  County  of 

Worcester, 

Greeting : 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you 
are  directed  to  notify  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Mendon, 
qualified  to  vote  in  elections  and  in  town  affairs,  to  meet  at  the 
Town  Hall,  in  said  Mendon,  on  Monday,  the  first  day  of  March, 
punctually,  at  9  o’clock  A.  M.,  to  act  on  the  following  articles, 
viz : — 

Article  1 .  To  choose  a  Moderator  to  preside  in  said  meet¬ 
ing. 

Article  2.  To  bring  in  their  ballots  for  the  following  offi¬ 
cers,  viz  :  A  Town  Clerk  for  one  year ;  three  Selectmen  for  one 
year;  an  Assessor  for  three  years ;  three  Overseers  of  the  Poor 
for  one  year;  a  Town  Treasurer  for  one  year;  a  Tree  Warden 
for  one  year;  a  Collector  of  Taxes  for  one  year;  an  Auditor  for 
one  year;  a  Road  Commissioner  for  three  years;  a  Constable 
for  one  year;  three  Fence  Viewers  for  one  year;  a  Trustee  of 
the  Taft  Public  Library  for  two  years ;  one  School  Committee 
for  three  years;  also  to  bring  in  their  votes  Yes  or  No  in  answer 
to  the  question,  Shall  license  be  granted  for  the  sale  of  intoxi¬ 
cating  liquor  in  this  town ;  all  on  one  ballot,  designating  the 
office  intended  for  each  person  voted  for. 

Article  3.  To  hear  the  reports  of  the  several  town  officers 
and  committees  and  act  thereon. 
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Article  4.  To  choose  all  other  necessary  town  officers  for 
the  ensuing  year. 

Article  5.  To.  raise  such  sums  as  are  necessary  to  pay 
town  charges,  and  make  appropriations  of  the  same. 

Article  6.  To  see  what  measures  the  town  will  adopt  to 
secure  the  speedy  collection  of  taxes. 

Article  7.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  its  treasurer 
to  hire  money,  and  to  what  amount,  to  pay  current  expenses  for 
the  municipal  year  commencing  January  1,  1915,  in  anticipa¬ 
tion  of  revenue. 

Article  8.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
any  sum  of  money  for  Memorial  Day  services,  and  appoint  a 
committee  to  expend  the  same. 

Article  9.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take  relative 
to  actions  that  may  be  brought  by,  or  against  the  town. 

Article  10.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
any  sum  of  money  for  the  extermination  of  insect  pests  in  public 
ways  and  places,  said  appropriation  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  tree  warden. 

Article  11.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
any  sum  of  money  for  the  suppression  of  liquor  selling,  gam¬ 
bling  and  vice,  or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  12.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  any  sum  of  money  to  be  expended  on  highways, 
provided  the  Massachusetts  Highway  Commission  will  contri¬ 
bute  for  the  same. 

Article  13.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
any  sum  of  money  for  care  and  improvements  in  the  old  ceme¬ 
tery,  or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  14.  To  see  if  the  town  will  elect  a  finance  commit¬ 
tee,  or  take  any  action  in  relation  to  the  same. 

Article  15.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  establish  prices 
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for  the  sale  of  the  Town  Annals  on  hand,  or  take  any  action  in 
relation  thereto. 

Article  16.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and 

appropriate  any  sum  of  money  to  be  expended  for  a  building  to 
house  its  fire  apparatus,  or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  17.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the 
assessors  to  have  the  valuation  and  tax  list  of  1915  printed, 
appropriate  any  money  for  said  printing,  or  act  in  any  way  in 
relation  thereto. 

Article  18.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  sell  the  North 
Avenue  school  building  and  lot,  decide  what  shall  be  done  with 
the  proceeds,  if  sold,  and  appoint  a  committee  to  make  said  sale, 
or  act  in  any  way  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  19.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  claims  of  the  City  of  Worcester  for  aid  rendered  persons 
claimed  by  said  city  to  have  a  settlement  in  Mendon. 

Article  20.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take,  if  any, 
to  raise  and  appropriate  $50.00  for  the  George  Washington 
Memorial  Building,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Article  21.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and 
appropriate  any  sum  of  money  for  painting  the  Town  House 
and  Taft  Public  Library,  or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  22.  To  see  if  the  town  will  take  any  action  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  amendment  of  its  by-laws,  or  adopt  any  new  ones. 

Article  23.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take  in 
regard  to  buying  a  new  Road  Scraper,  if  any,  raise  and  appro¬ 
priate  any  money  for  the  same. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  Warrant,  by  posting  up 
attested  copies  thereof  at  each  of  the  following  places  in  said 
Town,  seven  days  at  least  before  the  time  of  holding  said  meet¬ 
ing  : — at  the  Post  Office,  and  on  the  Guide  Post  near  the  School- 
house  in  Albeeville,  and  at  the  Post  Office  at  South  Milford. 
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Hereof,  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  Warrant, 
with  your  doings  thereon,  to  the  Selectmen  and  Town  Clerk, 
before  the  time  and  place  of  meeting  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands  at  Mendon,  this  eighth  day  of 
February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  fifteen. 

HENRY  M.  BURR, 

SMITH  A.  STEERE, 

EDWARD  T.  POWERS, 

Selectmen  of  Mendon. 


A  true  copy,  attest : 


T.  OTIS  DAFFON, 


Constable  of  Mendon. 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 


OF  THE  VARIOUS 


BOARDS  OF  TOWN  OFFICERS 


OF  THE 


TOWN  OF  MENDON 


INCLUDING  THE  REPORT  OF  THE 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

FOR  THE 


Municipal  Year  Ending  Dec.  3J,  19 \ 5. 

[249TH  ANNUAL  REPORT.] 


MILFORD,  MASS. 
Milford  Journal  Co.,  Printers. 
1916. 


TREASURER’S  REPORT 


The  undersigned  Treasurer  of  the  Town  of  Mendon  for  the 
financial  year  ending  December  31,  1915  respectfully  submits  an 
account  of  his  doings. 

The  Treasurer  debits  himself  with  receiving  the  following 


sums :  viz : — 

To  cash  received  from  the  Treasurer  for 

the  year  ending  December  31,  1914  $2,544  94 

To  cash  received  from  Milford  Savings 

Bank .  10,000  00 

To  cash  received  from  Collector,  1913.  355  00 

To  cash  received  from  Collector,  1914.  2,896  43 

To  cash  received  from  Collector,  1915  9,705  87 

To  cash  received  from  collector,  excise 

tax  M.  &  U.  St.  Ry.  Co .  206  13 

To  cash  received  from  collector  excise 

tax  M.  A.  &  W.  St.  Ry.  Co .  41  02 

To  cash  received  from  collector  excise 

tax  Worcester  Suburban  St.  Ry.  Co.  614  75 
To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Street  Railway  tax .  943  62 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

State  Road  1914  .  1,000  00 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

State  Road  1915  .  1,000  00 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Inspection  of  animals .  23  25 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Assistant  High  school .  500  00 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Public  Service  Corporation  tax.  .  30  58 
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To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Business  Corporation  tax .  36  95 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Business  Corporation  tax  1914..  36  00 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

National  Bank  tax .  529  71 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

State  Aid .  318  00 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Burial  Indigent  Soldier .  50  00 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Tuition  School  children  .  96  00 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

1-2  expense  fire  Apparatus .  3  75 

To  cash  received  from  Frank  J.  Dutcher 

on  account  Supervision  of  Schools  416  67 
To  cash  received  from  Town  of  Ux¬ 
bridge,  Tuition  School  children.  .  108  00 

To  cash  received  from  Town  of  Sutton, 

Department  of  Poor .  75  50 

To  cash  received  from  Town  of  Mil¬ 
ford,  Department  of  Poor .  10  50 

To  cash  received  from  City  of  Boston, 

tuition  of  school  children .  78  75 

To  cash  received  from  County  Treas¬ 
urer,  Dog  tax  .  155  68 

To  cash  received  from  Moses  M.  Cole¬ 
man,  janitor  Town  Hall  .  15  00 

To  cash  received  from  Arthur  E. 

Brown,  janitor  Town  Hall .  77  00 

To  cash  received  from  Clerk  of  3rd  dis¬ 
trict  Court,  fines  .  5  64 

To  cash  received  from  Louis  Benard, 

on  account  forest  fire .  9  95 

To  cash  received  from  John  J.  O’Sulli¬ 
van,  on  account  forest  fire .  5  81 

To  cash  received  from  Daniel  J.  Cronan,  7  46 


To  cash  received  from  Milford  &  Upton 

R.  R.  Co.,  on  account  forest  fire  .  .  59  01 

To  cash  received  from  Mrs.  Annie  Darl¬ 
ing,  rent  of  Alliance  room .  12  00 

To  cash  received  from  M.  &  U.  St.  Ry. 

Co.,  grove  license .  50  00 

To  cash  received  from  Daniel  H. 

Barnes,  bowling  alley  license.  ...  10  00 

To  cash  received  from  Charles  W.  Buck, 

skating  rink  license .  10  00 

To  cash  received  from  S.  Warren  Cook, 

auctioneer’s  license .  2  00 

To  cash  received  from  Samuel  A. 

Brown,  pool  table  license .  2  00 

To  cash  received  from  Raymond  A. 

Daley,  pool  table  license .  2  00 

To  cash  received  from  George  Gregory, 

pedler’s  license  .  3  00 

To  cash  received  from  Ernest  C.  M. 

Nason,  pedler’s  license .  3  00 

To  cash  received  for  merchandise  sold.  2  50 

To  cash  received  from  Frank  J.  Wilder, 

copy  Town  Annals .  3  00 

To  cash  received  from  W.  A.  Barry, 

1-2  fees  from  hay  scales .  1270 

To  cash  received  from  Taft  Public 

Library,  fines .  7  05 

To  cash  received  from  Albion  A.  Gas- 

kill,  tree  spraying .  150 

To  cash  received  from  Julius  A. 

George,  tree  spraying .  5  00 


$32,082  72 
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The  Treasurer  credits  himself  with  paying  the  following 
sums,  viz. — 

By  paying  168  Town  orders .  $15,332  19 

“  School  department .  1,355  10 

“  2  notes  new  school  building  650  00 

“  1  note  general  expense.  ...  500  00 

“  2  notes  anticipation  of  rev¬ 
enue,  1914  .  2,500  00 

“  1  note  anticipation  of  pay¬ 

ment  by  Massachusetts 
Highway  Commission, 

1914  .  1,000  00 

“  1  note  anticipation  of  pay¬ 

ment  by  Massachusetts 
Highway  Com.  1915....  1,000  00 

“  2  notes  anticipation  of  rev¬ 
enue,  19 15  .  6,000  00 

“  Interest  on  notes .  485  60 

“  State  Treasurer,  state  tax  .  .  1,657  50 

“  County  Treasurer,  County 

tax  .  752  00 

“  Bureau  of  Statistics .  10  00 

State  Treasurer,  National 

Bank  tax  .  90  88 

1  Order  from  Highway  Com¬ 
missioners,  account  State 

road,  1914  .  9  05 

By  cash  on  hand  to  balance .  740  40 

- - $32,082  72 

SCHOOL  DISTRICT  NO.  1  FUND. 

To  cash  received  from  committee  appointed  by  the 
Town  to  sell  building  and  land  in  old  school 

district  No.  1  .  $537  50 

Deposited  in  Milford  Savings  Bank .  $537  50 
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The  notes  against  the  town  January  1st.,  1916  are: — 

8  New  school  building  notes,  $500  each  $4,000  00 
8  New  school  building  notes,  $150  each  1,200  00 
2  Serial  notes,  general  expense,  $500 

each  .  1,000  00 

2  Notes  anticipation  of  revenue .  3,000  00 

-  $9,200  00 


Respectfully  submitted, 

LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 

Treasurer. 


Mendon,  January  20,  1916. 
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AUSTIN  WOOD  RELIEF  FUND. 
Dr. 

To  cash  received  L.  T.  Gaskill,  Treasurer 
1914-1915,  deposited!  in  Milford  Savings 


Bank .  $891  06 

To  cash  received  deposited  in  Worcester 

County  Institution  for  Savings .  726  53 

To  cash  received  interest  Milford  Savings 

Bank .  35  98 

To  cash  received  interest  Worcester  County 

Institution  for  Savings  .  28  32 

-  $1,681  89 


Cr. 

By  cash  paid  one  Town  order .  $25  00 

By  cash  deposited  in  Milford  Savings 

Bank .  927  04 

By  cash  deposited  in  Worcester  County 

Institution  for  Savings .  729  85 

-  $1,681  89 


Respectfully  submitted, 

LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 

Treasurer. 


Mendon,  January  1st,  1916. 


SELECTMEN’S  REPORT 


The  Selectmen  submit  the  following  report  of  expenditures  for 
the  municipal  year  ending  January  1,  1916. 

TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  auditor  .  $6  00 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  assessor .  70  00 

Samuel  W.  Wood,  assessor .  70  00 

Chas.  H.  Allen,  assessor .  85  00 

T.  O.  Daifon,  dog  officer  .  10  00 

Frank  M.  Aldrich,  lire  warden .  10  00 

Frank  M.  Aldrich,  tree  warden .  10  00 

T.  O.  Dalfon,  constable .  25  00 

L.  T.  Gaskill,  tax  collector  .  100  00 

L.  T.  Gaskill,  treasurer .  100  00 

Henry  M.  Burr,  selectman  .  50  00 

Henry  M.  Burr,  overseer  of  poor .  45  00 

E.  T.  Powers,  selectman .  30  00 

E.  T.  Powers,  overseer  of  poor .  6  00 

Smith  A.,  Steere,  selectman .  35  00 

Smith  A.  Steere,  overseer  of  poor .  6  00 

Chas.  H.  Allen,  sealer  of  weights  and 

measures,  minus  fees .  7  17 

Chas.  H.  Allen,  administering  oath  to 

24  officers  . . .  6  00 

Chas.  H.  Allen,  recording  14  deaths.  ...  2  80 

Chas.  H.  Allen,  recording  14  births  ....  7  00 

Chas.  H.  Allen,  recording  6  marriages.  .  1  20 

Chas.  H.  Allen,  salary  as  town  clerk  and 

registrar  .  75  00 


$757  17 
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MOTH  SCOUT. 


Frank  M.  Aldrich 
Geo.  M.  Aldrich  . 
Duncan  &  Goodell 


$137  37 
67  00 
3  50 

-  $207  87 


STREET  LIGHTING. 


Milford  &  Uxbridge  St.  Ry.  Co .  $40  00 

MEMORIAL  DAY. 

Memorial  Day  Committee .  55  00 

OLD  CEMETERY. 

Orders  to  old  cemetery  account .  $49  00 


PAINTING  TOWN  HOUSE  AND  LIBRARY. 
Resources. 

Two  appropriations  .  $250  00 

Expenditures. 


$134  00 
70  50 

16  00 
6  80 
22  70 

-  $250  00 

BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 


John  C.  Wood,  inspection  of  slaughtering  $19  50 

Fred  K.  Brown,  inspection  of  slaughtering  26  50 

Everett  Ballou,  quarantine .  1 2  00 

Samuel  E.  D.  Hartshorn,  quarantine  ....  18  00 


Painting  Town  House: — 

Labor  . 

Supplies  . 

Painting  Library: — 

Labor  . 

Supplies . 

Second  Coat . 
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Carl  M.  Taft,  transportation .  75 

Care  of  one  tubercular  patient .  246  32 

State  Board  of  Charity,  care  of  one 

patient  .  23  50 

Smith  A.  Steere,  use  of  automobile  and 

telephone  .  4  60 

Henry  M.  Burr,  postage  and  carfare.  ...  75 

Dr.  F.  H.  Lally,  fumigating, : — 

Hartshorn  .  5  00 

Bracci .  3  50 

Irons .  7  00 

-  $367  42 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  rope,  pulley  etc .  $  56 

F.  M.  Aldrich,  supplies .  2  14 

F.  M.  Aldrich,  investigating  fires .  2  95 

A.  E.  Brown,  housing  fire  wagon .  12  00 

Brady  bam  payroll .  7  50 

Hopedale  fire  department,  services  at 

Brady  fire .  25  00 

-  $50  15 


EXTERMINATION  OF  INSECT  PEST. 


F.  M.  Aldrich,  labor  and  express .  $109  84 

Gould’s  Manufacturing  Co .  17  20 

Grassall  Chemical  Co .  34  17 

G.  C.  Coffin,  use  of  wagon .  3  00 

John  Grenier,  labor .  10  50 

C.  L.  Grover,  labor .  9  00 


$183  71 
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INCIDENTALS. 

Town  Hall  Building. 

Moses  M.  Coleman,  janitor .  $23  08 

Moses  M.  Coleman,  erecting  voting  booths  50 

Arthur  E.  Brown,  janitor .  7332 

Arthur  E.  Brown,  erecting  voting  booths .  1  00 

Chas.  H.  Allen,  1  window .  2  00 

labor .  1  25 

E.  H.  Taft,  wood .  14  30 

Fred  K.  Brown,  supplies .  601 

-  $121  46 

PRINTING. 

G.  M.  Billings  .  $63  00 

Milford  Journal  Co .  77  60 

A.  W.  Brownell  .  4  70 

A.  H.  Bartlett  .  3  00 

Milford  Daily  News  .  2  04 

500  Moth  notices .  1  75 

-  $152  09 

Returning  Births  and  Deaths. 

M.  L.  Griswold,  returning  1  birth .  $  25 

Geo.  W.  Wood,  returning  1  death .  25 

Walter  Watson,  returning  4  deaths  ....  1  00 

-  $1  50 

Ballot  Clerks  and  Tellers. 

Edward  F.  Driscoll .  $5  00 

John  J.  Driscoll .  5  00 

Albion  A.  Gaskill .  2  00 

E.  A.  Snow .  2  00 

Edward  Whiting .  2  00 

Clarence  Taft .  5  00 


$21  00 
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POLICE. 

A.  E.  Brown,  services  July  3  and  4  .  .  .  .  $3  00 

T.  O.  Daffon,  services  July  3  and  4 .  3  00 

J.  B.  Driscoll,  services  July  3  and  4  .  . .  .  3  00 

-  $9  00 


FOREST  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


Commonwealth  of  Mass.,  wire  brooms  etc.  $7  50 

Forest  Fire  Payroll. 

Bernard  fire .  $9  95 

Linsett  swamp  fire  .  9  58 

Leon  Wise  fire .  15  84 

John  O’Sullivan  fire  .  581 

Jacques  fire .  7  30 

Morse  fire .  4  62 

Cronan  fire  .  7  46 

Geo.  F.  Allen  fire .  625 

Jackson  fire  .  28  17 

Davenport  fire .  1  50 

Riccio  fire .  2  25 

-  $106  23 


INCIDENTALS. 
Avery  &  Woodbury,  supplies  for  record 


room .  $4  50 

E.  T.  Powers,  repairing  watering  tub.  ...  2  60 

Hobbs  &  Warren,  book  for  recording 

dangerous  diseases  .  4  14 

Jeremiah  Murphy  and  Michael  Nolan, 

services .  12  84 

L.  T.  Gaskill,:— 

Henry  W.  Brown’s  burial  expense.  .  50  00 

Henry  C.  Snell,  services .  28  06 

E.  A.  Snow,  care  of  lawns .  16  00 
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Leonard  T.  Gaskill : — 

Use  of  well .  5  00 

Cash  for  postage  and  stamps .  6  25 

Expenses  to  Boston  twice .  3  00 

Carfares  to  Milford  .  6  00 

Telephone  toll .  25 

Statistical  report  for  Bureau  of 

Statistics .  6  00 

Perambulating  Town  bounds .  4  00 

Lewis  H.  Barney, coal  for  Record  building  8  50 

W.  &  L.  E.  Gurley,  supplies  for  sealer  of 

weights  and  measures .  345 

Clifford  Cook,  legal  advice .  15  00 

B.  E.  Knight,  repairing  ballot  box .  6  10 

T.  O.  Daffon,  killing  and  burying  dogs.  .  2  00 

Table  for  record  room .  4  00 

H.  M.  Burri- 

Expenses  to  Boston  .  2  00 

Stamps,  wrappers  and  postals .  2  43 

Perambulating  town  bounds,  3  days.  .  6  00 

Postage  telephone,  carfare .  4  84 

Smith  A.  Steere : — 

Repairs  on  Alliance  room .  3550 

Perambulating  town  bounds .  9  00 

Use  of  team .  2  00 

Use  of  automobile  .  5  00 

F.  M.  Aldrich,  acid  and  toll  calls  ....  1  60 

H.  J.  George,  insurance  .  117  70 

Carter  Ink  Co.,  state  ink .  42 

Worcester  Abstract  Co .  10  66 

Chas.  H.  Allen:— 

Care  of  record  room  and  lawn .  $6  00 

Sealing  hay  scales  .  1  00 

Carfare  and  express .  2  45 

Telephone  toll  and  postage  .  3  62 

N.  E.  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Co.,  toll 

service  .  35 
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Joseph  J.  Fahey,  bringing  nurse  and  pul- 

motor  .  2  00 

Moses  U.  Gaskill,  Cattle  Inspector  ....  49  00 

W.  F.  Durgin,  services  .  3  52  . 

Howard  G.  Ramsey,  wiring  Town  House, 

Library,  Record  Room  .  105  00 

-  $557  79 

STATE  ROAD. 

MILFORD  ROAD. 

Resources. 

State  Highway  Commission  .  $1000  00 

Town  Appropriation  .  500  00 

Unexpended  balance .  46  38 

-  $1,546  38 

Expenditures. 

Old  bill,  paid  by  Road  Commissioners  .  .  $9  05 

Order  No.  1  .  122  00 

“  No.  2  .  183  00 

“  No.  3  .  79  00 

“  No.  4  .  134  90 

“  No.  5  .  99  40 

“  No.  6  .  106  80 

“  No.  7 .  41  00 

“  No.  8 .  37  15 

W.  W.  Barr,  gravel .  12  70 

M.  &.  U.  St.  Ry:— 

600  yds.  of  gravel,  and  hauling  at  75c  450  00 

Hauling  140  yds.  at  60c .  84  00 

Milford  Water  Co.,  water .  16  62 

Town  of  Milford,  use  of  steam  roller  .  .  45  00 

H.  M.  Curtiss,  coal  .  20  26 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  oil  and  waste .  1  75 
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Mass.  Highway  Commission,  pay  and  car¬ 
fare  of  engineers,  and  coal  for  steam 


roller  .  45  63 

James  L.  Liiley,  lettering  signs .  2  30 

Oiling  road  .  55  82 

-  $1,546  38 


State  Aid  Pensioners. 

State  aid  to  pensioners,  Chap.  468,  Acts 

of  1909,  12  months .  $272  00 

Repairs  of  Roads  and  Bridges. 


Order  to  Road  Commissioners .  $3,406  47 

SUPPORT  OF  POOR. 

Order  to  Overseers  of  Poor .  $1,856  60 

TAFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Order  to  Trustees  Taft  Pub.  Library  $283  63 

SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS. 

Order  to  School  Committee  .  $3,525  00 

Special  appropriation  .  1,521  77 


MONEY  FROM  STREET  RAILWAY  COMPANIES  TO  BE 
EXPENDED  ON  HIGHWAYS. 


Milford  &  Uxbridge  St.  Ry.  Co .  $206  13 

Milford,  Attleboro  &  Woonsocket  St.  Ry. 

Co .  41  02 

Worcester  Consolidated  St.  Ry.  Co .  614  75 

State  Treasurer  .  943  62 


$1,805  52 
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The  Selectmen  report  the  available  assets  of  the  town  as 


follows : — 

Due  from  the  Tax  Collector,  1914  ...  .  $577  54 
Due  from  the  Tax  Collector,  1915  ....  2,754  09 

Cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer .  740  40 

Due  from  State,  aid  to  pensioners,  Chap. 

468,  Acts  of  1909  .  272  00 

-  $4,344  03 


The  liabilities  of  the  town,  so  far  as  known,  are  as  follows : — 

8  New  School  Building  notes .  $4,000  00 

8  New  School  Building  notes .  1,200  00 

2  General  expense  notes  .  1,000  00 

2  Notes  anticipation  of  revenue  .  3,000  00 

K.  A.  Campbell  M.  D .  87  75 

-  $9,287  75 

Net  indebtedness  of  the  town .  $4,943  72 

AUSTIN  WOOD  RELIEF  FUND. 


Austin  Wood  Relief  Fund .  $25  00 

-  $25  00 

Appropriations  for  1915: — 

Support  of  schools .  $3,500  00 

School  physician .  25  00 

Support  of  poor .  1,200  00 

Roads  and  bridges  .  1,000  00 

Taft  Public  Library  .  300  00 

Interest .  500  00 

Town  debt  .  1,150  00 

Incidentals .  800  00 

Town  officers .  800  00 

Moth  Scout .  200  00 

Board  of  Health .  200  00 

Fire  Department  .  200  00 

Soldier’s  Relief  .  50  00 
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Street  Lights .  40  00 

Insect  Pest  .  200  00 

Suppression  of  liquor  selling,  gambling 

and  vice .  50  00 

State  Road  ( Milford  Road) .  500  00 

Old  Cemetery  .  50  00 

Painting  Town  Buildings  .  150  00 

Painting  Town  Buildings,  additional.  ...  100  00 

Memorial  Day .  55  00 


RECAPITULATION. 


Town  officers  .  $757  17 

Moth  scout  .  207  87 

Street  lights  .  40  00 

Memorial  Day .  55  00 

Old  Cemetery  .  49  00 

Painting  Town  House  and  Library .  250  00 

Board  of  Health .  367  42 

Fire  Department .  50  15 

Extermination  of  Insect  Pest .  183  71 

Incidentals  .  969  07 

State  Road  .  1,546  38 

State  aid .  272  00 

Roads  and  bridges .  3,406  47 

Support  of  poor .  1,856  60 

Taft  Public  Library  .  283  63 

Schools  .  5,046  77 


$15,341  24 
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LIST  OF  JURORS. 


Name. 
Geo.  G.  Davenport, 
Geo.  E.  Phillips, 

J.  Franklin  Leonard, 
Willard  N.  Seibert, 
Moses  U.  Gaskill, 
Edward  F.  Driscoll, 
Samuel  W.  Wood, 
Andrew  J.  Byrne, 
Henry  M.  Burr, 
Arthur  E.  Brown, 
Leonard  T.  Gaskill, 
Chas.  H.  Allen, 
Samuel  A.  Brown, 


Occupation. 

Farmer. 

Plumber. 

Farmer. 

Poultryman. 

Poultryman. 

Mechanic. 

Carpenter. 

Farmer. 

Spindlemaker. 

Machinist. 

Retired. 

Carpenter. 

Mechanic. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  M.  BURR, 

SMITH  A.  STEERE, 
EDWARD  T.  POWERS, 

Selectmen  of  Mendon. 


Jan.  24,  1916. 
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COLLECTOR’S  REPORT. 


1913. 

Dr. 

To  balance  uncollected  Jan.  1,  1915  ...  .  $316  91 

Interest  received .  40  25 

-  $357  16 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  Town  Treasurer .  $355  00 

Abatements  .  2  16 

-  $357  16 


LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 

Collector  of  Taxes,  1913. 

Mendon,  January  1,  1916. 


1914. 

Dr. 


To  balance  uncollected  Jan.  1,  1915.  . .  .  $3,451  79 


Additional  assessments .  4  00 

Interest  received .  114  54 


Cr. 


$3,570  33 


By  cash  paid  Town  Treasurer .  $2,896  43 

Abatements  .  96  36 

Amount  uncollected .  577  54 

-  $3,570  33 

LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 


Collector  of  Taxes  1914. 


Mendon,  Jan.  1,  1916. 
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1915. 

Dr. 

To  taxes  committed  for  collection .  $12,370  08 

Additional  assessments .  932  70 

Interest  received  .  19  08 

-  $13,321  86 


Cr. 


By  cash  paid  Treasurer 
Amount  uncollected  . 


$10,567  77 
2,754  09 

-  $13,321  86 


Respectfully  submitted, 

LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 

Collector  of  Taxes  1915. 


Mendon,  January  5,  1915. 
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ROAD  COMMISSIONERS’  REPORT. 


The  Road  Commissioners  submit  the  following  report  for  the 
Municipal  Year  ending  Jan.  1,  1916. 

STATE  ROAD  (MILFORD  ROAD). 

Balance  from  1914  .  $46  38 

Paid. 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  supplies  $9  05 
Amt.  transferred  to  Selectmen  37  31 

- -  46  38 

March  1,  1915. 

RESOURCES. 

Balance  from  1914 .  $938  61 

Town  appropriation  .  1,000  00 

School  Dept,  (gravel) .  8  00 

Excise  tax,  M.  &  U.  St.  Ry.  Co .  206  13 

Excise  tax,  M.,  A.  &  W.  St.  Ry.  Co.  .  . .  41  02 

Excise  tax,  Wor.  Con.  St.  Ry.  Co .  614  75 

Excise  tax,  State  Treasurer  .  943  62 

Selectmen,  oiling  State  Road  .  55  82 

-  $3,807  95 

EXPENDITURES. 

Clearing  Roads  of  Snow  and  Washouts. 

Chas  A.  Fletcher .  $4  50 

Harold  Wheeler .  10  40 

Lyman  E.  Wheeler .  8  00 

Geo.  B.  Cromb .  9  00 

Chas.  S.  Kelly .  2  00 

Wm.  Munsell .  2  00 


$35  90 
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Teams. 

Chas.  A.  Fletcher,  .  $22  50 

J.  Sewart  Cox,  repairing  washout,  E. 

Mendon  .  22  00 

Bridges. 

Dam  Swamp  and  Muddy  Brook. 

Chas.  A.  Fletcher,  poles  and  stringers  $45  00 

Labor. 

Chas.  A.  Fletcher  .  $3  75 

Geo.  B.  Cromb .  3  00 

Chas.  S.  Kelly .  3  00 

Chas.  H.  Allen .  4  OO 

Samuel  W.  Wood .  4  00 

- - -  $17  75 

Labor  on  Highways. 

Chas.  A.  Fletcher .  $195  00 

Geo.  B.  Cromb  .  210  00 

Chas  S.  Kelly .  200  75 

Harold  Wheeler  .  149  50 

Geo.  Foster .  106  00 

Lyman  E.  Wheeler .  73  00 

Fred  Cain . 6  00 

L.  W.  Holbrook .  20  00 

-  $960  25 

Teams. 

Chas.  A.  Fletcher .  $897  75 

Percy  T.  Kinsley .  185  00 

Wm.  F.  Irons .  70  00 

J.  Stuart  Cox  .  35  00 

Frank  H.  Wood .  32  50 

Joseph  J.  Taylor .  10  00 

-  $1,230  25 


i 
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Gravel. 

Wm.  W.  Barr .  $77  60 

Elizabeth  Fletcher .  80 

Abbott  Whiting  .  1  60 

Joseph  Lamothe  .  2  72 

Richard  Hogarth  .  2  80 

Luther  E.  Taft  .  6  08 

Harriett  A.  Brady  .  8  40 

Felix  Brothers  . .  1  76 

P.  W.  Taft,  Estate  of .  1  04 

Clarence  A.  Taft .  88 

Pierre  Girouard  .  2  88 

Edw.  H.  Taft .  2  88 

Moses  U.  Gaskill . .  2  88 

C.  C.  Ames .  9  40 

Geo.  G.  Davenport .  72 

Frederick  A.  Davenport .  1  44 

Chas.  A.  Henry .  1  44 

-  $125  32 

Milford  &  Uxbridge  St.  Ry.  Co.  gravel 

and  hauling  (4  bills)  .  $459  00 

2  bbls.  road  oil,  freight  and  ctg.  .  .  9  34 

-  $468  34 

Oiling  Highways. 

John  Baker  Jr.,  applying  5783  gals,  at  2c  $115  66 
Furnished  by  Mass.  Highway  Commission, 

3200  gals,  at  East  Mendon,  2583 
gals,  at  Milford  Road.  1420  gals  at 

5  l-2c  furnished  and  applied .  78  10 

-  $193  76 

Chas  Shumacher  Jr.,  labor  and  expenses, 

steam  roller  at  E.  M .  $21  12 

W.  C.  Robinson  &  Sons,  labor  and  sup¬ 
plies 


72  35 
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Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  tools  and  supplies. .  22  47 

Wm.  A.  Barry,  repairs  and  supplies  .  .  18  58 

Justin  F.  Southwick,  labor  and  supplies  .  206  70 

-  $341  22 


$3,462  29 

Balance  unexpended .  $345  66 

Respectfully  submitted, 


LUTHER  W.  HOLBRROK, 
CHARLES  A.  FLETCHER, 
JUSTIN  F.  SOUTHWICK, 

Road  Commissioners. 


Mendon,  Jan.  18,  1916. 
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TREE  WARDEN’S  REPORT. 


Resources. 

Appropriation  .  $200  00 

Private  Spraying .  5  00 

-  $205  00 

Expenses. 

Grasselli  Chemical  Co.,  lead  .  $34  17 

Gould  Mfg.  Co.,  2  bills,  repairs,  etc .  17  20 

Glenville  Coffin,  wagon .  3  00 

F.  M.  Aldrich,  labor,  cash  paid .  109  84 

John  Grenier .  10  50 

J.  Grover .  9  00 

-  $183  71 

Unexpended  .  $21  29 

F.  M.  ALDRICH, 


Tree  Warden. 
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REPORT  OF  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR 


The  Overseers  of  the  Poor  submit  the  following  report  for  the 
municipal  year  ending  Jan.  1,  1916. 

RESOURCES. 

Appropriation  .  $1,200  00 

EXPENDITURES. 

For  support  of  seven  persons  having  a 


settlement  in  Mendon .  $1,646  13 

City  of  Worcester,  care  of  three  persons 

having  a  settlement  in  Mendon  ...  140  00 

City  of  Boston,  care  of  1  person  having 

settlement  in  Mendon .  14  29 

Burial  of  one  person  having  settlement 

in  Mendon .  34  00 

Transportation  .  14  75 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  bill  .  5  28 

Office  expenses .  2  15 

-  $1,856  60 

Deficit .  $656  60 


Respectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  M.  BURR, 

SMITH  A.  STEERE, 
EDWARD  T.  POWERS, 

Overseers  of  Poor. 


Mendon,  Jan.  24.  1916. 
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REPORT  OF  TOWN  CLERK. 


DOGS  LICENSED  IN  1915. 


84  male  dogs .  $168  00 

6  female  dogs .  30  00 

-  $198  00 

License  fees .  18  00 

Paid  County  Treasurer .  $180  00 


BIRTHS  REGISTERED  IN  1915. 


Date  of 

Birth.  Name  of  Child. 

1914. 

June  4.  Barbara  Taylor, 

Sept.  28.  Francis  Joseph  Lamothe, 

1915. 

Jan.  7.  Louise  Evelyn  Miller, 

Jan.  30.  Alfred  Gordon  Perron, 
Mar.  15.  Roger  Alec.  Gordon, 

Apr.  1.  Cordelia  Roy, 

Apr.  4.  Powers, 

Apr.  7.  Evelyn  Eva  Gaskill, 

Apr.  20.  Ruth  Elizabeth  Hogarth, 
July  13.  Edward  Landon, 

Aug.  9.  Charles  P.  Norman, 

Aug.  16.  Marie  Anne  Bouchard, 
Sept.  14.  William  Lewis  Holbrook, 
Sept.  18.  Helen  Louise  Thiebault, 


Parents  with  Maiden 
Name  of  Mother. 


Joseph  and  Alice  G.  Coffin. 
Joseph  and  Sophia  Lariviere. 


Ernest  T.  and  Elizabeth  Mc¬ 
Cracken. 

Samuel  H.  and  Rose  Russell. 
Alec.  B.and  Gertrude  C.  Mother- 

way. 

Desire  and  Cordelia  Germaine. 
Edward  T.  and  Cecelia  G.  Conway. 
Earle  F.  and  Myrtle  Warren. 
John  S.  and  Elizabeth  F.  Smith. 
Edward  and  Sarah  Landon. 

Pierre  A.  and  Ella  M.  Schriebe. 
Nere  J.  and  Delina  Jacques. 
Lewis  W.  and  Edith  L.  Smith. 
Desire  E.  and  Stella  R.  Delasky. 


28 

MARRIAGES  REGISTERED  IN  1915. 


Date  of 


Marriage. 

Name  of  Groom  and  Bride. 

Residence. 

1915. 

July 

28. 

Ralph  Edward  Phillips, 

Mendon,  Mass. 

Eva  Daley, 

Mendon,  Mass. 

Aug. 

17. 

Ralph  Hicks  Gaskill, 

Mendon,  Mass. 

Nina  Marion  Taft, 

Mendon,  Mass. 

Jan. 

14. 

Charles  Cook  Daniels, 

Mendon,  Mass. 

Mary  Chapman, 

Woonsocket,  R.  I. 

Oct. 

28. 

George  Wilmarth  Cromb, 

Mendon,  Mass. 

Sarah  Maud  Amsden, 

Athol,  Mass. 

Nov. 

14. 

Jeremiah  Barry  Driscoll, 

Mendon,  Mass. 

Julia  Ann  Featherstone, 

Hopkinton,  Mass. 

Dec. 

25. 

Howard  Thornton  Worth, 

Mendon,  Mass. 

Bertha  Eldora  Pearson, 

Mendon,  Mass. 

Dec. 

23. 

John  Dornan  Cochrane, 

Mendon,  Mass. 

Lizzie  Dawson, 

Pawtucket,  R.  I. 

DEATHS  REGISTERED  IN  1915. 


D  ate  of 

Age. 

Death. 

Name. 

Y. 

M. 

D. 

1915. 

Jan. 

31. 

Mary  Broughey, 

71 

8 

6 

Feb. 

5. 

John  Bugbee  Mellen, 

75 

6 

7 

Mar 

20. 

Melissa  Goldthwaite, 

69 

0 

24 

Mar. 

24. 

Miranda  Hill  Gaskill, 

77 

11 

20 

Mar. 

26. 

William  English, 

53 

11 

7 

Mar. 

28. 

Albert  Warren  Gaskill, 

83 

3 

Mar. 

30. 

Martha  Jane  Pickering, 

73 

8 

13 

Apr. 

3. 

Putman  W.  Taft, 

93 

5 

3 

Apr. 

4. 

Powers, 

y2hr . 

Apr. 

19. 

Henry  Wheelock  Brown, 

70 

8 

1 

June 

26. 

Stephen  Warren  Cook, 

78 

6 

21 

Aug. 

5. 

Emily  Lomas, 

72 

5 

14 

Sept. 

18. 

Florence  Driscoll, 

66 

3 

16 

Nov. 

5. 

Cynthia  Bracci, 

5 

2 

22 

Dec. 

3. 

John  W.  Barry, 

64 

5 

9 

29 


If  errors  or  omissions  are  discovered  in  the  list  of  births, 
marriages  and  deaths,  report  them  to  the  town  clerk,  that  the 
record  may  be  corrected.  Section  6  of  Chapter  29  of  the  Revised 
Laws  requires  that  “Parents  within  forty  days  after  the  birth  of  a 
child,  and  every  householder,  within  forty  days  after  a  birth  in  his 
house,  shall  cause  notice  thereof  to  be  given  to  the  clerk  of  the 
city  or  town  in  which  such  child  is  born.  Every  householder  in 
whose  house  a  death  occurs,  shall,  wihin  five  days  thereafter 
cause  notice  thereof  to  be  given  to  the  board  of  health,  or,  if  the 
selectmen  constitute  such  board,  to  the  town  clerk.”  Section  29 
of  Chapter  151  of  the  Revised  Laws  reads  as  follows:  “If  a 
marriage  is  solemnized  in  another  state  between  parties  living  ira 
this  commonwealth,  who  return  to  dwell  here,  they  shall,  within 
seven  days  after  their  return,  file  with  the  clerk  or  registrar  of 
the  city  or  town  in  which  either  of  them)  lived  at  the  time  of 
their  marriage  a  certificate  or  declaration  of  their  marriage,  in¬ 
cluding  the  facts  relative  to  marriages  which  are  required  by  law, 
and  for  neglect  thereof  shall  forfeit  ten  dollars.” 

Blanks  for  the  return  of  all  vital  records  can  be  obtained 
from  the  town  clerk. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  H.  ALLEN, 

Town  Clerk. 

Mendon,  January  1,  1916. 
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THIRTY-FIFTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF 

TRUSTEES  TAFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


Your  Trustees  are  pleased  to  report  the  completion  of  another 
successful  year. 

The  library  building  and  its  surroundings  were  brightened  with 
a  new  coat  of  paint,  and  with  the  interior  electrically  lighted 
the  appearance  is  more  pleasing. 

The  number  of  gifts  of  magazines  and  books  given  by  different 
parties  the  past  year  has  been  more  than  ordinary,  and  the  trustees 
in  behalf  of  the  citizens  wish  to  thank  all  who  have  so  aided  the 
work  during  the  year. 

The  trustees  wish  to  express  their  gratitude  to  the  public 
school  teachers  who  have  directed  the  work  at  the  sub-stations  the 
past  year. 

All  persons  who  are  not  enjoying  the  privileges  of  the  library 
are  requested  to  familiarize  themsleves  with  its  facilities  and 
workings.  For  a  small  town  the  library  is  exceptionally  equipped. 

Most  of  the  success  of  the  library  the  past  year  is  due  to  the 
careful  work  and  interest  of  the  librarian,  and  the  trustees  are 
grateful  for  her  interest  and  co-operation. 

Your  trustees  recommend  the  usual  appropriation,  as  to  de¬ 
crease  the  same  would  be  an  unwise  policy  and  tend  to  injure  the 
present  standard  of  efficiency. 

F.  G.  ATWELL, 

H.  M.  BURR, 

LYMAN  COOK, 

EDWIN  L.  WILSON, 

EDWARD  F.  DRISCOLL, 

Trustees  Taft  Public  Library. 


December  31,  1915. 
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LIBRARIAN’S  REPORT. 


To  the  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public  Library  : — 

The  whole  number  of  volumes  given  out  during  the  year  was 
6599.  Largest  number  in  one  week,  198;  smallest  number,  65; 
average  number,  124  plus.  The  volumes  of  fiction  numbered  4105  ; 
magazines,  bound  and  unbound,  1667  ;  history,  131;  travel,  168; 
biography,  69;  literature,  111;  useful  and  fine  arts,  162;  natural 
science,  117;  all  others,  69. 

There  are  now  approximately  5,635  bound  volumes  in  the 
library.  278  were  added  the  past  year.  Of  these,  89  were  pun 
chased  by  the  town;  9  were  bound  magazines,  and  180  were  as 
follows:  Mrs.  A.  R.  Taft,  63  ;  Massachusetts  Library  Commission, 
62;  Charlotte  E.  Day,  25;  Secretary  of  Commonwealth,  22; 
Woman’s  Suffrage  Association,  1 ;  J.  C.  Forbes, 2;  General  Educa¬ 
tion  Board,  N.  Y.,  1  ;  F.  W.  Whitridge,  1 ;  Percy  Andreae,  1 ; 
Smithsonian  Institute,  1 ;  By  gift,  1.  J.  A.  George  gave  Harper’s 
Monthly  and  Outing  for  1914-15,  unbound. 

Magazines  subscribed  for  by  the  town  were  Century,  National 
Geographic,  Munsey,  Illustrated  World,  Field  and  Stream,  Scienti¬ 
fic  American,  St.  Nicholas,  Woman’s  Home  Companion  and  Ladies’ 
Home  Journal.  The  Atlantic,  World’s  Work,  Scribner’s,  Harper’s, 
Review  of  Reviews,  McClure’s,  Woman’s  Journal,  Remonstrance 
and  Our  Dumb  Animals  were  given  by  different  ones. 

Books  have  been  sent  to  Albeeville  and  East  Mendon  schools. 

$7.05  was  received  for  fines. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LENA  W.  GEORGE, 

Librarian. 


Mendon,  Jan.  1,  1916. 
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BOOKS  ADDED  IN  1915. 

Fiction : — 

Adventures  in  Land  of  Behemoth.  Jules  Verne. 
Barbara  Ladd.  C.  G.  D.  Roberts. 

Beltane  the  Smith.  Jeffrey  Farnol. 

Cheerful  Americans.  C.  B.  Loomis. 

The  Clansman.  Thomas  Dixon  Jr. 

The  Clarion.  S.  H.  Adams. 

Daddy-long-legs.  Jean  Webster. 

Daybreak.  Elizabeth  Miller. 

Duke  Jones.  Ethel  Sidgwick. 

Earth’s  Enigmas.  C.  G.  D.  Roberts. 

Eltham  House.  Mrs.  Humphrey  Ward. 

Far  Country.  Winston  Churchill. 

Felix  O’ Day.  F.  Hopkinson  Smith. 

Fergy  the  Guide.  H.  S.  Canfield. 

The  Foreigner.  Ralph  Connor. 

Friendship  Village.  Zona  Gale. 

Guests  of  Hercules.  C.  N.  &  A.  M.  Williamson. 

The  Harbor.  Ernest  Poole. 

Haunters  of  the  Silences.  C.  G.  D.  Roberts. 
Honorable  Mrs.  Garry.  Mrs.  Henry  de  la  Pasture. 
Hound  from  the  North.  Ridgwell  Cullum. 

House  of  the  Misty  Star.  Frances  Little. 

Indifference  of  Juliet.  G.  S.  Richmond. 

Idyl  of  Twin  Fires.  W.  P.  Eaton. 

Jaffery.  W.  J.  Locke. 

Johnny  Appleseed.  Eleanor  Atkinson. 

Kindred  of  the  Wild.  C.  G.  D.  Roberts. 

Light  That  Failed.  Rudyard  Kipling. 

Little  Comrade.  B.  E.  Stevenson. 

Little  Sir  Galahad.  Phoebe  Gray. 

Martha  and  Cupid.  J.  M.  Lippmann. 

Michael  O’Halloran.  G.  S.  Porter. 

Mine  Own  People.  Rudyard  Kipling. 

Old  Order  Changeth.  Archibald  Marshall. 

Pals  First.  F.  P.  Elliott. 


33 


Patrol  of  the  Sundance  Trail.  Ralph  Connor. 

The  Perfect  Tribute.  M.  R.  S.  Andrews. 

The  Phantom’  rickshaw.  Rudyard  Kipling. 

Princess  Mary’s  Gift  Book.  J.  M.  Barrie  and  others. 
Prudence  of  the  Parsonage.  Ethel  Hueston. 

Rogue  by  Compulsion.  Victor  Bridges. 

Rose-garden  Husband.  Margaret  Widdemer. 

Spray  on  the  Windows.  J.  E.  Buckrose. 

Stephen  March’s  way.  H.  H.  Knibbs. 

Still  Jim.  Honore  Willsie. 

Story  of  the  Gadsbys.  Rudyard  Kipling. 

Story  of  Waitstill  Baxter.  K.  D.  Wiggin. 
Stranger  at  the  Gate.  M.  O.  Wright. 

Thankful’s  Inheritance.  J.  C.  Lincoln. 

The  Turmoil.  Booth  Tarkington. 

Van  Cleve.  M.  S.  Watts. 

Victory.  Joseph  Conrad. 

Watchers  of  the  Trails.  C.  G.  D.  Roberts. 

The  White  Alley.  Carolyn  Wells. 

Juveniles : — 

Adventures  of  Johnny  Chuck.  T.  W.  Burgess. 
Adventures  of  Reddy  Fox.  T.  W.  Burgess. 

Asia.  F.  G.  Carpenter. 

Baby  Elton,  Quarter-back.  L.  W.  Quirk. 

Black  Bruin.  Clarence  Hawkes. 

Boy  with  the  U.  S.  Indians.  Francis  Rolt- Wheeler. 
Boy’s  Life  of  Gen.  Sheridan.  W.  L.  Goss. 
Doodles.  E.  C.  Dowd. 

Elsbeth,  Margarethe  Muller. 

Eskimo  Twins.  L.  F.  Perkins. 

For  the  Honor  of  the  School.  R.  H.  Barbour. 

Four  Wonders.  E.  E.  Shillig. 

Fox  Hunting.  C.  A.  Stephens. 

Golden  Mermaid.  Andrew  Lang. 

Horsemen  of  the  Plains.  J.  A.  Altsheler. 

How  the  World  is  Clothed.  F.  G.  Carpenter. 
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How  the  World  is  Fed.  F.  G.  Carpenter. 

How  the  World  is  Housed.  F.  G.  Carpenter. 

How  to  play  Baseball.  J.  J.  McGraw. 

In  the  Days  of  Giants.  A.  F.  Brown. 

Japanese  Twins.  L.  F.  Perkins. 

Katrinka.  H.  E.  Haskell. 

Left  on  Labrador.  C.  A.  Stephens. 

Little  Journeys  to  Holland.  M.  M.  George. 

Lynx  Hunting.  C.  A.  Stephens. 

Mooswa.  W.  A. Fraser. 

Off  to  the  Geysers.  C.  A.  Stephens. 

On  the  Amazons.  C.  A.  Stephens. 

On  the  Trail  of  the  Moose.  E.  S.  Ellis. 

Once  Upon  a  Time  in  Rhode  Island.  Katherine  Pyle. 
Our  little  German  Cousin.  M.  H.  Wade. 

The  Outcasts.  W.  A.  Fraser. 

Peter  and  Polly  in  Winter.  Rose  Lucia. 

Pollyanna  Grows  Up.  E.  H.  Porter. 

Real  Cinderella.  Nina  Rhoades. 

Red  Hunters.  C.  A.  Eastman. 

The  Sandman.  W.  J.  Hopkins. 

Through  the  Wilds.  C.  A.  J.  Farrar. 

Tom  Paulding.  Brander  Matthews. 

Tom  Strong,  Junior.  A.  B.  Mason. 

Trail  of  the  Sandhill  Stag.  E.  T.  Seton. 

Trail  to  the  Woods.  Clarence  Hawkes. 

Twelve  Huntsmen.  Andrew  Lang. 

Two  Little  Women.  Carolyn  Wells. 

When  Patty  Went  to  College.  Jean  Webster. 

Wood  Folk  at  School.  W.  J.  Long. 


Non  Fiction: — 

African  Game  Trails.  Theodore  Roosevelt. 

American  Angler’s  Book.  Thaddeus  Norris. 

American  Big  Game  Hunting.  Theodore  Roosevelt. 
Animal  Heroes.  E.  T.  Seton. 

Antelope  and  Deer  of  America.  J.  D.  Caton. 
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Atlas  of  the  World.  Rand  &  McNally. 

Australian  Byways.  Norman  Duncan. 

Austria  and  the  Austrian  People.  L.  G.  R.  Howard. 

Battle  Ground  Adventures  in  the  Civil  War.  Clifton  Johnson. 
Belgians  at  Home.  Clive  Holland. 

Bird  Homes.  A.  R.  Dugmore. 

Bird  Portraits.  E.  T.  Seton. 

Birds,  Home  life  of.  F.  H.  Herrick. 

Birds,  How  to  Attract.  Neltje  Blanchan. 

Birds  of  Massachusetts.  R.  H.  Howe. 

Birds  of  North  America.  J.  H.  Studer. 

Book  of  the  Black  Bass.  J.  A.  Henshall.  ; 

Busy  Man’s  Friend.  J.  L.  Nichols. 

Canadian  Wilds.  Mkrtin  Hunter. 

Civilization  and  Health.  Woods  Hutchinson. 

Clerk  of  the  Woods.  Bradford  Torrey. 

The  Complete  Angler.  Izaak  Walton. 

Cooking  for  Two.  J.  M.  Hill. 

Curb,  Snaffle  and  spur.  E.  L.  Anderson. 

Days  Off.  Henry  Van  Dyke. 

Europe  at  War. 

Everybody’s  Cyclopedia.  5  Vols. 

Everyman’s  Religion.  George  Hodges. 

Field  of  Social  Service.  Philip  Davis. 

Fighting  in  Flanders.  E.  A.  Powell. 

Fish  and  Fishing,  Book  of.  Louis  Rhead. 

Fisherman’s  Luck.  Henry  Van  Dyke. 

Fishing  with  the  Fly.  C.  F.  Orvis. 

Fly-rods  and  Fly-tackle.  H.  P.  Wells. 

Fox  Trapping.  A.  R.  Harding. 

France  and  the  French  People.  L.  G.  R.  Howard. 

Friendly  Russia.  Denis  Garstin. 

From  Alien  to  Citizen.  E.  A.  Steiner. 

Germany  and  the  Next  War.  F.  von  Bemhardi. 

The  Hare.  H.  A.  MacPherson. 

Hermits’  Wild  Friends.  M.  A.  Walton. 

How  to  know  the  Butterflies.  J.  H.  Comstock. 
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Howe,  Julia  Ward.  F.  H.  Hall. 

Hunting  Trips  of  a  Ranchman.  Theodore  Roosevelt. 
Jonathan  Papers.  Elizabeth  Woodbridge. 

Letters  of  an  Old  Fanner  to  His  Son.  W.  R.  Lighton. 
Library  of  Valuable  Knowledge.  25  Vols. 

Lowney’s  Cook  Book.  M.  W.  Howard. 

The  Melting  Pot.  Israel  Zangwill. 

Mink  Trapping.  A.  R.  Harding. 

My  Year  of  the  Great  War.  Frederick  Palmer. 

Nations  at  War.  W.  J.  Abbot. 

One  American’s  Opinion  of  the  European  War. 

F.  W.  Whitridge. 

Our  Flag  and  Its  Use.  E.  R.  Berry. 

Pan- Germanism.  R.  G.  Usher. 

Pentecost  of  Calamity.  Owren  Wister. 

Portrait  Book  of  Kings  of  Great  Britain.  T.  L.  Hare. 
Prohibition  Movement.  Percy  Andreae. 

The  Rabbit.  J.  E.  Harting. 

Radcliffe  College. 

Real  Truth  about  Germany.  Douglas  Sladen. 

Rifle  and  the  Hound.  S.  W.  Baker. 

Rifle,  Rod  and  Gun  in  California.  T.  S.  Van  Dyke. 

Rocky  Mountain  Wonderland.  E.  A.  Mills. 
Shakespeare-land.  Walter  Jerrold. 

Shakespeare’s  Complete  Works.  20  Vols. 

Siege  of  Boston.  Allen  French. 

Spell  of  Belgium.  Isabel  Anderson. 

Stories  to  tell  to  Children.  S.  C.  Bryant. 

Tales  of  Wood  Life.  Maxmilian  Foster. 

The  Theatre  of  Today.  H.  K.  Moderwell. 

Trees,  Shrubs,  Vines  etc.  J.  Kirkegaard. 

The  Trout.  Marquis  of  Granby. 

Unknown  Guest.  Maurice  Maeterlinck. 

Voyages  of  Captain  Scott.  Charles  Turley. 

Wild  Animals  I  Have  Known.  E.  T.  Seton. 

Wild  Fowlers.  C.  Bradford. 

With  Fly,  Rod  and  Camera.  E.  A.  Samuels. 
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With  the  Allies.  R.  H.  Davis. 

Woman  Suffrage.  F.  M.  Bjorkman. 

Bound  volumes  of  Harper’s,  Century,  Outing  and  St.  Nicholas. 
Vital  Records  of  Amesbury,  Cambridge,  Chelmsford,  Heath, 
Rochester  and  Tyngsbo rough. 


Finance  Committee  Report. 


The  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  Taft  Public  Library 
for  the  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1915. 

Resources. 

Appropriation  .  $300  00 

Balance  from  last  year .  5  71 

Fines  .  7  05 

-  $312  76 

Expenditures. 

N.  E.  Library  Binding  Co.,  binding  and 

magazines .  1  80 

H.  W.  Wilson  Co.,  “Reader’s  Guide”  ...  4  00 

Gaylord  Bros.,  labels .  1  45 

E.  H.  Taft,  wood  .  5  88 

E.  F.  Driscoll,  magazines .  15  75 

R.  K.  Mathewson,  janitor .  14  75 

A.  L.  A.  Publishing  Board,  books .  1  20 

Smith  A.  Steere,  painting  fence .  14  80 

H.  R.  Hunting  Co.,  books .  15  72 

E.  L.  Wilson,  labor  and  postage .  68 
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Mrs.  Sumner  Allen,  carrying  books  to 

Albeeville  school .  350 

De  Wolfe  and  Fiske  Co.,  books .  46  39 

James  Brown,  binding  books .  21  20 

N.  E.  Library  Binding  Co.,  binding  books  4  35 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  labor  .  75 

Lena  W.  George,  salary .  50  00 

Lena  W.  George,  book  and  express  ....  1  40 

Lena  W.  George,  salary .  50  00 

Lena  W.  George,  express  and  cartage.  ...  2  32 

F.  K.  Brown,  oil,  mdse .  3  64 

Old  Corner  Book  Store,  books .  25  05 

-  $283  63 


Respectfully  submitted, 

LYMAN  COOK, 

HENRY  M.  BURR, 

Finance  Committee. 


AUDITOR’S  REPORT. 


I  have  examined  the  accounts  of  all  the  Town  Officers  who 
have  received  or  disembursed  funds  belonging  to  the  town  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  January  1,  1915,  and  find  them  correctly  kept 
and  with  proper  vouchers. 

Respecfully  submitted, 

GEO.  M.  TAFT, 


Auditor. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


OF  THE 


Town  of  mendon 


FOR  THE 


SCHOOL  YEAR  1915 


MILFORD,  MASS. 
Milford  Journal  Co.,  Printers. 
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ORGANIZATION  OF 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  1915-1916. 


LYMAN  COOK  (Chairman), 
LENA  W.  GEORGE  (Secretary), 
CLARENCE  A.  TAFT, 


Term  expires  1916. 
Term  expires  1917- 
Term  expires  1918. 


Superintendent. 
F.  G.  ATWELL. 


Truant  Officers. 

GEORGE  A.  PARKINSON,  LYMAN  COOK, 

F.  G.  ATWELL. 
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SCHOOL  COMMITTEE’S  REPORT. 


The  School  Committee  submit  the  following  report  for  the 
year  ending  Jan.  1,  1916. 

RESOURCES. 

Appropriation  .  $3,500  00 

Appropriation  for  School  Physician  ....  25  00 

From  State,  Superintendent  .  416  67 

From  State,  High  School  Assistant  ....  500  00 

From  State,  tuition  .  96  00 

From  City  of  Boston,  tuition .  78  75 

From  Town  of  Uxbridge,  tuition  (2  yrs.)  108  00 

From  County  Treasurer,  dog  tax .  155  68 

From  appropriation  of  November,  1915  .  .  1,521  77 

-  $6,401  87 

EXPENDITURES. 

Teachers  .  $3,490  00 

Superintendent .  645  96 

Transportation .  781  62 

Fuel  .  436  00 

Care  of  buildings .  399  55 

Text  books  and  supplies .  273  10 

Incidentals .  375  64 

- $6,401  87 

Teachers. 

Charles  H.  Risley  .  $922  50 

Ruth  A.  Walker .  312  50 

Alice  C.  Pulsifer .  200  00 

Karin  L.  Ekman .  420  00 
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Laura  Looke  Strickland .  398  00 

Mary  E.  Dudley .  420  00 

Lena  Williams  .  220  00 

Agnes  M.  Fraser .  140  00 

Maria  E.  Allen .  342  00 

Ernestine  H.  Wilcox .  75  00 

Amy  Wheelock  .  40  00 

-  $3,490  00 

Superintendent. 

F.  G.  Atwell .  $645  96 

Care  of  Buildings. 

George  A.  Parkinson .  $313  50 

Maria  E.  Allen  .  18  00 

Georgianna  Cook  .  39  75 

Minnie  L.  Ballou .  25  30 

Mrs.  Richard  Hogarth .  3  00 

-  $399  55 

Fuel. 

Milford  Coal  Co.,  Center  .  $251  10 

H.  M.  Curtiss  Coal  Co.,  Center .  159  90 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  Center .  10  00 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  Albeeville  .  14  00 

Sumner  Allen,  Albeeville  .  1  00 

-  $436  00 

T  ransportation. 

Milford  &  Uxbridge  St.  Ry.  Co .  $204  12 

Leonard  E.  Taft  .  176  00 

J.  Franklin  Leonard  .  394  00 

George  M.  Taft .  7  50 

-  $781  62 

Text  Books  and  Supplies. 

J.  L.  Hammett  Company  .  $64  20 

Silver,  Burdette  &  Co .  10  00 
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American  Book  Co .  50  34 

The  Palmer  Co .  3  60 

Edward  E.  Babb  &  Co .  30  45 

Houghton, Mifflin  Co .  8  13 

Ginn  and  Company .  43  06 

Oliver  Ditson  Company .  5  40 

J.  J.  Gibbs .  25 

White,  Smith  Publishing  Co .  157 

D.  C.  Heath  &  Co .  28  92 

Milwaukee  Dustless  Brush  Co . .  12  00 

Milford  Journal  Co .  3  35 

The  Macmillan  Co .  11  83 

-  $273  10 


Incidentals. 

F.  G.  Atwell,  express,  telephone,  en¬ 
velopes,  carfares,  etc .  $16  11 

Henry  W.  Brown, repairing  lawn  mower 

and  clocks .  2  50 

Harry  Taft,  making  cover  for  window.  .  3  75 

Edward  T.  Powers,  labor  and  materials 

for  repairs  on  heater .  651 

H.  Edson  Wheeler,  repairing  clocks  ...  3  65 

Highway  Department,  gravel  .  8  00 

Edward  T.  Powers,  pipe  and  labor .  6  11 

Lora  E.  Williams,  use  of  well .  3  00 

Herbert  C.  Forbes,  lettering  diplomas  .  .  1  25 

Milford  Journal  Co.,  programs  and  ad¬ 
vertising  .  7  55 

Milford  Daily  News,  advertising .  2  28 

Joseph  H.  Dudley,  care  of  church  at 

graduation  .  2  00 

George  A.  Parkinson,  cartage,  setting  glass 

and  materials .  625 

George  A.  Parkinson,  mowing  lawn  ....  3  00 

Henry  L.  Patrick,  lawn  mower  and  tubs.  .  3  20 

Smith  A.  Steere,  painting  Center  building  210  00 
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Smith  A.  Steere,  repairing  gutters,  leading 

joints  and  pipe .  3  00 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  stepladder,  wires, 

batteries,  screws,  lock,  etc .  4  70 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  3  water  tanks .  6  75 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  garbage  pails,  cord 

chain,  etc .  5  30 

George  G.  Davenport,  cleaning  vaults  .  .  3  00 

Jacob  R.  Brown,  oil  and  labor,  Center  .  .  12  00 

Jacob  R.  Brown,  oil,  glass,  slate  and  labor, 

Albeeville  .  17  75 

Sumner  Allen,  cleaning  vaults,  Albeeville  1  00 

F.  K.  Brown,  oil,  soap,  pail,  broom,  etc.  .  3  03 

Remick  Furniture  Co.,  shade  rollers  ...  75 

George  H.  Locke,  lumber  .  96 

Samuel  W.  Wood,  making  tank  cover  .  .  2  00 

Lyman  Cook,  school  census,  district  meet¬ 
ing,  labor  and  supplies  .  14  63 

Clarence  A.  Taft,  district  meeting, 

labor,  screws  and  hinges .  4  36 

Lena  W.  George,  district  meeting  and 

secretary’s  salary .  11  25 

-  $375  64 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LYMAN  COOK, 

LENA  W.  GEORGE, 

CLARENCE  A  TAFT, 

School  Committee. 

Jan.  10,  1916. 


SUPERINTENDENT’S  REPORT. 


To  the  School  Committee  of  Mendon  : — 

The  twenty-second  annual  report  of  the  superintendent  of 
schools  is  herewith  presented. 

Teachers  and  Salaries. 

Not  so  many  teachers  left  us  during  the  summer  vacation  of 
1915  as  last  year,  and  yet  there  were  three,  if  the  music  teacher 
is  included.  We  can  not  expect  to  compete  with  the  larger  towns 
when  it  comes  to  salaries,  neither  can  the  small  town  offer  so 
many  attractions  or  advantages  which  appeal  to  the  average  teacher 
as  the  large  town.  The  most  frequent  changes  have  occurred  in 
the  high  school.  It  has  almost  become  the  custom  that  the  assis¬ 
tants  remain  but  one  year.  This  is  unfortunate  for  the  school,  and 
I  am  not  sure  it  is  the  best  thing  for  the  teachers. 

We  have  been  taking  graduates  fresh  from  college  as  a  rule, 
and  probably  we  shall  be  obliged  to  continue  this  practice.  We 
have  paid  them  five  hundred  dollars  the  first  year,  and  this  is  all 
right.  A  large  number  of  college  graduates  expect  to  begin  at  this 
figure.  But  we  have  not  offered  these  \teachers  fany  higher 
salary  the  second  year  than  the  first.  This  seems  to  me  a  mistake. 
The  average  young  woman  feels  that  she  can  not  teach  the  second 
year  for  the  same  salary  without  a  loss  of  self-respect.  She  would 
regard  even  a  slight  increase  as  the  stamp  of  official  approval  on  her 
work.  She  interprets  the  absence  of  any  advance  as  official  dis¬ 
approval.  School  officials  may  assure  her  that  this  is  not  the  case, 
but  even  though  she  may  believe  them  to  be  sincere,  they  can  not 
convince  her  that  the  public  will  not  so  interpret  it.  The  final 
result  has  been  that  we  lose  the  teacher.  It  is  desirable  to  retain 
the  high  school  assistants  at  least  two  years,  but  we  can  not  expect 
to  do  so  unless  we  increase  the  salary  the  second  year. 

It  is  better  for  the  teacher  to  remain  another  year  if  she  can 
do  so  without  loss  of  prestige.  In  a  two-teacher  high  school  each 


47 


teacher  must  carry  so  many  different  subjects  that  very  little  time 
is  left,  after  proper  preparation  of  the  daily  lessons,  for  getting 
acquainted  with  the  people  or  for  outside  reading.  A  teacher  going 
over  the  same  work  the  second  year  will  be  able  to  accomplish  more 
with  no  greater  effort  and  with  far  greater  satisfaction  to  herself. 
She  will  have  time  for  more  extensive  study  and  for  some  collateral 
reading.  Besides  it  is  quite  a  valuable  recommendation  to  stay  more 
than  a  year  in  a  place,  especially  if  there  is  some  advance  in  salary. 
This  is  what  I  most  earnestly  recommend. 

All  three  of  the  new  teachers  are  doing  most  excellent  work. 
Nothing  but  praise  can  be  said  of  any  one  of  them. 

The  High  School. 

The  high  school  is  materially  stronger  than  last  year.  The 
spirit  is  better,  the  pupils  are  more  responsive  and  more  industrious. 
They  recite  more  confidently  and  in  better  language.  The  work 
in  written  English  shows  marked  improvement.  It  is  true  special 
stress  has  been  laid  upon  this  subject,  but  the  results  are  very 
gratifying.  This  shows  that  what  pupils  really  want  to  accomplish, 
that  they  will  achieve.  The  great  problem  of  the  teacher  is  to 
stimulate  the  “want-to”  spirit.  The  power  to  do  this  is  an  im¬ 
portant  characteristic  of  the  good  teacher.  It  is  one  of  the  chief 
differences  between  the  strong  and  the  weak  teacher. 

The  Study  of  Agriculture. 

In  a  town  so  vitally  interested  in  all  that  pertains  to  agricul¬ 
ture,  more  attention  should  be  given  to  it  in  school,  especially  in  the 
high  school.  One  draw-back  in  the  past  has  been  the  lack  of 
specialized  knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  principal.  It  may  not  be 
practicable  now  to  employ  an  expert  in  this  subject.  Such  a  man 
would  command  a  considerably  higher  salary  than  we  are  paying.  It 
is  possible,  however,  to  place  much  more  stress  upon  matters  relat¬ 
ing  to  agriculture  than  we  are  now  doing,  and  this  without  much  if 
any  additional  expense.  A  beginning  has  been  made  this  year,  and 
what  has  been  begun  should  be  continued,  with  much  more  added. 

The  State  Board  of  Education  recommends  four  years  of 
science,  all  of  which  we  are  offering  at  the  present  time.  So-called 
elementary  science  is  given  the  first  year,  biology — plant,  animal, 
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and  human — the  second  year,  and  physics  and  chemistry  the  last 
two  years.  All  of  these  subjects  may  be  taught  with  an  agricultural 
motive  without  losing  any  of  their  value  as  science.  No  better  il¬ 
lustration  of  centrifugal  force  can  be  found  than  that  furnished 
by  the  Babcock  milk  tester.  Light  surface  cultivation  of  the  soil 
is  closely  related  to  the  subject  of  capillary  attraction.  The  fertili¬ 
zation  of  flowers  is  no  longer  simply  an  interesting  topic  in  botany 
of  aesthetic  value  only,  but  a  very  practical  and  valuable  subject  in 
plant  breeding  and  plant  production.  The  old  study  of  the  germi¬ 
nation  of  seeds  was  chiefly  concerned  with  making  neat  copies  of  a 
drawing  of  a  bean  found  in  the  textbook.  The  modern  method  is 
to  actually  test  seed  corn  and  discover  its  germinating  qualities.  This 
simple  practice  is  now  adding  millions  of  dollars  annually  to  the 
wealth  of  the  country,  and  has  given  to  several  men  a  national  dis¬ 
tinction.  The  fixation  of  free  nitrogen  through  the  cultivation  of 
legumes  is  just  as  good  chemistry  and  biology  as  can  be  found. 
Modern  scientific  agriculture  involves  a  knowledge  of  all  the  physi¬ 
cal  sciences,  and  to  point  out  the  multitudinous  applications  of  the 
sciences  to  farming,  adds  greatly  to  their  value  as  pure  science. 
Here  is  a  broad  field  of  practical  scholastic  endeavor  which  we 
should  cultivate  more  thoroughly  and  energetically. 

Communicable  Diseases. 

An  outbreak  of  diphtheria  during  the  fall  term  threatened  at 
one  time  to  become  epidemic.  It  was  impossible  to  determine  the 
source  of  the  first  infection.  Probably  it  was  not  local,  as  the 
disease  was  prevalent  in  several  sections  of  the  state. 

The  control  of  such  a  disease  is  exceedingly  difficult,  especially 
when  some  of  the  cases  are  light.  A  mild  case  of  diphtheria  may 
differ  so  little  from  common  sore  throat  as  to  escape  detection.  The 
sufferer,  without  realizing  that  he  is  spreading  the  germs  of  a  dan¬ 
gerous  and  often  fatal  disease,  may  expose  an  entire  school.  A 
light  case  of  any  contagious  disease,  while  not  serious  for  the 
patient,  is  recognized  by  all  physicians  to  be  far  more  dangerous  to 
the  public  health  than  a  serious  case. 

The  grades  in  the  main  building  were  closed  for  two  weeks. 
The  high  school  was  allowed  to  continue  for  the  reason  that  while 
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pupils  of  high  school  age  are  not  wholly  immune,  they  are  not  so 
susceptible  as  younger  children.  The  whole  building  was  thorough¬ 
ly  washed  in  a  standard  disinfectant.  This  is  coming  to  be  regarded 
as  more  effective  than  fumigation  for  school  buildings.  It  might 
not  be  so  satisfactory  in  a  house  filled  with  carpets  and  draperies. 
Washing  in  a  standard  disinfecting  solution  is  what  the  State 
Department  of  Health  now  recommends.  Of  course  this  gives 
official  sanction  to  the  practice. 

Age  of  Admission. 

The  registration  in  Miss  Dudley’s  room  is  somewhat  less  than 
usual  this  year.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  age  of  admission 
to  the  first  grade  was  raised  this  year.  According  to  the  new  rule, 
no  child  will  be  admitted  to  the  first  grade  who  will  not  be  six 
years  of  age  by  the  first  of  the  following  January.  Six  years  is  the 
common  age  of  admission  now,  especially  where  there  are  only 
eight  grades  below  the  high  school.  This  is  much  better  for  the 
child  if  he  has  wholesome  home  surroundings  and  a  chance  for 
free  play  out  of  doors.  It  is  also  better  for  the  schools.  Further¬ 
more,  the  majority  of  pupils  are  not  mature  enough  before  four¬ 
teen  years  of  age  to  assimilate  full  measure  of  benefit  from  high 
school  instruction.  This  has  not  only  been  our  experience  in  Men- 
don,  but  that  of  many  other  places. 

It  is  impracticable  to  admit  pupils  to  the  first  grade  after 
the  class  has  fairly  started  on  its  year’s  work.  It  tends  to  keep  the 
class  back,  and  is  likely  to  humiliate  and  discourage  the  pupil  him¬ 
self  to  find  that  he  can  not  do  even  with  hard  work  what  the  class 
does  with  apparent  ease.  It  has  therefore  become  the  custom  not  to 
admit  beginners  after  the  first  four  weeks  of  the  school  year. 

I  wish  to  thank  all  those  who  have  so  kindly  co-operated  in 
every  effort  to  promote  the  educational  interests  of  the  town. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

F.  G.  Atwell, 
Superintendent  of  Schools. 

January  24,  1916. 
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TEACHERS  AND  SALARIES,  DECEMBER,  1915. 


SCHOOLS. 

TEACHERS. 

SALARIES 

PER 

MONTH. 

PREPARATION. 

High, 

C.  Harold  Risley, 

$90  00 

Clark  College. 

Assistant, 

Alice  C.  Pulsifer, 

50  00 

Tufts  College. 

Grammar, 

Karin  L.  Ekman, 

48  00 

Lowell  Normal. 

Intermediate, 

L.ura  R.  Strickland, 

48  00 

Farmington  Normal. 

Primary, 

Mary  E.  Dudley, 

48  00 

Mendon  High  School. 

East  Mendon, 

Agnes  M.  Fraser, 

40  00 

Northfield  Seminary. 

Albeeville, 

Maria  Allen, 

38  00 

Wareham  High  School. 

Music, 

Amy  Wheelock, 

Mount  Holyoke  College. 

SCHOOL  CALENDAR,  1915-1916. 


SCHOOLS. 

SCHOOL 

FALL 

TERM. 

WINTER  TERM. 

SPRING  TERM. 

YEAR. 

Opens. 

Closes. 

Opens. 

Closes. 

Opens. 

Closes. 

High  School, 
Grades, 

40  weeks 
36  weeks 

’1915 
Sept.  7 
Sept*  13 

1915 

Dec.  17 
Dec.  17 

1915 
Dec.  27 
Jan.  3 

1916 

March  24 
March  17 

1916 
April  3 
April  3 

1916 
June  23 
June  16 

Holidays : — 

Labor  Day,  Columbus  Day,  Thanksgiving  Day  and  Friday 
following,  February  22,  April  19,  and  May  30. 


SCHOOL  CALENDAR,  1916-1917. 


SCHOOLS. 

SCHOOL 

FALL 

TERM. 

WINTER 

TERM. 

SPRING  TERM. 

YEAR. 

Opens. 

Closes. 

Opens. 

Closes. 

Opens. 

Closes. 

High  School, 
Grades, 

40  weeks. 
36  weeks. 

1916 
Sept.  4 
Sept.  11 

1916 
Dec.  22 
Dec.  22 

1917 
Jan.  1 
Jan.  8 

1917 

March  23 
March  16 

1917 
April  2 
April  2 

1917 
June  22 
June  16 

Holidays : — 

Labor  Day,  Columbus  Day,  Thanksgiving  Day  and  Friday 
following,  February  22,  April  19,  and  May  30. 


STATISTICAL  TABLE,  SEPTEMBER,  1914,  TO  JUNE,  1915. 
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Roll  of  Honor,  1914-1915. 


THIRTY  TERMS. 

High  School — Gladys  Blood. 

TEN  TERMS. 

High  School — Lloyd  Whiting. 

NINE  TERMS. 

High  School — Charles  Gillis. 

East  Mendon — Marjorie  Bullard. 

FIVE  TERMS. 

High  School — Kenneth  Taft. 

Intermediate — Hester  Springer,  Donald  Lowell. 

Primary — Gertrude  Haley. 

FOUR  TERMS. 

East  Mendon — Robert  McTurk. 

THREE  TERMS. 

High  School — Martha  Lowell. 

Grammar — Martina  Barry,  Catherine  Dacey,  Verna  Johnson. 
Intermediate — Charlotte  Marlow. 

East  Mendon — Winsor  Thayer,  Hanson  Craddock. 

Albeeville — Gladys  Powell. 

FALL  AND  WINTER  TERMS. 

Grammar — Phyllis  G.  Whiting. 

Intermediate — William  McDonald. 

Primary — Raymond  Ferris. 

FALL  AND  SPRING  TERMS. 

High  School — Minnie  Daffon,  Joseph  Northrop,  George 
Ferris. 

Intermediate — Grace  Wood. 

East  Mendon — Lee  Perry. 


53 


WINTER  AND  SPRING  TERMS. 

East  Mendon — Myla  Thayer. 

Albeeville — William  Brown. 

FALL  TERM. 

High  School — Grace  Ferris,  Jessie  Phillips,  Carl  Hoberg. 
Charles  Town. 

Grammar—  Ruby  Bagg,  Roy  Ferris,  Mabel  Grytzell,  Edrys 
Leath,  Ella  Springer. 

Intermediate — Elsie  Lord,  Theron  Pope. 

Primary — Florence  Miller,  Harold  T.  Carlstrom,  Olga  E. 
Carlstrom. 

East  Mendon — Lillian  Perry. 

WINTER  TERM. 

Intermediate — Florence  Bagg,  Harold  Lowell,  Francis 
Svedine. 

Primary — Elsworth  R.  Hazard,  Jesse  A.  Taft. 

SPRING  TERM. 

High  School — Dorothy  McTurk. 

Grammar — Ethel  Eldredge,  Leonard  Rogers,  Roy  A. 
Thoming. 

Intermediate — Edward  Goss,  Frederick  Hartshorn,  Robert 
Hogarth,  William  Irons,  Irene  Modig,  Olive  Phillips,  Elmer 
Sears,  Eleanor  Wood. 

Primary — Stanley  C.  Brown,  George  A.  Johnson,  Harold 
Metcalf. 


Graduation  Exercises  of  the 

MENDON  HIGH  SCHOOL 

AT  THE 

Unitarian  Church ,  Friday  Evening ,  June  23,  1915 * 
AT  EIGHT  O'CLOCK. 


Processional  March 

MISS  NINA  M.  TAFT 

Prayer 

REV.  C.  A.  HENDERSON 

Song — Toreador’s  Song  (Carmen)  Bizet 

SCHOOL 

Essay — My  Trip  to  Washington 

INA  MABLE  IRONS 

Essay — Social  Settlements 

ANNIE  MAUDE  DAVEY 

Song — O’er  the  Waters  Gliding 

SCHOOL 

Essay — Manners  and  Costumes  of  the  Elizabethan  Age 
MARY  ABBIE  GOSS 

Essay — American  Historic  Homes 

GRACE  FERRIS 

Song — The  Hawthorne  Tree  Wooler 

Song — Doan  Ye  Cry,  Ma  Honey  Noll 

GIRLS’  GLEE  CLUB 


Offenbach 
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Class  History  and  Prophecy 

RAYMOND  KINGSLEY  MATHEWSON 

Presentation  of  Diplomas 

SUPT.  F.  G.  ATWELL 

Song — Away  to  the  Woods 

SCHOOL 

Recessional  March 

MISS  NINA  M.  TAFT 


CLASS  OF  1915 

English  Course — Annie  Maude  Davey,  Grace  Ferris,  Mary  Abbie 
Goss,  Ina  Mable  Irons,  Raymond  Kingsley  Mathewson 
Class  President — Raymond  K.  Mathewson 
Class  Secretary — Ina  Mable  Irons 
Class  Colors — Green  and  White 
Class  Flower — White  Rose 

Class  Motto — “Truth  Without  Fear” 


JULIUS  A.  GEORGE 

Born  in  Mendon,  June  30,  1841 
Died  January  30,  1917 

Selectman  in  1  864.  Chairman  of  Selectmen  from  1 89 1 
until  1893. 

Presiding  officer  in  every  Annual  Town  Meeting  from  1878 
until  1908. 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 


OF  THE  VARIOUS 


BOARDS  OF  TOWN  OFFICERS 

OF  THE 


TOWN  OF  RENDON 


INCLUDING  THE  REPORT  OF  THE 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


FOR  THE 


Municipal  Year  Ending  December  31,  1916. 


[25OTH  ANNUAL  REPORT.] 


MILFORD,  MASS. 
Milford  Journal  Co.,  Printers, 


TREASURER’S  REPORT 


The  undersigned  Treasurer  of  the  Town  of  Mendon  for  the 
financial  year  ending  December,  31,  1916,  submits  an  account  of 
his  doings. 

The  Treasurer  debits  himself  with  receiving  the  following 
sums  viz : — 

To  cash  received  from  the  Treasurer  for 

the  year  ending  December  31,  1915  $  740  40 

To  cash  received  from  Milford  Savings 

Bank  .  8,500  00 

To  cash  received  from  Collector,  1914  .  .  591  53 

To  cash  received  from  Collector,  1915  .  .  2,490  75 

To  cash  received  from  Collector,  1916  .  .  11,208  79 

To  cash  received  from  Collector,  M.  &  U. 

St.  Ry.  tax .  227  29 

To  cash  received  from  Collector,  M.,  A. 

&  W.  St.  Ry.  tax .  41  63 

To  cash  received  from  Collector,  Wor. 

Sub.  St.  Ry.  tax .  688  62 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer,  St. 

Ry.  tax .  788  68 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Income  from  School  Fund .  1,053  28 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

State  Road,  1916  .  740  00 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Inspection  of  Animals .  23  00 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Asst,  in  High  School .  500  00 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Public  Service  Corporation  tax  ....  171  83 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Business  Corporation  tax  .  10  83 
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To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

National  Bank  tax  .  514  22 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Burial  Indigent  Soldier .  50  00 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Soldiers’  exemption .  50  43 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

State  Aid,  1915  .  272  00 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Tuition  School  Children .  142  00 

To  cash  received  from  F.  J.  Dutcher, 

on  account  supervision  of  schools  ...  375  00 

To  cash  received  from  City  of  Boston, 

tuition  of  school  children .  70  50 

To  cash  received  from  County  Treasurer, 

Dog  tax .  167  98 

To  cash  received  from  M.  &  U.  St.  Ry. 

Co.,  Grove  license .  50  00 

To  cash  received  from  Daniel  H.  Barnes, 

Bowling  Alley  license .  1500 

To  cash  received  from  Charles  W.  Buck, 

Skating  rink  license .  10  00 

To  cash  received  from  S.  A.  Brown, 

Pool  table  license  .  2  00 

To  cash  received  from  R.  L.  Daley, 

Pool  table  license .  2  00 

To  cash  received  from  Thure  Hanson, 

Pedlar’s  license .  3  00 

To  cash  received  from  Proprietors 

Records  and  Town  Annals .  4  50 

To  cash  received  from  Rent  of  Alliance 

room .  12  00 

To  cash  received  from  Arthur  E.  Brown, 

janitor  .  77  00 

To  cash  received  from  William  A.  Barry, 

1-2  fees  hay  scales .  10  75 

To  cash  received  from  Frank  Stevens  for 

old  settees .  2  00 


4 


To  cash  received  from  Frank  M.  Aldrich 

for  old  junk .  1  00 

To  cash  received  from  Taft  Public 

Library,  fines  .  14  75 

To  cash  received  from  Taft  Public 

Library,  lamp  .  1  00 

To  cash  received  from  Leon  A.  Wright 

for  grass .  1  50 

To  cash  received  from  Walter  A  Gaskill, 

grass  from  old  cemetery .  8  00 

To  cash  received  from  Leonard  S.  Perry, 

tree  spraying .  5  00 

To  cash  received  from  W.  G.  Pond, 

Clerk  3d  District  Court .  50  00 

-  $29,688  26 


The  Treasurer  credits  himself  with  paying  the  following- 


sums  viz: — 

By  paying  136  Town  orders .  $13,327  40 

School  Department .  2,308  76 

2  notes  new  school  building.  .  650  00 

“  2  notes  anticipation  of 

revenue,  1915  .  3,000  00 

1  note  general  expense .  500  00 

2  notes  anticipation  of  rev¬ 
enue,  1916  .  6,000  00 

Interest  on  notes .  42647 

State  Treasurer,  State  tax  .  .  1,360  00 

County  Treasurer,  County 

tax  .  756  00 

Bureau  of  Statistics .  8  00 

To  cash  on  hand  to  balance .  1,351  63 


$29,688  26* 
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SCHOOL  DISTRICT  NO.  1  FUND. 

To  cash  deposited  in  Milford  Savings 

Bank . $537  50 

To  cash,  interest,  Milford  Savings  Bank.  .  21  70 

-  $559  20 

Cr. 

By  cash  deposited  in  Milford  Savings  Bank  $559  20 

-  $559  20 

The  notes  against  the  Town,  January  1st,  1917,  are: — 

7  New  School  Building  Notes,  $500 

each  .  $3,500  00 

7  New  School  Building  notes,  $150 

each .  1,050  00 

1  Serial  note .  500  00 

2  notes,  anticipation  of  revenue .  2,500  00 

-  $7,550  00 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 

Treasurer. 

Mendon,  January  13,  1917. 
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AUSTIN  WOOD  RELIEF  FUND. 

Dr. 

To  cash  received  L.  T.  Gaskill,  Treasurer, 

1915-1916,  deposited  in  Milford 

Savings  Banks .  $  927  04 

To  cash  received  deposited  in  Worcester 

County  Institution  for  Savings  ....  729  85 

To  cash  received  Interest  Milford  Savings 

Bank .  34  92 

To  cash  received  Worcester  County 

Institution  for  Savings .  29  46 

-  $1,721  27 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  3  T own  orders .  $  7  5  00 

By  cash  deposited  in  Milford  Savings 

Bank .  886  96 

By  cash  deposited  Worcester  County 

Institution  for  Savings .  759  31 

-  $1,721  27 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 

Treasurer. 


Mendon,  January  1st,  1917. 
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SELECTMEN'S  REPORT. 


The  Selectmen  submit  the  following  report  of  expenditures 
for  the  municipal  year  ending  January  1,  1917. 

TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Frank  M.  Aldrich,  forest  warden  (1915)  $10  00 

Frank  M.  Aldrich,  forest  warden  (1916)  10  00 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  auditor .  6  00 

Samuel  W.  Wood,  assessor .  70  00 

Chas.  A.  Fletcher,  assessor .  70  00 

Chas.  H.  Allen,  assessor .  85  00 

T.  O.  Daffon,  dog  officer .  10  00 

T.  O.  Daffon,  constable,  Mar.6-Sept.  1, 

1916  .  14  00 

Frank  M.  Aldrich,  fire  warden .  10  00 

Charles  H.  Allen,  town  clerk  and 

registrar  .  75  00 

Charles  H.  Allen,  recording  and  indexing 

25  deaths .  5  00 

Charles  H.  Allen,  recording  and  indexing 

13  births .  6  50 

Charles  H.  Allen,  recording  and  indexing 

7  marriages .  1  40 

Charles  H.  Allen,  administering  oaths 

to  20  officers .  5  00 

Charles  H.  Allen,  sealer  of  weights  and 

measures,  minus  fees .  6  03 

Henry  M.  Burr,  selectman .  3500 

Henry  M.  Burr,  overseer  of  poor .  6  00 

Edward  T.  Powers,  selectman .  30  00 

Edward  T.  Powers,  overseer  of  poor  ....  6  00 
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Smith  A.  Steere,  selectman .  50  00 

Smith  A.  Steere,  overseer  of  poor .  45  00 

Leonard  T.  Gaskill,  tax  collector,  year 

1914  .  100  00 

Leonard  T.  Gaskill,  treasurer,  year  1916  100  00 

-  $755  93 


STREET  LIGHTING. 

Milford  &  Uxbridge  St.  Ry.  Co .  $  40  00 

Worcester  Suburban  Electric  Co .  206  64 

-  $246  64 

OLD  CEMETERY. 

Alonzo  E.  Brown,  labor .  $44  75 

Memorial  Day  Committee .  55  00 

-  $99  75 


MOTH  SCOUT. 


Frank  M.  Aldrich . 

Geo.  M.  Aldrich . 

Carl  Wilbur . 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  use  of  team 
Staples  &  Gould,  creosote 


$116  50 
33  00 
6  00 
1  50 
50 

-  $157  50 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

A.  E.  Brown,  storing  fire  apparatus .  $12  00 

F.  M.  Aldrich,  repairing  extinguishers,  etc.  3  00 

-  $15  00 


FIRE  BUILDING. 
Resources. 


Appropriation 


$250  00 
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Expenditures. 

S.  W.  Wood,  labor  and  stock .  $97  03 

Geo.  H.  Locke,  supplies .  133  78 

H.  M.  Curtiss,  cement .  12  10 

S.  W.  Wood,  supplies .  7  00 

Unexpended  balance .  09 

-  $249  91 

$250  00 

BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 

Dr.  A.  J.  Gallison,  medical  attendance  to 

tubercular  patient .  $15  00 

Wm.  Drescher,  support  and  care  of 

tubercular  patient  .  24  50 

Rev.  W.  W.  Wakeman,  services  at  funeral 

of  tubercular  patient .  3  00 

Carl  M.  Taft,  transportation .  3  50 

F.  K.  Brown,  transportation .  7  50 

F.  K.  Brown,  inspection  of  slaughtering  .  65  75 

W.  W.  Watson,  funeral  expense,  tu¬ 
bercular  patient .  70  00 

Dr.  F.  H.  Lally,  fumigating: — 

Frank  Knights .  250 

F.  C.  Lowell .  5  00 

Leslie  Fletcher .  2  50 

E.  F.  Lilley .  2  50 

R.  P.  Neil  .  2  50 

L.  Leslie  Fletcher,  quarantine .  19  50 

-  $223  75 

TREE  WARDEN. 

F.  M.  Aldrich,  services  as  tree  warden  ...  $10  00 

F.  M.  Aldrich,  telephone  charges,  cutting 

and  trimming  trees .  10  70 

P.  T.  Kinsley,  labor .  2  00 


$22  70 
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INCIDENTALS. 

Ballot  Clerks  and  Tellers. 

John  J.  Driscoll  .  $6  25 

H.  J.  George .  10  00 

Wm.  H.  Driscoll .  5  00 

Raymond  Daley .  3  00 

Arthur  V.  Pond .  4  50 

E.  F.  Driscoll .  1  25 

-  $30  00 

Returning  Births  and  Deaths. 

Dr.  F.  T.  Harvey,  returning  2  births  ...  $  50 

W.  W.  Watson,  returning  6  deaths .  1  50 

Geo.  W.  Wood,  returning  6  deaths .  1  50 

-  $3  50 

Police. 

Joseph  Alves,  service  July  3  and  4 .  $  3  00 

T.  O.  Daffon,  service  July  3  and  4 .  3  00 

T.  O.  Daffon,  services  at  Nipmuc  Sundays  16  50 

A.  E.  Brown,  services  July  3  and  4 .  3  00 

-  $25  50 

Forest  Fire  Department. 

Carl  M.  Taft,  transportation .  $4  00 

Investigating  a  fire .  1  35 

-  $5  35 

Forest  Fire  Payroll. 

Corcoran  fire .  $3  50 

Charles  River  fire . 3  50 

Halsing  fire .  6  25 

Ballou  fire .  5  50 

Lakeside  fire  .  3  24 

E  H.  Taft  fire .  4  25 


$26  24 
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Printing  and  Supplies. 


Milford  Journal  Co .  $92  78 

Milford  Daily  News .  29  51 

G.  M.  Billings .  16  75 

A.  W.  Brownell .  6  10 

Worcester  County  Abstract  Co .  15  56 

Hobbs  and  Warren .  1  05 

Sanford  Putnam  Co .  10  00 

P.  B.  Murphy .  2  35 

-  $174  10 


Town  Hall  Building. 


Arthur  E.  Brown,  janitor .  $80  00 

Arthur  E.  Brown,  erecting  booths .  4  00 

Worcester  Suburban  Electric  Co .  19  49 

E.  H.  Taft,  wood .  7  40 

D.  H.  Barnes,  supplies .  1  79 

Avery  &  Woodbury  Co.,  curtains .  14  00 

Howard  G.  Ramsey,  electric  supplies  ....  8  65 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  stove  pipe  and  labor  2  08 

-  $137  41 


Incidentals. 

Worcester  Suburban  Electric  Co.,  light¬ 
ing  record  room .  $12  63 

N.  E.  Tel.  &  Tel.  Co.,  toll  charges .  70 

W.  &  L.  E.  Gurley,  supplies  for  sealer 

of  weights  and  measures .  3  38 

H.  J.  George,  insurance .  151  85 

Lewis  H.  Barney,  coal  for  record  room  . .  8  50 

Chas.  H.  Allen,  expenses  to  Boston .  3  00 

Chas.  H.  Allen,  sealing  hay  scales  and 

labor  on  same .  1  50 

Chas.  H.  Allen,  preparing  valuation  list.  .  10  00 

Chas.  H.  Allen,  express  and  expenses  to 

Boston  .  4  27 
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Chas.  H.  Allen,  carfare  and  express  ....  2  68 

Chas.  H.  Allen,  postage  and  telephone  .  .  4  60 

Chas.  H.  Allen,  cash  paid  J.  E.  Johnston 

for  Town  Clerk’s  blanks .  1  00 

Chas.  H.  Allen,  expenses  to  clerk’s  meet¬ 
ing  in  Whitinsville .  2  00 

Chas.  H.  Allen,  care  of  record  room  and 

lawn .  6  00 

R.  P.  Neil,  construction  of  division  fence 

on  school  house  line .  63  04 

Carter  Ink  Co.,  ink .  75 

Henry  M.  Burr,  stamped  wrappers .  2  50 

Henry  M.  Burr,  expenses  to  Boston .  1  50 

Moses  U.  Gaskill,  inspector  of  animals  .  .  43  50 

F.  K.  Brown,  autmobile  spring .  5  00 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  use  of  team .  75 

James  L.  Lilley,  sign  board .  2  00 

John  Hoberg,  fertilizer  for  Founder’s 

Park  .  6  75 

Jeremiah  Murphy,  fees  and  expenses  in 

criminal  cases  . ' .  15  04 

Avery  &  Woodbury  Co.,  floor  brush  for 

record  room .  2  50 

S.  W.  Wood,  preparing  valuation  list  ...  10  00 

E.  A.  Snow,  care  of  lawns .  15  50 

Smith  A.  Steere,  postage,  telephone,  car¬ 
fare  .  9  00 

Leonard  T.  Gaskill,  postage .  841 

Leonard  T.  Gaskill,  use  of  well .  5  00 

Leonard  T.  Gaskill,  carfares .  5  00 

Leonard  T.  Gaskill,  making  returns  for 

Bureau  of  Statistics .  7  00 

Leonard  T.  Gaskill,  expenses  to  Boston  .  .  150 


$416  85 
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STATE  ROAD.  “NORTH  AVENUE.” 

Resources. 

State  Highway  Commission .  $1,000  00 

Town  appropriation  .  500  00 

-  $1,500  00 


Expenditures. 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  labor .  $45  00 

S.  A.  Steere,  labor .  27  50 

H.  E.  Steere,  labor .  45  00 

Roscoe  Steere,  labor .  17  50 

John  M.  Towne,  labor . 50  00 

Manuel  T.  Rogers,  labor .  47  50 

George  B.  Cromb .  52  50 

Charles  Kingman  .  12  50 

Raymond  Daley  .  7  50 

George  Foster .  35  00 

Harold  A.  Wheeler .  22  50 

Teams. 

C.  A.  Fletcher .  168  00 

Wm.  F.  Irons .  97  00 

P.  T.  Kinsley .  114  00 

M.  U.  Gaskill .  108  00 

Frank  Harding .  66  00 

M.  U.  Gaskill,  gravel .  73  00 

E.  T.  Powers,  soil  pipe .  30  25 

Henry  Godbeer,  bound  stones .  3  60 

H.  M.  Curtiss  Coal  Co.,  coal  and  pipe  ...  1241 

Unexpended  balance .  465  24 

-  $1,500  OO 


REPAIRS  OF  ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 


Order  to  Road  Commissioners .  $3,218  27 

SUPPORT  OF  POOR. 

Order  to  Overseers  of  Poor .  $1,873  99- 


14 


SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS. 

Order  to  School  Committee .  $4,025  00 

STATE  AID  PENSIONERS. 

State  aid  to  pensioners,  Chap.  468, 

Acts  of  1909,  12  months .  $248  00 

TAFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Order  to  Trustees  Taft  Public  Library .  $337  25 

The  Selectmen  report  the  available  assets  of  the  town  as 
follows : — 

Due  from  Tax  Collector,  1914 .  $  46  00 

Due  from  Tax  Collector,  1915 .  341  77 

Due  from  Tax  Collector,  1916  .  2,822  09 

Due  from  State  on  account  of  State  Aid. .  248  00 

Cash  on  hand .  1,351  63 

-  $4,809  49 

The  liabilities  of  the  town,  so  far  as  known,  are  as  follows : 

Seven  New  School  Building  notes .  $3,500  00 

Seven  New  School  Building  notes .  1,050  00 

One  General  expense  note .  500  00 

Two  notes,  anticipation  of  revenue .  2,500  00 

-  $7,550  00 

Net  indebtedness  of  town .  $2,740  51 

AUSTIN  WOOD  RELIEF  FUND. 

Austin  Wood  Relief  Fund .  $75  00 
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MONEY  FROM  STREET  RAILWAY  COMPANIES  TO  BE 
EXPENDED  ON  HIGHWAYS: 


Milford  &  Uxbridge  St.  Ry.  Co .  $227  29 

Milford,  Attleboro  &  ‘Woonsocket  St. 

Ry.  Co .  41  63 

Worcester  Consolidated  St.  Ry.  Co .  688  62 

State  Treasurer .  788  68 

- $1,746  22 


Appropriations  for  1916; — 

Support  of  schools .  $4,000  00 

School  physician .  25  00 

Support  of  Poor .  1,800  00 

Repairs  of  Highways  and  Bridges .  2,800  00 

Taft  Public  Library .  300  00 

Interest .  500  00 

Town  debt .  1,150  00 

Incidentals .  800  00 

Salaries  (Town  officers)  .  800  00 

Board  of  Health .  200  00 

Fire  Department .  200  00 

Soldiers’  Relief .  50  00 

Tree  Warden .  25  00 

Moth  Scout .  300  00 

Memorial  Day .  55  00 

Insect  Pests .  50  00 

Highway  Commission .  500  00 

Old  Cemetery .  50  00 

Suppression  of  liquor  selling,  gambling 

and  vice .  50  00 

Street  Lights .  310  00 

Fire  Building  .  250  00 
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RECAPITULATION. 


Town  officers . . 

.  $  755 

93 

Street  lights . . 

.  246 

64 

Old  cemetery . 

.  44 

75 

Memorial  Day . 

.  55 

00 

Moth  Scout . 

50 

Fire  Department . 

.  15 

00 

Fire  Building . 

.  249 

91 

Board  of  Health . 

.  223 

75 

Tree  Warden . 

70 

Incidentals . 

.  818 

95 

State  road . . 

76 

Roads  and  bridges . . 

.  3,218 

27 

Support  of  poor  . . 

1,873 

99 

Schools . 

.  4,025 

00 

State  aid . 

.  248 

00 

Taft  Public  Library  . 

.  337 

25 

$13,327  40 


LIST  OF  JURORS. 

Name.  Occupation. 


Geo.  E.  Phillips, 

Plumber. 

Herbert  J.  George, 

Manufacturer. 

Edward  F.  Blood, 

Bookkeeper. 

Samuel  W.  Wood, 

Carpenter. 

Andrew  J.  Byrne, 

Farmer. 

Willard  N.  Seibert, 

Poultryman. 

Charles  H.  Allen, 

Carpenter. 

Moses  U.  Gaskill, 

Farmer. 

Fred  A.  Davenport, 

Farmer. 

Lyman  Cook, 

Farmer. 

Rufus  E.  Taft, 

Farmer. 

John  J.  Broughey, 

Mechanic. 

Jesse  A.  Esty, 

Carpenter. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SMITH  A.  STEERE, 

HENRY  M.  BURR, 

EDWARD  T.  POWERS, 

Selectmen  of  Mendon. 


Jan.  29,  1917. 
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COLLECTOR’S  REPORT. 


1914. 

Dr. 

To  balance  uncollected  Jan.  1,  1916  ...  .  $557  54 

Interest  received .  70  99 

- - $648  53 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  Town  Treasurer .  $591  53 

Abatement  .  11  00 

Amount  uncollected  .  46  00 

-  $648  53 


LEONARD  T.  GAS  KILL, 

Collector  of  Taxes,  1914. 

Mendon,  January  1,  1917. 


1915. 


Dr. 

To  balance  uncollected  Jan.  1,  1916  .  .  $2,754  09 

Interest  collected .  9843 

-  $2,852  52 


Cr. 


By  cash  paid  Treasurer 

Abatements  . 

Amount  uncollected 


.  $2,490  75 

.  20  00 

.  341  77 

-  $2,852  52 

LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 

Collector  of  Taxes,  1915. 


Mendon,  January  1,  1917. 
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1916. 

Dr. 

To  taxes  committed  for  collection 

Additional  assessments . 

Interest  received . 


$14,032  96 
961  14 
14  32 

- $15,008  42 


Cr. 


By  cash  paid  Treasurer 

Abatements  . 

Amount  uncollected 


$12,166  33 
20  00 
2,822  09 

-  $15,008  42 


Respectfully  submitted, 

LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 

Collector  of  Taxes,  1916. 


Mendon,  January  1,  1917. 
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ROAD  COMMISSIONERS’  REPORT. 


The  Road  Commissioners  submit  the  following  report  for  the 
Municipal  Year  ending  Jan.  1,  1917. 

RESOURCES. 

Balance  from  1915 .  $  345  66 

Appropriation .  1,053  78 

J.  A.  George  (gravel) .  5  10 

State  Treasurer,  St.  Ry.  tax .  788  68 

M.  &  U.  St.  Ry.  Co.,  excise  tax .  227  29 

M.,  A.  &  W.  St.  Ry.  Co.,  excise  tax .  41  63 

Worcester  Con.  St.  Ry.  Co.,  excise  tax  .  .  688  62 

-  $3,150  76 

EXPENDITURES. 

Clearing  Roads  and  Paths  of  Snow.  (Labor.) 

C.  A.  Fletcher .  $17  25 

Geo.  B.  Cromb .  33  00 

Roscoe  Steere .  17  80 

Fred  K.  Brown .  8  50 

Harold  Wheeler .  10  00 

Charles  Kelly .  3  00 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  (2  men)  .  10  00 

Lewis  W.  Holbrook  .  7  00 

Nils  Carlstrom .  2  50 

Ernest  Barrows .  3  75 

Fred  Cain .  2  80 

Geo.  Foster .  15  72 
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7  00 
1  00 
6  45 

50 
2  45 
50 
50 
50 
80 

8  50 

-  $159  52 

Teams. 


C.  A.  Fletcher .  $117  00 

J.  Stuart  Cox .  23  75 

-  $140  75 

W.  C.  Robinson  &  Sons,  team  and  labor  .  .  $51  70 

W.  G.  Larking,  team  and  labor .  7  80 

Edw.  H.  Taft,  team  and  labor . .  8  80 

-  $68  30 


Leslie  Brown 
Geo.  Nelson  . . 
Edw.  Jenks  .  . 
Joseph  Stenson 
John  Jackson  . 
Elwood  Evers 
H.  Cannon  .  . . 
J.  Stuart  Cox  . 
Lyman  Cook  . 
Edw.  Knights 


Labor  on  Highways. 


C.  A.  Fletcher .  $179  50 

Harold  Wheeler  . . . .  ..  162  50 

Chas.  Kelly . 79  88 

Geo.  B.  Cromb .  191  25 

Geo.  Foster  . . 129  50 

Ernest  Barrows . 25  88 

Edw.  Tancrelle . 61  87 

John  Towne  .  . . 23  75 

Chas.  Kingman . 16  00 

G.  W.  Moore . .............  9  00 

L.  W.  Holbrook . . . .  2  25 

Raymond  Daley  .  . . . .  2  00 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  (3  men)  .  6  75 


$890  13 
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Teams. 

C.  A.  Fletcher  .  $546  00 

Percy  T.  Kinsley .  133  00 

Wm.  J.  Irons .  58  00 

J.  Stuart  Cox .  27  50 

F.  Harding .  18  00 

Moses  U.  Gaskill . 18  00 

-  $800  50 

Gravel. 

W.  W.  Barr .  $28  90 

C.  A.  Fletcher .  4  50 

Felix  Brothers .  2  50 

Abbie  E.  O’Conners .  10  20 

George  Phillips .  2  50 

Luther  E.  Taft .  8  40 

Joseph  Lamothe .  4  70 

Richard  Hogarth .  5  20 

Alpha  Tancrelle .  4  20 

Moses  U.  Gaskill .  10  30 

-  $81  40 

M.  &  Ux.  St.  Ry.  Co.,  flat  car  and  men 

hauling  gravel .  $121  25 

H.  S.  Chadbourne,  shovels .  1  80 

N.  E.  Road  Mach.  Company,  1  Austin 

Reversible  Road  Mach .  265  00 

Jarvis  Thayer,  repairing  culvert .  4  70 

John  Baker,  Jr.,  road  oil  furnished  and 

applied . 593  34 

Henry  Foster,  cutting  brush .  9  00 

Grafton  &  Upton  R.  R.  Co.,  Demurrage  1  00 

Frank  E.  Knights,  cutting  brush .  9  00 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  plank  and  stringers .  39  00 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  tools  and  supplies 

(two  bills) .  20  37 
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J.  Stuart  Cox,  repairing  highway  at 


Charles  River  bridge .  831 

W.  A.  Barry,  labor  and  supplies .  4  90 

-  $956  42 


$3,218  27 

Amount  overdrawn . $67  51 


Respectfully  submitted, 

LUTHER  W.  HOLBROOK, 
CHARLES  A.  FLETCHER, 
JUSTIN  F.  SOUTHWICK, 


Jan.  11,  1917. 


Road  Commissioners. 
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TREE  WARDEN'S  REPORT. 


RESOURCES. 


Appropriation .  $25  00 


EXPENSES. 

F.  M.  Aldrich,  labor  and  cash  paid,  cut¬ 
ting  trees  and  telephone .  $10  70 

P.  T.  Kinsley,  team .  2  00 

-  $12  70 

Unexpended  .  $12  30 


F.  M.  ALDRICH, 


Tree  Warden. 
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REPORT  OF  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 


The  Overseers  of  the  Poor  submit  the  following  report  for  thfc 
municipal  year  ending  Jan.  1,  1917. 

RESOURCES. 

Appropriation  .  $1,800  00 


EXPENDITURES. 


For  support  of  nine  persons  having  settle¬ 
ment  in  Mendon  .  1,714  24 

City  of  Boston,  care  of  two  persons 

having  settlement  in  Mendon .  50  00 

Dr.  K.  A.  Campbell,  medical  attendance 

March  15,  1912  to  Jan.  1,  1916 _  87  75 

Transportation  .  22  00 

-  $1,873  99 

Deficit .  73  99 


Respectfully  submitted, 

SMITH  A.  STEERE, 
HENRY  M.  BURR, 
EDWARD  T.  POWERS, 


Jan.  29,  1917. 


Overseers  of  Poor. 
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REPORT  OF  TOWN  CLERK. 


DOGS  LICENSED  IN  1916. 


7  7  male  dogs  .  . 
10  female  dogs 

Clerk’s  fees  .  .  . 


$154.00 

50.00 

- $204.00 

17.40 


Paid  County  Treasurer 


$186.60 


BIRTHS  REGISTERED  IN  1916. 


DATE  OF 

BIRTH.  NAME  OF  CHILD. 

1916 

Jan.  19.  George  Godfrey  Davenport, 
Jan.  24.  Gertrude  Rose  Austin, 

Feb.  10.  Robert  Flooks, 

Feb.  14.  Herbert  Frederick  Wise, 
Mar.  7.  Mary  C.  Powers, 

May  3.  John  Steele  Leonard, 

May  11.  Janet  Marguerite  Barrows, 
Aug. 24.  Kenneth  Francis  Brown, 
Oct.  9.  Elizabeth  ThorntonWorth, 

Oct.  18.  -  Willey, 

Oct.  25.  Margaret  Elizabeth  Coch¬ 
rane, 

Nov.  2.  Clifford  Earle  Mathewson, 
Nov.  21.  Hazel  Taylor, 

Dec.  9.  Frederick  Arthur  Partridge, 


PARENTS,  WITH  MAIDEN 
NAME  OF  MOTHER. 


George  G.  and  Emma  B.  Randlett. 
Chas.  W.  and  Mary  McDonnell. 
James  Edward  and  Dorothy  Os¬ 
good. 

Leon  A.  and  Leta  Wilson. 
Edward  T.  and  Cecelia  G.  Conway. 
John  S.  and  Althea  A.  Knight. 
Raymond  and  Lulu  E.  Taft. 
Francis  S.  and  Beatrice  I.  Cowee. 
HowardT.  and  Bertha  E.  Pearson. 
Perlie  G.  and  Mary  E.  Savoy. 

John  D.  and  Elizabeth  Dawson. 
Willard  P.  and  Lucy  A.  Kenney. 
Joseph  and  Alice  G.  Coffin. 
Frederick  C.and  Edith  M.  Wilson. 
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MARRIAGES  REGISTERED  IN  1916. 


DATE  OF 

MARRIAGE.  NAME  OF  GROOM  AND  BRIDE.  RESIDENCE. 


1916. 

Feb.  10.  Joseph  Isaiah  Bartlett, 
Mary  Louise  Paille, 

Feb.  28.  Charles  Edward  Ferris, 
Adelaide  Grace  Dyer, 

June  17.  Antwine  Mitchell  Plouff, 
Sarah  E.  Kivlin, 

Aug.  5.  Adin  Freeman  Messinger, 
Mabel  Moore  Taft, 

Sept.  6.  Raymond  Leroy  Daley, 
Ruby  Verena  Springer, 
Sept.  12.  Joseph  Rendo, 

Bessie  Maud  Hoggarth, 
Nov.  21.  Edwin  Sidney  Dolliff, 

Elizabeth  Marshall  Allison. 


Mendon,  Mass. 
Upton,  Mass. 
Mendon,  Mass. 
Northbridge,  Mass. 
Mendon,  Mass. 
Readville,  Mass. 
Hopedale,  Mass. 
Mendon,  Mass. 
Mendon,  Mass. 
Mendon,  Mass. 
Mendon,  Mass. 
Mendon,  Mass. 
Mendon,  Mass. 
Bellingham,  Mass. 


DEATHS  REGISTERED  IN  1916. 


DATE  OF 

DEATH. 

NAME. 

Y. 

AGE. 

M. 

1916. 

Jan.  8 

Edward  B.  Alger, 

29 

11 

Jan. 

13 

Augustine  Collin, 

61 

0 

Jan. 

17 

John  Powers, 

73 

0 

Jan. 

24 

David  Herbert  Chilson, 

41 

3 

Feb. 

27 

Abbott  Lawrence, 

73 

10 

Feb. 

28 

Mercy  Josephine  Taft, 

60 

3 

Mar. 

12 

Mary  C.  Powers, 

— 

— 

June 

19 

Edna  May  Powell, 

5 

8 

June 

27 

Edith  Latimer, 

35 

4 

June 

30 

Joanna  A.  Fuller, 

79 

5 

April 

1 

Eva  I.  A.  Hartshorn, 

33 

1 

July 

12 

Charles  Emerson  Gates, 

15 

6 

July 

20 

Sarah  Jane  Forrest, 

79 

7 

Aug. 

19 

Henry  Rich, 

75 

— 

Aug. 

23 

Patrick  McAleer, 

78 

2 

Sept. 

1 

Lorenzo  G.  Clark, 

64 

4 

Sept. 

4 

Henry  Joseph  George  Bartlett, 

— 

4 

Sept. 

19 

Pauline  Kingman, 

80 

6 

July 

28 

Edward  Livingston  Southwick, 

80 

5 

Oct. 

21 

Gertrude  F.  Hoel, 

23 

11 

Nov. 

12 

Harriet  Ellen  Pierce  Daniels, 

73 

9 

Nov. 

15 

Joseph  Northrop, 

65 

5 

Nov. 

2 

Mary  Johnson, 

67 

— 

Dec. 

13 

Georgianna  D.  Cook, 

68 

0 

Dec. 

13 

Willis  Maison  Nichols, 

63 

6 

I  I  NWOlHiOHIM  I  04  CO 
r-i  >H  i— 1  rH  N  I  I  NH  <N  him!  <M 
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If  errors  or  omissions  are  discovered  in  the  list  of  births,  mar¬ 
riages  and  deaths,  report  them  to  the  town  clerk,  that  the  record 
may  be  corrected.  Section  6  of  Chapter  29  of  the  Revised  Laws 
requires  that  “Parents  within  forty  days  after  the  birth  of  a  child, 
and  every  householder,  within  forty  days  after  a  birth  in  his  house, 
shall  cause  notice  thereof  to  be  given  to  the  clerk  of  the  city  or 
town  in  which  such  child  is  born.  Every  householder  in  whose 
house  a  death  occurs,  shall,  within  five  days  thereafter  cause  notice 
thereof  to  be  given  to  the  board  of  health,  or,  if  the  selectmen 
constitute  such  board,  to  the  town  clerk.”  Section  29  of  Chapter 
1 5 1  of  the  Revised  Laws  reads  as  follows:  “If  a  marriage  is 
solemnized  in  another  state  between  parties  living  in  this  common¬ 
wealth,  who  return  to  dwell  here,  they  shall,  within  seven  days 
after  their  return,  file  with  the  clerk  or  registrar  of  the  city  or 
town  in  which  either  of  them  lived  at  the  time  of  their  marriage  a 
certificate  or  declaration  of  their  marriage,  including  the  facts 
relative  to  marriages  which  are  required  by  law,  and  for  neglect 
thereof  shall  forfeit  ten  dollars.” 

Blanks  for  the  return  of  all  vital  records  can  be  obtained 
from  the  town  clerk. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  H.  ALLEN, 


Mendon,  January  1,  1917. 


Town  Clerk. 
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ADDITIONAL  BY-LAWS  OF  THE  TOWN 
OF  MENDON. 


At  the  annual  Town  Meeting  of  the  Town  of  Mendon,  held 
on  Monday,  March  1st,  1915,  under  Article  22,  which  was:  To  see 
if  the  Town  will  take  any  action  in  relation  to  amendments  of  its 
by-laws  or  adopt  any  new  ones : 

It  was  unanimously  Voted :  That  the  following  be  and  hereby 
are  made  and  established  as  by-laws  for  said  Town  of  Mendon  and 
that  the  penalties  recited  be  and  hereby  are  fixed  as  penalties 
for  violation  thereof.  Said  by-laws  to  be  in  addition  to  the  present 
by-laws  of  said  Town  and  designated  as  follows : 

Article  8.  Regulations  as  to  Ways,  Streets,  Sidewalks  and 
Public  Places. 

Section  1.  No  person  shall  stand  or  loiter  on  any  public  way, 
street,  sidewalk  or  public  place  within  the  town  to  the  disturbance 
or  annoyance  of  the  owners  of  property  abutting  on  said  way, 
street  or  place,  or  to  any  other  person  or  persons,  and  shall,  upon 
being  ordered  by  any  constable  or  police  officer  of  the  town, 
immediately  and  peaceably  depart. 

Section  2.  No  person  shall  suffer  or  permit  any  horse  or 
other  animal,  carriage,  automobile,  bicycle,  or  other  vehicle  of  any 
description,  belonging  to  him  or  under  his  care  or  control,  to  re¬ 
main  standing  on  any  public  way,  street,  sidewalk  or  public  place 
within  the  town  to  the  disurbance  or  annoyance  of  the  owners 
of  property  abutting  on  said  way,  street  or  place,  or  to  any  other 
person  or  persons,  and  shall  upon  being  ordered  by  any  constable 
or  police  officer  of  the  town,  immediately  and  peaceably  depart  with 
said  animal  or  vehicle. 

Section  3.  Whoever  violates  any  of  the  provisions  of  either 
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of  these  sections  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  each  violation  thereof* 
a  fine  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars. 

A  true  copy  of  the  records. 

Attest :  CHARLES  H.  ALLEN, 

Town  Clerk. 


The  foregoing  by-laws  are  approved. 

HENRY  C.  ATTWILL, 

Attorney  General. 

Mendon,  May  25,  1915. 

A  true  copy.  Attest : 

CHARLES  H.  ALLEN, 


Town  Clerk. 
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THE  THIRTY-SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 

TRUSTEES  OF  TAFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


It  is  a  pleasure  to  report  another  year  of  pleasant  and  profit¬ 
able  work  at  the  library.  There  seems  to  be  a  constantly  increas¬ 
ing  appreciation  of  its  advantages  on  the  part  of  both  young  and 
old.  This  is  as  it  should  be,  for  we  certainly  are  living  in  a 
reading  age. 

The  new  lighting  system  is  a  marked  improvement.  Electric 
lights  are  not  only  cleaner  and  more  convenient,  but  they  are  more 
easily  cared  for.  They  give  more  and  better  light  and  it  is  more 
uniformly  distributed,  all  of  which  tends  to  reduce  eye-strain 
and  makes  it  easy  to  read  in  any  part  of  the  building. 

The  State  Library  Commission  has  contributed  an  unusually 
large  number  of  books  during  the  past  year,  books  of  a  solid  and 
substantial  character.  Many  of  them  are  reference  books  includ¬ 
ing  a  Webster’s  International  Dictionary.  We  are  truly  grateful 
to  the  Library  Commission  as  well  as  to  citizens  and  others  who 
have  contributed  reading  matter  to  the  library  during  the  year. 

In  a  room  so  well  lighted  and  heated  it  is  perfectly  practicable 
to  do  reference  work  if  one  wishes  to  do  so.  While  the  reference 
department  is  not  large  at  present,  doubtless  more  works  of  refer¬ 
ence  would  be  added  if  the  demands  were  sufficient  to  warrant  it. 

The  co-operation  between  the  library  and  the  schools  is  cor¬ 
dial,  but  not  so  extensive  as  it  might  be.  The  librarian  is  always 
glad  to  assist  pupils  in  finding  books  and  material  bearing  upon 
their  work,  also  in  making  a  selection  of  books  to  send  to  the 
various  schools. 

A  collection  of  library  books  should  be  found  in  every  school¬ 
room,  and  they  should  be  freely  and  liberally  used  to  supplement 
the  regular  text-books.  Library  books  thus  used  would  stimulate 
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an  interest  in  reading,  illuminate  the  subjects  being  studied,  and 
tend  to  make  real  students  of  the  boys  and  girls. 

Here  is  a  splendid  opportunity  for  the  teachers  of  the  public 
schools,  and  the  success  of  the  enterprise  depends  almost  entirely 
upon  them.  In  those  rooms  only  where  the  teacher  is  interested 
and  enthusiastic  will  very  much  reading  be  done  outside  of  the  pre¬ 
scribed  text-books.  If  the  teacher  realizes  the  importance  to  the 
child  of  living  in  an  atmosphere  of  books,  the  efficiency  of  her 
work  will  be  doubled. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

EDWIN  L.  WILSON, 
SMITH  A.  STEERE, 
LYMAN  COOK, 

F.  G.  ATWELL, 


Trustees  of  Taft  Public  Library. 
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LIBRARIAN’S  REPORT. 


To  the  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public  Library: — 

There  have  been  235  volumes  added  the  past  year,  and  4 
destroyed  because  of  scarlet  fever,  making  the  number  of  volumes 
now  in  the  library,  approximately  5866.  Of  those  added,  108 
were  bought  by  the  town  and  127  were  given  as  follows:  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Free  Public  Library  Commission  gave  93 ;  Charlotte  E. 
Day,  18  ;  Secretary  of  Commonwealth,  10;  National  Canners’ 
Association,  1 ;  National  Bank  of  New  York,  1 ;  Arthur  A.  Carey, 
1 ;  Massachusetts  State  Board  of  Agriculture,  1 ;  American  Jewish 
Committee,  1 ;  New  England  Anti- Vivisection  Society,  1. 

The  total  circulation  of  the  year  was  6291.  The  largest  for 
one  week  was  172,  the  smallest  73,  the  average  133.  The  circula¬ 
tion  by  classes  was  as  follows:  Fiction,  3965  ;  unbound  magazines, 
1646;  bound  magazines,  77;  biography,  59;  travel,  84;  history, 
101;  literature,  98;  useful  and  line  arts,  112;  science,  84;  all 
others,  65. 

The  library  subscribes  for  the  Century,  Munsey,  National 
Geographic,  Field  and  Stream,  Illustrated  World,  Scientific 
American,  St.  Nicholas,  Woman’s  Home  Companion  and  Ladies’ 
Home  Journal.  The  Massachusetts  Library  Commission  sends 
us  the  World’s  Work,  Popular  Mechanics,  Good  Housekeeping, 
Public  Libraries  and  American  Boy.  The  Metropolitan,  Woman’s 
Journal,  Musical  Messenger,  Choir,  and  Our  Dumb  Animals 
are  sent  by  the  publishers.  The  Scribner’s  is  given  by  the 
librarian,  the  Atlantic  by  Paul  Williams,  and  several  bundles  of 
various  magazines  have  been  sent  to  the  library  by  Miss  C.  R. 
Seabury. 

Books  have  been  sent  to  the  Albeeville  school  about  once  a 
month. 
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BOOKS  ADDED  IN  1916. 


Fiction : — 

After  the  Manner  of  Men.  Francis  Lynde 
Alice  Devine.  Edgar  Jepson. 

Amiable  Charlatan.  E.  P.  Oppenheim. 

Aunt  J ane.  J ennette  Lee. 

Babette.  F.  B.  Smith. 

Bent  Twig.  Dorothy  Canfield. 

Blind  Man’s  Eyes.  Wm.  MacHarg  and  Edwin  Balmer. 
Bonnie  May.  Louis  Dodge. 

Border  Legion.  Zane  Grey. 

Bright  Eyes  of  Danger.  J  ohn  Foster. 

Cab  of  the  Sleeping  Horse.  J.  R.  Scott. 

Cape  Cod  Stories.  J.  C.  Lincoln. 

Cap’n  Dan’s  Daughter.  J.  C.  Lincoln. 

Cathedral  Singer.  J.  L.  Allen. 

Cloistered  Romance.  Florence  Olmstead. 

Come  Out  of  the  Kitchen.  A.  D.  Miller. 

Country  Chronicle.  Grant  Showerman. 

Dear  Enemy.  Jean  Webster. 

Door  of  Dread.  Arthur  Stringer. 

Duchess  of  Wrexe.  Hugh  Walpole. 

Felicity  Crofton.  Marguerite  Bryant. 

Fortunes  of  Garin.  Mary  Johnston. 

Green  Alleys.  Eden  Philpotts. 

Green  Mansions.  W.  H.  Hudson. 

Hermit  Doctor  of  Gaya.  I.  A.  R.  Wylie. 

Jim,  Unclassified.  R.  J.  Kelly. 

Julius  Le  Vallon.  Algernon  Blackwood. 

Kingdom  of  the  Blind.  E.  P.  Oppenheim. 

Lady  of  Leisure.  Ethel  Sidgwick. 

Leopard  Woman.  S.  E.  White. 

Life  and  Gabriella.  Ellen  Glasgow. 

Lightning  Conductor  Discovers  America. 

C.  N.  and  A.  M.  Williamson. 
Little  Miss  Grouch.  S.  H.  Adams. 

The  Maelstrom.  Frank  Froest. 
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Man  in  Lonely  Land.  K.  L.  Bosher. 

Mary  ’Gusta.  J.  C.  Lincoln. 

Miss  Gibbie  Gault.  K.  L.  Bosher. 

Mr.  Britling  Sees  It  Through.  H.  G.  Wells. 
Nan  of  Music  Mountain.  F.  H.  Spearman. 
Old  Judge  Priest.  Irwin  S.  Cobb. 

Real  Adventure.  H.  K.  Webster. 

The  Sailor.  J.  C.  Snaith. 

Seventeen.  Booth  Tarkington. 

Side  of  the  Angels.  Basil  King. 

Song  of  the  Lark.  W.  S.  Cather. 

The  Spinster.  S.  N.  Cleghom. 

Tales  of  the  Labrador.  W.  T.  Grenfell. 
Thirty-nine  Steps.  John  Buchan. 

Tish.  M.  R.  Rinehart. 

Under  the  Country  Sky.  Grace  Richmond. 
The  Unknown  Mr.  Kent.  Roy  Norton. 

Valley  Road.  M.  H.  Foote 
Wall  Street  Girl.  F.  O.  Bartlett. 
Watermeads.  Archibald  Marshall. 

Way  of  an  Eagle.  E.  M.  Dell. 

Worn  Doorstep.  Margaret  Sherwood. 

Xingu.  Edith  Wharton. 

Yellow  Dove.  George  Gibbs. 


Juveniles : — 

Adventures  of  Sammy  Jay.  T.  W.  Burgess. 
Barnaby  Cross  Stories. 

Blue  Bird  for  Children.  M.  Maeterlinck. 

Boris  in  Russia.  E.  B.  McDonald. 

Boy  Scouts.  Official  Hand  Book. 

Boy’s  Book  of  Battles. 

Boy’s  Life  of  Edison.  W.  H.  Meadowcroft. 
Brooks’  Primer.  C.  F.  Carroll  and  S.  C.  Brooks. 
Captain  Danny.  Walter  Camp. 

Chicken  World.  E.  B.  Smith. 

Children’s  Book.  F.  H.  Burnett,  ed. 
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Children’s  Book.  H.  E.  Scudder,  ed. 

Children’s  Pickwick.  Cartwright,  ed. 

Colette  in  France.  E.  B.  McDonald. 

Dickens’  Dramatic  Reader.  Fanny  Comstock,  ed. 

The  Doers.  W.  J.  Hopkins. 

Early  Life  of  Mr.  Man.  E.  B.  Smith. 

Famous  Men  of  the  Middle  Ages.  J.  H.  Haaren. 

Famous  Stories  Every  Child  Should  Know.  H.  W.  Mabie,  ed. 
Farm  Book.  E.  B.  Smith. 

Felicia.  E.  L.  Gould. 

Field  Book  of  American  Flowers.  F.  S.  Mathews. 

First  Book  of  Forestry.  Filibert  Roth. 

Five  Little  Peppers  in  the  Little  Brown  House. 

Margaret  Sidney. 

Four  American  Poets.  Sherwin  Cody. 

Friendship  of  Nations.  Lucile  Gulliver. 

Fritz  in  Germany.  E.  B.  McDonald. 

From  Colony  to  Commonwealth.  N.  M.  Tiffany. 

Games  for  Playground.  J.  H.  Bancroft. 

Golden  Goose  Book.  L.  L.  Brooke. 

Good  Stories  for  Great  Holidays.  F.  J.  Olcott. 

Grannis  of  the  Fifth.  A.  S.  Pier. 

Harper’s  Beginning  Electricity.  D.  C.  Shafer. 

Harper’s  Indoor  Book  for  Boys.  J.  H.  Adams. 

How  the  Pennypackers  Kept  the  Light.  Sophie  Swett. 

In  the  Once  Upon  a  Time.  Lillian  Gask. 

Indian  Scout  Talks.  C.  A.  Eastman. 

Insect  Folk.  M.  W.  Morley. 

June.  E.  B.  Delano. 

Just  David.  E.  H.  Porter. 

King  Arthur.  M.  R.  Warren. 

Land  We  Live  In.  O.  W.  Price. 

Lessons  on  Manners.  J.  M.  Dewey. 

Little  Strawman.  C.  W.  Hunter. 

Loraine.  Elizabeth  Gordon. 

Mary  Rose  of  Mifflin.  F.  R.  Sterret. 

Master  Skylark.  John  Bennett. 

Mexican  Twins.  L.  F.  Perkins. 
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Mother  Nature’s  Children.  A.  W.  Gould. 

Mother  West  Wind’s  Neighbors.  T.  W.  Burgess. 

Myths  of  the  Red  Children.  G.  L.  Wilson. 

Nature  Studies  in  Field  and  Wood.  C.  A.  Reed. 

Nature  Study,  Birds.  C.  A.  Reed. 

On  the  Warpath.  J.  W.  Schultz. 

Once  Upon  a  Time.  M.  E.  Caldwell. 

Our  Little  Cuban  Cousin.  M.  H.  Wade. 

Parlour  Games. 

Phrousie  Pepper.  Margaret  Sidney. 

Pictures  of  British  History.  E.  L.  Hoskyn. 

Pierrot,  Dog  of  Belgium.  W.  A.  Dyer. 

Plays  for  School  Children.  A.  M.  Lutkenhaus. 

Shelters,  Shacks  and  Shanties.  D.  C.  Beard. 

Six  Little  Ducklings.  Katherine  Pyle. 

Six  Little  Pennypackers.  Sophie  Swett. 

Stories  of  Brave  Dogs.  M.  H.  Carter. 

Stories  of  the  Pilgrims.  M.  B.  Pumphrey. 

Track’s  End.  Hayden  Carruth. 

When  I  Was  a  Boy  in  Belgium.  Robert  Jonckheere. 
When  I  Was  a  Boy  in  Russia.  V.  D.  B.  Mokrievitch. 
Wild  Flowers  Every  Child  Should  Know.  F.  W.  Stack. 
Young  Puritans  in  King  Philip’s  War.  M.  P.  W.  Smith. 


Non-Fiction : — 

American  Lyrics.  Edith  Rickert.  ed. 

American  Masters  of  Sculpture.  C.  S.  Caffin. 

American  Woman  Abroad.  Blanche  McManus. 

Atlantic  Classics. 

Avon  and  Shakespeare’s  Country.  A.  G.  Bradley. 
Basketry  Work.  M.  M.  Blanchard. 

Beautiful  Britain,  Abbotsford. 

Beautiful  Britain,  Stratford-on-Avon.  Dixon  Scott. 
Beautiful  Britain,  Trossachs.  G.  E.  Mittorn. 

Beginnings  of  New  England.  John  Fiske. 

Benighted  Mexico.  R.  W.  Smith. 

Camera  Crusades  Through  the  Holy  Land.  D.  L.  Elmendorf. 
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Canning  and  How  to  Use  Canned  Foods.  A.  W.  Bitting. 
Century  Cyclopedia  of  N ames. 

Conciliation  With  America.  Edmund  Burke. 

Diplomat’s  Wife  in  Mexico.  Edith  O’Shaughnessy. 

The  Domestic  Cat.  E.  W.  Forbush. 

An  Ethical  Problem.  Albert  Effingwell. 

Fear  God  and  Take  Your  Own  Part.  Theodore  Roosevelt. 
Fighting  France.  Edith  Wharton. 

First  Hundred  Thousand.  Ian  Hay. 

From  Cataract  to  Equator.  J.  T.  Dennis. 

Golden  Treasury,  2  vols.  F.  T.  Palgrave. 

Harper’s  Encyclopaedia  of  U.  S.  History,  10  vols. 

Harvard  College.  G.  B.  Hill. 

Hay,  Life  of  John,  2  vols.  W.  R.  Thayer. 

Hilltop  on  the  Marne.  Mildred  Aldrich. 

How  to  Live.  Irving  Fisher. 

In  and  Outdoor  Games.  B.  Kingsland. 

Jews  in  the  Eastern  War  Zone. 

Johnson,  Life  of  Samuel,  2  vols.  James  Boswell. 

Kipling’s  Works,  18  vols.  Rudyard  Kipling. 

‘Mademoielle  Miss.” 

Massachusetts,  Brief  History  of  Constitution. 

L.  A.  Frothingham. 

Memorial  Day.  R.  H.  Shauffler,  ed. 

Men  of  the  Old  Stone  Age.  H.  F.  Osborn. 

Motor  Rambles  in  Italy.  Harris  Credo. 

National  Banks  in  New  York. 

Nelson,  Life  of  Horatio.  Robert  Southey. 

Nurse  in  Every  Home.  M.  G.  Overlock. 

Plain  Facts  About  Mexico.  G.  J.  Hagar. 

Political  History,  General  Sketch  of.  A.  D.  Innes. 

Present  Day  China.  G.  L.  Harding. 

Productive  Poultry  Husbandry.  H.  R.  Lewis. 

Reading  in  the  Primary  Grades.  Frances  Jenkins. 

Romance  of  the  Rhine.  Charles  Marriott. 

Russian  Empire  of  Today  and  Yesterday.  N.  O.  Winter. 
Scout  Law  in  Practice.  A.  A.  Carey. 

Second  Post.  E.  V. Lucas. 


38 


Secrets  of  the  German  War  Office.  A.  K.  Graves. 
Shakespeare.  John  Masefield. 

Shakespeare  and  Stratford.  H.  C.  Shelley. 

Shakespeare,  Life  of  William.  Sidney  Lee. 

Shakespeare,  Stories  from.  Jeanie  Lang. 

Some  Sporting  Dogs.  F.  T.  Barton. 

Soul  of  the  War.  Philip  Gibbs. 

Speaking  of  Operations.  I.  S.  Cobb. 

Story  of  a  Pioneer.  A.  H.  Shaw. 

Table  Service.  Lucy  C.  Allen. 

Textiles.  P.  H.  Nystrom. 

Understanding  the  French.  R.  L.  Hartt. 

We  Discover  New  England.  L.  C.  Hale. 

Webster’s  New  International  Dictionary,  1916. 

What  is  Coming?  H.  G.  Wells. 

Vital  Records  of  Boxborough,  Bridgewater,  Burlington,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  New  Ashford,  Richmond,  Salisbury  and  Westford. 

$14.75  was  received  from  fines.  $1.00  was  received  from  the 
sale  of  lamps. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LENA  W.  GEORGE, 

Librarian. 


Finance  Committee  Report. 


The  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  Taft  Public 
Library  for  the  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1916. 

RESOURCES. 


Appropriation  .  $300  00 

Balance  from  last  year .  29  13 

Cash  for  lamp .  1  00 

Fines  . 14  75 


$344  88 
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EXPENDITURES. 

Lena  W.  George,  librarian .  $100  00 

C.  H.  Gillis,  janitor .  15  30 

Edward  F.  Driscoll,  magazines .  1555 

H.  W.  Wilson  Co.,  readers’  guide .  4  00 

H.  M  Burr,  supplies .  1  00 

Gaylord  Bros.,  guides  and  cards .  7  30 

Howard  G.  Ramsey,  electric  lighting 

supplies  .  1076 

Harry  Taft,  labor .  75 

E.  H.  Taft,  wood . .  6  65 

Old  Corner  Book  Store,  books .  101  36 

H.  R.  Hunting  Co.,  books .  18  20 

Lena  W.  George,  books  . .  13  50 

Mrs  Sumner  Allen,  carrying  books  to 

Albeeville  School .  3  00 

E.  L.  Wilson,  labor .  75 

Lena  W.  George,  express .  735 

D.  H.  Barnes,  supplies .  40 

S.  A.  Steere,  painting  floor .  5  00 

Worcester  Suburban  Electric  Co.,  service  1 1  00 
Lewis  H.  Barney,  coal .  15  38 


$337  25 

Balance  on  hand .  7  63 

-  $344  88 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LYMAN  COOK, 

SMITH  A.  STEERE, 


Finance  Committee. 
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AUDITOR’S  REPORT. 


I  have  examined  the  accounts  of  all  the  Town  Officers  who 
have  received  or  disbursed  funds  belonging  to  the  town  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  January  1st,  1917,  and  find  them  correctly  kept 
and  with  proper  vouchers. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

GEO.  M.  TAFT, 


Auditor. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 
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FOR  THE 
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MILFORD,  MASS. : 
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ORGANIZATION  OF 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


LENA  W.  GEORGE,  (Secretary) 
CLARENCE  A.  TAFT, 

LYMAN  COOK,  (Chairman) 


Superintendent. 
F.  G.  ATWELL. 


Truant  Officers. 

GEORGE  A.  PARKINSON, 

F.  G.  ATWELL. 


1916-17. 


Term  expires  1917. 
Term  expires  1918. 
Term  expires  1919. 


LYMAN  COOK, 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE’S  REPORT 


The  School  Committee  submit  the  following  report  for  the 
year  ending  Jan.  1,  1917. 

RESOURCES. 

Appropriation . $  4,000  00 

Appropriation  for  School  Physician  ....  25  00 

From  State .  1,053  28 

From  State,  Superintendent .  375  00 

From  State,  High  School  Assistant .  500  00 

From  State,  tuition .  142  00 

From  City  of  Boston,  tuition .  70  50 

From  County  Treasurer,  dog  tax .  167  98 

-  $6,333  76 

EXPENDITURES. 

Teachers . $3,623  50 

I  Superintendent  .  615  00 

Transportation .  713  30 

Fuel  .  520  99 

(School  Physician .  25  00 

Care  of  Buildings .  378  79 

iText  books  and  supplies .  264  30 

Incidentals .  103  37 


Balance 


$6,244  25 
$89  51 
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Teachers. 


Charles  H.  Risley .  $540  00 

Charles  P.  Steward .  360  00 

Alice  C.  Pulsifer .  530  00 

Karin  L.  Ekman .  276  00 

Laura  L.  Strickland .  456  00 

Mary  E.  Dudley .  456  00 

Agnes  M.  Fraser .  396  00 

Clara  M.  Wilder .  150  00 

Maria  E.  Allen .  351  50 

Amy  Wheelock .  108  00 


Superintendent. 


F.  G.  Atwell 


Transportation. 

Milford  &  Uxbridge  St.  Ry.  Co .  $211  30 


J.  Franklin  Leonard .  380  00 

Leonard  E.  Taft .  120  00 

W.  G.  Larking .  2  00 


Fuel. 

H.  M.  Curtiss  Coal  Co.,  East  Mendon  ...  $  8  20 

H.  M.  Curtiss  Coal  Co.,  Center .  496  79 

Joseph  Taylor,  Center .  2  00 

Pierre  Norman,  Center .  2  00 

Justin  F.  South  wick,  Albeeville .  12  00 


School  Physician. 


$3,623  50 


$615  00 


$713  30 


$520  99 


Dr.  K.  A.  Campbell 


$25  00 
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Care  of  Buildings. 

George  A.  Parkinson .  $180  00 

Fred  Hoel .  40  80 

George  H.  Whiting .  99  99 

Maria  E.  Allen .  18  50 

Georgianna  Cook  .  11  00 

Minnie  F.  Thayer .  28  50 

-  $378  79 

Text  Books  and  Supplies. 

White,  Smith  Publishing  Co .  $  1  40 

Silver,  Burdett  &  Company .  112 

D.  C.  Heath  &  Co .  39  34 

Bernard  M.  Sheridan .  2  50 

American  Book  Company .  13  74 

Graphic  Text  Book  Company .  1  08 

Edward  E.  Babb  &  Co .  46  03 

J.  J.  Gibbs .  8  40 

J.  L.  Hammett  Company .  72  01 

Milwaukee  Dustless  Brush  Co .  8  00 

Ginn  &  Company .  18  56 

The  Macmillan  Company .  34  31 

Staples  &  Gould .  2  60 

Allyn  &  Bacon .  6  99 

Daniel  O’Neill .  1  10 

F.  G.  Atwell .  7  12 

-  $264  30 

Incidentals. 

R.  C.  Eldridge,  cleaning  clock .  $  1  00 

J.  J.  Gibbs,  kresoline .  1  25 

Werber  &  Rose,  table  for  High  school  ...  2  50 

Clinton  L.  Barnard,  repairing  clock  ....  1  00 

T.  E.  Morse,  glass  and  paint .  255 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  lawn  edge,  thermom¬ 
eters,  batteries,  lantern . 2  20 
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E.  T.  Powers,  labor  and  material .  3  62 

Herbert  J.  George,  cartage .  1  00 

F.  G.  Atwell,  telephone,  express,  sta¬ 

tionery,  etc .  11  13 

George  E.  Thayer,  use  of  well .  3  00 

Herbert  C.  Forbes,  lettering  diplomas  ...  1  00 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  screws,  wire,  valves, 

door  bolt,  glass .  1  70 

Milford  Journal  Company,  programs 

and  discharge  cards .  5  25 

Joseph  H.  Dudley,  care  of  church .  2  00 

Jacob  R.  Brown,  oil  and  labor  on  floors  . .  10  00 

Charles  H.  Allen,  key,  repairing  window, 

etc .  1  00 

Avery  &  Woodbury  Co.,  shade .  150 

George  H.  Locke,  shingles . * .  2  00 

Frank  C.  Albee,  cement  and  labor .  4  50 

F.  O.  Wadman,  reseating  chair .  115 

H.  S.  Chadbourne,  flag  rope .  118 

George  H.  Whiting,  labor .  10  00 

Henry  L.  Patrick,  tools,  brooms,  etc  . . .  3  12 

D.  H.  Barnes,  brushes,  dustpan,  soap,  etc.  1  92 

J.  F.  Damon,  labor  on  lock .  35 

Clarence  A.  Taft,  cleaning  vaults,  etc.. . .  3  00 

Lyman  Cook,  school  census,  district  meet¬ 
ing,  labor  and  supplies .  14  45 

Lena  W.  George,  secretary .  10  00 

-  $103  37 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LYMAN  COOK, 

LENA  W.  GEORGE, 

CLARENCE  A.  TAFT, 

School  Committee. 

Mendon,  Jan.  2,  1917. 
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SUPERINTENDENT’S  REPORT. 


To  the  School  Committee  of  Mendon  : — 

The  twenty-third  annual  report  of  the  superintendent  of 
schools  is  herewith  presented : — 

Changes  of  Teachers. 

During  the  summer  vacation  Mr.  Risley  was  elected  to  the 
principalship  of  the  Rutland  high  school  at  an  increase  of  salary. 
While  we  had  expected  him  to  remain  in  Mendon,  we  could  not 
properly  stand  in  the  way  of  his  advancement.  Mr.  Steward, 
who  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  is  a  teacher  of  several  years’ 
experience.  From  the  first  day  of  school  his  success  was  assured. 
He  has  shown  how  much  can  be  accomplished  when  both  pupils 
and  teacher  are  united  in  spirit  and  purpose. 

Miss  Pulsifer’s  salary  was  increased  enough  to  retain  her  ser¬ 
vices  for  a  second  year.  This  was  strongly  recommended  in  last 
year’s  report.  The  results  certainly  justify  the  added  expense. 
While  she  is  temporarily  away  on  account  of  illness  in  her  family, 
it  is  expected  she  will  return  for  the  spring  term. 

On  account  of  a  change  of  residence,  Mrs.  Strickland  resigned 
her  position  at  the  close  of  the  fall  term,  and  the  school  is  now  in 
charge  of  Mrs.  Caroline  Blackwood.  Mrs.  Strickland  had  taught 
this  school  for  more  than  two  years,  always  in  the  same  quiet, 
efficient  manner.  Miss  Ekman  resigned  after  two  years  of  service 
in  the  grammar  school  and  Miss  Fraser,  who  had  declined  to  return 
to  the  East  school,  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy.  Miss  Clara 
Wilder,  a  graduate  of  Bridgewater  Normal  School,  was  secured 
for  the  East  school. 

Nothing  could  prove  more  conclusively  than  some  of  the 
experiences  of  the  past  year  that  it  is  the  teacher  that  makes  the 
school.  This  fact  has  been  illustrated  in  the  primary  school  for 
several  years.  The  important  question,  therefore,  is  not  so  much 
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what  salary  is  paid  as  what  quality  of  teaching  is  received.  There 
is  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  a  little  more  money  expended  to  retain 
the  services  of  a  teacher  known  to  be  efficient  and  satisfactory  will 
be  found  to  be  the  best  kind  of  economy  in  the  end. 

Prize  Essays. 

The  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  offered  prizes  for 
the  best  essays  on  the  general  topic  of  the  Causes  of  the  American 
Revolution.  The  high  school  prize  was  won  by  Martha  Lowell, 
and  the  grammar  school  prize  by  William  Brown  of  the  Albeeville 
school. 

The  pupils  of  the  Mendon  high  school  are  eligible  to  compete 
for  the  Delano  Patrick  Peace  Prizes,  but  as  a  rule  only  a  very  few 
enter  the  competition.  Probably  this  is  not  due  so  much  to  lack  of 
interest  as  to  lack  of  confidence. 

The  kindness  of  the  parties  offering  these  prizes  is  deeply 
appreciated.  The  subjects  are  those  in  which  every  pupil  should 
be  interested  and  of  which  all  should  possess  some  definite  knowl¬ 
edge.  The  pupils  are  greatly  benefited  by  the  reading  involved  in 
securing  the  necessary  material  for  an  essay.  As  an  exercise  in 
thinking  and  in  English  composition,  nothing  could  be  better.  It 
is  hoped  that  more  pupils  will  compete  for  these  prizes. 

The  Advantages  of  Higher  Education. 

Until  comparatively  recent  years,  the  main  purpose  of  a  col¬ 
lege  education  was  to  prepare  for  the  so-called  learned  professions. 
Unless  one  intended  to  become  a  minister,  a  doctor,  or  a  lawyer,  he 
saw  no  necessity  of  going  to  college.  The  old-fashioned  district 
school,  or  at  most  the  high  school,  could  supply  all  the  learning  he 
would  ever  need.  And  his  reasoning  was  not  so  very  far  wrong 
for  those  times,  but  life  is  much  more  complex  now,  and  more  edu¬ 
cation  is  necessary  to  meet  modern  conditions.  In  these  days  there 
are  a  great  many  positions  in  business,  in  mechanical  pursuits,  in 
engineering,  in  architecture,  and  in  teaching  which  demand  more 
than  a  high  school  education.  Many  types  of  farming  are  rapidly 
developing  into  skilled  occupations  requiring  technical  knowledge 
and  training.  Agricultural  education  has  made  wonderful  prog- 
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ress  during  the  last  decade,  and  the  end  is  not  yet.  Higher  educa¬ 
tion,  especially  of  a  technical  type,  has  a  utilitarian  value  today 
such  as  it  never  possessed  before.  This  fact  should  receive  the 
serious  consideration  of  every  high  school  graduate. 

The  Schools  and  the  Public  Library. 

More  intimate  relations  between  the  schools  and  the  library 
would  greatly  promote  the  educational  interests  of  the  town.  Aside 
from  ethical  values,  probably  the  best  thing  the  schools  can  give 
to  children  is  a  love  of  books  and  some  knowledge  of  how  to  use 
them.  Any  child  who  has  once  acquired  the  habit  of  reading  books 
of  real  merit  will  most  assuredly  educate  himself  even  if  his  school 
days  do  not  extend  beyond  the  grades.  The  schools  should  spare 
no  effort  to  lead  children  to  read  widely  and  intelligently.  We 
have  too  long  clung  to  the  tradition  that  text-books  above  all  others 
are  the  most  valuable  and  appropriate  for  the  school-room.  Some 
years  ago  a  prominent  educator  said  that  if  half  the  text-books  in 
common  use  were  thrown  into  the  waste  basket  and  library  books  of 
the  right  sort  and  such  magazines  as  the  “World’s  Work”  put  in 
their  place,  the  pupils  would  be  enormously  benefited  by  the  change. 
Another  educator  said  he  would  like  to  see  in  every  college  a 
“professorship  of  common  sense”  and  another  of  “general  infor¬ 
mation.”  These  quotations  indicate  there  are  those  who  believe  the 
public  schools  should  show  every  child  how  to  inform  his  own 
mind  through  judicious  reading.  I  hope  we  shall  use  the  library 
a  great  deal  more,  and  with  all,  have  faith  to  believe  that  the  pupils 
will  be  the  gainers  and  that  their  progress  in  their  regular  text¬ 
books  will  be  even  greater  than  now. 

The  Roll  of  Honor. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  roll  of  honor  is  very  brief  this  year, 
nothwithstanding  a  few  fine  records.  That  of  Gladys  Blood  is 
quite  remarkable.  Thirty-two  terms,  almost  eleven  years,  with¬ 
out  either  tardiness  or  absence  is  a  very  unusual  achievement.  It 
involves  excellent  health,  a  firm  purpose,  and  constant  vigilance. 
Other  records  of  ten  and  twelve  terms  are  very  commendable,  but 
all  of  these  are  the  showing  made  by  a  few  star  pupils.  Some 
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means  of  improving  the  attendance  of  the  rank  and  file  of  the 
pupils  and  thus  bringing  up  the  percentage  of  attendance  for  the 
entire  town  is  the  real  problem.  It  is  possible  for  a  particular 
school  to  have  two  or  three  names  on  the  roll  of  honor  year  after 
year  and  yet  the  percentage  of  attendance  in  that  school  might  be 
very  low  and  the  instances  of  tardiness  very  numerous.  Can  some 
scheme  be  devised  which  will  improve  the  attendance  of  all  pupils, 
which  will  induce  every  pupil  to  be  present  and  on  time  unless 
prevented  by  some  perfectly  valid  reason? 

The  Cost  of  Schools. 

It  is  true  that  more  is  being  expended  upon  the  public 
schools  throughout  the  State  than  ever  before,  and  the  expendi¬ 
ture  is  far  more  likely  to  increase  than  to  decrease.  In  the  smaller 
towns  it  constitutes  approximately  one-third  of  all  town  expenses, 
surely  more  than  any  other  single  item.  It  is  easy  to  see  why  the 
modern  school  should  cost  more  than  the  district  school  as  it 
existed  even  twenty-five  years  ago.  Teachers’  salaries  are  almost 
twice  as  high  and  certain  to  go  higher.  No  just  comparison  can  be 
made  between  the  cost  of  heating  now  and  twenty-five  or  fifty  years 
ago.  Then  a  box-stove  in  the  middle  of  the  room  consuming  three 
cords  of  wood  per  year  furnished  all  the  heat.  Janitors,  also  ventila¬ 
tion,  except  by  windows  and  cracks  were  unknown.  It  costs  more  to 
maintain  a  modern  heating  and  ventilating  system  for  a  building 
of  four  rooms  only  than  the  entire  cost  of  running  two  district 
schools  of  the  old  type.  At  the  preesnt  time  we  are  paying  enough 
for  transportation  of  pupils  to  support  two  more  such  schools,  and 
this  is  a  change  wholly  unknown  to  the  district  schools.  But 
practically  all  towns  are  committed  to  this  newer  and  more  ex¬ 
pensive  method  of  conducting  their  educational  affairs,  and  there 
is  little  likelihood  that  any  of  them  will  ever  go  back  to  the  earlier 
and  cheaper  district  schools. 

With  sincere  gratitude  for  kindly  co-operation  from  all 
sources,  this  report  is 

Respectfully  submitted, 

F.  G.  ATWELL, 

Superintendent  of  Schools. 

Mendon,  Mass.,  February  8,  1917. 
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TEACHERS  AND  SALARIES,  JANUARY,  1917. 


SCHOOLS. 

TEACHERS. 

SALARIES 

PER 

MONTH. 

PREPARATION. 

High, 

Charles  P.  Steward, 

$90  00 

Bates  College. 

Assistant, 

Alice  C.  Pulsifer, 

57  50 

Jackson  College. 

Grammar, 

Agnes  M.  Fraser, 

44  00 

Northfield  Seminary. 

Intermediate, 

Caroline  W. Blackwood, 

44  00 

Woonsocket  High  School. 

Primary, 

Mary  E.  Dudley, 

48  00 

Mendon  High  School. 

East  Mendon, 

Clara  M.  Wilder, 

40  00 

Bridgewater  Normal. 

Albeeville, 

Maria  Allen, 

38  00 

Wareham  High  School. 

Music, 

Amy  Wheelock, 

Mount  Holyoke  College. 

SCHOOL  CALENDAR,  1916-1917. 


SCHOOLS. 

SCHOOL 

FALL 

TERM. 

WINTER 

TERM. 

SPRING 

TERM. 

YEAR. 

Opens. 

Closes. 

Opens. 

Closes. 

Opens. 

Closes. 

High  School, 
Grades, 

40  weeks. 
36  weeks. 

1916 
Sept.  4 
Sept.  11 

1916 
Dec.  22 
Dec.  22 

1917 
Jan.  1 
Jan.  8 

1917 

March  23 
March  16 

1917 
April  2 
April  2 

1917 
June  22 
June  15 

Holidays : — 

Labor  Day,  Columbus  Day,  Thanksgiving  Day  and  Friday 
following,  January  1,  February  22,  April  19,  and  May  30. 
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SCHOOL  CALENDAR,  1917-1918. 


SCHOOLS. 

SCHOOL 

FALL 

TERM. 

WINTER  TERM. 

SPRING  TERM. 

YEAR. 

Opens. 

Closes. 

Opens. 

Closes. 

Opens. 

Closes. 

High  School, 
Grades. 

40  weeks 
36  weeks 

1917 
Sept.  3 
Sept-  10 

1917 

Dec.  21 
Dec.  21 

1917 
Dec.  31 
Jan.  7 

1918 

March  21 
March  15 

1918 
April  1 
April  1 

1918 
June  21 
June  14 

Holidays : — 

Labor  Day,  Columbus  Day,  Thanksgiving  Day  and  Friday 
following,  January  1,  February  22,  April  19,  and  May  30. 


STATISTICAL  TABLE,  SEPTEMBER,  1915,  TO  JUNE,  1916. 
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Average  membership . 

Average  attendance . 

Per  cent,  of  attendance . 

Aggregate  attendance . 

Days  of  actual  schooling . 

Number  of  pupils  under  5  years  of  age . 

Between  5  and  7  years  of  age  .... 

Between  7  and  14  years  of  age . 

Between  14  and  16  years  of  age . 

Over  16  years  of  age . 

Total  days  of  attendance  . 

Total  days  of  absence . 

Instances  of  tardiness . 

Of  dismissal . 

Number  of  truants . 

Cases  of  corporal  punishment . 

Visits  by  superintendent . 

Visits  by  school  physician . 

By  others . 
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ROLL  OF  HONOR,  J9J549J6. 


THIRTY-TWO  TERMS. 
High  School — Gladys  Blood. 

TWELVE  TERMS. 

High  School — Lloyd  Whiting,  Charles  Gillis. 

TEN  TERMS. 

High  School — Marjorie  Bullard. 

SIX  TERMS. 
Alheeville — Gladys  Powell. 

FIVE  TERMS. 

High  School — Martha  Lowell. 

FALL  AND  WINTER  TERMS. 
Gram?nar — Elmer  Sears,  Ella  Springer. 

FALL  AND  SPRING  TERMS. 
High  School — Minnie  Daffon. 

FALL  TERM. 

Intermediate — George  Johnson. 

East  Mendon — Mary  Gill. 

Albeeville — William  Brown. 

SPRING  TERM. 

High  School — Ralph  R.  Cook. 

East  Mendon — Elmer  York,  Clifton  York. 
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Graduation  Exercises  of  the 

MENDON  HIGH  SCHOOL, 

AT  THE 

Unitarian  Church,  Friday  Evening,  June  23,  1916 


Processional  March 

JOHN  E.  DALTON. 

Prayer 

REV.  R.  W.  SIMPSON. 

Song — The  Red  Scarf  Veazie 

SCHOOL 

Essay — The  Red  Cross. 

MINNIE  VIRGINIA  DAFFON 

Essay — The  Making  of  Motion  Pictures 

HILDA  MARGARET  THAYER. 

Song — Whispering  Breezes  o’er  the  Mountain 

( Schubert’s  Serenade,) 
GIRLS’  GLEE  CLUB. 

Essay — Booker  T.  Washington. 


GLADYS  BURNS  BLOOD. 
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Song — The  Evening  Wind 

(Arr.  from  Samson  and  Delilah) 
SCHOOL 


Saint-Saens 


Class  History  and  Prophecy 

DONALD  WINFRED  GOODNOW. 

Song — Life  of  Youth  Geihe> 

SCHOOL 

Presentation  of  Diplomas 

SUPT.  F.  G.  ATWELL. 

Recessional  March 

JOHN  E.  DALTON. 


CLASS  OF  1916. 


ENGLISH  COURSE 
Donald  Winfred  Goodnow 

Minnie  Virginia  Daffon 

Hilda  Margaret  Thayer 

LATIN  COURSE 
Gladys  Bums  Blood 


Class  President — Donald  Winfred  Goodnow. 

Class  Secretary — Hilda  Margaret  Thayer. 
Class  Colors — Lavender  and  White. 

Class  Flower — Lavender  Sweet  Pea. 

Class  Motto — Tachons  Reussir.  (Try  to  Succeed) 
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TOWN  WARRANT 


Worcester,  ss. 

To  the  Constable  of  the  Town  of  Mendon  in  the  County  of 

Worcester , 

Greeting : 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you  are 
directed  to  notify  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Mendon, 
qualified  to  vote  in  Elections  and  in  Town  Affairs,  to  meet  at  the 
Town  Hall,  in  said  Mendon,  on  Monday,  the  fifth  day  of  March, 
punctually,  at  9  o’clock,  A.  M.,  to  act  on  the  following  articles, 
viz : — 

Article  1.  To  choose  a  moderator  to  preside  in  said  meeting. 

Article  2.  To  bring  in  their  ballots  for  the  following  offi¬ 
cers,  viz:  A  Town  Clerk  for  one  year;  three  Selectmen  for  one 
year;  three  Overseers  of  the  Poor  for  one  year;  a  Town 
Treasurer  for  one  year ;  one  Assessor  for  three  years;  a  Tree 
Warden  for  one  year;  a  Collector  of  Taxes  for  one 
year ;  an  Auditor  for  one  year ;  a  Constable  for  one  year ; 
three  Fence  Viewers  for  one  year;  one  Trustee  of  the  Taft  Public 
Library  for  two  years;  one  School  Committee  for  three  years; 
one  Trustee  of  the  Taft  Public  Library  for  one  year,  to  fill  va¬ 
cancy  ;  also  to  bring  in  their  votes  Yes  or  No  in  answer  to  the 
question,  Shall  license  be  granted  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquors  in  this  town  ? ;  all  on  one  ballot ;  designating  the  office  in¬ 
tended  for  each  person  voted  for. 

Article  3.  To  hear  the  report  of  the  several  town  officers 
and  committee  and  act  thereon. 

Article  4.  To  choose  all  the  necessary  town  officers  for 
the  ensuing  year. 

Article  5.  To  raise  such  sums  as  are  necessary  to  pay  town 
charges  and  make  appropriations  for  the  same. 
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Article  6.  To  see  what  measures  the  town  will  adopt  to 
secure  the  speedy  collection  of  taxes., 

Article  7.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  its  treasurer 
to  hire  money,  and  to  what  amount,  to  pay  current  expenses  for 
the  financial  year  commencing  January  1,  1917,  in  anticipation 
of  revenue. 

Article  8.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
any  sum  of  money  for  Memorial  Day  services,  and  appoint  a 
committee  to  expend  the  same. 

Article  9.  Toi  see  what  action  the  town  will  take  relative 
to  actions  that  may  be  brought  by,  or  against  the  town. 

Article  10.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
any  sum  of  money  for  the  extermination  of  insect  pests  in  public 
ways  and  places,  said  appropriation  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  tree  warden. 

Article  11.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro¬ 
priate  any  sum  of  money  to  be  expended  on  highways  provided  the 
Massachusetts  Highway  Commission  will  contribute  for  the  same. 

Article  12.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate  any 
sum  of  money  for  care  and  improvement  in  the  old  cemetery,  or 
take  any  action  in  relation  to  the  same. 

Article  13.  To  see  if  the  town  will  elect  a  finance  commit¬ 
tee,  or  take  any  action  in  relation  to  the  same. 

Article  14.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
any  sum  of  money  for  the  suppression  of  liquor  selling,  gambling 
and  vice,  or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  15.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  establish  additional 
street  lights,  raise  and  appropriate  any  money  therefor,  or  take 
any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  16.  To  see  if  the  town  will  take  any  action  in  re¬ 
gards  to  the  celebration  of  the  Two  Hundred  and  Fiftieth  Anni¬ 
versary  of  the  incorporation  of  the  town,  or  act  in  any  way  in  rela¬ 
tion  thereto. 
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Article  17.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  make  any  changes 
in  the  list  of  prices  charged  for  the  use  of  Town  Hall  building, 
or  take  any  action  in  relation  to  the  same. 

Article  18.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  make  any  changes 
in  the  salaries  of  its  officers,  or  act  in  any  way  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  19.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro¬ 
priate  any  sum  of  money  to  be  expended  on  State  Road  at  South 
Milford,  or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  20.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  have  the 
names  of  candidates  for  Park  Commissioners  for  three  years 
placed  on  the  official  ballot  at  all  future  elections. 

The  polls  may  be  closed  at  4  P.  M. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  Warrant,  by  posting  up  an 
attested  copy  thereof  at  the  Post  Office  in  said  Mendon,  and  caus¬ 
ing  a  copy  of  the  same  to  be  published  one  time  in  one  of  the  daily 
papers,  published  in  Milford,  Mass.,  both  said  posting  and  publica¬ 
tion  to  be  at  least  seven  days  before  the  time  of  the  meeting  hereby 
ordered  to  be  held. 

Hereof,  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  Warrant,  with 
your  doings  thereon,  to  the  Selectmen  and  Town  Clerk,  before 
the  time  and  place  of  meeting  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands  at  Mendon,  this  tenth  day  of  February, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventeen. 

SMITH  A.  STEERE, 

EDWARD  T.  POWERS, 

HENRY  M.  BURR, 

Selectmen  of  Mendon. 


A  true  copy,  attest : 


J.  ARTHUR  BROWN, 

Constable  of  Mendon. 
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TREASURER’S  REPORT 


The  undersigned  Treasurer  of  the  Town  of  Mendon  for  the 
financial  year  ending  December  31,  1917  submits  an  account  of 
his  doings. 

The  Treasurer  debits  himself  with  receiving  the  following 
sums  viz : — 

To  cash  received  from  Treasurer  for 

the  year  ending  December  31,  1916  $1,491  14 

To  cash  received  from  Milford  Savings 

Bank  .  7,500  00 

To  cash  received  from  Collector,  1914  53  74 

To  cash  received  from  Collector,  1915  355  90 

To  cash  received  from  Collector,  1916  2,550  50 

To  cash  received  from  Collector,  1917  10,404  94 

To  cash  received  from  M.  &.  U.  St.  Ry. 

tax  .  238  78 

To  cash  received  from  M.,  A.  &  W.  St. 

Ry.  tax  .  42  50 

To  cash  received  from  Worcester  Subur¬ 
ban  St.  Ry.  tax  .  741  74 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

St.  Ry.  tax  .  921  12 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Income  School  Fund  .  1,391  90 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Inspection  of  Animals  .  19  02 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Public  Service  Corporation  tax  .  .  247  29 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Business  Corporation  tax  .  11  02 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Income  tax  .  723  83 
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To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Income  tax  .  68  00 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

National  Bank  tax  .  504  84 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

State  Aid,  1916  .  248  00 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Soldiers’  Exemption  .  40  37 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

State  Road  .  105  22 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

State  Road  .  358  75 

To  cash  reecived  from  State  Treasurer, 

Assistant  in  High  School  .  500  00 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Tuition  School  Children  .  132  00 

To  cash  received  from  Town  of  Ux¬ 
bridge,  Tuition  School  Children  .  .  28  50 

To  cash  received  from  City  of  Boston, 

Tuition  School  Children  .  5250 

To  cash  received  from  F.  J.  Dutcher, 

Account  Supervision  of  Schools  ...  375  00 

To  cash  received  from  County  Treas¬ 
urer,  Dog  tax  .  173  06 

To  cash  received  from  F.  H.  Wood,  Tui¬ 
tion  Industrial  School  .  46  60 

To  cash  received  from  C.  A.  Fletcher, 

for  School  tickets  .  7  20 

To  cash  received  from  M.  &  U.  St.  Ry. 

Co.,  Grove  license  .  50  00 

To  cash  received  from  Daniel  H.  Barnes, 

Bowling  Alley  license  .  1500 

To  cash  received  from  Frances  Murphy 

Skating  Rink  license  .  10  00 

To  cash  received  from  Arthur  E.  Brown, 

Janitor  Town  Hall  .  71  00 
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To  cash  received  from  Annie  Darling, 

for  Rent  of  Alliance  room .  12  00 

To  cash  received  from  Raymond  L. 

Daley,  Pool  table  license  .  2  00 

To  cash  received  from  Charles  H.  Allen, 

for  one  copy  Town  Annals .  3  00 

To  cash  received  from  Clerk  3d  District 

Court,  Milford  .  29  51 

To  cash  received  from  County  Treas¬ 
urer  for  killing  unlicensed  dog  ...  2  00 

To  cash  received  from  W.  A.  Barry, 

one-half  fees  from  hay  scales  ....  1190 

To  cash  received  from  Lena  W.  George, 

Library  fines  and  merchandise  sold  13  11 
To  cash  received  from  Williams  &  Vin¬ 
cent  from  Albert  Southwick .  63  11 

- $29,616  09 


The  Treasurer  credits  himself  with  paying  the  following 


sums,  viz: — 

By  paying  215  Town  orders . $12,895  47 

“  School  department .  2,796  27 

“  2  notes  new  school  building.  .  650  00 

“  2  notes  anticipation  of  rev¬ 
enue,  1916  .  2,500  00 

“  1  note  general  expense .  500  00 

“  2  notes  anticipation  of  rev¬ 
enue,  1917  .  6,000  00 

“  Interest  on  notes  .  380  33 

“  State  Treasurer* ,  state  tax  .  .  1,870  00 

“  County  Treasurer,  County 

tax  .  834  00 

“  Bureau  of  Statistics .  6  00 

“  State  Treasurer,  penalty  for 

failure  to  make  returns.  .  .  4  00 

By  cash  on  hand  to  balance .  1,180  02 


$29,616  09 
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AUSTIN  WOOD  RELIEF  FUND. 


Dr. 

To  cash  received  L.  T.  Gaskill,  treasurer 
1916-1917,  deposited  in  Milford 

Savings  Bank  .  $886  96 

To  cash  received  deposited  in  Worcester 

County  Institution  for  Savings.  ...  759  31 

To  cash  received  from  Selectmen  account 
unexpended  from  order  No.  60,  de¬ 
posited  in  Milford  Savings  Bank.  .  6  83 

To  cash  received  interest  Milford  Sav¬ 
ings  Bank  . . .  35  94 

To  cash  received  interest  Worcester 

County  Institution  for  Savings....  30  66 

- $1,719  70 


Cr. 

By  cash  paid  two  Town  orders .  $50  00 

By  cash  deposited  in  Milford  Savings 

Bank  . .  879  73 

By  cash  deposited  in  Worcester  County 

Institution  for  Savings  .  789  97 

- $1,7!9  70 


Respectfully  submitted, 

LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 


Mendon,  January  1st,  1918. 


T  reasurer. 
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SCHOOL  DISTRICT  NO.  1  FUND. 

Dr. 

To  cash  deposited  in  Milford  Savings 

Bank  .  $559  20 

To  cash  received  interest  in  Milford 

Savings  Bank  .  22  58 

-  $581  78 


Cr. 

By  cash  deposited  in  Milofrd  Savings 

Bank  .  $581  78 

-  $581  78 


The  notes  against  the  Town  Januray  1st,  1918  are: — 

6  New  school  building  notes,  $500  each  $3,000  00 

6  New  school  building  notes,  $150  each  900  00 

1  Note  anticipation  of  revenue .  1,500  00 

- $5,400  00 


Respectfully  submitted, 

LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 


Mendon,  January  1st,  1918. 


Treasurer. 
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SELECTMEN’S  REPORT. 


The  Selectmen  submit  the  following  report  of  expenditures 
for  the  municipal  year  ending  January  1,  1918. 

TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Frank  M.  Aldrich,  forest  warden .  $10  00 

George  M.  Taft,  auditor  .  6  00 

Charles  H.  Allen,  assessor .  90  00 

Charles  A.  Fletcher,  assessor .  75  00 

Samuel  W.  Wood,  assessor  .  75  00 

Arthur  E.  Brown,  constable,  Sept.  1, 

1916  to  March  1,  1917 .  12  50 

Frank  M.  Aldrich,  fire  warden .  10  00 

Leonard  T.  Gaskill,  tax  collector,  year 

1915  100  00 

Leonard  T.  Gaskill,  treasurer,  year 

1917  100  00 

Moses  U.  Gaskill,  selectman  .  50  00 

Edward  T.  Powers,  selectman .  35  00 

Luther  W.  Holbrook,  selectman .  30  00 

Moses  U.  Gaskill,  overseer  of  poor  ...  45  00 

Edward  T.  Powers,  overseer  of  poor  .  .  6  00 

Luther  W.  Holbrook,  overseer  of  poor  . .  6  00 

Arthur  E.  Brown,  constable .  25  00 

Charles  H.  Allen,  town  clerk  and  reg¬ 
istrar  .  75  00 

Charles  H.  Allen,  recording  and  index¬ 
ing  14  births  .  7  00 

Charles  H.  Allen,  recording  and  index¬ 
ing  7  marriages  .  1  40 
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Charles  H.  Allen,  administering  oaths 

to  31  officers  .  7  75 

Charles  H.  Allen,  sealer  of  weights  and 

measures  less  fees  .  6  69 

Charles  H.  Allen,  recording  and  index¬ 
ing  15  deaths  .  3  00 

Arthur  E.  Brown,  dog  officer .  10  00 

-  $786  34 

BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 

F.  K.  Brown,  inspection  of  slaughtering  $27  50 

E.  T.  Powers,  inspection  of  slaughter¬ 
ing  .  3  00 

M.  U.  Gaskill,  inspection  of  slaughter¬ 
ing  .  2  00 

John  C.  Wood,  inspection  of  slaughter¬ 
ing  .  30  00 

Dr.  F.  H.  Lally,  fumigating  three  houses  12  00 

-  $74  50 

MOTH  SCOUT. 

Frank  M.  Aldrich  .  $252  07 

George  M.  Aldrich  .  40  00 

Carl  Wilbur  .  28  00 

George  M.  Taft,  use  of  team  .  3  00 

Staples  &  Gould,  supplies  .  1  00 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  supplies .  210 

-  $326  17 

TREE  WARDEN. 

Joseph  W.  Crockett,  labor  on  trees  ....  $12  00 

Frank  M.  Aldrich,  salary,  labor  and  team  47  50 

G.  M.  Billings,  printing  notices .  2  25 

-  $61  75 
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INCIDENTALS. 

Worcester  County  Abstract  Co.,  assessors’ 

supplies  .  $12  39 

Johnson  &  Ritz,  moving  furniture  from 

bridge  .  26  00 

J.  M.  Demers,  labor  at  bridge .  5  00 

E.  T.  Powers,  cash  paid,  labor  and 

supplies  .  10  25 

Yale  &  Towne  Mfg.  Co.,  supplies .  1  18 

Williams  &  Vincent,  legal  services  ....  121  83 

Hobbs  &  Warren,  cash  book  for  treasurer  3  33 

Mathew  Bender  Co.,  law  book  .  .*>>*. .  .  10  50 

Carter  Ink  Co.,  state  record  ink .  42 

Arthur  E.  Brown,  killing  two  unlicensed 

dogs  .  4  00 

Sanford  Putnam  Co.,  order  book .  13  00 

E.  T.  Powers,  labor  at  watering  tub.  ...  6  50 

Arthur  E.  Brown,  services  in  criminal 

case  .  5  00 

George  K.  Taft,  caring  for  Town  lawns  10  75 

Moses  U.  Gaskill,  postage  and  telephone 

calls  .  1  10 

Herbert  J.  George,  administering  oaths  5  75 

W.  A.  Barry,  weigh  book .  1  42 

M.  U.  Gaskill,  inspector  of  animals  ...  38  03 

Smith  A.  Steere,  petition  to  County  Com¬ 
missioners  relative  to  improvement 

of  Providence  road  .  3  00 

Louis  H.  Barney,  coal  for  record  room  37  25 

W.  D.  Howard  .  8  00 

W.  and  L.  E.  Gurley,  sealer  of  weights 

and  measures  .  4  52 

H.  M.  Burr,  stamped  envelopes .  1  76 

New  England  Tel.  &  Tel.  Co.  for  To“wn 

phone  toll  charges .  88 

Worcester  Suburban  Elec.  Co.,  Town 
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hall,  record  room  and  library,  elec¬ 
tric  lights  .  27  96 

Arthur  E.  Brown,  services  in  criminal 

case  .  29  72 

L.  T.  Gaskill,  making  returns  to  bureau 

of  statistics  .  7  00 

L.  T.  Gaskill,  postage  stamps  . .  11  00 

L.  T.  Gaskill,  use  of  well .  5  00 

L.  T.  Gaskill,  cash  paid  for  car  fares  10  32 

Charles  H.  Allen,  sealing  Town  scales  1  00 

Charles  H.  Allen,  care  of  lawn  and 

record  rooms  .  8  00 

Charles  H.  Allen,  car  fare  and  express.  .  3  15 

Charles  H.  Allen,  postage  and  telephone  4  85 

Charles  H.  Allen,  expenses  to  Town 

Clerks’  meeting  at  Whitinsville .  ...  1  50 


$441  36 


BALLOT  CLERKS  AND  TELLERS. 


John  J.  Driscoll .  $7  50 

Edward  F.  Driscoll  .  4  50 

Herbert  J.  George .  9  00 

Arthur  V.  Pond  .  9  50 

Raymond  J.  Daley  .  6  50 


$37  00 


POLICE. 

John  J.  Noyes,  police  duty  July  3  and  4  $4  00 

Arthur  E.  Brown, police  duty  July  3  and 4  4  00 

Joseph  Alves,  police  duty  July  3  and  4  4  00 

-  $12  00 

RETURNING  DEATHS. 


W.  W.  Watson,  returning  5  deaths  ....  $125 

G.  W.  Wood,  returning  5  deaths .  1  25 

-  $2  50 
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TOWN  HALL  BUILDING. 


Smith  A.  Steere,  repairs .  $84  64 

E.  H.  Taft,  wood .  24  30 

Staples  &  Gould,  supplies  .  5  60 

Otis  Whitney  &  Son,  flag-pole .  1095 

Arthur  E.  Brown,  Janitor .  80  00 

Moore  &  Shattuck,  supplies .  1  06 

Arthur  E.  Brown,  erecting  booth .  4  00 

F.  C.  Townsend,  repairs .  35  60 

Charles  H.  Allen,  repairs .  616 

L.  T.  Gaskill,  cash  paid  mending  flag.  .  1  00 

-  $253  31 


PRINTING  AND  SUPPLIES. 

Milford  Journal  Co .  $103  07 

Milford  Daily  News  .  47  75 

G.  M.  Billings  .  19  75 

A.  W.  Brownell  .  7  20 


-  $177  77 

SUPPORT  OF  POOR. 

Order  to  Overseers  of  Poor .  $1,510  47 

SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS. 

Order  to  School  Committee .  $4,025  00 

TAFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Order  to  Trustees  of  Taft  Pub.  Library  $283  04 


STATE  AID  TO  PENSIONERS. 

State  aid  to  pensioners,  Chap.  587,  Acts 

of  1914,  12  months .  $216  00 
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AUSTIN  WOOD  RELIEF  FUND. 

Austin  Wood  Relief  Fund .  $50  00 


REPAIRS  TO  ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 

Orders  to  Highway  Department  .  $4,393  36 


MONEY  FROM  STREET  RAILWAY  COMPANIES  TO  BE 
EXPENDED  ON  HIGHWAYS. 


Milford  &  Uxbridge  St.  Ry.  Co .  $238  78 

M.  A.  &  W.  St.  Ry.  Co .  42  50 

Worcester  Suburban  .  741  74 

State  Treasurer,  St.  Ry.  tax .  921  12 

-  $1,944  14 


STREET  LIGHING. 

Worcester  Suburban  Electric  Co .  $309  96 


OLD  CEMETERY. 

Alonzo  E.  Brown,  labor .  $47  00 

MEMORIAL  DAY. 

Memorial  Day  Committee  .  $60  00 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT,  INCLUDING  FOREST  FIRES. 


Arthur  E.  Brown,  storing  fire  apparatus  $9  00 

Samuel  W.  Wood,  repairs  on  fire  station  5  25 

F.  M.  Aldrich,  bottles,  telephone 

charges,  etc .  492 
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F.  M.  Aldrich,  L.  Wise  and  P.  O. 

Gaskill,  fires  .  10  00 

F.  M.  Aldrich,  charging  and  transport¬ 
ing  extinguishers  .  350 

Jackson  fire,  pay  roll  .  5  40 

Samuel  W.  Wood,  labor  and  supplies, 

fire  station  .  3  05 

Town  of  Hopedale,  Frank  Taft  fire.  ...  10  00 

W.  C.  Tewksbury  &  Co.,  labor  and  sup¬ 
plies,  fire  station  .  8  45 

Worcester  Suburban  Electric  Co.,  heat 

for  fire  station  .  2  80 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  supplies .  2  00 

W.  and  B.  Douglas,  pump  .  12  00 

W.  A.  Barry,  supplies  for  fire  station  2  00 

- -  $78  37 


The  Selectmen  report  the  liabilities  and  assets  of  the  town 
as  follows: 


Liabilities. 


6  New  school  building  notes,  $500  each  $3,000  00 


6  New  school  building  notes,  $150  each  900  00 
1  Note  anticipation  of  revenue  .  1,500  00 


Assets. 

Due  from  Collector,  1915  .  $18  20 

Due  from  Collector,  1916  .  337  76 

Due  from  Collector,  1917  .  2,855  18 

Due  from  State  account,  State  Aid  for 

1917  .  216  00 

Due  from  State  account,  Tuition  Indus¬ 
trial  School  .  46  61 

Due  from  State  account,  Mother’s  Aid  30  00 

Due  from  State  account,  State  road  ...  361  08 

Due  from  County  account,  State  road  .  .  361  08 

Cash  on  hand .  1,180  02 


$5,400  00 


$5,405  93 
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APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  1917. 


Support  of  Schools .  $4,000  00 

School  Physician  .  25  00 

Support  of  Poor .  1,500  00 

Repairs  of  Roads  and  Bridges,  including  St.  Ry.  taxes  2,944  14 

Taft  Public  Library  .  300  00 

Interest .  400  00 

Town  Debt  . 1,150  00 

Incidentals  .  800  00 

Salaries  of  Town  Officers  .  800  00 

Board  of  Health  .  200  00 

Fire  Department,  including  forest  fire  fighting  ....  200  00 

Soldiers’  Relief  .  50  00 

Tree  Warden .  50  00 

Moth  Scout  .  300  00 

Street  Lights  .  310  00 

Repairs  of  Highways  in  connection  with  Highway 

Commission  .  500  00 

Memorial  Day  .  60  00 

Care  of  Old  Cemetery .  50  00 

Suppression  of  Liquor  Selling  and  Vice .  50  00 

Repairs  on  State  Highway  at  South  Milford .  500  00 


RECAPITULATION. 


Town  officers  . 

$786 

34 

Board  of  Health  . 

74 

50 

Moth  scout  . 

326 

17 

Tree  Warden  . 

61 

75 

Street  lighting  . 

309 

96 

Old  Cemetery . 

47 

00 

Memorial  Day  . 

60 

00 

Fire  Department,  including  forest  fires 

78 

37 

Incidentals  . 

923 

94 

Support  of  Poor  . 

1,510 

47 

Support  of  Schools  and  School  physician 

4,025 

00 
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Taft  Public  Library  .  283  04 

State  Aid  .  216  00 

State  Roads  .  2,031  28 

Roads  and  bridges .  2,362  08 

-  $13,095  90 


Respectfully  submitted, 

MOSES  U.  GASKILL, 

EDWARD  T.  POWERS, 
LUTHER  W.  HOLBROOK, 

Selectmen  of  Mendon. 

January  24,  1918. 
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COLLECTOR’S  REPORT. 


1914. 

Dr. 

To  balance  uncollected  January  1st,  1917  $46  00 

Interest  received  .  7  74 

-  $53  74 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  Treasurer .  $53  74 

-  $53  74 


LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 

Collector  of  Taxes,  1914. 

Mendon,  January  1,  1918. 


1915. 


Dr. 

To  balance  uncolleted  January  1,  1917  $341  77 

Interest  received  . .  34  33 


Cr. 


By  cash  paid  Treasurer  .  $355  90 

Abatements  .  2  00 

Amount  uncollected  .  18  20 


$376  10 


$376  10 


LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 

Collector  of  Taxes,  1915. 


Mendon,  January  1,  1918. 
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1*9 1 6. 


Dr. 


To  balance  uncollected  January  1,  1917  $2,822  09 

Interest  received  .  84  42 

-  $2,906  51 


Cr. 


By  cash  paid  Treasurer 

Abatements  . 

Amount  uncollected 


$2,550  30 
18  45 
337  76 

-  $2,906  51 


LEONARD  T.  GAS  KILL, 


Mendon,  January  1,  1918. 


Collector  of  Taxes,  1916. 


1917. 


Dr. 

To  taxes  committed  for  collection  ....  $13,218  66 

Additional  Assessments  .  1,040  87 

Interest  received .  23  61 

-  $14,283  14 


Cr. 


By  cash  paid  T reasurer 
Amount  uncollected  . 


$11,427  96 
2,855  18 

-  $14,283  14 


Respectfully  submitted, 

LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 

Collector  of  Taxes,  1917. 


Mendon,  January  1,  1918. 
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REPORT  OF  HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT. 


RESOURCES. 

Appropriation  .  $1,000  00 

Excise  tax,  street  railways  .  1,023  02 

State  Treasurer,  street  railway  tax  ....  921  12 

-  $2,944  14 

EXPENDITURES. 

Clearing  Roads  and  Paths  of  Snow,  (Labor.) 

C.  A.  Fletcher  .  $11  25 

Geo.  B.  Cromb  .  14  37 

Nils  Carlstrom  .  5  00 

Leon  A.  Paddock .  1  25 

J.  Wheelock  Towne .  1  25 

Harold  Wheeler  .  2  50 

John  Towne  .  5  00 

Manuel  Rogers  .  688 

Ralph  Harding  .  1  88 

L.  W.  Holbrook  .  75 

Bert  Harding  .  438 

Harold  Steere  .  2  50 

Harold  Cannon  .  2  50 

-  $59  51 

Teams. 

C.  A.  Fletcher .  $49  00 

Frank  Harding  .  21  75 

Ralph  Phillips  .  21  75 

P.  T.  Kinsley  .  4  50 


$97  00 
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W.  C.  Robinson  &  Sons,  team  and  labor  $61  70 

W.  G.  Larking,  team  and  labor .  8  00 

E.  H.  Taft,  team  and  labor .  8  46 

Wm.  Irons,  team  and  labor .  910 

-  $87  26 


Labor  on  Highways. 


John  Towne . 

Edw.  Tancrelle  ... 
Joseph  Stenson  .... 

A.  E.  Brown  . 

Edw.  Cook  . 

Nils  Carlstrom  .... 
Joseph  Taylor  .... 
Oscar  Courtemanche 

I.  O.  Rhodes . 

Felix  Brothers  .... 
Harold  Steere  .... 
L.  W.  Holbrook  .. 
Walter  Moore  .... 

Frank  Brown  . 

Nathan  Towne  .... 
John  C.  Wood  .... 
Earle  Gaskill  . 


OO 

m- 

92 

136 

67 

60 

15 

91 

67 

14 

65 

47 

50 

79 

67 

35 

00 

5 

00 

2 

50 

16 

25 

327 

00 

47 

50 

29 

17 

13 

75 

50 

2 

50 

$997  40 


Teams. 


P.  T.  Kinsley .  $311  00 

Wm.  Irons  .  276  00 

Joseph  Taylor  .  228  75 

-  $815  75 
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Gravel. 

Felix  Brothers  .  $3  00 

Pierre  Girrouard  .  3  40 

Joseph  Lamothe  .  3  00 

Merril  Wheelock  .  2  40 

Austin  A.  Taft,  Est.  of  .  1  70 

Geo.  E.  Phillips  .  6  20 

C.  A.  Fletcher .  56  40 

D.  H.  Barnes  .  70 

M.  U.  Gaskill  . 2  90 

Alpha  Tancrelle  .  80 

W.  W.  Barr .  16  20 

H.  A.  Thayer .  1  90 

Lizzie  Fletcher  .  2  40 

Wm.  Irons  .  5  30 

M.  &  U.  St.  Ry.  Co .  2  70 

-  $109  00 

M.  &  U.  St.  Ry.  Co.,  flat  car,  carting 

gravel  .  $67  50 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  836  ft.  in.  plank .  $25  08 

M.  U.  Gaskill,  3  ch.  posts .  60 

C.  H.  Ballou  &  Son,  plank  and  stringers  17  76 

John  F.  Powers,  labor  and  team  work.  .  39  00 

N.  E.  Road  Mach.  Co.,  steel  blade  ....  957 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  supplies .  625 

W.  A.  Barry,  labor  and  supplies .  13  95 

H.  W.  Gaskill,  repairing  culvert .  3  00 

Harry  Taft,  labor  and  supplies .  9  00 

L.  W.  Holbrook,  telephone  tolls  and 

supplies  .  4  45 

-  $128  66 


Unexpended 


$2,362  08 
$582  06 
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STATE  ROAD,  NORTH  AVENUE. 

Balance  from  1916  . 

Expenses  (Labor.) 


Joseph  Stenson  .  $12  50 

Nils  Carlstrom  . .  11  25 

Joseph  Taylor  .  14  38 

L.  W.  Holbrook  .  19  50 

E.  T.  Pow  ers .  2  00 


Teams. 


P.  T.  Kinsley .  $33  00 

Wm.  Irons  .  21  00 


Walter  A.  Gaskill,  gravel .  $1  60 

Town  of  Milford,  steam  roller  .  80  00 

Town  of  Milford,  watering  cart .  6  00 

M.  &  U.  St.  Ry.  Co.,  repairs  for  Jack  3  80 

H.  M.  Curtiss  Coal  Co.,  coal .  8  50 

Thomas  Carmondy,  use  of  pump .  10  00 

D.  H.  Barnes,  carting  pump  .  4  00 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  freight  and  carting  stone 

bounds . . .  3  00 


Unexpended 


STATE  ROAD,  NORTH  AVENUE. 
RESOURCES. 


Apropriation  .  $500  00 

State  Highway  Commission  .  50000 

County  Commissioners  .  500  00 


$465  24 


$59  63 


$54  00 


$116  90 


$230  53 
$  234  71 


$1,500  00 
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EXPENDITURES  (Labor.) 


John  Tovvne  .  $60  00 

A.  E.  Brown  .  60  00 

Edw.  Tancrelle  .  5000 

Harold  Steere  .  60  00 

Frank  Brown  .  58  75 

Everett  Ballou  .  22  50 

L.  W.  Holbrook .  72  00 

-  $38 3  25 

Teams. 

P.  T.  Kinsley  .  $144  00 

Wm.  Irons  .  120  00 

M.  U.  Gaskill  .  114  00 

Joseph  Taylor  .  102  00 

Frank  Harding  .  72  00 

Earle  Gaskill  .  84  00 

-  $636  00 

M.  U.  Gaskill,  gravel  .  $59  50 

Staples  &  Gould,  drain  pipe .  4  50 

-  $64  00 


$1,083  25 

Unexpended  . .  $416  75 


STATE  ROAD,  EAST  MENDON. 
RESOURCES. 

Appropriation  .  $500  00 

State  Highway  Commission  .  358  75 

-  $858  75 


EXPENDITURES  (Labor.) 


Oscar  Courtemanche  .  $42  50 

Henry  Moore .  25  00 

Thomas  McTurk  .  5  00 

L.  W.  Holbrook .  51  00 


$123  50 
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Teams. 

Wm.  Irons  .  $132  00 

Chas.  E.  Pinkham  .  24  00 

-  $156  00 

Gravel. 

Abbie  E.  O’Connor .  $14  20 

Swan  P.  Pierson .  2  25 

-  $16  45 

Standard  Oil  Co.,  12  barrels  road  oil. . .  $52  65 

N.  Y.,  N.  H.  &  H.  R.  R.,  freight  on  oil  5  34 

I).  E.  Ward,  carting  oil  to  pit .  4  00 

H.  M.  Curtiss  Coal  Co.,  coal  and  kind¬ 
lings  .  14  69 

Town  of  Hopedale,  steam  roller .  90  00 

Town  of  Bellingham,  oiling  street  be¬ 
tween  Bellingham  and  Hopedale.  .  36  64 

M.  &  U.  St.  Ry.  Co.,  labor  and  car 

sprinkler  .  17  80 

-  $221  12 

$517  07 


Unpaid  Bills. 

Mass.  Highway  Commission,  3000  gal. 

oil  .  $187  50 

Mass.  Highway  Commission,  Demurrage 

on  car  .  12  93 

-  $200  43 


$717  50 

Unxepended .  $141  25 


LUTHER  W.  HOLBROOK, 


Superintendent  of  Streets. 


24 


TREE  WARDEN’S  REPORT. 


Appropriation  .  $50  00 

F.  M.  Aldrich,  repair  pump .  $6  50 

Jos.  Crockett,  trees .  12  00 

F.  M.  Aldrich,  pruning .  31  00 

-  $49  50 

Unexpended  balance  .  50 

F.  M.  ALDRICH, 


Tree  Warden, 
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REPORT  OF  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 


The  Overseers  of  the  Poor  submit  the  following  report  for 
the  municipal  year  ending  Jan.  1,  1918. 

RESOURCES. 

Appropriation  .  $1,500  00 

EXPENDITURES. 

For  support  of  six  persons  having  set¬ 
tlement  in  Mendon  .  $1,365  33 

City  of  Boston,  care  of  one  person  hav¬ 
ing  settlement  in  Mendon  .  17  14 

Doctor’s  bills,  funeral  and  burial  of  one 

person  having  settlement  in  Mendon  38  00 
Milford  Hospital,  care  of  one  person 
person  having  no  settlement  in 

Mendon  .  42  00 

Town  of  Milford,  care  of  one  person 

having  no  settlement  in  Mendon.  .  15  00 

Transportation  of  one  person  having  no 

settlement  in  Mendon  .  3  00 

Mother’s  Aid  account  .  30  00 

-  $1,510  47 

Amount  overdrawn .  $10  47 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MOSES  U.  GASKTLL, 

EDWARD  T.  POWERS, 

LUTHER  W.  HOLBROOK, 

Overseers  of  Poor. 


Mendon,  Jan.  23,  1918. 
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REPORT  OF  TOWN  CLERK. 


DOGS  LICENSED  IN  1917. 


87  male  dogs . 

8  female  dogs . 

Clerk’s  fees . 

Paid  County  Treasurer 


$174  00 
40  00 

-  $214  00 

19  00 

.  $195  00 


BIRTHS  REGISTERED  IN  1917. 


Date  of 

Birth  Name  of  Child. 

1917. 

Jan.  4.  Albina  Getti, 

Jan.  16.  Merton  Forbes  Barrows, 
Feb.  7.  Alfred  Francis  Caton 

Anthony, 

Feb.  14.  Daniel  Hiscock  Taft, 
Feb.  21.  Edwin  Lorenzo  Miller, 
Mar.  18.  Louise  Adaline  Daven¬ 
port, 

Mar.  30.  Harold  Irving  Miller, 
Apr.  11.  Evelyn  May  Rendo, 

June  29.  Earl  Dalton, 

Sept.  3.  Edward  Thomas  Powers, 
Sept.  8.  Erie  Warner  Gaskill, 
Sept.  11.  Ethel  Freelove  Ballou, 
Sept.  12.  Franklin  Wood  White, 
Oct.  1.  John  Dorman  Cochrane, 
Nov.  17.  Ethel  M.  Cook, 

Dec.  18.  Doris  Adelaide  Leonard, 


Parents  with  Maiden 
Name  of  Mother. 

Antonio  Getti  and  Marie  Tognetti. 
Roy  A.  and  Florence  Forbes. 
Alves  Joseph  C.  and  Flora  R. Cote. 

Clarence  A.  and  Mary  E.  Benner. 
Ernest  F.  and  Elizabeth  Mc¬ 
Cracken. 

Ora  P.  and  Florence  Northrop. 
Archibald  and  Rose  Wheeler. 
Joseph  and  Bessie  M.  Hogarth. 
John  E.  and  Bertha  Howe. 
Edward  T.  and  Cecelia  G.  Conway. 
Erie  F.  and  Myrtle  M.  Warner. 
Everett  and  Minnie  Green. 

Edgar  L.  and  Lillian  Freeman. 
John  D.  and  Lizzie  Dawson. 
Lester  E.  and  Ida  Nutter. 

John  S.  and  Althea  A.  Knights. 
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MARRIAGES  REGISTERED  IN  1917. 


Date  of 

Marriage.  Name  of  Groom  and  Bride. 
1917. 


Mar.  29.  Arthur  Everett  Ellison, 
Carrie  Amber  Cromb, 
June  4.  Bernard  M.  Hartshorn, 
Mary  Etta  Smith, 

July  23.  Aldor  Oliver  Lemieux, 
Florida  Julia  Grandpre. 
Aug.  20.  Earl  G.  Crockett, 
Lucilla  G.  Rogers, 

Aug.  27.  Clifford  Nelson  Pierce, 
Ellen  Elizabeth  Miller, 
Dec.  29.  Herbert  Allen  Alger, 
Gertrude  May  Hobbs, 


Residence. 


Uxbridge,  Mass. 
Mendon,  Mass. 
Uxbridge,  Mass. 
Mendon,  Mass. 
Mendon,  Mass. 
Bellingham,  Mass. 
Milford,  Mass. 
Mendon,  Mass. 
Mendon,  Mass. 
Providence,  R.  I. 
Mendon,  Mass. 
Mendon,  Mass. 


DEATHS  REGISTERED  IN  1917. 


Date  of 

Age. 

Death 

i. 

Name. 

Y. 

M. 

D. 

1917. 

Jan. 

16. 

Jason  Smith, 

83 

10 

29 

Jan. 

30. 

Julius  Allen  George, 

75 

7 

Feb. 

3. 

Nancy  Caroline  George, 

53 

3 

16 

Feb. 

11. 

Luther  Ellis  Taft, 

88 

11 

16 

Feb. 

19. 

Austin  Augustus  Taft, 

88 

9 

10 

May 

2. 

Charles  Wesley  Arrand, 

73 

9 

June 

30. 

Clothilde  V.  Lemieux, 

53 

13 

July 

3. 

Charles  Adin  Brown, 

33 

11 

11 

July 

9. 

Otis  Jackson  Cole, 

68 

2 

7 

Sept. 

23. 

Willis  E.  Lynn, 

63 

5 

17 

Oct. 

1. 

John  Dorman  Cochrane,  Jr., 

4hrs. 

Oct. 

6. 

Maria  F.  Howard, 

94 

10 

10 

Oct. 

14. 

Charles  E.  Knights, 

60 

4 

14 

Nov. 

7. 

Thomas  S.  Litchfield, 

71 

8 

18 

Nov. 

21. 

Leon  A.  Paddock, 

43 

8 

24 
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If  errors  or  omissions  are  discovered  in  the  list  of  births,  mar¬ 
riages  and  deaths,  report  them  to  the  town  clerk,  that  the  record 
may  be  corrected.  Section  6  of  Chapter  29  of  the  Revised  Laws 
requires  that  “Parents  within  forty  days  after  the  birth  of  a  child, 
and  every  householder,  within  forty  days  after  a  birth  in  his  house, 
shall  cause  notice  thereof  to  be  given  to  the  clerk  of  the  city  or 
town  in  which  such  child  is  born.  Every  householder  in  whose 
house  a  death  occurs,  shall,  within  five  days  thereafter  cause  notice 
thereof  to  be  given  to  the  board  of  health,  or,  if  the  selectmen 
constitute  such  board,  to  the  town  clerk.”  Section  29  of  Chapter 
151  of  the  Revised  Laws  reads  as  follows:  “If  a  marriage  is 
solemnized  in  another  state  betiween  parties  living  in  this  common¬ 
wealth,  who  return  to  dwell  here,  they  shall,  within  seven  days 
after  their  return,  file  with  the  clerk  or  registrar  of  the  city  or 
town  in  which  either  of  them  lived  at  the  time  of  their  marriage  a 
certificate  or  declaration  of  their  marriage,  including  the  facts 
relative  to  marriages  which  are  required  by  law,  and  for  neglect 
thereof  shall  forfeit  ten  dollars.” 

Blanks  for  the  return  of  all  vital  records  can  be  obtained 
from  the  town  clerk. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  H.  ALLEN, 


Mendon,  January  1,  1918. 


Town  Clerk. 
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THE  THIRTY-SEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 
OF  THE 

TRUSTEES  OF  TAFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


There  are  not  so  many  material  improvements  to  report  at 
the  library  as  last  year.  The  lighting  and  heating  systems  have 
been  put  into  good  condition,  and  seem  likely  to  remain  satisfac¬ 
tory  for  some  time.  Perhaps  a  couple  of  hot  air  flues  leading  to 
the  northerly  comers  of  the  room  should  be  added  before  the 
system  can  be  considered  complete. 

The  circulation  for  the  year  shows  a  slight  decrease  in  com¬ 
parison  with  the  previous  year.  This  may  be  due  to  the  fact  that 
since  the  entrance  of  our  own  country  into  the  world  war,  people 
read  the  daily  papers  more  and  consequently  patronize  the  library 
less.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  next  year  will  show  an  increase. 

Practically  one-third  of  the  books  circulated  during  the  year 
were  non-fiction.  This  is  a  very  creditable  showing,  as  the  vast 
majority  of  people  read  for  entertainment  rather  than  for  enlight¬ 
enment.  A  certain  exceedingly  well  read  man  once  told  me  that 
he  happened  to  read  Carlyle’s  French  Revolution  when  he  was 
about  twenty  years  of  age.  He  was  so  fascinated  by  the  work 
that  he  resolved  then  and  there  if  truth  was  so  interesting,  never 
to  read  another  book  of  fiction.  Probably  this  is  an  extreme  case, 
but  it  is  certain  that  fiction  is  not  the  only  interesting  reading  in 
a  library. 

The  magazine  department  is  pretty  well  stocked  and  is  well 
patronized,  more  than  one-fourth  of  the  entire  circulation  of 
the  library  being  from  this  department.  This  is  further  proof 
of  the  inclination  of  the  people  of  Mendon  to  choose  good  reading. 

Juvenile  literature  formed  a  good  proportion  of  the  books 
added  during  the  past  year.  It  is  a  wise  policy  to  keep  this  de- 
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partment  well  supplied  with  the  best  of  children’s  books,  as  it 
will  tend  to  fix  the  habit  of  good  reading  early  in  life. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

EDWIN  L.  WILSON, 

MOSES  U.  GASKILL, 

LYMAN  COOK, 

F.  G.  ATWELL, 

Trustees  of  Taft  Public  Library. 
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LIBRARIAN’S  REPORT. 


To  the  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public  Library: — 

The  circulation  for  the  year  was  6272.  The  largest  for  one 
week  was  174,  the  smallest  81,  the  average  120  plus.  The  circula¬ 
tion  by  classes  was  as  follows:  fiction,  4028;  magazines,  1607; 
bound  magazines,  52;  biography,  75;  travel,  54;  history,  90 ; 
literature,  110;  useful  and  fine  arts,  151;  science,  39;  all  others, 
66. 

The  number  of  books  now  in  the  library  is  approximately 
6010.  There  have  been  144  added  the  past  year.  Of  those  93 
were  bought  by  the  town  and  5 1  were  given  as  follows :  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Library  Commission,  37 ;  Secretary  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth,  1 1 ;  Carnegie  Endowment  for  International  Peace,  1  ; 
Doubleday,  Page  &  Co.,  1 ;  National  Security  Laegue,  1 

The  library  subscribes  for  the  Century,  Harper’s  Monthly, 
Scribner’s,  Munsey,  National  Geographic,  Field  and  Stream, 
Illustrated  World,  Scientific  American,  St.  Nicholas,  Woman’s 
Home  Companion  and  Ladies’  Home  Journal. 

The  Library  Commission  gives  us  the  World’s  Work,  Good 
Housekeeping,  Public  Libraries,  Popular  Mechanics  and  Ameri¬ 
can  Boy.  The  Musical  Messenger,  Choir,  and  Our  Dumb  Ani¬ 
mals  are  given  by  the  publishers;  the  Atlantic  by  Paul  Williams, 
and  bundles  of  Current  Magazines  are  frequently  sent  to  the  li¬ 
brary  by  Miss  C.  R.  Seabury.  Many  pamphlets  on  various  subjects, 
most  of  them  connected  with  the  war,  have  been  received. 

Books  have  been  sent  to  Albeeville  as  in  previous  years,  also 
many  books  are  circulated  from  the  Grammar  and  Intermediate 
rooms  at  the  Center.  If  an  account  of  these  was  kept,  it  would 
add  considerably  to  the  circulation  record. 
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$10.05  was  received  for  fines;  $1.16  for  old  paper;  25  c6nts 
for  lamp,  and  $1.65  for  damage  to  books. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


Mendon,  Jan.  1,  1918. 


LENA  W.  GEORGE, 

Librarian. 


BOOKS  ADDED  IN  1917. 


Fiction : — 

Abington  Abbey.  Archibald  Marshall. 
Adventures  of  Jimmie  Dale.  F.  L.  Packard. 
Anne’s  House  of  Dreams.  L.  M.  Montgomery. 
Bamabetta.  H.  R.  Martin. 

Calvary  Alley.  A.  H.  Rice. 

Cap’n  Warren’s  Wards.  J.  C.  Lincoln. 
Carmen’s  Messenger.  Harold  Bindloss. 
Changing  Winds.  S.  G.  Ervine. 

Christine.  Alice  Cholmondeley. 

Colonel  Carter’s  Christmas.  F.  H.  Smith. 
Contrary  Mary.  Temple  Bailey. 

Country  Child.  Grant  Showerman. 

Definite  Object.  Jeffrey  Farnol. 

Diversity  of  Creatures.  Rudyard  Kipling. 

El  Supremo.  E.  L.  White. 

Emma  McChesney  &  Co.  Edna  Ferber. 
Extricating  Obadiah.  J.  C.  Lincoln. 

Glory  of  Clementina.  W.  J.  Locke. 

Good  Old  Anna.  Mrs.  Belloc  Loundes. 

Great  Possessions.  David  Grayson. 
Greenmantle.  J ohn  Buchan. 
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Heart  of  O  Sono  San.  Elizabeth  Cooper. 

Hepsey  Burke.  F.  N.  Westcott. 

Herself,  Himself  and  Myself.  Ruth  Sawyer. 

His  Family.  Ernest  Poole. 

Hundredth  Chance.  E.  M.  Dell. 

In  Happy  Valley.  John  Fox,  Jr. 

Indian  Drum.  Wm.  MacHarg  and  E.  Balmer. 

“K.”  M.  R.  Rinehart. 

Knave  of  Diamonds.  E.  M.  Dell. 

Long  Live  the  King.  M.  R.  Rinehart. 

Maxwell  Mystery.  Carolyn  Wells. 

Mrs.  Red  Pepper.  G.  S.  Richmond. 

Music  Master.  Charles  Klein. 

Once  to  Every  Man.  Larry  Evans. 

Penrod  and  Sam.  Booth  Tarkington. 

Power  and  the  Glory.  G.  M.  Cooke. 

Preacher  of  Cedar  Mountain.  E.  T.  Seton. 

Right  of  the  Strongest.  F.  N.  Greene. 

Salt  of  the  Earth.  Mrs.  Alfred  Sidgwick. 

Secret  of  the  Reef.  Harold  Bindloss. 

Secret  Witness.  George  Gibbs. 

Sube  Cane.  E.  B.  Partridge. 

Then  I’ll  Come  Back  to  You.  Larry  Evans. 

Till  the  Clock  Stops.  J.  J.  Bell. 

Top  Floor  Idyl.  George  Van  Schaick. 

Trevor  Case.  N.  S.  Lincoln. 

Twenty-fourth  of  June.  G.  S.  Richmond. 

Under  Fire.  Henri  Barbusse. 

Understood  Betsy.  Dorthy  Canfield. 

Who  Goes  There.  R.  W.  Chambers. 

Woman  Haters.  J.  C.  Lincoln. 

Juveniles : — 

Adventures  of  Buffalo  Bill.  W.  F.  Cody. 

Bilthe  McBride.  B.  M.  Dix. 

Boone,  Daniel.  C.  H.  T.  Lindsay. 

Boy  Scouts  in  a  Trapper’s  Camp.  T.  W.  Burgess. 
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Boy’s  Book  of  Firemen.  Irving  Crump. 

Boy’s  Life  of  Mark  Twain.  A.  B.  Paine. 

Children’s  Book  of  Thanksgiving  Stories.  A.  D.  Dickinson. 
Danny  Fists.  Walter  Camp. 

Don  Strong.  Wm.  Heyliger. 

Europe.  N.  B.  Allen. 

Five  Babbitts  at  Bonny  Acres.  W.  A.  Dyer. 

Golden  Numbers.  K.  D.  Wiggin  and  N.  A.  Smith. 
Harper’s  Aircraft  Book.  A.  H.  Verrill. 

Heroes  of  the  Farthest  North.  J.  K.  Maclean. 

Heroes  of  Today.  M.  R.  Parkman. 

Heroines  of  Service.  M.  R.  Parkman. 

Home  Book  of  Verse.  B.  E.  Stevenson. 

In  Camp  with  the  Muscody  Camp  Fire  Girls. 

A.  E.  Blanchard. 

In  Desert  and  Wilderness.  H.  Sienkiewicz. 

Joyful  Star.  E.  N.  Partridge. 

Joyous  Story  of  Toto.  L.  E.  Richards. 

Lance  of  Kanana.  H.  W.  French. 

Last  of  the  Chiefs.  J.  A.  Altsheler. 

Little  Girl’s  Sewing  Book.  F.  Klickman. 

Little  Stories  of  France.  M.  B.  Dutton. 

Merry  Animal  Tales.  M.  A.  Bigham. 

Merrylips.  B.  M.  Dix. 

Mother  West  Wind’s  Animal  Friends.  T.  W.  Burgess. 
Pilgrims  of  Today.  M.  H.  Wade. 

Revere,  Paul.  Belle  Moses. 

Short  Stories  for  Short  People.  Alicia  Aspinwall. 

Stories  of  Famous  Pictures,  2  vols.  E.  M.  Powers. 

Stories  of  the  Indian  Children.  M.  H.  Husted. 

Talks  to  Young  People.  C.  H.  Wilson. 

To  the  Land  of  the  Caribou.  P.  G.  Tomlinson. 

Tommy  Trot’s  Visit  to  Santa  Claus.  T.  N.  Page. 

Treasure  of  the  Land.  Garrard  Harris. 

Waring  Girls.  E.  D.  Deland. 

What  to  Draw.  E.  G.  Lutz. 

When  Life  is  Young.  M.  M.  Dodge. 
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When  the  King  Came.  George  Hodges. 

With  the  Men  Who  Do  Things.  A.  R.  Rond. 

Wolf  Hunters.  G.  B.  Grinnell. 

Youth’s  Companion  Series,  12  vols. 

Non-Fiction : — 

Adirondacks.  T.  N.  Longstreth. 

Ambulance  No.  10.  Leslie  Buswell. 

Basis  of  Durable  Peace.  Cosmos. 

Better  Meals  for  Less  Money.  Mary  Green. 

Feeding  the  Family.  M.  S.  Rose. 

George  Lloyd.  Frank  Dilnot. 

Getting  Together.  Ian  Hay. 

History  First  Regiment  Heavy  Artillery.  A.  S.  Roe. 
Layman’s  Handbook  of  Medicine.  R.  C.  Cabot. 

Life  of  the  Grasshopper.  J.  H.  Fabre. 

My  Four  Years  is  Germany.  J.  W.  Gerard. 

My  Home  in  the  Field  of  Honor.  F.  W.  Huard. 

Over  the  Top.  A.  G.  Empey. 

Out  of  Their  Own  Mouths. 

Secrets  of  the  Submarine.  M.  F.  Hay. 

Stars  and  Stripes.  C.  W.  Stewart. 

Stock  Exchange  from  Within.  W.  C.  Van  Antwerp. 

Story  of  the  Submarine.  Farnham  Bishop. 

Successful  Canning.  Ola  Powrell. 

Tennyson,  Alfred.  R.  M.  Alden. 

Vagabonding  Down  the  Andes.  H.  A.  Franck. 

Vital  Records  of  Chelsea,  Granville,  Greenfield,  East 
Bridgewater,  Gloucester,  Salem  and  Uxbridge. 
War  Poetry,  Treasury  of.  G.  H.  Clarke,  ed. 

Washington.  W.  H.  Taft  and  James  Bryce. 

West  Point.  R.  C.  Richardson. 

With  the  Turks  in  Palestine.  Alex  Aaronson. 
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Finance  Committee  Report. 


The  Finance  Committee  of  the  Taft  Public  Library  submit 
the  following  report  for  the  municipal  year  ending  December  31, 
1917. 

Resources. 

Appropriation  .  $300  00 

Balance  from  last  year .  7  63 

Fines  .  10  05 

Old  papers,  lamp,  damaged  books  ....  3  06 

-  $320  74 

Expenditures. 

Lena  W.  George,  librarian  .  $100  00 

Charles  H.  Gillis,  Janitor .  19  50 

W.  S.  Electric  Light  Co .  2  00 

H.  W.  Wilson  Co.,  Reader’s  Guide  ....  4  00 

H.  S.  Chadbourne,  grate .  225 

Edward  F.  Driscoll,  magazines .  20  90 

Jacob  R.  Brown,  glass  and  labor .  85 

Denholm  &  McKay  Co.,  books .  13  23 

Lewis  H.  Barney,  Estate,  coal .  11  00 

Edwin  L.  Wilson,  book,  postage,  labor 

and  stovepipe  .  4  33 

Lena  W.  George,  books,  express,  etc...  5  53 

Boylston  Pub.  Co.,  Stars  and  Stripes  book  75 

G.  M.  Billings,  delivery  slips .  1  00 

H.  M.  Curtiss  Coal  Co.,  coal .  2050 

Old  Corner  Book  Store,  books .  7345 

Mrs.  Sumner  Allen,  carrying  books  to 

Albeeville  school  .  3  00 

G.  M.  Taft,  labor  .  75 

-  $283  04 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LYMAN  COOK, 

MOSES  U.  GASKILL, 

Finance  Committee. 
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AUDITOR’S  REPORT. 


I  have  examined  the  accounts  of  all  the  Town  Officers  who 
have  received  or  disbursed  funds  belonging  to  the  town  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  January  1,  1918,  and  find  them  correctly  kept 
and  with  proper  vouchers. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEO.  M.  TAFT, 


Auditor. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  MENDON 


FOR  THE 

SCHOOL  YEAR,  1917 


MILFORD,  MASS. 
Milford  Journal  Co.,  Printers. 
1917. 


ORGANIZATION  OF 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


CLARENCE  A.  TAFT  (Secretary), 
LYMAN  COOK  (Chairman), 

A.  SUMNER  COLEMAN, 


Superintendent. 
F.  G.  ATWELL. 


Truant  Officers. 
GEORGE  H.  WHITING, 

LYMAN  COOK. 


.  1917. 

Term  expires  1918. 
Term  expires  1919. 
Term  expires  1920. 


F.  G.  ATWELL, 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE’S  REPORT 


The  School  Committee  submits  the  following  report  for  the 


year  ending  Jan.  1,  1918. 

' 

RESOURCES. 

Balance  from  last  year  .  $89  51 

Appropriation  .  4,000  00 

Appropriation  for  School  Physician  ...  25  00 

From  State  of  Mass.  Income  School  Fund  1,391  90 

From  State  of  Mass.,  Ass’t.  in  High 

School  .  500  00 

From  State  of  Mass.,  Tuition .  132  00 

From  F.  J.  Dutcher,  Superintendent  .  .  375  00 

From  City  of  Boston,  tuition .  5250 

From  Town  of  Uxbridge,  tuition .  28  50 

From  County  Treasurer,  dog  tax .  173  06 

From  C.  A.  Fletcher,  school  tickets  ....  7  20 

From  F.  H.  Wood,  1-2  tuition  at  Indus¬ 
trial  school  .  46  60 

-  $6,821  27 


EXPENDITURES. 


Teachers  .  $3,639  75 

Superintendent  .  577  50 

Transportation  .  938  25 

Fuel  .  668  95 

Care  of  buildings  .  392  20 

Text  books  and  supplies .  200  30 

Incidentals  .  233  25 

School  Physician  .  50  00 

Tuition  .  93  21 


Balance 


$6,793  41 
$27  86 
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$940'  00 
28  75 
330  00 
240  00 
411  00 
447  00 
231  00 
180  00 
165  00 
210  00 
357  00 
72  00 
28  00 

- —  $3,639  75 


Superintendent. 

F.  G.  Atwell  .  $577  50 

Transportation. 

Milford  &  Uxbridge  St.  Ry.  Co .  $289  00 

J.  F.  Leonard . . .  360  00 

Leonard  E.  Taft  .  288  00 

W.  G.  Larkin .  1  25 

-  $938  25 


Fuel. 

H.  M.  Curtiss,  Center  and  East  Mendon  $607  95 

L.  F.  Thayer,  East  Mendon .  10  00 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  CenteT  and  Albeeville  39  00 

Justin  F.  Southwick,  Albeeville .  12  00 

-  $668  95 


Teachers. 

Charles  P.  Steward  . 

Alice  C.  Pulsifer . 

Edith  S.  Lord  . 

Helen  M.  McKay  . 

Agnes  M.  Fraser . 

Mary  E.  Dudley  . 

Caroline  W.  Blackwood . 

Gladys  I.  Barry . 

Verena  S.  Daley  . 

Clara  M.  Wilder  . 

Maria  E.  Allen  . 

Amy  Wheelock  . 

Gertrude  Arey  . 


School  Physician. 


Dr.  K.  A.  Campbell 


$50  00 
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Care  of  Buildings. 

Geo.  H.  Whiting .  $100  00 

Charles  P.  Steward .  179  00 

Jacob  R.  Brown  .  25  50 

Minnie  F.  Thayer  .  36  00 

Maria  E.  Allen  .  18  00 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Waitt . .  .  21  70 

Eleanor  Hoggarth  .  12  00 

-  $392  20 

Text  Books  and  Supplies. 

Silver,  Burdett  &  Co .  $3  22 

D.  C.  Heath  &  Co .  2  62 

American  Book  Co .  7  60 

E.  E.  Babb  &  Co .  39  18 

J.  J.  Gibbs .  1  40 

J.  L.  Hammett  Co .  84  83 

Ghin  &  Co .  20  40 

Allyn  &  Bacon .  12  67 

Houghton,  Mifflin  .  3  56 

C.  C.  Birchard  &  Co .  3  16 

Lyons  &  Carnahan  .  13  30 

Brewer  &  Co .  1  36 

Benj.  H.  Sanborn  &  Co .  7  00 

-  $200  30 

Tuition. 

City  of  Worcester,  tuition  Industrial 

School  .  $93  21 

Incidentals. 

Henry  L.  Patrick,  brushes,  shovel,  etc.  $2  68 

E.  T.  Powers,  grates,  labor,  material, 

cartage,  etc .  87  50 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  key,  etc .  35 

F.  G.  Atwell,  letter  heads,  telephone,  ex- 
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press,  flag,  expenses  to  Boston,  etc.  20  49 

Staples  &  Gould,  locks,  fire  pail  .  4  20 

Geo.  E.  Thayer,  use  of  well,  2  years  ...  6  00 

H.  C.  Forbes,  lettering  diplomas  .  1  00 

Milford  Journal  Co.,  graduation  pro¬ 
grams  .  4  75 

Jacob  R.  Brown,  oiling  floor  at  Albee- 

ville,  repairs,  etc .  295 

Samuel  W.  Wood,  labor  and  material 

furnished  at  Albeeville .  1025 

Carl  M.  Wilbur,  mowing  lawn,  etc.  ...  6  75 

J.  J.  Gibbs,  alcohol,  toilet  paper,  etc.. . .  9  75 

Minnie  F.  Thayer,  oiling  floor,  labor, 

etc.,  East  Mendon  .  5  00 

J.  H.  Dudley,  services  at  church,  gradu¬ 
ation  .  2  00 

Lyman  Cook,  taking  census,  cash  paid, 
etc,  attending  district  meetings, 

lumber  .  23  63 

W.  A.  Barry,  sharpening  mowers 

and  labor  .  7  00 

Pierre  Norman,  sawing  wood .  5  50 

Avery  &  Woodbury  Co.,  curtains .  4  35 

Reformatory  for  women,  flags .  6  10 

Clarence  A.  Taft,  salary,  oiling  floors 

and  cleaning  vault .  23  00 

-  $233  25 

There  is  one  unpaid  bill  of .  $103  53 

Due  from  State,  1-2  Industrial  tuition.  .  46  61 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LYMAN  COOK, 

CLARENCE  A.  TAFT, 

School  Committee. 

Mendon,  Jan.  15,  1918. 
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SUPERINTENDENT’S  REPORT. 


To  the  School  Committee  of  the  Town  of  Mendon  : — 

The  twenty-fourth  annual  report  of  the  superintendent  of 
schools  is  herewith  presented. 

Teachers. 

We  were  exceedingly  fortunate  in  being  able  to  retain  Mr. 
Steward  for  a  second  year.  He  has  secured  a  more  hearty  response 
from  the  pupils  than  I  have  ever  seen  in  the  school  before.  What¬ 
ever  task  he  has  set,  they  have  cheerfully  attempted.  Wherever 
a  similar  degree  of  responsiveness  exists,  a  good  school  will  be 
found.  Wherever  it  is  lacking,  no  matter  what  the  cause  may  be, 
the  work  will  drag  and  it  is  more  than  probable  the  discipline 
will  suffer.  Under  Mr.  Steward’s  administration  no  one  seems  to 
think  of  discipline  or  of  causing  trouble. 

Miss  McKay  is  doing  equally  good  work.  She  has  been  pre¬ 
ceded  by  especially  strong  teachers,  but  in  every  respect  she  has 
kept  up  to  the  former  high  standard.  The  relations  between  her 
and  the  pupils  are  very  cordial,  and  what  she  asks,  they  perform. 

Salaries  and  School  Expenditures. 

It  can  not  be  denied  that  we  are  receiving  excellent  teaching 
service  in  the  grades  considering  the  low  salaries  paid,  but  there 
are  several  indications  that  a  more  liberal  policy  will  have  to  be 
pursued  in  the  near  future.  We  lost  one  good  teacher  last  year 
because  the  salary  was  too  meager.  Miss  Pulsifer  went  to  another 
position  at  an  increase  of  two  hundred  dollars.  Miss  Lord  is  now 
receiving  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  more  than  she  received 
in  Mendon.  The  town  of  Bellingham,  with  which,  for  obvious 
reasons,  it  is  quite  natural  to  make  comparisons,  is  paying  out-of- 
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town  teachers  three  or  four  dollars  more  per  week  than  Mendon 
for  work  of  the  same  grade.  As  a  result  that  town  is  able  to 
secure  and  retain  teachers  with  more  professional  training  and  of 
larger  experience. 

This  does  not  seem  like  a  propitious  time  for  suggesting  any 
increase  of  expenditures.  There  is,  however,  besides  the  general 
advance  of  all  prices,  a  very  specific  reason  for  calling  this  matter 
to  your  attention  at  this  time.  There  is  in  some  of  the  grades  a 
noticeable  absence  of  that  spirit  of  responsiveness  just  referred  to 
in  the  high  school.  This  lack  of  interest,  this  atmosphere  of  in¬ 
difference  to  achievement,  should  be  corrected  as  early  as  possible. 
The  problem  has  been  increasing  in  difficulty  rather  than  other¬ 
wise  for  two  or  three  years.  Its  solution  will  require  stronger 
qualities  than  we  can  possibly  expect  to  obtain  for  a  salary  of 
twelve  dollars  per  week. 

On  account  of  the  high  cost  of  living  and  enormous  war 
expenditures,  a  few  towns  have  proposed  retrenchment  in  running 
their  schools.  The  State  Board  of  Education  has  felt  that  while 
this  is  not  likely  to  become  general,  it  might  be  resorted  to  in  too 
many  instances.  Accordingly  a  circular  letter  has  been  sent  out 
cautioning  school  officials  of  the  danger  of  reduced  appropriations 
for  schools  at  the  next  town  meeting. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  war  England  almost  suspended  her 
public  school  activities  and  expenditures.  The  inexpediency  of 
this  course  became  very  evident  later,  and  England  is  now  making 
heroic  efforts  to  repair  the  evil.  France  kept  her  schools  up  to 
their  highest  state  of  efficiency,  notwithstanding  her  great  ex¬ 
penditures  for  war  purposes.  The  United  States  has  been  urged 
to  follow  the  example  of  France.  The  National  Commissioner 
of  education  has  lost  no  opportunity  to  impress  this  advice  upon 
his  hearers,  and  our  own  Commissioner  admonishes  us  that  the 
financial  needs  of  the  coming  year  will  be  greater  than  those  of 
the  year  that  is  past. 

The  Patrick  Prizes. 

A  few  words  of  explanation  concerning  these  prizes  will 
doubtless  be  interesting  to  the  readers  of  this  report  since  one  of 
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the  prizes  last  year  was  won  by  a  Mendon  pupil,  Lloyd  Whiting. 

Mr.  Delano  Patrick,  early  in  life,  became  deeply  conscious 
of  the  evils  of  war.  WTile  not  a  pacifist  in  the  sense  that  the 
term  is  now  so  frequently  used,  he  felt  that  civilized  man  owed 
it  to  himself  and  to  his  civilization  to  discover  some  practicable 
means  of  abolishing  warfare.  Undoubtedly  he  hoped  it  would 
not  require  a  great  “world  war  to  abolish  war,”  yet  such  we  now 
have.  It  occurred  to  him  that  if  the  young  people  of  this  vicinity 
could  be  induced  to  think  and  write  upon  the  general  subject  of 
peace,  a  real  peace  propoganda  would  gradually  develop.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  he  offered  a  series  of  prizes  to  the  pupils  in  the  public 
schools  of  Milford,  Bellingham,  Hopedale,  and  Mendon  for  the 
best  essays  on  any  subject  relating  to  peace  or  the  suppression  of 
war. 

Since  Mr.  Patrick’s  decease,  these  prizes  have  been  continued 
by  the  family,  and  increased  from  thirty-five  to  fifty  dollars  an¬ 
nually.  The  individual  prizes  amount  to  twenty,  fifteen,  ten,  and 
five  dollars.  In  the  last  peace  essay  contest  Lloyd  Whiting  won 
the  first  prize. 


Attendance. 

The  daily  attendance  is  not  what  it  should  be  in  all  cases. 
Of  course  pupils  living  at  a  distance  must  be  governed  by  the 
weather  and  travelling  to  a  great  extent,  but  is  is  a  noticeable  fact 
that  those  who  are  absent  the  most  have  the  least  reason  for  it. 
It  is  also  reported  by  the  teachers  that  they  are  usually  the  ones 
who  can  least  afford  to  lose  any  time  from  school  if  they  expect 
promotion  at  the  end  of  the  year.  It  is  not  at  all  certain  that 
the  habitual  absentees  are  ill  or  that  they  remain  at  home.  They 
seem  to  feel  that  every  day  they  can  escape  school  is  so  much  clear 
gain  when  in  reality  it  is  so  much  dead  loss. 

Of  course  there  will  be  a  certain  amount  of  necessary  absence, 
and  of  this  no  one  complains.  There  are  over-conscientious  pupils 
who  attend  school  on  days  when  it  would  be  better  for  their  own 
personal  welfare  if  they  remained  at  home.  But  the  habitual 
absentee  is  almost  never  really  interested  in  his  work.  He  is  often 
behind  his  class  and  is  likely  to  retard  its  progress  more  or  less. 
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Unnecessary  absence  should  be  checked  so  far  as  possible,  for  it 
is  an  injury  to  the  pupil  and  a  hindrance  to  the  school. 

Transportation. 

There  are  no  issues  nor  problems  relating  to  this  topic  that 
require  any  extended  remarks  at  this  time.  The  general  policy 
throughout  the  state  is  to  strike  a  happy  medium  between  an  un¬ 
necessary  expenditure  of  the  town’s  money  on  the  one  hand  and 
imposing  hardship  upon  the  pupils  on  the  other.  The  policy  of 
the  Mendon  committee  has  been  very  liberal  and  has  tended  to 
favor  the  pupil  in  all  cases  of  doubt.  Car  tickets  have  been 
granted  to  certain  pupils  /When  the  weather  was  stormy  or  the 
travelling  bad  even  where  the  distance  was  not  sufficient  to  require 
transportation.  In  such  cases,  pupils  should  use  the  tickets  as 
judiciously  as  if  they  paid  for  them  personally  instead  of  the  town. 
Teachers  report  that  pupils  remain  away  from  school  because  they 
do  not  have  tickets,  when  as  a  matter  of  fact,  they  would  have 
had  tickets  if  they  had  not  used  them  up  when  both  weather  and 
travelling  were  comfortable.  It  does  not  appear  to  me  that  the 
teachers  have  been  narrow  or  stingy  in  the  distribution  of  tickets, 
but  it  is  certain  that  the  pupils  suffer  a  personal  loss  every  day 
they  are  absent  from  school. 

Training  in  the  Duties  of  Citizenship. 

A  law  was  enacted  by  the  last  legislature  requiring  the  public 
schools  to  give  instruction  in  the  duties  of  citizenship.  Though 
it  is  often  claimed  that  the  curriculum  is  now  badly  over-crowded 
and  teachers  overworked,  yet  we  shall  be  glad  to  make  room  for 
so  important  a  subject  as  community  civics.  The  purpose  of  the 
new  study  will  not  be  so  much  to  impart  a  knowledge  of  the 
science  of  civil  government  as  to  instil  in  the  minds  of  the  pupils 
those  thoughts,  ideals,  and  impulses  which  will  tend  to  make 
them  worthy  and  useful  citizens. 

The  real  purpose  of  any  system  of  education  supported  by 
public  taxation  is  to  promote  the  public  welfare.  Incidentally  an 
education  is  a  source  of  great  satisfaction  to  the  individual  pos¬ 
sessor.  It  may  enable  him  to  shine  socially,  to  achieve  distinction 
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or  to  earn  a  bigger  salary.  But  these  are  all  personal  and  selfish 
ends,  for  the  cost  of  which  the  public  is  in  no  way  responsible. 
We  can  not  be  too  frequently  reminded  that  the  great  purpose  of 
the  public  schools  is  to  cause  the  children  to  become  better  citizens 
than  they  otherwise  would  be;  to  develop  in  them  both  the 
power  and  the  desire  to  serve  the  State  more  efficiently ; 
to  enable  them  to  perceive  their  duties  as  clearly  as  their  rights; 
and  to  induce  them  to  prefer  the  public  good  to  private  gain. 
With  these  ideals  in  view,  I  trust  we  shall  all  unite  to  give  to  this 
new  law  the  highest  degree  of  effectiveness  of  which  we  are 
capable. 


Agricultural  Instruction. 

There  are  certain  forms  of  State-aid  for  agricultural  instruc¬ 
tion  in  which  the  citizens  of  Mendon  might  be  interested,  if 
brought  to  their  attention.  Under  certain  conditions  the  State 
will  pay  two-thirds  of  the  salary  of  a  properly  qualified  instructor. 
Assuming  the  salary  of  such  an  instructor  to  be  $1200,  the  town 
would  be  required  to  pay  $400.  The  salaries  of  the  present  high 
school  teachers  amount  to  $1600.  The  balance  of  $1200  would 
pay  the  salaries  of  two  assistants.  The  instructor  in  agriculture 
would  be  expected  to  devote  his  time  almost  wholly  to  agricul¬ 
tural  subjects,  but  his  presence  would  be  sufficient  to  stabilize  the 
discipline.  The  result  would  be  a  man  to  teach  agriculture  and 
two  women  to  teach  the  subjects  we  now  offer,  and  without  any 
material  increase  in  current  expenses. 

An  agricultural  instructor  would  be  supposed  to  organize 
and  administer  a  course  in  agriculture  in  the  local  high  school 
and  also  to  serve  as  a  community  expert  and  adviser  in  all  matters 
relating  to  farming,  dairying,  fruit-raising,  and  related  subjects. 
A  portion  of  his  time  would  actually  be  spent  on  the  farms,  thus 
forming  an  intimate  connection  between  the  farms  and  the 
school.  I  also  understand  that  those  taking  the  course  in  agri¬ 
culture  would  pursue  their  studies  quite  as  much  upon  the  farm 
as  in  school,  that  real  farming  would  be  carried  on  for  purposes 
of  instruction  instead  of  artificial  laboratory  exercises. 

That  agricultural  methods  may  be  improved  is  easy  to  dem- 
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onstrate.  The  farmers  of  France,  Belgium,  Denmark,  and  Ger¬ 
many  produce  twice  as  much  from  the  same  quality  of  land  as  we 
do  in  America.  Those  who  employ  scientific  methods  in  this 
country — and  the  number  is  rapidly  increasing — are  securing  re¬ 
sults  that  were  almost  undreamed  of  fifty  years  ago,  and  that 
would  be  a  revelation  to  the  unscientific  farmer  of  today.  That 
scientific  methods  are  in  demand  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  one 
of  the  graduates  of  our  own  high  school  was  paid  at  the  rate  of 
twenty-five  hundred  dollars  per  year  for  supervising  the  Franklin 
Park  gardens. 

Whenever  it  becomes  necessary  to  look  up  a  new*  high  school 
principal,  not  before,  I  recommend  the  careful  consideration  of 
this  plan. 

With  sincere  gratitude  for  the  cordial  co-operation  of  all 
parties  in  any  way  connected  with  the  schools,  this  report  is 

Respectfully  submitted, 

F.  G.  ATWELL, 

Superintendent  of  Schools. 


Hopedale,  Mass.,  Jan.  15,  1918. 
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TEACHERS  AND  SALARIES,  JANUARY,  1918. 


SCHOOLS. 

TEACHERS. 

SALARIES 

PER 

MONTH. 

PREPARATION. 

High. 

Charles  P.  Steward. 

$100  00 

Bates  College. 

Assistant, 

Helen  M.  McKay, 

60  00 

Boston  University. 

Grammar, 

Agnes  M.  Fraser, 

48  00 

Northfield  Seminary. 

Intermediate, 

Gladys  Barry, 

48  00 

Newbury  port  Training. 

Primary, 

Mary  E.  Dudley, 

52  00 

Mendon  High  School. 

East  Mendon, 

Verena  Daley, 

44  00 

Mendon  High  School. 

Albeeville, 

Maria  Allen. 

42  00 

Wareham  High  School. 

Music, 

Mrs.  F.  B.  Arey, 

Private  Instruction. 

SCHOOL  CALENDAR,  1917-1918. 


SCHOOLS. 

SCHOOL 

FALL 

TERM. 

WINTER  TERM. 

SPRING  TERM. 

YEAR. 

Opens. 

Closes. 

Opens. 

Closes. 

Opens. 

Closes. 

High  School, 
Grades, 

40  weeks 
36  weeks 

1917 
Sept.  3 
Sept-  10 

1917 
Dec.  21 
Dec.  21 

1917 
Dec.  31 
Jan.  7 

1918 

March  21 
March  15 

1918 
April  1 
April  1 

1918 
June  21 
June  14 

Holidays : — 

Labor  Day,  Columbus  Day,  Thanksgiving  Day  and  Friday 
following,  January  1,  February  22,  April  19,  and  May  30. 


SCHOOL  CALENDAR,  1918-1919. 


SCHOOLS. 

SCHOOL 

FALL 

TERM. 

WINTER 

TERM. 

SPRING  TERM. 

YEAR. 

Opens. 

Closes. 

Opens. 

Closes. 

Opens. 

Closes. 

High  School, 
Grades, 

40  weeks. 
36  weeks. 

1918 
Sept.  3 
Sept.  9 

1918 
Dec.  22 
Dec.  22 

1918 
Dec.  30 
Jan.  16 
1919. 

1919 

March  21 
March  14 

1919 

March  31 
March  SI 

1919 
June  20 
June  13 

Holidays : — 

Labor  Day,  Columbus  Day,  Thanksgiving  Day  and  Friday 
following,  January  1,  February  22,  April  19,  and  May  30. 
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ATTENDANCE  DATA,  1916-1917. 


Rank  of  Schools  Based  on  Percentage  of  Attendance. 


East  Mendon, .  Miss  Wilder, . 

Intermediate,  .  Mrs.  Blackwood, 

High  School, .  Mr.  Steward,  . 

Primary,  .  Miss  Dudley, . 

Grammar,  .  Miss  Fraser,  . 

Albeeville,  .  Mrs.  Allen,  . 


Average  for  the  Town, 


94.41 

91.07 

90.00 

89.96 

89.00 

83.90 

89.73 


Rank  of  Schools  Based  on  Days  of  Perfect  Attendance. 


East  Mendon, . 

99  days 

Albeeville,  . 

Primary,  . 

Intermediate,  . 

11  days 

Grammar,  . 

STATISTICAL  TABLE,  SEPTEMBER,  1916,  TO  JUNE,  1917. 
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Graduation  Exercises  of  the 

MENDON  HIGH  SCHOOL 

AT  THE 

Unitarian  Church ,  Friday  Evening ,  June  22 ,  1917 - 

AT  EIGHT  O'CLOCK. 


PROGRAM. 

Processional  March 

JOHN  DALTON 

Prayer 

REV.  C.  A.  HENDERSON 

Song,  The  Lord  Is  Great 

HIGH  SCHOOL  CHORUS 

Mendelssohn 

Essay,  Life  and  Works  of  Johann- Sebastian  Bach 

MILDRED  THEDA  GOODNOW 

Song,  Humoreske 

GIRLS’  CHORUS 

Dvorak 

Essay,  Beginning  and  Growth  of  Mendon  Schools 
JESSIE  WEST  PHILLIPS 

Oration,  Temperance 

MILDRED  HAZEL  IRONS 

Song,  Comrades  Awake 

HIGH  SCHOOL  CHORUS 

M.  Storch 
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Class  History  and  Prophecy 

MARION  STEERE 

Song  of  Liberty  Wollenhaupt 

HIGH  SCHOOL  CHORUS 

Address,  The  Meaning  of  Education 

DR.  J.  M.  FRENCH 

Presentation  of  Diplomas 

Star-Spangled  Banner 

Recessional  March 

JOHN  DALTON 


Class  Colors — Gold  and  White 

Class  Flower — Chrysathemum 

Class  Motto — Vincit  qui  Laborat  (He  conquers 

who  labors) 


CLASS  OFFICERS 

President — Marion  Steere 

Vice-President — Mildred  H.  Irons 
Secretary — Jessie  W.  Phillips 


Treasurer — Mildred  T.  Goodnow 


56 


TOWN  WARRANT. 


Worcester ,  ss. 

To  the  Constable  of  the  Town  of  Mtendon  in  the  County  of 

Worcester,  Greeting : 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you  are 
directed  to  notify  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Mendon,  quali¬ 
fied  to  vote  in  Elections  and  in  Town  Affairs,  to  meet  at  the  Town 
Hall,  in  said  Mendon,  on  the  Fourth  day  of  March  punctually, 
at  nine  o’clock,  A.  M.,  to  act  on  the  following  articles,  viz. : 

Article  1.  To  choose  a  moderator  to  preside  in  said  meeting. 

Article  2.  To  bring  in  their  ballots  for  the  following  offi¬ 
cers:  a  Town  Clerk  for  one  year,  Three  Selectmen  for  one  year, 
a  Town  Treasurer  for  one  year,  One  Assessor  for  three  years, 
a  Tree  Warden  for  one  year,  a  Collector  of  Taxes  for  one  year, 
One  Auditor  for  one  year,  a  Constable  for  one  year,  Three  Fence 
Viewers  for  one  year,  One  Trustee  of  the  Taft  Public  Library  for 
two  years,  One  School  Committee  for  three  years,  a  Park  Com¬ 
missioner  for  three  years;  also  to  bring  in  their  votes  Yes  or  No 
in  answer  to  the  question,  shall  license  be  granted  for  the  sale  of 
intoxicating  liquors  in  this  town;  all  on  one  ballot  designating 
the  office  intended  for  each  person  voted  for. 

Article  3.  To  hear  the  report  of  the  several  town  officers 
and  committees  and  act  thereon. 

Article  4.  To  choose  all  the  necessary  town  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

Article  5.  To  raise  such  sums  as  are  necessary  to  pay  town 
charges  and  make  appropriations  for  the  same. 
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Article  6.  To  see  what  measures  the  town  will  adopt  to 
secure  the  speedy  collection  of  taxes. 

Article  7.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  its  treasurer 
to  hire  money,  and  to  what  amount,  to  pay  current  expenses  for 
the  financial  year  commencing  January  1,  1918,  in  anticipation  of 
revenue. 

Article  8.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
any  sum  of  money  for  Memorial  Day  services,  and  appoint  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  expend  the  same. 

Article  9.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro¬ 
priate  any  sum  of-  money  to  be  expended  on  highways  provided  the 
Massachusetts  Highway  Commission  will  contribute  for  the  same. 

Article  10.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
any  sum  of  money  for  care  and  improvement  in  the  old  cemetery, 
or  take  any  action  in  relation  to  the  same. 

Article  11.  To  see  if  the  town  will  elect  a  finance  commit¬ 
tee,  or  take  any  action  in  relation  to  the  same. 

Article  12.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
any  sum  of  money  for  the  suppression  of  liquor  selling,  gambling 
and  vice,  or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  13.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  establish  addi¬ 
tional  street  lights,  raise  and  appropriate  any  money  therefor,  or 
take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  14.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  have  all  town 
officers  requiring  a  bond,  bonded  with  a  Surety  Company,  appro¬ 
priate  any  sum  of  money  to  pay  for  said  bonds,  or  take  any  action 
in  relation  thereto. 

Article  15.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro¬ 
priate  any  sum  of  money  to  buy  new  sign  boards,  or  take  any 
action  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  16.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro- 
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priate  any  money  to  buy  modem  road  machinery,  or  take  any 
action  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  17.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  place  a  sign 
board  on  the  point  of  land  between  Maple  and  Hastings  streets, 
or  take  any  action  in  relation  to  same. 

The  Polls  may  be  closed  at  4  P.  M. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  Warrant,  by  posting  up 
an  attested  copy  thereof  at  the  Post  Office  in  said  Mendon,  and 
causing  a  copy  of  the  same  to  be  published  one  time  in  one  of  the 
daily  papers,  published  in  Milford,  Mass.,  both  said  posting  and 
publication  to  be  at  least  seven  days  before  the  time  of  the  meet¬ 
ing  hereby  ordered  to  be  held. 

Hereof,  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  Warrant,  with 
your  doings  thereon,  to  the  Selectmen  and  Town  Clerk,  before 
the  time  and  place  of  meeting  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands  at  Mendon,  this  19th  day  of  February 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighteen. 

MOSES  U.  GASKILL, 

EDWARD  T.  POWERS, 

LUTHER  W.  HOLBROOK, 

Selectmen  of  Mendon. 


A  true  copy,  attest : 


ARTHUR  E.  BROWN, 

Constable  of  Mendon. 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 


OF  THE  VARIOUS 

BOARDS  OF  TOWN  OFFICERS 


OF  THE 


TOWN  op  MENDON 


INCLUDING  THE  REPORT  OF  THE 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

FOR  THE 


Municipal  Year  Ending  Dec.  31,  1918. 

(252ND  ANNUAL  REPORT.) 


MILFORD,  MASS. 

The  Charlescraft  Press,  Printers, 
1919. 


TREASURER’S  REPORT 


The  undersigned  Treasurer  of  the  Town  of  Mendon  for  the 
financial  year  ending  December  31st,  1918  submits  an  account  of 
his  doings. 

The  Treasurer  debits  himself  with  receiving  the  following 
sums  viz : — 

To  cash  received  from  Treasurer  for 

the  year  ending  December  31,  1917  $1,207  88 

To  cash  Milford  Savings  Bank .  7,500  00 

To  cash  received  from  Collector,  1915  24  93 

To  cash  received  from  Collector,  1916  369  20 

To  cash  received  from  Collector,  1917  2,292  14 

To  cash  received  from  Collector,  1918  11,183  79 

To  cash  received  from  M.  &  U.  St.  Ry. 

Co .  251  04 

To  cash  received  from  M.  A.  &  W.  St. 

Ry.  Co .  43  49 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Income  School  Fund  .  1,015  98 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Income  State  tax  .  816  00 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Account  Industrial  School  .  46  61 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Inspection  of  Animals  .  24  75 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Corporation  tax,  Public  Service. .  .  181  00 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

National  Bank  tax  .  591  33 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Street  Railway  tax  .  2631 
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To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Supervision  of  Schools  .  500  00 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

State  Aid . .  216  00 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Soldiers’  Exemption  .  44  97 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Tuition  School  Children  .  108  00 

To  cash  received  from  City  of  Boston, 

Tuition  School  Children .  37  50 

To  cash  received  from  F.  J.  Dutcher, 

Account  Supervision  of  Schools...  375  00 

To  cash  received  from  County  Treasurer 

Dog  tax  .  175  20 

To  cash  received  from  Town  of  Bell¬ 
ingham,  Account  Oil  for  Highways  2  75 

To  cash  received  from  3d  District  Court 

Fines  .  7  30 

To  cash  received  from  Arthur  E.  Brown, 

Janitor .  102  50 

To  cash  received  from  Annie  Darling, 

Rent  Alliance  Room  .  6  00 

To  cash  received  from  George  M.  Taft, 

Old  Junk .  72  50 

To  cash  received  from  T.  Frank  Rogers, 

Skating  Rink  License .  10  00 

To  cash  received  from  M.  &  U.  St.  Ry. 

Co.,  Grove  License .  50  00 

To  cash  received  from  M.  &  U.  St.  Ry. 

Co.,  Bowling  Alley  License .  10  00 

To  cash  received  from  Charles  H.  Allen, 

Copy  Town  Annals .  1  50 

To  cash  received  from  William  F.  Irons, 

Old  Plank  .  5  00 

To  cash  received  from  Walter  A.  Gas- 

kill,  Grass  Old  Cemetery .  13  00 
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To  cash  received  from  Lena  W.  George, 


Fines  Public  Library .  10  80 

To  cash  received  from  W.  A.  Barry, 

Fees  Hay  Scales .  12  85 

-  $27,335  32 


The  Treasurer  credits  himself  with  paying  the  following 
sums,  viz : — 


By  paying  168  Town  orders .  $12,847  38 

“  School  Department  .  2,148  69 

“  2  notes  new  school  building. .  650  00 

“  1  note  anticipation  of  rev¬ 
enue,  1917  .  1,500  00 

“  2  notes  anticipation  of  rev¬ 
enue,  1918  .  6,000  00 

“  Interest  on  notes  .  329  74 

“  State  Treasurer  State  tax. . .  .  1,870  00 

“  County  Treasurer,  County 

tax  .  903  00 

“  Bureau  of  Statistics .  6  00 

“  Taft  Public  Library .  1  92 

By  cash  on  hand  to  balance .  1,078  59 

-  $27,335  32 


Of  this  balance  $137.46  for  School  Department;  $8.88  Taft 
Public  Library. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 

Treasurer. 


Mendon,  January  1st,  1919. 
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AUSTIN  WOOD  RELIEF  FUND. 
Dr. 


To  cash  received  L.  T.  Gaskill,  treasurer 
deposited  in  Milford  Savings  Bank 

1917  and  1918  .  $879  73 

To  cash  received  Worcester  County- 

Institution  for  Savings .  789  97 

To  cash  received  interest  Milford  Sav¬ 
ings  Bank  .  34  00 

To  cash  received  Worcester  County 

Institution  for  Savings  .  12  42 

To  cash  deposited  in  Milford  Savings 

Bank,  interest  on  $500  Bond  to 

Sept.  15,  1918  . .  7  45 

-  $1,723  57 


Cr. 


By  cash  paid  three  Town  orders .  $75  00 

By  cash  deposited  in  Milford  Savings 

Bank  .  846  18 

By  cash  deposited  in  Worcester  County 

Institution  for  Savings  .  302  39 

By  cash  one  U.  S.  Liberty  Bond .  500  00 

-  $1,723  57 


Respectfully  submitted, 

LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 


Mendon,  January  1st,  1919. 


Treasurer. 
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SCHOOL  DISTRICT  NO.  1  FUND. 

Dr. 

To  cash  deposited  in  Milford  Savings 

Bank  .  $581  78 

To  cash  received  interest  in  Milford 

Savings  Bank .  $23  48 

-  $605  26 


Cr. 

By  cash  deposited  in  Milford  Savings 

Bank  .  $605  26 

-  $605  26 


TAFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  FUND. 
Dr. 


To  cash  deposited  in  Milford  Savings 
Bank,  a  bequest  from  Elizabeth  C. 

Fletcher  .  $200  00 

-  $200  00 

Cr. 

By  cash  deposited  in  Milford  Savings 

Bank  .  $200  00 

-  $200  00 


The  notes  against  the  Town  January  1st,  1919  are: — 

5  New  school  building  notes,  $500  each  $2,500  00 
5  New  school  building  notes,  $150  each  750  00 

1  Note  anticipation  of  revenue .  1,500  00 

-  $4,750  00 


Respectfully  submitted, 

LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 

Treasurer. 


Mendon,  January  1st,  1919. 


7 


SELECTMEN’S  REPORT. 


The  Selectmen  submit  the  following  report  of  expenditures 
for  the  municipal  year  ending  December  31,  1918. 

TOWN  OFFICERS. 

F.  M.  Aldrich,  tree  warden .  $10  00 

Geo.  M.  Taft,  auditor .  6  00 

Chas.  H.  Allen,  assessor .  90  00 

Chas.  A.  Fletcher,  assessor .  75  00 

Samuel  W.  Wood,  assessor  .  75  00 

A.  E.  Brown,  constable  and  dog  officer  35  00 

Frank  M.  Aldrich,  forest  warden .  5  81 

Chas.  H.  Allen,  town  clerk  and  registrar  75  00 

Edward  T.  Powers,  selectman .  50  00 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  selectman  .  30  00 

Moses  U.  Gaskill,  selectman .  35  00 

Edward  T.  Powers,  overseer  of  poor.  .  .  45  00 

Moses  U.  Gaskill,  overseer  of  poor  ....  6  00 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  overseer  of  poor  ....  6  00 

Leonard  T.  Gaskill,  town  treasurer,  1918  100  00 

Leonard  T.  Gaskill,  tax  collector,  1916  100  00 

Chas.  H.  Allen,  recording  and  indexing 

4  marriages .  80 

Chas.  H.  Allen,  recording  and  indexing 

11  births  .  5  50 

Chas.  H.  Allen,  recording  and  indexing 

20  deaths .  4  00 

Chas.  H.  Allen,  administering  oaths  to 

28  officers  .  7  00 

Chas.  H.  Allen,  sealer  of  weights  and 

measures,  less  fees  .  7  07 


$768  18 
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MOTH  SCOUT. 

Frank  M.  Aldrich .  $252  22 

Carl  M.  Wilbur .  17  50 

Clarence  Moores  .  12  00 

-  $281  72 

STREET  LIGHTING. 

Worcester  Suburban  Co .  $309  96 

MEMORIAL  DAY. 

Memorial  Day  Committee  .  $55  00 

OLD  CEMETERY. 

Orders  to  old  cemetery  account .  $40  25 

BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 

John  C.  Wood,  inspecting  meats .  $28  00 

Edward  T.  Powers,  inspecting  meats.  .  7  50 

Fred  A.  Davenport,  quarantine .  51  00 

Dr.  F.  H.  Lally,  fumigating  Springer 

house  .  5  00 

Katherine  MacDonald,  nurse  for 

Influenza  .  28  74 

Frank  Stevens,  meals  for  nurse .  13  00 

Henry  W.  Gaskill  .  1  85 

-  $135  09 

PRINTING. 

Milford  Journal  Company  .  $59  70 

G.  M.  Billings  .  32  75 

Wm.  P.  Clarke  .  1  50 

A.  W.  Brownell .  5  20 

Milford  Daily  News .  41  20 


$140  35 
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RETURNING  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS 

Dr.  K.  A.  Campbell,  returning  31  births  $7  75 

Walter  W.  Watson,  returning  8  deaths  2  00 

- $9  75 

BALLOT  CLERKS  AND  TELLERS. 

John  J.  Driscoll  .  $6  50 

Edward  F.  Driscoll  .  2  00 

Alfred  I.  Barrows  .  4  50 

Leonard  T.  Gaskill  .  5  00 

-  $18  00 

POLICE. 

A.  E.  Brown,  services  July  3  and  4.  . .  .  $4  00 

Fred  K.  Brown,  services  July  3  and  4.  .  4  00 

Herbert  E.  Whiting,  services  July  3 

and  4  .  4  00 

-  $12  00 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT,  INCLUDING  FOREST  FIRES. 

Southwick,  Seabury  and  Bassett  fires.  .  $20  00 

E.  T.  Powers,  labor  and  pipe .  4  35 

Worcester  Suburban  Electric  Co.,  heat 

for  fire  station  .  24  88 

Town  of  Hopedale,  services  at  South¬ 
wick  fire  .  25  00 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  keg 

of  soda  .  2  70 

F.  M.  Aldrich  .  5  00 

F.  M.  Aldrich,  Orrin  Cook  fire .  28  25 

Mill  River  fire .  151  90 

Geo.  E.  Thayer,  labor  at  Mill  River  fire  1  60 

Werner  fire  .  15  20 


$278  88 
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TREE  WARDEN. 

Frank  M.  Aldrich,  salary,  toll  calls.  ...  $9  50  , 

Frank  M.  Aldrich,  5  days  trimming 

trees  etc .  21  10 

L.  W.  Hobrook,  cutting  and  trimming 

trees  .  16  50 

-  $47  10 

SPECIAIL  APPROPRIATION. 

New  sign  board,  Waters  &  Hynes .  11  13 

STATE  AID  TO  PENSIONERS. 

State  aid  to  pensioners,  Chap.  587,  Acts 

of  1914,  12  months .  $216  00 

TAFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Orders  to  trustees  of  Taft  Pub.  Library  $289  62 

TOWN  HALL  BUILDING. 

Arthur  E.  Brown,  janitor .  $80  00 

Arthur  E.  Brown,  erecting  booths  ....  3  00 

G.  G.  Davenport,  wood  .  20  00 

E.  H.  Taft,  wood  .  9  00 

Moore  and  Shattuck,  supplies  .  2  52 

Worcester  Suburban  Electric  Co.,  lights  23  74 

-  $138  26 

INCIDENTALS. 

Chas.  H.  Allen,  stamped  envelopes  and 

mailing  Amendments  .  $2  83 

H.  C.  Snell,  services  court  case .  14  60 

N.  E.  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Co., 

toll  charges  .  1  30 
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Chairman  Kennedy  1-7  share  of  towns 

on  Milford  &  Attleboro  Street  Ry.  96  42 
Shelley  D.  Vincent,  trustee  of  Milford 

Journal  Co .  3  60 

Arthur  E.  Brown,  criminal  case .  80  20 

Arthur  E.  Brown,  court  case .  472 

J.  T.  Murphy,  services  in  criminal  case  14  69 

Michael  Nolan,  services  in  criminal  case  9  51 

Carl  M.  Taft,  auto  hire .  28  75 

Town  of  Milford,  lockup  fee  . .  1  00 

T.  C.  Hayes,  examination  of  Seabury’s 

horse  .  3  00 

John  P.  Remick,  labor  on  vault  door  .  .  3  00 

Williams  &  Vincent,  advice  to  town 

clerk  .  1  40 

Williams  &  Vincent,  advice  on  criminal 

case . .  35  00 

Kenneth  Taft,  care  of  lawns .  16  00 

H.  J.  George,  insurance  on  town  build¬ 
ings  .  246  10 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  plan  of  Lakeside  park  3  00 

Moses  U.  Gaskill,  inspecting  animals  . .  49  50 

W.  L.  E.  Gurley,  supplies  for  sealer  of 

weights  and  measures  .  . .  3  46 

J.  L.  Fairbanks  Co.,  record  book  ....  9  50 

Worcester  County  Abstract  Co.,  deeds 

and  probates  .  20  46 

Carter  Ink  Co .  63 

E.  Louis  Sabetinelli,  repairing  chimneys 

of  Record  room  .  23  00 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  pipe .  2  00 

L.  H.  Barney,  coal  for  Record  room. . .  13  90 

Chas.  H.  Allen,  sealing  hay  scales  ....  1  00 

Chas.  H.  Allen,  repairs  at  town  hall 

and  Record  chimneys  .  10  00 

Chas.  H.  Allen,  repairs  on  Record  room 

roof  .  2  00 
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Chas.  H.  Allen,  care  of  lawn  and 

Record  room .  10  00 

Chas.  H.  Allen,  carfares  and  express. . .  3  48 

Chas.  H.  Allen,  postage  and  telephone  6  50 

Chas.  H.  Allen,  expenses  to  Boston  for 

record  books  and  Assessors’  business  3  00 

Chas.  H.  Allen,  letter  file  50  cents,  shelf 
50  cents,  oil  for  Record  room  30 

cents  .  1  30 

Chas.  H.  Allen,  expenses  to  Whitinsville 

to  Clerks’  meeting .  150 

L.  T.  Gaskill,  car  fare,  postage,  etc. . .  .  26  50 

-  $752  85 

BONDS  FOR  TAX  COLLECTOR  AND  TREASURER. 
H.  A.  Daniels .  $82  00 

SUPPORT  OF  POOR. 

Ordrs  to  Overseers  of  Poor .  $1,136  24 

SUPPORT  OF  SCHOOLS. 

Orders  to  School  Committee .  $5,025  00 

AUSTIN  WOOD  RELIEF  FUND. 

Austin  Wood  Relief  Fund .  $75  00 

The  Selectmen  report  the  liabilities  and  assets  of  the  town 
as  follows: 

Liabilities. 

5  New  school  building  notes,  $500  each  $2,500  00 

5  New  school  building  notes,  $150  each  750  00 

1  Note  anticipation  of  revenue . . .  1,500  00 

Collector’s  salary,  2  years  .  200  00 


$4,950  00 


13 


Assets. 

Due  from  State  account,  State  Aid  for 


1918  .  $216  00 

Due  from  State  account,  State  road  .  .  361  08 

Due  from  County  account,  State  road  .  .  361  08 

Due  from  one  estate .  202  02 

Due  from  Collector,  1916  .  3  60 

Due  from  Collector,  1917  .  659  71 

Due  from  Collector,  1918  .  3,312  47 

Cash  on  hand  .  1,078  59 

-  $6,194  55 


RECAPITULATION 


State  Road  .  $738  00 

Town  officers  .  768  18 

Moth  scout  .  281  72 

Street  lights  .  309  96 

Memorial  day .  55  00 

Old  cemetery  . 40  25 

Board  of  Health  .  135  09 

Fire  Department  .  278  88 

Tree  Warden .  47  10 

State  aid  .  216  00 

Taft  Public  Library  .  289  62 

Bond .  82  00 

Overseers  of  Poor  .  1,136  24 

Schools  .  5,025  00 

Roads  .  2,362  00 

Incidentals  .  1,071  21 

Sign  Board  .  11  13 


$12,847  38 


14 


LIST  OF  JURORS. 


George  E.  Phillips 
Herbert  J.  George 
Edward  A.  Whiting 
Andrew  J.  Byrne 
Smith  A.  Steere 
Charles  H.  Allen 
Arthur  V.  Pond 
Lyman  Cook 
Roy  A.  Barrows 
John  J.  B rough ey 
Felix  H.  Bibeau 
Daniel  H.  Barnes 
Stephen  E.  Broughey 


Plumber 

Manufacturer 

Machinist 

Farmer 

Farmer 

Carpenter 

Farmer 

Farmer 

Bookkeeper 

Mechanic 

Farmer 

Real  Estate  Agent 
Mechanic 


APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  1918. 


Support  of  Schools,  Transportation,  etc .  $5,000  00 

School  Physician  . 25  00 

Support  of  the  Poor .  1,500  00 

Roads  and  Bridges .  1,500  00 

Taft  Public  Library  .  250  00 

Interest  .  350  00 

Town  Debt  .  650  00 

Incidentals  .  800  00 

Salaries  of  Town  Officers  .  800  00 

Board  of  Health  . .  150  00 

Fire  Department,  including  forest  fires  .  100  00 

Tree  Warden  .  50  00 

Moth  Scout  .  300  00 

Street  Lights  . 310  00 
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Memorial  Day  .  55  00 

Highway  Repairs  in  Connection  with  State  Highway  500  00 

Care  of  Old  Cemetery  .  50  00 

Suppression  of  Liquor  Selling  .  50  00 

New  Street  Lights  .  155  00 

Town  Officers’  Bonds .  75  00 

New  Sign  Boards .  100  00 

Expenses  of  Road  Machinery .  25  00 


$12,795  00 


Respectfully  submitted, 

EDWARD  T.  POWERS, 
MOSES  U.  GASKILL, 
HENRY  W.  GASKILL, 


Selectmen  of  Mendon. 
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COLLECTOR’S  REPORT. 


1915. 

Dr. 

To  balance  uncollected  January  1,  1918  $18  20 

Interest  collected  .  6  73 

-  $24  93 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  Treasurer  .  $24  93 

-  $24  93 


1916. 

Dr. 

To  balance  uncollected  January  1,  1918  $337  76 

Interest  collected  .  41  04 

-  $378  80 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  Treasurer  .  $369  20 

Abatements  .  6  00 

Amount  uncollected  .  3  60 


$378  80 
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1917. 


Dr. 

To  balance  uncollected  January  1,  1918  $2,855  18 

Interest  received  .  85  29 

-  $2,940  47 


Cr. 


By  cash  paid  Treasurer 

Abatements  . 

Amount  uncollected  . 


$2,292  14 
26  47 
621  86 

-  $2,940  47 


1918. 

Dr. 

.  $13,741  00 
1,044  26 
21  45 

-  $14,806  71 


To  taxes  committed  for  collection.... 

Additional  assessments  . . 

Interest  received  . 


Cr. 


By  cash  paid  Treasurer 

Abatements  . 

Amount  uncollected 


$11,478  32 
15  92 
3,312  47 

-  $14,806  71 


Respectfully  submitted, 

LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 

Collector  of  Taxes. 


Mendon,  January  1st,  1919. 
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REPORT  OF  HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT. 


NORTH  AVENUE  STATE  ROAD. 
Gravel. 


Moses  U.  Gaskill  .  $1  30 

Henry  W.  Gaskill  .  2  40 

W.  F.  Irons .  5  60 

-  $9  30 

E.  S.  Farnum,  coal  .  $6  00 

H.  M.  Curtiss,  coal  .  16  63 

Milford  Steam  Roller .  27  50 

Hopedale  Steam  Roller  .  100  00 

E.  Sabatinelli,  culvert  .  10  00 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  drain  pipe .  1350 

-  $173  63 

Labor. 

Erie  Gaskill’s  man  .  $6  00 

W.  F.  Irons  .  100  00 

W.  F.  Irons’  man .  6  25 

Nils  J.  Carlstrom  .  6  00 

W.  L.  Cross .  114  00 

Moses  Coleman  .  1  50 

-  $233  75 

Teams. 

W.  F.  Irons  .  $175  50 

P.  T.  Kinsley  .  52  50 

Erie  Gaskill  .  70  00 

Joseph  Taylor  .  23  32 

-  $321  32 


3  r  o  o 
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PAY  ROLLS  ON  HIGHWAY  DEPARTMENT. 

Number  1  .  $48  75 

Number  2  .  56  25 

Number  3  .  13  25 

Number  4  .  104  25 

Number  5  .  107  50 

Number  6  .  97  00 

Number  7  .  129  00 

Number  8  .  121  50 

Number  9  .  89  25 

Number  10  .  88  50 

Number  11  .  74  00 

Number  12  .  70  50 

Number  13  .  28  00 

Number  14  .  90  50 

Number  15  .  39  25 

Number  16  .  89  00 

Number  17  .  138  50 

Number  18  .  98  50 

Number  19  .  87  00 

Number  20  .  80  50 

Number  21  .  51  25 

Number  22  .  101  00 

Number  23  .  36  75 

Number  24  .  60  25 

-  $1,900  25 


Wm.  A.  Barry,  repairs,  etc .  $8  15 

Henry  W.  Gaskill,  labor  .  7  00 

Harold  Steere,  labor  .  1  25 

G.  G.  Davenport,  labor  .  10  00 

W.  G.  Larkin,  Labor  .  1  50 
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Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  shovels .  975 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  plank .  60  00 

M.  &  U.  St.  Railway,  gravel  and  labor  194  50 

Geo.  R.  Whiting,  plank  .  2050 

Staples  &  Gould,  spikes .  3  60 

J.  Byrne,  repairs  on  road  .  7  00 

E.  Sabatinelli,  labor  .  21  15 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  spikes .  4  30 

Uxbridge  Furniture  Co.,  spikes .  3  00 

J.  F.  Southwick,  labor  .  27  00 

Gravel  .  29  80 

Wm.  Robinson  &  Sons,  team  and  labor.  .  53  25 


$461  75 
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REPORT  OF  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 


The  Overseers  of  the  Poor  submit  the  following  report  for 
the  municipal  year  ending  Jan.  1,  1919. 

RESOURCES. 


Appropriation  .  $1,500  00 

EXPENDITURES 

Town  of  Milford,  support  of  one  person  $54  87 

Burial  of  one  person .  35  00 

Transportation  .  32  00 

Doctors  and  medicine .  64  83 

Clothing  .  10  50 

Support  of  seven  persons  having  settle¬ 
ment  in  Mendon  .  939  04 

-  $1,136  24 

Unexpended . $363  76 


Respectfully  submitted, 

EDWARD  T.  POWERS, 
MOSES  U.  GASKILL, 
HENRY  W.  GASKILL, 


Overseers  of  Poor. 


22 


REPORT  OF  TOWN  CLERK. 


DOGS  LICENSED  IN  1918. 


87  male  dogs... 

11  female  dogs 

Clerk’s  fees . 

$209  40 


.$174  00 
55  00 

- $229 
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BIRTHS  REGISTERED  IN  1918. 


Date  of 
Birth 

1917. 
July  20 

1918. 
Jan.  30 
Mar.  6 

Mar.  26 
Apr.  14 

Apr.  24 
May  26 

June  29 
July  25 

Sept.  8 
Dec.  28 


Parents  with  Maiden 

Name  of  Child.  Name  of  Mother. 


Joseph  S.  Leoncini,  Luigi  Leoncini  and  Ammunciatta 

Simonelli. 

Elliott  William  Brown,  Francis  S.  and  Beatrice  Irene  Corvie. 
Dwight  Judson 

Davenport,  George  G.  and  Emma  Randlett. 
Florence  Getti,  Antonio  and  Mary  Tognetti. 

Kenneth  Searles 

Hartshorn,  Samuel  E.  D.  and  Alice  Holbrook. 
Mafalda  Givolamo,  Elce  and  Cecelia  Travelini. 

Barbara  Lenise 

Smethurst,  Edward  and  Ida  M.  Stacy. 

Marie  Orise  Lamothe,  Joseph  and  Sophia  Lavivieve. 

Ercole  Luigi 

Sabattinelli,  Ercole  and  Paulino  Bergoli. 

Male. 

Arthur  Joseph 

Bouchard,  Neve  Joseph  and  Delina  Jacques. 


§§ 
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MARRIAGES  REGISTERED  IN  1918. 


Date  of 


Marriage. 

Name  of  Groom  and  Bride. 

Residence. 

1918. 
May  4 

George  Hazard  Crooker, 

Providence,  R.  I. 

Harriett  Eliza  Phillips, 

Mendon,  Mass. 

June  26 

Ernest  Perry  Wood, 

Mendon,  Mass. 

Millicent  Hudson, 

Uxbridge,  Mass. 

Aug.  22 

Eugene  Warren  Cole, 

Mendon,  Mass. 

Alice  Emily  Cadwell, 

Mendon,  Mass. 

Sept.  4 

Chester  Clark  Shattuck, 

Mendon,  Mass. 

Edith  Ernestine  Kinsley, 

Mendon,  Mass. 

Nov.  9 

Charles  F.  Leonard, 

Mendon,  Mass. 

Hazel  Benvie, 

Meriden,  Conn. 

DEATHS  REGISTERED  IN  1918. 


Date  of 

Age. 

Death. 

Name. 

Y. 

M. 

D. 

1918. 

» 

Jan.  2 

Helen  Maria  Mather  Taft, 

81 

10 

20 

Jan.  30 

Alcy  A.  E.  Ellis, 

71 

4 

7 

Feb.  12 

Emeline  Jane  Tucker  Moores, 

74 

11 

16 

Feb.  18 

Ada  A.  Williams, 

66 

6 

14 

Feb.  28 

Thomas  Pierce, 

78 

1 

Apr.  1 

Margaret  Whiting, 

61 

4 

10 

May  6 

Elizabeth  Fletcher, 

66 

0 

4 

May  6 

Edwin  Sidney  Dolliff, 

32 

8 

2 

May  7 

Ellen  Barr  DeLand  Taft, 

77 

10 

9 

May  10 

Irvin  0.  Rhodes, 

63 

12 

June  15 

Alice  Morris, 

78 

Sept.  3 

Louis  Sabattinelli, 

1 

9 

Oct.  18 

Lester  Everett  Cook, 

26 

2 

24 

Oct.  19 

Emile  Thiebault, 

14 

1 

28 

Oct.  22 

Robert  James  Hoggarth, 

36 

Oct.  4 

Alphie  Tancrelle, 

76 

Oct.  4 

George  Jackson, 

18 

Nov.  11 

Benjamin  Henry  Eldridge, 

21 

9 

18 

Dec.  24 

Samuel  Alonzo  Brown, 

60 

4 

8 

Dec.  28 

Wilhelmina  R.  Cook, 

66 

5 

15 

Dec.  28 

Catherine  Cunningham, 

85 

24 


If  errors  or  omissions  are  discovered  in  the  lists  of  births, 
marriages  or  deaths,  report  them  to  the  Town  Clerk  that  the  record 
may  be  corrected. 

Blanks  for  the  return  of  all  vital  records  can  be  obtained  of 
the  town  clerk. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  H.  ALLEN, 

Town  Clerk. 


Mendon,  Jan.  1,  1919. 
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THE  THIRTY-EIGHTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 
OF  THE 

TAFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


It  was  to  be  expected  that  the  work  of  the  library  would  be 
more  or  less  interfered  with  as  a  result  of  the  war  and  the  great 
variety  of  extra  duties  incident  thereto.  The  influenza  was  an¬ 
other  disturbing  factor,  making  it  necessary  to  close  the  library 
for  several  weeks  just  at  the  time  people  were  resuming  their 
winter  reading  habits.  The  schools  were  closed  at  the  same  time 
which  doubtless  reduced  their  patronage.  On  the  whole  it  is  a 
source  of  congratulation  that  the  circulation  of  the  library  was 
not  reduced  more  than  it  was. 

The  card  catalogue  has  been  greatly  improved  under  the 
direction  of  the  State  Library  Commission.  Much  of  the  actual 
work  was  done  by  the  high  school  pupils,  furnishing  them  valu¬ 
able  experience  and  giving  them  an  insight  into  library  manage¬ 
ment. 

The  catalogue  as  it  now  stands  is  complete  and  up  to  date, 
embracing  author,  subject  and  title.  Every  patron  of  the  library 
will  find  it  very  helpful  when  once  familiar  with  its  use,  accord¬ 
ingly  every  young  person  is  urged  to  master  its  details.  Card 
catalogues  are  practically  the  same  in  principle  in  all  libraries, 
and  it  is  well  worth  while  to  know  how  to  use  them.  When  in  the 
course  of  events  one  finds  employment  in  a  strange  town  or  city, 
he  will  naturally  spend  much  of  his  spare  time  in  the  public  libra¬ 
ry.  It  will  then  be  a  great  convenience  to  him  to  be  familiar 
with  the  general  features  of  library  procedure.  The  library  will 
be  of  far  greater  use  to  him  and  he  will  feel  much  more  at  home 
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in  it.  He  will  escape  the  necessity  of  asking  so  many  questions 
which  is  always  accompanied  by  a  sense  of  humiliation. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  librarian  was  informed  by 
the  Library  Commission  that  not  so  many  juveniles  as  usual 
could  be  supplied  by  the  State.  Feeling  that  this  important  de¬ 
partment  should  be  the  last  to  suffer,  the  needed  juveniles  were 
purchased  from  local  funds.  If  it  is  discovered  that  fewer  ad¬ 
ditions  have  been  made  to  other  departments  than  usual,  this  will 
explain  the  shortage. 

The  importance  of  forming  reading  habits  early  in  life  can 
not  be  over  emphasized.  To  this  end  the  closest  co-operation  be¬ 
tween  the  library  and  the  schools  is  necessary.  As  a  rule  this  is 
not  lacking.  Probably  the  greatest  danger  is  that  the  schools  will 
place  far  too  high  an  estimate  upon  the  value  of  text  books  and 
very  much  too  low  an  estimate  upon  the  value  of  other  books. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

EDWARD  T.  POWERS, 
EDWIN  L.  WILSON, 

F.  G.  ATWELL, 


Trustees  of  Taft  Public  Library. 
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LIBRARIAN’S  REPORT. 


To  the  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public  Library: — 

The  circulation  for  the  year  was  5105.  The  largest  for  one 
week  was  190,  the  smallest  76,  the  average  111.  The  circulation 
by  classes  was  as  follows  :  fiction,  3315;  magazines,  1298;  bound 
magazines,  22  ;  biography,  140 ;  travel,  45  ;  history,  88  ;  literature, 
63;  useful  and  fine  arts,  78;  science,  26;  all  others,  30. 

The  library  now  contains  5461  volumes.  145  have  been  ad¬ 
ded  the  past  year.  64  were  bought  by  the  town,  16  were  bound 
magazines,  and  65  were  given  as  follows :  Massachusetts  Library 
Commission,  48;  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  13;  Emile 
Carbonnel,  1 ;  J.  K.  Smyth,  1 ;  R.  F.  Taft,  1 ;  anonymously 
given,  1. 

The  library  subscribes  for  the  Century,  Harper’s  Monthly, 
Scribner’s,  National  Geographic,  Field  and  Stream,  Illustrated 
World,  Scientific  American,  St.  Nicholas,  Ladies’  Home  Journal, 
and  Woman’s  Home  Companion.  The  Library  Commission  gives 
us  the  World’s  Work,  Good  Housekeeping,  Public  Libraries, 
Popular  Mechanics  and  American  Boy. 

$10.80  was  received  for  fines. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LENA  W.  GEORGE, 

Librarian. 

Mendon,  Jan.  1,  1919. 
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BOOKS  ADDED  IN  1918. 

Fiction : — 

Amazing  Interlude.  M.  R.  Rinehart. 

American  Family.  H.  R.  Webster. 

Autumn  Sowing.  E.  F.  Benson. 

Best  Short  Stories  of  1917.  E.  J.  O’Brien,  ed. 
Boardman  Family.  M.  E.  Watts. 

Enchanted  Barn.  G.  L.  H.  Lutz. 

Flying  Teuton.  Alice  Brown. 

Foe-Farrell.  A.  A.  Couch. 

Greatheart.  E.  M.  Dell. 

Green  Mirror.  Hugh  Walpole. 

His  Second  Wife.  Ernest  Poole. 

Home  Fires  in  France.  Dorothy  Canfield. 

Joan  and  Peter.  H.  G.  Wells. 

Lord  Tony’s  Wife.  Baroness  Orczy. 

Lydia  of  the  Pines.  Honore  Willsie. 

Magnificent  Ambersons.  Booth  Tarkington. 

Martial  Adventures  of  Henry  and  Me.  W.  A.  White. 
My  Antonia.  Willa  Cather. 

Oh  Money!  Money!  E.  H.  Porter. 

Parnassus  on  Wheels.  C.  Morley. 

Shavings.  J.  C.  Lincoln. 

Standard  Bearers.  Katherine  Mayo. 

Star  in  the  Window.  O.  H.  Prouty. 

Statue  in  the  Wood.  Richard  Pryce. 

Tales  of  the  Great  War.  Henry  Humbolt. 

U.  P.  Trail.  Zane  Grey. 

Wire  Devils.  F.  L.  Packard. 

Years  for  Rachel.  Bertha  Ruck. 

Juveniles : — 

About  Harriet.  C.  W.  Hunt. 

Adventures  of  Prickly  Porky.  T.  W.  Burgess. 

Archer  and  the  Prophet.  E.  A.  Brown. 

Belgian  Twins.  L.  F.  Perkins. 
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Blue  Aunt.  E.  O.  White. 

Blue  Fairy  Book.  Andrew  Lang. 

Chick  a  dee-dee.  L.  W.  Sanderson. 

Counterpane  Fairy.  K.  Pyle. 

Curly-haired  Hen.  A.  Vimar. 

Dandelion  Cottage.  C.  W.  Rankin. 

English  Fairy  Tales.  John  Jacobs. 

The  Flag.  F.  N.  Greene. 

Four  Travellers  in  South  America.  M.  H.  Wade. 

French  Twins.  L.  F.  Perkins. 

Isabel  Carleton’s  Year.  Margaret  Ashmun. 

Lady  Jane.  Mrs.  C.  V.  Jamieson. 

Little  Allies.  B.  F.  R.  Hale. 

Little  Book  of  the  Flag.  C.  M.  Tappan. 

Little  House  in  the  Woods.  C.  W.  Hunt. 

Little  Miss  Phoebe  Gay.  H.  D.  Brown. 

Lone  Bull’s  Mistake.  J.  W.  Schultz. 

Maid  of  ’76.  E.  B.  and  A.  A.  Knipe. 

My  Country’s  Voice.  F.  N.  Greene. 

Our  Patriots.  W.  F.  Gordy. 

Peep-in-the  World.  Crichton. 

Prince  and  His  Ants.  Luigi  Bertelli. 

Puck  of  Pook’s  Hill.  Rudyard  Kipling. 

Robinson  Crusoe.  Daniel  Defoe. 

The  Sampo.  James  Baldwin. 

Strange  Stories  of  the  Great  Valley.  Johnston  Grosvenor. 
The  Substitute.  Walter  Camp. 

Tales  of  Wonder.  K.  D.  Wiggin. 

Tom  Strong.  A.  B.  Mason. 

Uncle  Remus  Returns.  J.  C.  Harris. 

Village  Shield.  R.  Gaines  and  G.  W.  Read. 

When  I  was  a  Boy  in  Roumania.  J.  S.  Van  Teslaar. 

When  I  Was  a  Girl  in  Holland.  Cornelia  de  Groot. 
Wonder  of  War  in  the  Air.  F.  Rolt  Wheeler. 

Wonder  of  War  on  Land.  F.  Rolt  Wheeler. 
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Non-Fiction : — 

All  In  It.  Ian  Hay. 

Atlantic  Classics.  C.  S.  Thomas,  ed. 

Atlantic  Narratives.  C.  S.  Thomas,  ed. 

Campcraft.  W.  H.  Miller. 

Carry  On.  Coningsby  Dawson. 

Christian  Certainties  of  Belief..  J.  K.  Smyth. 

Confessions  of  the  Czarina.  Paul  Vassili. 

Crumps.  Louis  Keene. 

Essays  and  Essay  Writing.  W.  M.  Tanner. 

Fighting  Starvation  in  Belgium.  Vernon  Kellogg. 

Flying  Yankee.  “Flight.” 

Garden  Steps.  Ernest  Cobb. 

General  Foch.  R.  M.  Johnston. 

Great  Crime.  J.  S.  Willmore. 

Headquarters  Nights.  Vernon  Kellogg. 

Modern  European  History.  C.  D.  Hazen. 

Mother  and  Her  Child.  W.  S.  and  L.  K.  Sadler. 

My  Boy  in  Khaki.  D.  T.  Lutes. 

My  Home  in  the  Field  of  Mercy.  F.  W.  Huard. 

Over  Periscope  Pond.  E.  S.  Root  and  M.  Crocker. 
Outwitting  the  Hun.  Pat  O’Brien. 

Over  There  With  the  Australians.  R.  H.  Knyvett. 

Private  Peat.  H.  R.  Peat. 

Student  at  Arms.  Donald  Hankey. 

Sulzer’s  Short  Speeches.  Wm.  Sulzer. 

Wheatless  and  Meatless  Days.  P.  Conklin. 

Winged  Warfare.  W.  A.  Bishop. 

New  International  Encyclopaedia.  22  Vols. 

Vital  Records  of  Charlemont,  Cohasset,  Hardwick,  Har¬ 
vard,  Milford,  Northbridge,  Salem,  Stoneham,  Wind¬ 
sor,  Carlisle,  Shirley,  West  Newbury  and  Westport. 
Century  Magazine,  1915-16.  3  Vols. 

Harper’s  Magazine,  1914-15.  2  Vols. 

Outing  Magazine.  1914-15.  2  Vols. 

Geographic  Magazine.  1914-16.  6  Vols. 

St.  Nicholas  Magazine.  1915-16.  3  Vols. 
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Finance  Committee  Report. 


The  Finance  Committee  of  the  Taft  Public  Library  submit 
the  following  report  for  the  year  ending  Jan.  1,  1919. 

Resources. 

Appropriation  .  $250  00 

Balance  from  last  year  .  37  70 

Fines  .  10  80 

-  $298  50 

Expenditures. 

Lena  W.  George,  librarian .  $100  00 

E.  L.  Wilson,  janitor  .  3  75 

H.  W.  Wilson  Co.,  Reader’s  Guide  ....  4  00 

James  Brown  &  Son,  binding  books.  ...  29  45 

Atlantic  Monthly,  books .  293 

Moore  and  Shat  tuck,  oil  .  .  . .  13 

E.  F.  Driscoll,  subscription,  magazines  13  50 

E.  H.  Taft,  wood .  8  00 

Atlantic  Monthly,  subs.,  magazine  ....  90 

New  Educational  Union,  books  .  37  71 

Lena  W.  George,  cash  for  express  ....  1  90 

Jacob  R.  Brown,  janitor  and  labor  ....  16  00 

Old  Corner  Book  Store,  books .  24  81 

E.  F.  Driscoll,  subscriptions,  mlagazines  6  70 

Old  Corner  Book  Store,  books, .  10  94 

H.  W.  Wilson  Co.,  subs.  Reader’s  Guide  6  00 

H.  M.  Curtiss,  coal  .  12  40 

Jacob  R.  Brown,  janitor  .  10  50 

-  $289  62 

Balance  . .* .  $8  88 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LYMAN  COOK, 

EDWARD  T.  POWERS, 

Finance  Committee. 
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AUDITOR’S  REPORT. 


I  have  examined  the  accounts  of  all  the  Town  Officers  who 
have  received  or  disbursed  funds  belonging  to  the  town  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  January  1,  1919,  and  find  them  correctly  kept 
and  with  proper  vouchers. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEO.  M.  TAFT, 


Auditor. 
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REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 


The  School  Committee  submits  the  following  report  for  the 
year  ending  Jan.  1,  1919. 

RESOURCES. 

Balance,  Jan.  1,  1918  .  $27  86 

Appropriation .  5,000  00 

Appropriation  for  School  Physician  ...  25  00 

From  State  of  Mass.  Income  School  Fund  1,015  98 

From  State  of  Mass.,  Tuition .  108  00 

From  State  of  Mass.,  Ass’t.  in  High 

School  .  500  00 

From  State  of  Mass.,  tuition  at  Indus¬ 
trial  school  .  46  61 

From  City  of  Boston  . 37  50 

From  F.  J.  Dutcher,  Superintendent...  375  00 

From  County  Treasurer,  dog  tax .  175  20 

-  $7,311  15 

EXPENDITURES. 

Teachers  .  $3,818  80 

Superintendent  .  675  00 

Transportation  .  880  81 

Fuel .  799  58 

Care  of  rooms  .  389  02 

Text  books  and  supplies  .  164  74 

Incidentals  .  420  74 

School  Physician  .  25  00 


Balance 


$7,173  69 
$137  46 
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Teachers. 

Charles  P.  Steward .  $600  00 

Herbert  A.  Wisbey  .  487  50 

Helen  M.  McKay  .  397  50 

Caroline  Stearns  .  225  00 

Agnes  M.  Fraser .  252  00 

Beatrice  Taft  .  168  00 

Verena  S.  Daley .  399  00 

Gladys  I.  Barry .  252  00 

Mary  E.  Dudley  .  469  00 

Maria  E.  Allen  .  381  50 

Hannah  G.  Wilcox .  83  60 

Gertrude  Arey  .  62  00 

Louisa  Snow .  41  70 

-  $3,818  80 

Superintendent. 

F.  G.  Atwell  .  $675  00 

Transportation. 

Milford  &  Uxbridge  St.  Ry.  Co .  $268  56 

J.  F.  Leonard  . 355  00 

Leonard  E.  Taft  .  168  00 

Herbert  J.  George  .  64  00 

Geo.  M.  Taft .  24  00 

W.  G.  Larkin .  1  25 

-  $880  81 

Fuel. 

H.  M.  Curtiss  Coal  Co .  $751  58 

Henry  W.  Gaskill  .  10  00 

C.  A.  Fletcher  .  38  00 

-  $799  58 


37 


Care  of  Rooms. 

Jacob  R.  Brown  .  $323  50 

Maria  E.  Allen  .  16  50 

Minnie  F.  Thayer .  33  50 

Mary  Miqst  .  15  52 

-  $389  02 

Text  Books  and  Supplies. 

E.  E.  Babb  &  Co .  $12  49 

American  Book  Co .  37  41 

Ginn  &  Co .  6  30 

Eldredge  Entertainment  Co .  120 

D.  C.  Heath  &  Co .  18  05 

J.  L.  Hammett  &  Co .  72  15 

Hale  Book  Co .  3  39 

Dowling  Supply  Co .  2  00 

Chas.  Scribner  &  Sons .  66 

Houghton  Mifflin  &  Co .  3  20 

S.  A.  Eastman  &  Co .  2  50 

Riverside  Press  Co .  5  39 

-  $164  74 

School  Physician. 

Dr.  K.  A.  Campbell .  $25  00 

Incidentals. 

Jacob  R.  Brown,  oiling  floors,  setting 

glass,  labor  and  supplies  .  $30  00 

Clarence  A.  Taft,  cash  paid  H.  L. 

Patrick  for  lawn  mower,  broom  and 

snow  shovel  .  667 

J.  Stuart  Cox,  drawing  coal,  E.  Mendon  2  50 
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E.  T.  Powers,  labor  and  supplies  fur¬ 

nished  .  36  36 

Staples  &  Gould,  glass,  curtain  cord, 

screws,  nails,  etc .  1096 

Moore  &  Shattuck,  broom,  brush,  pail, 

soap,  etc .  2  57 

Percy  T.  Kinsley,  drawing  coal,  Centre  33  00 

H.  C.  Forbes,  lettering  diplomas .  2  75 

Town  of  Hopedale,  dustless  brush  ....  3  75 

F.  G.  Atwell,  trips  to  Boston,  telephone, 

express  and  cash  paid .  36  84 

Pierre  Norman,  sawing  wood  .  4  25 

Reformatory  for  Women,  flags  .  4  80 

Middlesex  House  of  Correction,  3  mats  20  80 

Waters  &  Hynes,  labor  on  Centre  build¬ 
ing  .  9  00 

Avery  &  Woodbury  Co.,  shades  and 

rollers  .  8  55 

Milford  Journad  Co.,  graduation  pro¬ 
grams  .  4  75 

T.  E.  Morse  Co.,  painting  at  E.  Mendon  72  96 

J.  J.  Gibbs,  denatured  alcohol .  1  35 

Walter  A.  Gaskill,  gravel  and  sand  ....  5  25 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  air  valves .  2  25 

H.  S.  Chadbourne,  glass,  floor  oil  brush¬ 
es,  screws,  storm  window  fasteners  21  98 

A.  W.  Hastings  Co.,  storm  windows.  . .  50  50 

Samuel  W.  Wood,  labor  and  supplies  at 

Centre  .  12  50 

J.  H.  Dudley,  services  at  church,  gradua¬ 
tion  .  2  00 

Sumner  Allen,  labor  at  Albeville .  3  10 

Lyman  Cook,  taking  census,  labor,  at¬ 
tending  district  meeting,  and  cash 

paid  .  14  90 

Clarence  A.  Taft,  cleaning  vaults,  at¬ 
tending  district  meeting,  mowing 
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play  ground,  oil,  spreading  gravel 

and  salary  .  16  40 


$420  74 


Respectfully  submitted, 

LYMAN  COOK, 

CLARENCE  A.  TAFT, 

FREEMAN  C.  LOWELL, 

School  Committee. 


Mendon,  Jan.  8,  1919. 


40 


SUPERINTENDENT’S  REPORT 


To  the  School  Committee  of  Mendon  : — 

The  twenty-fifth  annual  report  of  the  superintendent  of 
schools  is  herewith  presented. 

Teachers. 

There  was  almost  an  entirely  new  corps  of  teachers  at  the 
beginning  of  the  school  year,  only  two  of  the  former  teachers  re¬ 
maining.  Of  course  we  were  sorry,  but  not  surprised,  that  Mr. 
Steward  and  Miss  McKay  went  to  other  fields  of  labor.  We 
hardly  expected  that  two  teachers  could  fit  into  their  places  quite 
so  well  as  the  present  principal  and  assistant,  but  Mr.  Wisbey  and 
Miss  Stearns  are  close  seconds.  I  think  if  they  remain  the  second 
year,  it  will  be  hard  to  say  under  which  adminitsration  the  high 
school  has  been  better  cared  for. 

Mendon’ s  valuation  is  under  one  million  dollars,  and  there¬ 
fore  the  town  does  not  come  under  the  new  minimum  salary  law. 
If  the  law  is  not  changed  so  as  to  include  all  towns,  it  may  be 
advisable  for  us  to  increase  salaries,  regardless  of  the  law.  When 
we  have  to  secure  new  teachers,  we  can  not  fill  Miss  Dudley’s 
place  at  any  figure;  neither  can  we  get  outside  teachers  to  take 
Miss  Taft’s  place,  Mrs.  Daley’s,  or  Mrs.  Allen’s,  at  the  same 
salary.  It  is  only  through  the  fact  that  we  have  local  teachers 
whom  we  can  employ  and  who  for  one  reason  or  another  wish  to 
teach  at  home,  that  we  succeed  in  filling  our  vacancies  at  so  low 
a  price.  Without  doubt  a  teacher  can  afford  to  teach  at  home  at 
a  little  lower  salary  than  she  can  away  from  home,  but  it  is  a 
question  whether  the  town  can  justly  take  advantage  of  this  and 
claim  all  the  apparent  saving.  We  have  good  teachers  in  all 
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these  places  and  we  ought  to  be  generous  enough  in  the  matter  of 
salaries  to  keep  them. 


Influenza. 

It  became  necessary  to  close  the  schools  for  five  weeks  on 
account  of  the  prevailing  epidemic.  Undoubtedly  the  wrork  of 
the  schools  has  been  more  or  less  retarded  by  this  loss  of  time,  but 
there  was  no  choice  in  the  matter,  for  if  they  had  not  been  closed, 
very  few  pupils  would  have  attended. 

Almost  every  possible  scheme  for  making  up  the  time  has 
been  adopted  by  various  towns.  Some  will  make  up  all  the  time, 
others  none  of  it,  and  still  others,  varying  portions  of  it.  Some 
are  making  up  the  time  by  lengthening  the  school  day,  some  by 
teaching  what  otherwise  would  be  vacation,  some  will  add  a  week 
to  the  end  of  the  year,  and  a  few  have  taught  Saturdays.  We 
tried  the  last  experiment  in  Mendon,  and  while  every  one  con¬ 
cerned  was  very  kind  about  the  matter,  I  should  not  recommend  it 
again. 

So  far  as  I  know  every  teacher  in  the  state  will  be  paid  for  a 
full  year’s  time ;  in  most  of  the  towns  without  any  question. 
Those  committees  who  thought  they  saw  a  chance  to  avoid  mak¬ 
ing  full  payment,  very  soon  changed  their  minds  in  deference  to 
public  opinion.  Our  teachers  are  holding  themselves  in  readiness 
to  do  a  full  year’s  work  in  return  for  a  full  year’s  pay. 


War  Activities. 

When  Mr.  Whiting,  in  behalf  of  the  Alumni,  gave  a  beauti¬ 
ful  tablet  in  memory  of  those  who  represented  the  high  school 
in  the  service  of  their  country,  he  gave  what  seemed  to  be  amply 
large  enough  for  the  purpose.  The  fact  that  it  will  require  near¬ 
ly  as  much  more  space  for  the  names  proves  that  the  patriotism 
of  the  Mendon  high  school  boys  is  genuine. 

The  pupils  in  the  grades  as  well  as  in  the  high  school  joined 
the  Junior  Red  Cross,  100  per  cent,  strong,  and  have  done  splen¬ 
did  work  under  the  supervision  of  Miss  Beatrice  Taft,  Mrs. 
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Albion  Gaskill,  and  Miss  Anna  Pond.  The  schools  have  also 
been  generous  purchasers  of  thrift  stamps  and  liberty  bonds. 

School  Luncheons. 

The  school  luncheon  constitutes  a  subject  which  is  being 
agitated  everywhere,  both  by  the  agricultural  department  at 
Washington  and  by  state  organizations.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
some  provision  for  serving  a  hot  lunch  would  be  conducive  to 
the  health  and  welfare  of  the  children ;  even  if  the  pupils  have 
nothing  but  hot  cocoa  or  soup,  it  would  be  much  better  than  an 
entirely  cold  dinner.  Such  luncheons  are  usually  conducted  on 
the  co-operative  plan,  and  just  enough  is  charged  to  pay  expenses. 
Some  of  the  mothers  might  take  turns  in  supervising  the  lunch¬ 
eons,  or  possibly  the  larger  girls  could  take  entire  charge.  The 
largest  item  of  expense  would  be  an  oil  stove,  and  the  room  used 
would  probably  be  the  basement.  Perhaps  a  fireless  cooker  could 
be  arranged  to  keep  articles  hot  that  have  been  cooked  at  home. 
These  suggestions  are  made  for  the  consideration  of  parents  who 
may  be  interested  in  the  subject,  and  would  like  to  co-operate  in 
some  plan  which  would  provide  something  for  those  children  who 
are  obliged  to  eat  cold  dinners. 

No-School  Signals. 

When  I  first  came  to  this  district,  there  was  no  storm  signal 
here ;  in  fact,  none  has  been  agreed  upon,  even  now.  I  was  told 
that  the  population  was  so  scattered  that  it  would  be  difficult  to 
reach  all  the  pupils  by  any  signal  that  might  be  given.  There¬ 
fore  at  that  time  everyone  expected  school  to  keep  in  all  kinds  of 
weather,  and  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  attendance  was  very  much 
better  on  stormy  days  than  it  is  now.  Whether  the  rules  were  too 
strict  then  or  too  lax  now,  I  leave  for  the  parents  to  say. 

There  certainly  are  days  when  the  weather  is  too  severe  for 
either  teacher  or  pupils  to  try  to  get  out.  If  some  arrangement 
could  be  made  by  which  a  few  strokes  could  be  given  on  the  bell 
of  the  church,  and  a  few  parties  be  willing  to  take  the  responsibil- 
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ity  to  notify  those  pupils  in  their  vicinity,  it  would  be  a  great 
convenience  to  all  concerned.  People  would  then  know  whether 
there  would  or  would  not  be  a  school.  It  might  be  well  to  de¬ 
cide  upon  a  general  policy  for  the  average  year  which  would  re¬ 
sult  in  about  three  storm  signals  during  the  school  year,  or  a 
policy  which  would  be  a  little  more  liberal. 


Prizes. 

The  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  resumed  the 
practice  of  offering  a  prize  of  two  dollars  and  a  half  in  gold,  for 
the  best  historical  essay  from  the  high  school ;  and  a  like  prize 
was  offered  to  the  grades.  The  practice  is  very  much  appreciated 
by  the  schools,  for  it  stimulates  an  interest  in  history  and  in 
English  composition.  The  high  school  prize  was  won  by  Ralph 
Cook  and  the  grade  prize  by  Florence  Bagg.  The  second  Patrick 
prize  was  taken  by  Lloyd  Whiting. 

What  Medical  Inspection  Has  Revealed. 

In  case  a  child  fails  to  make  satisfactory  progress  in  his 
studies,  it  is  not  fair  to  disclaim  all  responsibility  by  asserting 
that  he  is  dull.  It  is  probably  quite  true  that  there  is  something 
wrong  with  him,  but  I  would  avoid  calling  him  dull  when  some 
other  diagnosis  may  be  much  nearer  the  truth. 

In  a  nearby  city  when  medical  inspection  went  into  effect, 
a  boy  was  found  who  was  totally  blind  in  one  eye,  and  neither  he 
nor  his  parents  nor  his  teachers  had  ever  suspected  any  visual 
weakness.  Many  pupils  were  found  to  be  unable  to  see  anything 
which  was  explained  from  the  blackboard.  Equally  serious  de¬ 
fects  of  hearing  were  discovered.  I  have  had  several  pupils  re¬ 
ported  to  me  as  slow,  dull,  or  even  worse,  when  the  real  trouble 
was  caused  by  adenoids.  Their  minds  were  perfectly  normal,  as 
was  clearly  demonstrated  by  performing  the  proper,  slight  surgi¬ 
cal  operation.  These  are  but  a  few  of  the  illustrations  that  might 
be  given  to  show  that  physical  handicaps  are  often  mistaken  for 
mental  defects.  Many  a  child  is  lazy,  indifferent,  or  uninterested 
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in  the  things  offered  him  in  school.  Many  pupils  are  under 
nourished,  others  are  overworked,  and  sometimes  a  pupil  may  be 
indifferently  taught.  Now  and  then  one  is  positively  subnormal, 
but  we  are  in  great  danger  of  failing  to  discriminate  between  a 
physical  and  a  mental  defect.  It  is  a  serious  matter  to  call  a 
boy  stupid  when  his  trouble  is  wholly  physical  and  not  at  all 
mental.  Those  who  have  made  the  most  careful  study  of  this 
matter  now  prefer  to  speak  of  the  unreached  child  or  the  child 
of  slow  development  rather  than  the  dull  or  stupid  child.  A 
large  amount  of  scientific  testing  of  the  intelligence  of  children 
has  been  done  in  recent  years.  All  of  these  tests  demonstrate  that 
“school  ability  is  no  criterion  for  judging  a  child’s  intelligence.” 
Not  long  ago  a  careful  study  was  made  of  400  backward  children 
in  the  schools  of  London.  While  all  of  these  were  backward  in 
their  school  work,  over  90  per  cent,  of  them  were  found  to  be  of 
perfectly  normal  mental  capacity.  It  is  very  evident  that  this 
class  of  children  has  been  almost  completely  misunderstood  and 
cruelly  misjudged. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

F.  G.  ATWELL, 
Superintendent  of  Schools. 


February  4,  1919. 
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TEACHERS  AND  SALARIES,  JANUARY,  1919. 


SCHOOLS. 

TEACHERS. 

SALARIES 

PER 

MONTH. 

PREPARATION. 

High, 

Herbert  A.  Wisbey, 

$130  00 

Rhode  Island  State  Col. 

Assistant, 

Caroline  E.  Stearns, 

60  00 

Mt.  Holyoke  College. 

Grammar, 

Beatrice  Taft, 

48  00 

Framingham  Normal. 

Intermediate, 

Verena  Daley, 

48  '0 

Mendon  High  School. 

Primary, 

Mary  E.  Dudley, 

56  00 

Mendon  High  School. 

East  Mendon, 

Gertrude  Rhodes, 

45  60 

Franklin  High  School, 

A  lbeeville. 

Maria  Allen, 

48  00 

Wareham  High  School. 

Music, 

Mrs.  F.  B.  Arey, 

Private  Instruction. 

SCHOOL  CALENDAR,  1918-1919. 


SCHOOLS. 

SCHOOL 

FALL 

TERM. 

WINTER  TERM. 

SPRING  TERM. 

YEAR. 

Opens. 

Closes. 

Opens. 

Closes. 

Opens. 

Closes. 

High  School, 
Grades, 

40  weeks 
36  weeks 

1918 
Sept.  3 
Sept.  9 

1918 

Dec.  22 
Dec.  22 

1918  ~ 
Dec.  30 
Jan. 16 
1919 

1919 

March  21 
March  14 

1919 

March  31 
March  31 

1919 
June  20 
June  13 

Holidays : — 

Labor  Day,  Columbus  Day,  Thanksgiving  Day  and  Friday 
following,  January  1,  February  22,  April  19,  and  May  30. 


SCHOOL  CALENDAR,  1919-1920. 


SCHOOLS. 

SCHOOL 

FALL 

TFRM. 

WINTER 

TERM. 

SPRING  TERM. 

YEAR. 

Opens. 

Closes. 

Opens. 

Closes. 

Opens. 

Closes. 

High  School, 
Grades, 

40  weeks. 
36  weeks. 

1919 
Sept.  2 
Sept.  8 

1919 
Dec.  19 
Dec.  19 

1919 
Dec  29 
Jan.  15 
_ 1920.  _ 

1920 

March  19 
March  12 

1920 

March  29 
March  29 

1920 
June  18 
June  11 

Holidays : — 

Labor  Day,  Columbus  Day,  Thanksgiving  Day  and  Friday 
following,  January  1,  February  22,  April  19,  and  May  30. 
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ATTENDANCE  DATA,  1917-1918. 

Rank  of  Schools  Based  on  Percentage  of  Attendance. 


East  Mendon, . 

,  ...  92.91 

Intermediate,  ....... 

,  ...  87.00 

Primary,  . 

,  ...  86.72 

Grammar,  . 

,  . .  .  86.00 

Albeeville,  . 

,  . .  .  84.80 

High  School . 

_  82.00 

Average  for  the  Town, 

1917-1918,  . 

.  ...  86.57 

STATISTICAL  TABLE,  SEPTEMBER,  1917,  TO  JUNE,  1918. 
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Graduation  Exercises  of  the 

MENDON  HIGH  SCHOOL 

AT  THE 

Unitarian  Church ,  Friday  Evening ,  June  28 , 

AT  EIGHT  O'CLOCK. 


PROGRAM. 


Processional 

JOHN  E.  DALTON 

Invocation 

REV.  C.  A.  HENDERSON 

Salutatory 

QUEENIE  DORIS  HARDING 

Song,  Hail  to 

the  Chief 

Leslie 

HIGH  SCHOOL  CHORUS 

Oration,  Woodrow  Wilson 

CHARLES  HENRY  GILLIS 

Song,  Dreaming  Shelley 

GIRLS’  CHORUS 

History  and  Prophecy 

LLOYD  AUGUSTUS  WHITING 
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Song,  Italia 

HIGH  SCHOOL  CHORUS 

President’s  Address 

CARL  FREDERICK  HOBERG 


Valedictory 

CHARLES  COLE  TOWNE 


Song,  Skater’s  Waltz 

HIGH  SCHOOL  CHORUS 

Presentation  of  Diplomas 

Presentation  by  Alumni 

Star  Spangled  Banner 

Recessional 


CLASS  ROLL 


Ralph  Rittman  Cook 

Esther  Leaphie  Eldredge 
Charles  Henry  Gillis 
Queenie  Doris  Harding 
Carl  Frederick  Hoberg 
Arietta  Hermyne  Knight 
Martha  Caroline  Lowell 
Dorothy  Marie  McTurk 
Horace  Merrick  Thayer 
Charles  Cole  Towne 

Lloyd  Augustus  Whiting 


Donizetti 


Waldteufel 
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CLASS  OFFICERS 
President — Carl  Frederick  Hoberg 

Vice-President — Charles  Henry  Gillis 
Secretary — Ralph  Rittmann  Cook 

Treasurer — Arietta  Hermyne  Knight 


Class  Motto — Pas  a  Pas  on  va  Vien  Loin 

(Step  by  Step  One  Goes  a  Long  Way) 

Class  Colors — Royal  Purple  and  Gold 


Class  Flower — Yellow  Briar  Rose 
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TOWN  WARRANT. 


Worcester ,  ss. 

To  the  Constable  of  the  Town  of  Mendon,  in  the  County  of 

W  orcester,  Greeting : 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  you  are 
directed  to  notify  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Mendon,  quali¬ 
fied  to  vote  in  Elections  and  in  Town  Affairs,  to  meet  at  the  Town 
Hall,  in  said  Mendon,  on  the  third  day  of  March,  punctually,  at 
nine  o’clock,  A.  M.,  to  act  on  the  following  articles,  viz. : 

Article  1.  To  choose  a  moderator  to  preside  at  said  meeting. 

Article  2.  To  bring  in  their  ballots  for  the  following  offi¬ 
cers:  A  Town  Clerk,  for  one  year;  Three  Selectmen  for  one 
year;  One  Assessor  for  three  years;  Three  Overseers  of  Poor  for 
one  year;  Town  Treasurer  for  one  year;  Collector  of  Taxes  for 
one  year;  Auditor  for  one  year;  One  Constable  for  one  year; 
Three  Fence  Viewers  for  one  year;  One  Highway  Surveyor  for 
one  year;  One  Tree  Warden  for  one  year;  One  Trustee  for  Taft 
Public  Library  for  two  years;  one  School  Committee  for  three 
years ;  One  School  Committee  for  One  year,  to  fill  vacancy ;  one 
Park  Commissioner  for  three  years;  also  bring  in  their  votes,  Yes 
or  No,  in  answer  to  the  question,  “Shall  license  be  granted  for 
the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  this  town  ?”  All  on  one  ballot, 
designating  the  office  intended  for  each  person  voted  for. 

Article  3.  To  hear  the  report  of  the  several  town  officers 
and  committees,  and  act  thereon. 

Article  4.  To  choose  all  the  necessary  town  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year. 
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Article  5.  To  raise  such  sums  as  are  necessary  to  pay  town 
charges  and  make  appropriations  for  the  same. 

Article  6.  To  see  what  measures  the  town  will  adopt  to 
secure  the  speedy  collection  of  taxes. 

Article  7.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  its  treasurer  to 
hire  money,  and  to  what  amount,  to  pay  current  expenses  for  the 
financial  year  commencing  January  1,  1919,  in  anticipation  of 
revenue. 

Article  8.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate  any 
sum  of  money  for  Memorial  Day  services,  and  appoint  a  commit¬ 
tee  to  expend  the  same. 

Article  9.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  expend  the  $500.00 
raised  last  year  to  be  expended  on  highways,  provided  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Highway  Commission  will  contribute  for  the  same,  or 
take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  10.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
any  sum  of  money  for  care  and  improvement  in  the  old  cemetery, 
or  take  any  action  in  relation  to  the  same. 

Article  11.  To  see  if  the  town  will  elect  a  finance  commit¬ 
tee,  or  take  any  action  in  relation  to  the  same. 

Article  12.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
any  sum  of  money  for  the  suppression  of  liquor  selling,  gambling 
and  vice,  or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  13.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  establish  addi¬ 
tional  street  lights,  raise  and  appropriate  any  money  therefor,  or 
take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  14.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  install  new  hay 
scales,  or  repair  the  present  ones,  and  raise  and  appropriate  any 
sum  of  money  therefor,  or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  15.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  dispose  of  any  of 
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the  printed  public  documents  series,  subject  to  the  approval  of 
the  commissioner  of  public  records,  or  take  any  action  in  relation 
to  the  same. 

Article  16.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro¬ 
priate  any  sum  of  money  for  carting  gravel  on  the  roads  with  an 
auto  truck,  choose  a  committee  to  expend  the  same,  or  take  any 
action  in  relation  to  the  same. 

Article  17.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  fix  the  salary  of 
any  town  officers. 

The  polls  may  be  closed  at  4  o’clock  P.  M. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  Warrant,  by  posting  up  an 
attested  copy  thereof  at  the  Postoffice  in  said  Mendon,  and  caus¬ 
ing  a  copy  of  the  same  to  be  published  one  time  in  one  of  the  daily 
papers  published  in  Milford,  Mass.,  both  said  posting  and  publi¬ 
cation  to  be  at  least  seven  days  before  the  time  of  the  meeting 
hereby  ordered  to  be  held. 

Hereof,  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  Warrant,  with 
your  doings  thereon,  to  the  Selectmen  and  Town  Clerk,  before 
the  time  and  place  of  meeting  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands  at  Mendon,  this  twenty-first  day  of 
February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
nineteen. 


EDWARD  T.  POWERS, 
MOSES  U.  GASKILL, 
HENRY  W.  GASKILL, 


A  true  copy,  attest: 


Selectmen  of  Mendon. 


ARTHUR  E.  BROWN, 


Constable  of  Mendon. 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 


OF  THE  VARIOUS 


BOARDS  OF  TOWN  OFFICERS 


OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  MENDON 


INCLUDING  THE  REPORT  OF  THE 


SCHOOL  COMA'S ITTEE 


FOR  THE 


Municipal  Year  Ending  December  31, 1919. 

(253d  ANNUAL  REPORT) 


MILFORD,  MASS.: 

G.  M.  Billings,  Printer,  Gazette  Office. 
1920. 


TREASURER’S  REPORT. 


The  undersigned  Treasurer  of  the  Town  of  Mendon  for 
the  financial  year  ending  December  31,  1919,  submits  an  ac¬ 
count  of  his  doings. 

The  Treasurer  debits  himself  with  receiving  the  follow¬ 
ing  sums,  viz. : — 

To  cash  received  from  Treasurer  for 

the  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1918  .  $1,078  59 

To  cash  received  from  Milford  Savings 

Bank  ....  1,000  00 

To  cash  received  from  Collector,  1916  .  3  79 

To  cash  received  from  Collector,  1917  .  595  05 

To  cash  received  from  Collector,  1918  .  2,279  36 

To  cash  received  from  Collector,  1919  .  13,714  36 

To  cash  received  from  Worcester  Con¬ 
solidated  St.  Ry.  Co  ,  1918  .  .  761  93 

To  cash  received  from  M.  &  IT.  St.  Ry. 

Co.  .  .  .  .  .  283  59 

To  cash  received  from  M.  &  U.  St.  Ry. 

Co.  .  .  .  .  .  106  91 

To  cash  received  from  Worcester  Con¬ 
solidated  St.  Ry.  Co.  .  .  553  00 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

School  Fund  .  .  .  1,187  07 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Income  tax  ....  614  65 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

State  General  Fund  .  .  100  00 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

balance  Corporation  tax  .  .  10  83 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

account  State  road,  1918  .  .  500  00 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

account  State  road,  1919  .  .  500  00 
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To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

tuition  school  children  .  .  $  37 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

inspection  of  animals  .  .  24 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

highway  and  bridges  .  .  2,150 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Public  Service  Corporation  tax  .  160 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

National  Bank  tax  .  .  .672 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Street  Railway  tax  ...  43 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

State  Aid  .  .  .  .216 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Soldiers’  Exemption  .  .  45 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Supervision  of  Schools  .  .  875 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Corporation  tax  business  .  .  11 

To  cash  received  from  County  Treas¬ 
urer,  dog  tax  .  .  .  208 

To  cash  received  from  N.  Y.,  N.  H.  & 

II.  R.  R ,  account  fires  .  .  151 

To  cash  received  from  City  of  Boston, 

Tuition  ....  86 

To  cash  received  from  City  of  Worces¬ 
ter,  Tuition  ....  44 

To  cash  received  from  M.  &  U.  St.  Ry., 

Grove  license  .  .  .  100 

To  cash  received  from  damages  to 

school  building  ...  4 

To  cash  received  from  rent  of  Alliance 

room  .  .  .  .12 

To  cash  received  from  Janitor  Town 

Hall  .....  107 

To  cash  received  from  sale  of  old  books  8 


40 

71 

00 

92 

21 

42 

00 

58 

00 

06 

62 

90 

10 

00 

00 

70 

00 

50 

75 
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To  cash  received  from  T.  Frank  Rogers, 


Skating  Rink  license 

$  10 

00 

To  cash  received  from  Commissioner 

of  Weights  and  Measures  .  „  . 

3 

00 

To  cash  received  from  Welcome  Home 

committee  .... 

38 

78 

To  cash  received  from  F.  M.  Aldrich, 

old  junk  and  lumber 

25 

22 

To  cash  received  from  3d  District 

Court  .... 

81 

54 

To  cash  received  from  R.  Daley,  Pool 

Table  license 

2 

00 

To  cash  received  from  Taft  Public  Li- 

brary,  fines  .... 

12 

50 

To  cash  leceived  from  Taft  Public  Li- 

brary,  sale  of  lamp  . 

75 

To  cash  received  from  W.  A.  Barry,  £ 

fees  hay  scales 

5 

20 

To  cash  received  from  School  District 

No.  1  fund  .  .  .  . 

31 

43 

To  cash  received  from  Rosa  F.  Taft 

500 

00 

$37,959  42 

The  Treasurer  credits  himself  with 

paying 

the  following 

sums,  viz. : — 

By  paying  Town  orders 

$18,825 

10 

By  paying  School  Department  . 

2,546 

13 

By  paying  two  notes  new  school  build¬ 

ing  . 

650 

00 

By  paying  one  note  anticipation  of  rev¬ 

enue  1918  .... 

1,500 

00 

By  paying  four  notes  anticipation  of 

revenue  1919 

9,000 

00 

By  paying  interest  on  notes 

388 

48 

By  paying  State  Treasurer,  State  tax  . 

1,912 

00 

By  paying  County  Treasurer,  County 

tax  ..... 

801 

00 

By  paying  Bureau  of  Statistics 

10 

00 

By  paying  Taft  Public  Library  .  .  $  22  18 

By  cash  on  hand  to  balance  .  .  2,804  58 


$37,959  42 


AUSTIN  WOOD  RELIEF  FUND. 

Dr. 

To  cash  received  L.  T.  Gaskill,  treasur¬ 
er,  deposited  in  Milford  Savings 
Bank  1918  ....  $846  18 

To  cash  received  Worcester  County 

Institution  for  Savings  .  .  302  39 

To  cash  received  Interest  Milford  Sav¬ 
ings  Bank  .  .  .  .  37  33 

To  cash  received  Interest  Worcester 

County  Institution  for  Savings  .  13  75 

To  cash  received  U.  S.  Liberty  Bond 

registered  ....  500  00 

To  cash  received  Interest  on  Bond  de¬ 
posited  in  Milford  Savings  Bank  .  21  25 


$1,720  90 


Cr. 

By  cash  paid  Town  orders  .  .  $  62  24 

By  cash  deposited  in  Milford  Savings 

Bank  .  .  .  842  52 

By  cash  deposited  in  Worcester  County 

Institution  for  Savings  .  .  316  14 

By  one  U.  S.  Liberty  Bond  .regis¬ 
tered  ....  500  00 


SCHOOL  DISTRICT  NO.  1  FUND. 
Dr. 

To  amount  deposited  Milford  Savings 

Bank  Jan.  1,  1919  .  .  .  $605  26 

To  Interest  received  on  same  to  Oct.  15, 

1919  .  .  .  .  27  52 


$1,720  90 


$632  78 
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Cr. 

By  cash  received  Milford  Savings  Bank, 

Interest  School,  District  No.  1 
Fund  for  use  of  School  Department  $  31  43 
By  cash  deposited  in  Milford  Savings 

Bank  .  .  .  601  35 

-  $632  78 

TAFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  FUND. 

Dr. 

To  cash  deposited  in  Milford  Savings 

Bank  ....  $200  00 

To  cash,  Interest  on  same  to  Oct.  15, 

1919 . 6  80 


By  cash  deposited  in  Milford  Savings 
•  Bank.  .....  $206  80 

The  notes  against  the  Town  January  1, 1920,  are : — 

4  New  School  Building  notes,  $500  each  $2,000  00 
4  New  School  Building  notes,  $150  each  600  00 
1  Note  anticipation  of  revenue  .  .  1,000  00 

- $3,600  00 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 

Treasurer. 


Mendon,  January  1,  1920. 
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SELECTMEN’S  REPORT. 


The  Selectmen  of  Mendon  submit  the  following  report 
for  the  financial  year  ending  December  31,  1919  : — 

SALARIES  OF  TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Paid  George  M.  Taft,  auditor  .  .  $  6  00 

Charles  H.  Allen,  assessor  .  .  105  00 

Samuel  W.  Wood,  assessor  .  90  00 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  assessor  .  .  90  00 

Arthur  E.  Brown,  dog  officer  .  10  00 

Carl  M.  Taft,  selectman  .  .  50  00 

Carl  M.  Taft,  fire  warden  .  .  10  00 

George  G.  Davenport,  selectman  .  35  00 

George  G.  Davenport,  overseer  of 

poor  .  .  .  .  6  00 

Herbert  S.  Wood,  selectman  .  30  00 

Arthur  E.  Brown,  constable  .  25  00 

F.  M.  Aldrich,  moth  scout  .  .  10  00 

F.  M.  Aldrich,  tree  warden  .  .  10  00 

F.  M.  Aldrich,  overseer  of  poor  .  6  00 

Charles  H.  Allen,  town  clerk  and 

registrar  .  .  .  75  00 

Charles  H.  Allen,  sealer  of  weights 

and  measures,  less  fees  .  11  15 

Leonard  T.  Gaskill,  treasurer,  1919  100  00 

P.  John  Hoberg,  overseer  of  poor  .  45  00 

Leonard  T.  Gaskill,  collector,  1917  100  00 

-  $814  15 

MOTH  SCOUT. 

Paid  Clarence  II.  Moores,  34 £  days’  labor  $102  60 

Frank  M.  Aldrich,  labor  .  .  168  63 

G.  M.  Aldrich,  labor  .  .  3  50 


$274  73 
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STREET  LIGHTING. 


Paid  Worcester  Suburban  Co.  . 

• 

$503  68 

MEMORIAL  DAY. 

Paid  Memorial  Day  committee  . 

• 

$60  00 

CARE  OF  OLD  CEMETERY. 

Orders  to  park  commissioners  . 

• 

$47  25 

BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 

Paid  E.  T.  Powers,  inspecting  meats 

$  6  50 

G.  G.  Davenport,  inspecting  meats 

15  00 

Dr.  F.  H.  Lally,  Pennell  case 

20  00 

Nora  Rowell,  Pennell  case  . 

24  00 

Dr.  F.  H.  Lally,  fumigating 

6  00 

$71  50 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT,  INCLUDING 

FOREST  FIRES. 

Paid  State  of  Massachusetts,  chemicals  . 

$  9  39 

Carl  M.  Taft,  chimney  fire,  B.  Whit¬ 

ing’s  .... 

1  00 

Pay  roll,  Mill  River  fire 

18  20 

Pay  roll,  Craggin  Hill  fire  . 

19  60 

Pay  roll,  fire  near  electric  road 

4  70 

C.  M.  Taft,  express  and  carting 

1  37 

Lock-up  fire  pay  roll 

15  50 

Knight  &  Thomas,  acid  bottles 

10  00 

H.  M.  Burr,  electric  bulbs  . 

2  60 

Worcester  Suburban  Elec.  Co  ,  heat 

32  40 

$114  76 


TREE  WARDEN. 

Paid  F.  M.  Aldrich,  pruning  and  cutting 

trees  ....  $25  50 

Clarence  H.  Moores,  cutting  trees  .  3  00 

G.  M.  Aldrich,  cutting  trees  .  12  25 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  creosote  .  85 


$41  60 
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STATE  AID  TO  PENSIONERS,  12  MONTHS. 

State  aid  to  pensioners,  12  months  .  .  $216  00 

TAFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Order  to  trustees  ....  $327  24 

INCIDENTALS. 

Printing. 

Paid  Charlescraft  Press,  printing  re- 


ports 

. 

$72 

40 

Charlescraft  Press,  tax  bills, 

etc. 

12 

00 

A  W.  Brownell,  assessors’  blanks 

5 

08 

Hobbs  &  Warren,  blanks  . 

3 

71 

G.  M.  Billings,  ballots,  tally  sheets, 

etc. 

. 

23 

50 

Milford  Daily  News,  notices 

and 

warrants 

9 

46 

40 

$163  09 


Ballot  Clerks  and 

Tellers. 

Paid  Moses  M.  Coleman  . 

9 

$4  00 

Rufus  E.  Taft 

3  00 

Ii.  L.  Daley  . 

• 

3  00 

John  J.  Driscoll 

5  00 

E.  F.  Driscoll 

# 

4  50 

-  $19  50 

Police. 

Paid  Frank  S.  Brown,  traffic  officer  at 

Park  .  .  .  .  $116  00 

Frank  S.  Brown,  services  July  3 

and  4  .  .  .  4  00 

F.  K.  Brown,  services  July  3  and  4  4  00 

Arthur  E.  Brown,  services  July  3 

and  4  .  .  .  4  00 

Arthur  E.  Brown,  service  in  Skavis- 

ki  case  .  .  .  .  11  00 


$139  00 


IO 


Town  Hall. 

Worcester  Sub  Elec.  Co.,  light 

$46 

59 

George  M.  Taft,  2  cord  wood 

18 

00 

C.  H.  Allen,  repairs 

7 

43 

Moore  &  Shattuck  . 

8 

15 

Arthur  E.  Brown,  janitor  . 

80 

00 

J.  F.  Leonard,  lettering  doors 

1 

00 

P.  Norman,  sawing  wood 

6 

00 

Nathan  F.  Towne,  housing  wood  . 

1 

50 

E.  H.  Taft,  i  cord  wood 

6 

00 

$174  G7 


INCIDENTALS. 
Paid  E.  T.  Powers,  auto  and  time  look- 


ing  up  damage,  etc.,  State  road 

$  5  50 

W.  and  L.  E.  Gurley,  supplies  for 

sealer  .... 

8  45 

George  W.  Wood,  returning  deaths 

2  00 

L.  T.  Gaskill,  car  fares,  postage,  etc. 

4  18 

W.  E  Whitney,  repairing  clock 

2  50 

N.  E.  Tel.  Co.,  toll  calls 

5  45 

H.  J.  George,  5  insurance  policies  . 

128  95 

H.  G.  Ramsey,  electrical  supplies  . 

3  75 

On  account  of  Tubercular  Hospital 

3  00 

Carl  M.  Taft,  labor  on  watering 

trough  .... 

3  00 

C.  M.  Wilbur,  labor  on  watering 

trough  .... 

1  00 

M.  U.  Gaskill,  cattle  inspector 

49  42 

C.  M.  Taft,  use  of  auto  by  assessors 

15  00 

Jarvis  Thayer,  burying  dog 

2  00 

Charles  Kimball,  trucking  . 

2  00 

Sanford,  Putnam  Co ,  book  for  over¬ 

seers  .... 

9  50 

H.  J.  George,  insurance 

36  82 

L.  H.  Barney  Est ,  coal  for  record 

room  .... 

12  40 

S.  D.  Vincent,  legal  services  for 

collector  .  .  .  $  2  00 

Sanford,  Putnam  Co.,  book  for  se¬ 
lectmen  .  .  .  .  32  00 

Worcester  Abstract  Co.,  returns  for 

assessors  .  .  .  17  95 

James  L.  Lilley,  signboards  at  Park  24  10 
J.  T.  Murphy,  services  in  criminal 

case  .  .  .  .  4  72 

Arthur  E.  Brown,  killing  and  bury¬ 
ing  dog  .  .  .  2  00 

E.  T.  Powers,  labor  on  watering 

trough  .  .  .  .  4  50 

H.  M.  Burr,  fuse  plugs  .  .  21 

F.  M.  Aldrich,  removing  old  scales  30  00 
C.  H.  Allen,  sealing  hay  scales  and 

setting  glass  .  .  .  2  40 

C.  II.  Allen,  preparing  duplicate 

valuation  book  .  .  .  21  55 

Samuel  W.  Wood,  preparing  dupli¬ 
cate  valuation  book  .  .  21  00 

Carter  Ink  Co.,  State  ink  .  .  42 

E.  A.  Sears,  care  of  lawns  .  .  16  00 

Wendell  Williams,  recording  deeds 

and  advice  to  surveyor  .  5  00 

(4.  Kenneth  Taft,  use  of  team  .  2  00 

H.  J.  George,  insurance  policies  on 

chapel  .  .  .  .  46  75 

H.  J.  George,  teller,  and  administer¬ 
ing  oaths  .  .  .  12  00 

C.  H.  Allen,  recording  and  indexing 

10  births  .  .  .  10  00 

C.  H.  Allen,  recording  and  indexing 

16  marriages  .  .  .  8  00 

C.  H.  Allen,  recording  and  indexing 

20  deaths  .  .  .  10  00 

C.  H.  Allen,  administering  oaths  to 

34  officers  .  .  .  8  50 
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C.  H.  Allen,  care  of  record  room 


and  lawn 

$12  00 

C.  H.  Allen,  car  fare  and  express  . 

3  00 

C.  H.  Allen,  postage 

3  50 

C.  H.  Allen,  expenses  to  clerks’ 

meeting  .... 

2  00 

C.  H.  Allen,  blanks  for  clerk  and 

ink  for  ballot  box 

1  25 

Leonard  T.  Gaskill,  postage 

7,50 

Leonard  T.  Gaskill,  car  fares 

9  60 

Leonard  T.  Gaskill,  expenses  to 

Boston  .... 

2  33 

Leonard  T.  Gaskill,  bunting 

75 

Leonard  T.  Gaskill,  use  of  well 

5  00 

Leonard  T.  Gaskill,  making  reports 

for  bureau  statistics 

7  00 

Emerson  &  Co.,  dies  for  sealer 

3  60 

Walter  Watson,  returning  deaths  . 

2  00 

Frank  H.  Wood,  moderator 

5  00 

$1,131 

81 

NEW  GUIDE  BOARDS. 

Paid  E.  T.  Powers,  auto  and  time 

$  2  00 

J.  F.  Leonard,  painting  and  lettering 

19  35 

J.  F.  Leonard,  painting  and  lettering 

6  25 

Staples  &  Gould,  paint 

4  40 

Lebanon  Machine  Co.,  metal  sign 

boards  .... 

79  00 

Charles  A.  Fletcher,  posts,  labor, etc. 

28  30 

C.  H.  Allen,  labor  and  materials 

16  40 

Carl  M.  Taft,  express,  carting  and 

labor  .... 

9  63 

G.  G.  Davenport,  labor  and  use  of 

truck  .... 

14  00 

H.  S.  Wood,  labor  . 

2  00 

$181 

33 

BONDS  FOR  TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Paid  H.  A.  Daniels 

, 

$82  00 
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WELCOME  HOME  DAY. 
Paid  George  G.  Davenport,  medals  and 


napkins 

$76  32 

J.  J.  Gibbs,  ice  cream 

27  00 

F.  E.  Stevens,  turkeys  and  cooking 

61  79 

H.  S.  Wood,  prizes  . 

19  u0 

Cahill’s  News  Agency,  crepe  paper 

1  80 

E.  F.  Lilley,  prizes  . 

9  25 

C.  L.  Barnard,  prizes 

1  00 

F.  C.  Lowell,  advertising,  etc. 

3  00 

Charlescraft  Press,  printing 

12  75 

J.  A.  McKenzie,  orchestra  . 

16  42 

P.  O.  Gaskill,  Hopedale  Band 

70  00 

National  Decorating  Co. 

45  00 

H.  George,  soda  . 

18  00 

W.  J.  Carley,  rolls  . 

2  40 

Frank  H.  Wood 

9  30 

Moore  &  Shattuck,  sundries 

17  70 

Florence  Darling,  sundries  . 

1  28 

Florence  H.  Towne,  silk 

1  50 

-  $393  51 

The  selectmen  report  the  liabilities  and  assets  of  the  town 
as  follows : — 


LIABILITIES. 


4  New  School  Building  notes 
4  New  School  Building  notes 
1  Note  anticipation  of  revenue 
Outstanding  bills,  estimated 
Collector’s  salary,  2  years 


$2,000  00 
600  00 
1,000  00 
no  oo 
200  00 

- $3,910  00 


ASSETS. 


Due  from  State  for  aid  to  pensioners 

Due  from  Collector,  1917 

Due  from  Collector,  1918 

Due  from  Collector,  1919 

Due  from  Collector,  Cunningham  estate 


$  216  00 
87  93 
381  91 
2,337  96 
228  99 


H 


Bequest  E.  C.  Fletcher,  Library  .  $  206  80 
Cash  iu  bands  of  treasurer  .  .  2,304  58 

- $5,764  17 


RECAPITULATION. 


Salaries 

QO 

15 

Moth  scout 

274 

73 

Street  lights 

503 

68 

Memorial  Day 

60 

00 

Old  cemetery 

47 

25 

Board  of  Health  . 

71 

50 

Fire  Department 

114 

76 

State  Aid  . 

216 

00 

Tree  Warden 

41 

60 

Taft  Public  Library 

327 

24 

Incidentals 

1,131 

81 

Guide  Boards 

181 

33 

Welcome  Home  . 

393 

51 

Bonds  for  officers 

82 

00 

Support  of  poor  . 

837 

07 

Support  of  schools 

6,056 

43 

Soldiers’  relief 

5 

00 

State  road,  North  Avenue 

1,058 

04 

Hay  scales 

693 

00 

Austin  Wood  relief 

62 

24 

Highway,  general  repairs 

5,440 

37 

Outstanding  highway  bills 

507 

06 

$18,918  77 


LIST  OF  JURORS,  1919, 


Frank  M.  Aldrich, 
Daniel  H.  Barnes, 
John  J.  Curley, 
Raymond  L.  Daley, 
Franklin  E.  Goodnow, 
Luther  W.  Holbrook, 


Farmer. 

Real  Estate  Dealer. 
Carpenter. 

Clerk. 

Plumber. 

Farmer. 
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Freeman  C.  Lowell, 
Louis  L.  Marlow, 
Archibald  E.  Miller, 
Everett  D.  Robinson, 
Smith  A.  Steere, 
Harry  Taft, 

John  M.  Towne, 
Edgar  L.  White, 

John  P.  Hoberg, 


Farmer. 
Moulder. 
Pattern  Maker. 
Farmer. 
Farmer. 
Carpenter, 
Watchman. 
Box  Maker. 
Tool  Maker. 


APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  1919. 


Support  of  schools,  transportation  of  scholars,  etc. 

85,000  00 

School  physician 

. 

25  00 

Repair  of  highways  under  direction  of  Massaehu- 

setts  Highway  Commission 

.  .  . 

2,150  00 

Repair  of  highways  under  direction  of  highway 

surveyor  . 

. 

850  00 

Support  Taft  Public  Library 

.  • 

275  00 

Interest 

. 

300  00 

Town  debt 

... 

650  00 

Incidentals 

... 

800  00 

Salaries  of  town  officers 

... 

800  00 

Officers’  bonds 

... 

100  00 

Board  of  health 

... 

150  00 

Fire  department,  including  forest  fires 

100  00 

Tree  warden  . 

•  .  • 

50  00 

Moth  scout 

•  .  • 

275  00 

Street  lights  . 

•  •  . 

310  00 

Support  of  poor 

. 

1,000  00 

Memorial  day 

•  •  • 

60  00 

New  street  lights. 

.  • 

150  00 

Care  of  old  cemetery 

•  •  • 

50  00 

Suppression  of  liquor  selling 

•  •  • 

50  00 

New  hay  scales 

. 

650  00 

Welcome  Home  day  . 
New  library  building 
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$400  00 
800  00 


$15,995  00 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CARL  M.  TAFT, 

GEORGE  G.  DAVENPORT, 
HERBERT  S.  WOOD, 

Selectmen  of  Mendon. 


I 


COLLECTOR’S  REPORT, 


1916. 

Dr. 

To  balance  uncollected  Jan.  1,  1919  .  $3  60 

Interest  collected  .  .  .  19 

- $3  79 


Cr. 

By  cash  paid  Treasurer  . 


1917. 


Db. 

To  balance  uncollected  Jan.  1,  1919 
Interest  received 


By  cash  paid  Treasurer  . 
Amount  uncollected  . 


Cr. 


To  balance  uncollected 
Interest  received 


1918. 

Dr. 


$3  79 


$621  86 
61  12 

-  $682  98 


$595  05 
87  93 

-  $682  98 


.  $3,312  47 
110  73 

- $3,423  20 


By  cash  paid  Treasurer  . 
Amount  uncollected  . 


Cr. 

.  $3,041  29 
381  91 

- $3,423  20 


i8 


1919. 

Dr. 

To  taxes  committed  for  collection 
Additional  assessments 
Interest  received 


Cr. 

By  cash  paid  Treasurer  . 
Amount  uncollected  . 


.  $15,941  70 
.  $1,015  50 
38  62 

- $16,995  82 


.$14,657  86 
.  2,337  96 

- $16,995  82 


Respectfully  submitted, 

LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 

Collector  of  Taxes. 


Mendon,  January  1,  1920, 


Report  of  Committee  on  Hay  Scale, 


Paid  for  scale  ....  $193  72 

Paid  for  setting  .  .  .  .  40  10 

Paid  for  labor,  material  and  freights  .  434  96 

-  $667  78 


Respectfully  submitted, 

FRANK  M.  ALDRICH, 

WM.  A.  BARRY, 

CHARLES  H.  ALLEN, 

Committee. 


HIGHWAY  SURVEYOR’S  REPORT, 


The  Highway  Surveyor  submits  the  following  report  for 
the  financial  year  ending  Dec.  31, 1919  : — 


RESOURCES. 


Balance  of  excise  taxes,  1918  .  .  $  298  52 

Appropriation  under  Chapter  155, 1918, 

Town  and  State  .  .  .  4,300  00 

Appropriation  for  general  repairs  .  850  00 

Excise  taxes,  1919  .  .  .  943  50 

- $6,392  02 


EXPENDITURES. 


Paid  Charles  A.  Fletcher, 

Teams. 

• 

$896  00 

Percy  T.  Kinsley, 

• 

749  00 

Moses  W.  Gaskill,  . 

• 

210  00 

Erie  F.  Gaskill, 

• 

63  00 

Wm.  C.  Robinson  &  Sons,  . 

31  50 

Frank  Harding, 

112  00 

Wm.  F.  Irons, 

• 

94  50 

John  F.  Powers, 

• 

77  00 

Paid  James  C.  Bassett  . 

Labor. 

• 

• 

$2,233  00 

$354  75 

John  M.  Towne 

• 

0 

312  75 

Manuel  T.  Rogers  . 

• 

0 

175  00 

Roy  Flooks  . 

• 

0 

91  50 

Joseph  Stenson 

• 

0 

51  00 

Ernest  L.  Barrows  . 

• 

0 

71  50 

George  Foster 

• 

0 

216  00* 

George  B.  Cromb 

• 

0 

88  50 

Charles  S.  Kelly 

t 

0 

268  75 

Everett  Ballou 

$  6 

00 

Alonzo  E.  Brown 

5 

25 

George  G.  Davenport 

8 

30 

Joseph  Maranda 

40 

50 

Samuel  W.  Wood  . 

2 

25 

Charles  H.  Allen 

2 

25 

Edward  Hoffses 

50 

00 

Fred  Gifford 

50 

00 

.  Thomas  McTurk 

5 

00 

Incidentals. 

Paid  W.  A.  Barry,  blacksmithing 

and 

repairs 

. 

&  29 

65 

Charles  C.  Ames,  gravel 

• 

11 

20 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  hardware 

51 

35 

Charles  A.  Fletcher,  plank  and  rail- 

ing  ... 

• 

58 

90 

Milford  &  Uxbridge  St.  Ry. 

Co., 

carting  gravel 

. 

191 

95 

Fred  A.  Davenport,  repairs 

on 

road 

. 

5 

00 

W.  G.  Vogel,  repairs  on  State  road 

30 

00 

Standard  Oil  Co.,  oil 

• 

408 

00 

Town  of  Uxbridge,  gravel  . 

• 

20 

32 

Frank  Taft,  repairs  on  wall 

. 

50 

00 

Staples  &  Gould,  hardware 

• 

1 

50 

N  E.  Road  Machine  Co.,  scraper 

blade 

. 

12 

00 

Moses  U.  Gaskill,  sand 

10 

50 

Charles  A.  Fletcher,  gravel 

• 

15 

00 

Moses  U.  Gaskill,  gravel 

. 

5 

40 

George  M.  Taft,  gravel 

. 

20 

60 

Abbie  F.  O’Connor,  gravel  . 

, 

70 

Walter  A.  Gaskill,  gravel  . 

5 

90 

Frank  Russo,  gravel 

• 

3 

60 
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Charles  A.  Fletcher,  surveyor  .  $476  50 

- $1,408  07 

Amount  expended  ....  $5,440  37 

Unexpended  balance  .  .  .  $951  65 

IMPROVEMENTS  ON  NORTH  AVENUE. 
Resources. 

Town  appropriation  .  .  .  $500  00 

From  State  of  Massachusetts  .  .  500  00 

- $1,000  00 


Expenditures. 


Paid  Fred  Hoyle,  labor  . 

• 

$12  75 

J.  C.  Bassett,  labor  . 

• 

58  50 

J.  M.  Towne,  labor  . 

• 

58  50 

C.  S  Kelly,  labor 

• 

58  50 

George  Foster,  labor 

• 

58  50 

Edward  Hoffses,  chauffeur  . 

• 

68  84 

Fred  Gifford,  chauffeur 

• 

68  84 

Joseph  Maranda,  labor 

• 

48  50 

George  B.  Cromb,  labor 

• 

47  50 

P.  T.  Kinsley,  team 

• 

21  00 

M.  U.  Gaskill,  team  and  gravel 

• 

8  40 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  surveying  and  use 

of  team 

• 

67  00 

P.  A.  Phipps,  moving  water  cart 

• 

6  00 

H.  M.  Curtiss  Coal  Co.,  coal 

• 

26  10 

Uxbridge  Auto  Co.,  oil  and  gas 

• 

20  90 

James  Daley,  oil  and  gas  . 

• 

1  40 

R.  H.  Newell,  steam  roller  . 

• 

225  00 

Carl  M.  Taft,  trucking 

• 

10  00 

\  Moore  &  Shattuck,  gas  and  oil 

• 

159  81 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  gravel 

• 

37  50 

- $1,058  04 

OUTSTANDING  HIGHWAY  RILLS,  JANUARY  1,  1919. 

Cr. 

Highway  Department,  credit  by  balance  $  43  65 
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Highway  Department,  credit 

by 

excise 

tax  . 

• 

. 

$735 

81 

Highway  Department,  credit 

by 

inter- 

est  on  excise  tax 

• 

• 

26 

12 

Db. 

Howard  King’s  bill  for  plank 

• 

$  72 

85 

H.  W.  Gaskill,  bill 

• 

32 

38 

H.  W.  Gaskill.  bill 

• 

8 

00 

H  W.  Gaskill,  bill 

152 

65 

Milford  &  Uxbridge  St.  Ry. 

Co., 

labor 

on  culvert  . 

• 

36 

00 

George  R.  Whiting,  bill 

• 

3 

89 

H.  W.  Gaskill,  bill 

• 

10 

00 

George  R.  Whiting,  bill 

• 

15 

54 

Town  of  Bellingham,  repairs  i 

on  bridge 

2 

00 

Wm.  F.  Irons,  pay  roll  . 

• 

85 

75 

Frank  Harding,  bill 

• 

56 

80 

Staples  &  Gould,  drain  pipe 

• 

31 

20 

-  $507  06 

Balance  unexpended  .  .  .  $298  52 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  A.  FLETCHER, 

Surveyor. 


Mendon,  January  1,  1920. 


REPORT  OF  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 


The  Overseers  of  the  Poor  submit  the  following  report 
for  the  financial  year  ending  December  31,  1919  : — 

RESOURCES. 

Appropriation  .....  SI, 000  00 
EXPENDITURES. 

Board  of  State  Charities,  support  of  one 

person  .  .  .  .  S  49  30 

Board  of  two  persons  in  private  families  496  02 
On  account  of  three  persons  assisted  in 

their  homes  ....  291  75 

-  837  07 

Balance  unexpended  .  .  .  SI 62  93 

Respectfully  submitted, 

P.  JOHN  HOBERG, 

GEORGE  G.  DAVENPORT, 
FRANK  M.  ALDRICH, 

Overseers  of  Poor. 


REPORT  OF  TOWN  CLERK, 


DOGS  LICENSED  IN  1919. 

91  male?  and  spayed  females  at  $2  each  .  .  $182  00 

18  females  at  $5  each  .  .  .  .  .  90  00 

-  $272  00 

Clerk’s  fees  .......  21  80 


$250  20 

Cash  paid  Oonnty  Treasurer  ....  248  40 

Cash  on  hand  January  1,  1920  .  .  .  $1  80 


BIRTHS  REGISTERED  IN  1919. 

Date  of  Parents,  with  Maiden 

Name  of  Mother. 


Birth.  Name  of  Child. 

1919. 


Jan. 

2. 

Frank  Russo, 

Mar. 

20. 

John  Bernard  Powers, 

Mar. 

29. 

Mildred  Adaline  Taft, 

July 

12. 

Flora  Mary  Leonchini, 

July 

80. 

Female. 

Aug. 

11. 

Mildred  Louise  Pennell, 

Aug. 

11. 

Carl  Runer  Swanson, 

Sept. 

4. 

Shirley  Wright  Brown, 

Nov. 

23. 

Alfred  Auty, 

Nov. 

25. 

Eleanor  Julia  Brown, 

Frank  aud  Julia  Grasso. 

Edward  T.  and  Ceoelia  Conway. 
Clarence  A.  aud  Mary  E.  Benner. 
Luigi  and  Anunciatta  Simoncelli. 

Jacob  L.  and  Miriam  Alger. 

Runer  and  Elsa  Grytzell. 

James  A.  E.  and  Edna  Caswell. 
Alfred  and  Mary  B.  Mathews. 
Francis  S.  and  Beatrioe  I.  Oowee. 


MARRIAGES  REGISTERED  IN  1919. 

Date  of 

Marriage.  Names.  Residence. 

1919. 


Jan. 

22. 

Clyde  B.  Gregson, 

Mendou,  Mass. 

Lulu  Lillian  Weeks, 

Mendon,  Mass. 

Mar. 

1. 

Henry  Eugene  Alger, 

Uxbridge,  Mass 

Eva  Belle  Burlingame, 

Mendon,  Mass. 

Mar. 

16. 

Berton  Genette  Brown, 

Mendon,  Mass. 

Ethel  Marion  Alexander, 

Upton,  Maes. 
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MARRIAGES  REGISTERED  IN  1919. — Continued. 


Date  of 

Marriage. 

1919. 

Names. 

Residence. 

April 

5. 

Raner  Swanson, 

Clara  Elsie  Grytzell, 

Hopedale,  Mass. 
Mendon,  Mass. 

April 

21. 

Francis  K.  Rondeaa,  Jr., 

Ora  Mary  Bartlett, 

Northbridge,  Mass. 
Mendon,  Mass. 

April 

30. 

John  Bailey, 

Maybelle  Henry, 

Mendon,  Mass. 
Pontiac,  R.  I. 

Jane 

18. 

Henry  Jason  Ripley, 

Doris  Bioknell  Thayer, 

Mendon,  Mass. 
Mendon,  Mass. 

Jane 

23. 

Hormidas  Lemieux, 

Almira  Ferris, 

Mendon,  Mass. 
Mendon,  Mass. 

Jane 

30. 

Edmond  Joseph  Ooartemanche, 
Marie  E.  Y.  Beanchesne, 

Mendon,  Mass. 
Uxbridge,  Mass. 

Aag. 

6. 

George  Ameer, 

Lois  Annie  Oongdon, 

Boston,  Mass. 
Mendon,  Mass. 

Sept. 

15. 

George  Lewis  Hemond, 

Helen  Howard  Holbrook, 

Holyoke,  Mass. 
Mendon,  Mass. 

Oct. 

6. 

Oscar  Camille  Ooartemanche, 
Beatrice  Amanda  Ethier, 

Mendon,  Mass. 
Woonsocket,  R.  I. 

Oot. 

11. 

Harley  Oramel  Houghton, 
Albertina  Patterson  Brackett. 

Mendon,  Mass. 
Portland,  Maine. 

Oct. 

26. 

Bernard  Alvin  Rogers, 

Helen  Flora  Gaskill, 

Mendon,  Mass. 
Mendon,  Mass. 

Oct. 

28. 

Rufas  Edwin  Taft, 

Pearl  Frances  Phipps, 

Mendon,  Mass. 
Milford,  Mass. 

DEATHS  REGISTERED  IN  1919. 


Date  of 

Age. 

Death. 

Name. 

Y. 

M. 

1919. 

Jan. 

2. 

George  Albert  Parkinson, 

46 

8 

Feb. 

8. 

Thomas  J.  McHugh, 

27 

7 

Feb. 

15. 

Alfred  Irving  Barrows, 

62 

1 

Feb. 

20. 

Alderman  Clark  Cook, 

80 

3 

Mar. 

5. 

M.  Louisa  Rice, 

64 

4 

Mar. 

7. 

Dorothy  Maria  McTark, 

17 

11 

Mar. 

28. 

John  Carey  Wood, 

69 

1 

May 

11. 

John  Thomas  Byrne, 

85 

0 

May 

12. 

Ella  Jane  Wood, 

67 

0 

Jane 

5. 

Ferdinand  Niro, 

20 

5 

Jane 

17. 

Eleanor  Wood, 

14 

5 

Jane 

00 

Catherine  Schuyler  Jones, 

90 

6 

D. 

5 

16 

29 

3 

18 

21 

14 

29 

5 

24 

23 

8 
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DEATHS  REGISTERED  IN  1919.— Continued. 


Date  of 
Death. 
1919. 

Name. 

Y. 

Age. 

M. 

D. 

July  18. 

Louise  Mabel  Holbrook, 

1 

0 

15 

July  30. 

Female 

0 

0 

0 

Sept.  7. 

Isabel  G.  McOomb, 

83 

5 

9 

Sept.  14. 

Ernestine  Nason  Neally, 

8 

2 

4 

Oct.  22. 

Edward  Lyman  Cook, 

37 

0 

21 

Nor.  21. 

George  Mather  Taft, 

58 

0 

26 

Not.  24. 

Moses  Milton  Coleman, 

23 

9 

21 

Deo.  6. 

Ada  Clara  Taft, 

61 

8 

6 

Deo.  23. 

Almira  Lemieux. 

71 

0 

0 

If  errors  or  omissions  are  discovered  in  the  list  of  births, 
marriages  or  deaths,  report  them  to  the  Town  Clerk  that  the 
record  may  be  corrected. 

Blanks  for  the  return  of  all  Vital  Records  may  be  ob¬ 
tained  of  the  Town  Clerk. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  H.  ALLEN, 

Town  Clerk. 


Mendon,  January  1,  1920. 


THE  THIRTT-NINTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 
OF  THE  TRUSTEES  OF 

TAFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 


The  Trustees  are  pleased  to  report  another  successful 
year  in  the  history  of  the  Library. 

The  gifts  of  magazines  and  books  during  the  year  has  been 
greatly  appreciated,  and  in  behalf  of  the  citizens  the  Trustees 
wish  to  thank  all  who  contributed  in  any  way  to  the  welfare 
of  the  Library. 

Your  Trustees  would  call  the  attention  of  the  citizens  to 
the  report  of  the  Finance  Committee.  With  only  the  actual 
necessary  running  expenses  and  many  hours  of  earnest  work 
given  freely  by  those  interested  in  its  welfare  there  is  a  deficit 
of  $30.11  in  the  Library  funds  Your  Trustees  would  recom¬ 
mend  that  the  sum  of  $400.00  be  appropriated  for  the  year 
1920. 

We  are  also  pleased  to  mention  the  generous  gifts  by 
Mrs.  Rosa  F.  Taft  of  Uxbridge  of  the  Chapel  building  (so- 
called)  and  the  sum  of  $500.00,  to  be  expended  toward  fitting 
it  into  a  library,  and  with  the  $800.00  appropriated  by  the 
Town  your  Trustees  hope  to  have  the  structure  put  into  suita¬ 
ble  shape  for  a  convenient  and  attractive  home  for  our  Libra¬ 
ry  early  in  the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CARL  M.  TAFT, 

FREEMAN  C.  LOWELL, 

EDWIN  L.  WILSON, 

Trustees  of  Taft  Public  Library. 


Librarian’s  Report. 


To  the  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public  Library  :  — 

The  circulation  for  the  year  was  5698  volumes.  The 
largest  for  one  week  was  146,  the  smallest  61,  the  average 
110.  The  circulation  by  classes  was  as  follows:  Fiction  4022, 
magazines  1 126,  bound  magazines  51,  biography  94,  travel  47, 
history  84,  literature  81,  useful  and  fine  arts  111,  science  27, 
all  others  55. 

There  are  now  5589  volumes  in  the  library  ;  128  have 
been  added  the  past  year ;  45  were  bought  by  the  town;  27 
were  bound  magazines,  and  56  were  given  as  follows  :  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Free  Public  Library  Commission  48,  R.  F.  Taft  5, 
League  to  Enforce  Peace  1,  U.  S.  War  Department  1,  anony¬ 
mous  1. 

The  library  subscribes  for  the  Century,  Harper’s  Month¬ 
ly,  Scribner’s,  National  Geographic,  Field  and  Stream,  Illus¬ 
trated  World,  Scientific  American,  St.  Nicholas,  Ladies’  Home 
Journal  and  Woman’s  Home  Companion. 

The  Library  Commission  sends  us  the  World’s  Work, 
Good  Housekeeping,  Popular  Mechanics,  and  American  Boy. 

$12.50  was  received  for  fines. 

75  cents  was  received  for  old  lamps. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LENA  W.  GEORGE, 

Librarian. 


Mendon,  January  1,  1920. 


Books  Added  in  1919 


Fiction : — 

Arrow  of  gold.  Joseph  Conrad. 

Black  stone.  George  Gibbs. 

Buccaneer  farmer.  Harold  Bindloss. 

Christopher  and  Columbus.  M.  A.  B.  Arnim. 
City  of  Comrades.  Basil  King. 

Common  cause.  S.  H.  Adams. 

Dere  Mable.  E.  Streeter. 

Desert  of  wheat.  Zane  Grey. 

Dwellers  in  Arcady.  A.  B.  Paine. 

Flexible  Ferdinand.  J.  M.  Lippman. 

Four  horsemen  of  the  Apocalypse.  V.  B.  Ibanez. 
Gay  Dombeys.  Harry  Johnston. 

Girl  in  the  mirror.  Elizabeth  Jordan. 

His  friend  Miss  McFarlane.  K.  L.  Bosher. 

Jinny  the  carrier.  Israel  Zangwill. 

Joan  of  Arc.  Mark  Twain. 

Land  girl’s  love  story.  Berta  Ruck. 

Man  from  the  clouds.  J.  S.  Clouston. 

Mare  Nostrum.  V.  B.  Ibanez. 

The  Marne.  Edith  Wharton. 

Miss  Maitland,  secretary.  Geraldine  Bonner. 

Mr.  Standfast.  John  Buchan. 

Mystery  of  the  13th  floor.  Lee  Thayer. 

Number  seventeen.  Louis  Tracy. 

Over  the  sea  for  Uncle  Sam.  Elaine  Sterne. 
Patricia  Brent,  spinster. 

Rainbow  Valley.  L.  M.  Montgomery. 

Roll  call.  Arnold  Bennett. 

Secret  city.  Hugh  Walpole. 

Sky  Pilot  in  No*Man’s  Land.  Ralph  Connor. 
Strange  case  of  Cavendish.  Randall  Parrish. 
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Thunder  bird.  B.  M.  Bower. 

Twenty- six  clues.  Isabel  Ostrander. 

The  undefeated  J.  C.  Snaith. 

Under  the  greenwood  tree.  Thomas  Hardy. 

White  horse  and  the  red-haired  girl.  Kenyon  Gambier. 
Youth  Plupy.  H.  A.  Shute. 

Juveniles : — 

Adventures  of  Mabel.  H.  T.  Peck. 

American  boy’s  engineering  book.  A.  R.  Bond. 

Belgium.  G.  W.  T.  Omond. 

Betty  Bide-at  home.  B.  M.  Dix. 

Blue  Heron  cove.  F.  L.  McKinney. 

Boy’s  life  of  Napoleon.  E.  S.  Brooks. 

Boy’s  life  of  Theodore  Roosevelt.  H.  Hagedorn. 
Children’s  book  of  patriotic  stories.  A.  B.  Dickinson. 
Cornelia.  L.  F.  Perkins. 

Dormitory  days.  A.  S.  Pier. 

English  history  story  book.  Blaisdell  and  Bail. 

Four  great  Americans.  James  Baldwin. 

Girls  of  Old  Glory.  M.  C.  DuBois. 

Girls  of  ’64.  E.  B.  Knipe. 

Golden  goose.  E  M.  Tappan. 

Grit-a-plenty.  Dillon  Wallace. 

Home  and  country  reader.  M.  A.  Lasalle. 

I  am  an  American.  S.  C.  Bryant. 

In  Santa  Claus’  house.  Florence  Irwin. 

John  Bunyan’s  dream  story.  James  Baldwin. 

Land  of  fair  play.  Geoffrey  Parsons. 

Lest  we  forget.  J.  G.  Thompson. 

Little  Buffalo  Robe.  R.  E.  Beck. 

Little  Cuba  Libre.  J.  P.  Duggan. 

Little  girl’s  knitting  book.  F.  Klickmann. 

Little  Jean.  H.  D.  Brown. 

Little  tailor  of  the  Winding  Way.  Gertrude  Crownfield. 
Lost  island.  R.  H.  Barbour. 

Lords  of  the  wild.  J.  A.  Altsheler. 

Magic  slippers.  Mabel  Blodgett. 
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Makers  of  many  things.  E.  M  Tappan. 
Melissa-across- the- fence.  A.  H.  Seaman. 

Mighty  animals.  J.  I  Mix. 

My  country’s  part.  Mary  Synon. 

Nature  myths  of  many  lands  F.  V  Farmer. 
Nature  stories  to  tell  to  children.  H.  W.  Seers. 
Old-time  Hawaiians.  M.  S.  Lawrence. 

Our  patriots  W.  F.  Gordy. 

Peter  and  Polly.  4  Vols.  Rose  Lucia. 

Raven  patrol  of  Bobb’s  Hill.  C.  P.  Burton. 
Soldiers  of  the  sea.  W.  J.  Abbot. 

Stories  from  Dickens.  J.  W.  McSpadden. 

Stories  of  other  lands.  James  Johonnot. 

Stories  of  the  Pilgrims  R.  G.  Usher. 

Tom  Slade  on  a  transport.  P.  K.  Fitzhugh. 

Ways  of  the  six  footed.  A.  B.  Comstock 
Wonder  of  war  in  the  air.  F.  Rolt- Wheeler. 
Working  my  way  around  the  world.  L.  M.  Franck. 
St.  Nicholas.  4  Vols.  1917-18. 

Non-Fiction  : — 

Belgium.  2  Vols.  Brand  Whitlock. 

Breath  of  life.  John  Burroughs. 

California  desert  trails.  J.  S.  Chase. 

English  for  coming  citizens.  H.  H.  Goldberger. 
Have  faith  in  Massachusetts.  Calvin  Coolidge. 
Letters  to  his  children.  Theodore  Roosevelt. 

Our  flag  in  verse  and  prose.  R  H.  Schau flier. 
Pilgrim  in  Palestine.  John  Finley. 

Revolutionary  days.  Princess  Cantacuzene. 

Summit  and  the  years.  John  Burroughs. 

Time  and  change.  John  Burroughs. 

Treasury  of  war  poetry.  Vol.  2.  G.  H.  Clarke,  ed. 
Truth  about  China.  B.  L.  P.  Weale. 

Under  the  apple  trees.  John  Burroughs. 

Vacation  tramps  in  New  England.  A.  Chamberlain. 
War  readings. 

War  with  Germany.  L.  P.  Ayers. 
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What  happened  to  Europe.  F.  A.  Vanderlip. 

Win  the  war  for  peace.  W.  H.  Taft. 

With  the  Yankee  Division  in  France.  F.  P.  Sibley. 
Yashka.  Maria  Botchkareva. 

Century  Magazine.  3  Vols.  1917-18. 

Harper’s  Magazine.  6  Vols.  1916-18. 

National  Geographic.  4  Vols.  1917-18. 


Finance  Committee  Report 


The  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  Taft  Public 
Library  for  the  year  ending  December  3,  1919  : — 

RESOURCES. 

Appropriation 
Balance  of  year  1918 
Fines  for  year  1919 
Sale  of  lamps 


EXPENDITURES. 

Edwin  H.  Taft,  wood 
Jordan,  Marsh  Co.,  books 
Edward  F.  Driscoll,  magazines 
The  H.  R.  Bunting  Co.,  books 
Lena  W.  George,  salary 
Jordan,  Marsh  Co.,  book 
Carl  M.  Taft,  express  and  cartage 
Jacob  R.  Brown,  janitor  and  labor 
James  Brown  &  Sons,  binding  . 
Denholm  &  McKay  Co.,  books  . 

The  Old  Corner  Book  Store,  books 
Edward  F.  Driscoll,  magazines  . 

Kinsley  Barnes,  janitor  . 

Edwin  L.  Wilson,  janitor  and  boxes 
Lena  W.  George,  salary  . 

Lena  W.  George,  cash  paid  for  express 


$275 

00 

8 

88 

12 

50 

75 

$12 

00 

5 

49 

18 

40 

30 

79 

50 

00 

28 

6 

59 

20 

75 

69 

40 

16 

78 

25 

71 

6 

95 

3 

50 

5 

40 

50 

00 

5 

20 

$297  13 


$327  24 


Overdrawn 


$30  11 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FREEMAN  C.  LOWELL, 

Finance  Committee. 


AUDITOR’S  REPORT. 


I  have  examined  the  accounts  of  all  the  Town  Officers 
who  have  received  or  disbursed  funds  belonging  to  the  town 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  January  1,  1920,  and  find  them  cor¬ 
rectly  kept  and  with  proper  vouchers. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LUTHER  W.  HOLBROOK, 

Auditor. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


OF  THE 


Town  of  Mendon 


FOR  THE 


School  Year  19X9. 


ORGANIZATION  OF 


School  Committee,  1919. 


FREEMAN  C.  LOWELL  (Chairman), 
CLARENCE  A.  TAFT  (Secretary), 

J.  FRANK  LEONARD, 


Term  expires  1922. 
Term  expires  1921. 
Term  expires  1920. 


SUPERINTENDENT. 

F.  G.  ATWELL. 


Truant  Officers. 

LYMAN  COOK, 


F.  G.  ATWELL, 


JACOB  R.  BROWN. 


REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


The  School  Committee  submits 

the 

following 

the  year  ending  Jan.  1,  1920  : — 

RESOURCES. 

Balance,  Jan.  1,  1919 

. 

$  187 

46 

Appropriation 

. 

6,000 

00 

Appropriation  for  School  Physician 

• 

25 

00 

From  State  of  Massachusetts,  Income 

School  Fund 

. 

1,187 

07 

From  State  of  Mass.,  High  School  Grant 

500 

00 

From  F.  J.  Dutcher,  Superintendent 

. 

375 

00 

From  County  Treasurer,  dog  tax 

. 

208 

62 

From  City  of  Boston,  tuition 

. 

86 

10 

From  damages  to  building 

. 

4 

70 

From  E.  E.  Babb  &  Co.,  . 

. 

15 

75 

From  Milford  Savings  Bank,  interest 

from  North  Ave.  School  Fund 

to 

balance 

• 

81 

43 

EXPENDITURES. 

Teachers  .... 

$4,813 

79 

Superintendent  . 

714 

00 

Transportaton 

1,088 

81 

Fuel  .... 

898 

66 

Care  of  rooms 

534 

70 

Text  books  and  supplies  . 

230 

42 

School  Physician 

25 

00 

Incidentals 

227 

18 

Tuition  .... 

38 

57 

Teachers. 

Herbert  A.  Wisbey 

, 

$1,372 

50 

Caroline  Stearns  . 

, 

675 

00 

Beatrice  Taft 

264 

00 

$8,571  13 


$8,571  13 
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Verena  Daley 
Mary  E.  Dudley  . 

A.  M.  Lincoln 
Maria  E.  Allen  . 
Delphia  Streeter  . 
Gertrude  Rhodes 
Gertrude  Arey 
Ernestine  H.  Wilcox 


$534  83 
620  50 
270  83 
253  00 
210  00 
549  13 
32  00 
32  00 

- $4,813  79 


Superintendent. 

F.  G.  Atwell . $714  00 

Transportation. 

Milford  &  Uxbridge  St.  Ry.  Co.  .  $276  81 

J.  F.  Leonard  ....  456  00 

H.  J.  George  .  .  .  .  96  00 

C.  M.  Taft  .  .  .  260  00 

- $1,088  81 


School  Physician. 

Dr.  K.  A.  Campbell  .... 

Fuel. 

H.  M.  Curtiss  Coal  Co.  .  .  .  $840  66 

L.  F.  Thayer  &  Son  .  .  .  12  00 

C.  A.  Fletcher  .  .  .  .  46  00 


.  $25  00 


$898  66 


Text  Books  and  Supplies. 


E.  E.  Babb  &  Co. 

$64  54 

American  Book  Co. 

18  20 

Ginn  &  Co. 

9  64 

D.  C.  Heath  &  Co. 

10  24 

J.  L.  Hammett  Co. 

93  04 

McMillan  Co. 

32  01 

F.  G.  Atwell 

7  75 

$230  42 


4* 


Care  of  Rooms. 


Jacob  R.  Brown  . 

.  $424  00 

Maria  E.  Allen  . 

12  50 

Minnie  F.  Thayer 

50  00 

N.  LaChance 

9  00 

Frank  Hoyle 

39  20 

$534  70 


Tuition. 

City  of  Worcester  .....  $38  57 

Incidentals. 

Werber  &  Rose,  shades  .  .  .  $15  00 

Pierre  Norman,  saving  wood  .  .  3  00 

Sanford,  Putnam  Co.,  order  book  .  9  58 

Forbes  Co ,  lettering  diplomas  .  .  75 

J.  J.  Gibbs,  denatured  alcohol  .  .  2  00 

E.  T.  Powers,  labor  on  heating  plant 

and  supplies  furnished  .  .  33  11 

Charles  H.  Kimball,  express  and  cash 

paid  .  .  .  .  .  6  64 

Minnie  F.  Thayer,  labor  at  East  Men- 

don  and  supplies  furnished  .  .  11  75 

E.  Luis  Sabbatinelli  .  .  .  8  49 

Moore  &  Shattuck,  supplies  furnished  .  2  43 

F.  G.  Atwell,  telephone,  supplies  and 

cash  paid  .  .  .  .  20  14 

H.  S.  Chadbourne,  floor  oil,  glass,  broom, 

brushes,  curtain  cord,  etc.  .  .  21  47 

Lillian  F.  White,  taking  school  census  15  00 

Worcester  Rubber  Co.,  rubber  tips  .  3  72 

Wright  &  Potter  Printing  Co.,  record 

cards  .  .  .  .  1  45 

Jacob  R.  Brown,  oiling  floor,  setting 

glass,  varnishing  desks,  etc.  .  18  50 

The  Charlescraft  Press,  graduation  pro¬ 
grams  .  .  .  .  4  75 

Henry  L.  Patrick  Co.,  lawn  mower  .  10  00 
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Freeman  C.  Lowell,  attending  two  dis¬ 
trict  committee  meetings  .  .  I  2  50 

J.  F.  Leonard,  attending  two  district 

committee  meetings  .  .  2  50 

Clarence  A.  Taft,  cleaning  vault,  at¬ 
tending  three  district  committee 
meetings,  salary,  etc.  .  .  17  15 

J.  H.  Dudley,  services  at  church  gradu- 

tion  .  .  .  .  .  2  00 

James  F.  Newton,  transportation  .  1  00 

Leslie  A.  Cole,  sawing  and  housing 

wood  .  .  .  .  .  8  25 

George  E.  Thayer,  use  of  well  two 

years  .  .  .  .  6  00 

-  $227  18 


Respectfully  submitted, 

FREEMAN  C.  LOWELL, 
CLARENCE  A.  TAFT, 

J.  FRANK  LEONARD, 

School  Committee. 


January  1,  1920. 


SUPERINTENDENT’S  REPORT 


To  the  School  Committee  of  Mendon  : 

It  is  unfortunate  that  the  school  reports  of  the  district 
are  due  this  year  at  a  time  when  a  change  of  superintendents 
is  taking  place.  Not  that  school  reports  are  very  important? 
but  they  are  customary. 

The  town  is  fortunate  to  have  all  its  schools  in  session,  for 
there  are  hundreds  of  schools  in  our  country  which  have  been 
obliged  to  close  entirely  or  accept  a  teacher  of  much  lower 
grade  of  preparation  than  usual,  and  especially  in  towns  where 
salaries  are  as  low  as  they  have  been  in  Mendon.  It  is  very 
gratifying  to  me  at  this  time  to  know  that  salaries  in  Mendon 
have  been  equalized  so  that  they  are  much  nearer  the  stand¬ 
ard  than  formerly. 

I  shall  repress  whatever  inclination  I  may  have  to  write 
a  farewell  report  or  a  resume  of  my  term  of  service  There  is 
however  one  fact  I  wish  to  mention.  It  is  refreshing  to  find  a 
town  whose  teachers  yet  have  the  old-fashioned  New  England 
conscience;  who  would  be  just  as  devoted  to  the  work  whether 
their  salary  was  twelve  dollars  per  week  or  twenty-five;  who 
feel  the  sacredness  of  that  old  expression,  “A  charge  to  keep,  I 
have”;  who  are  still  proud  of  the  fact  that  they  belong  to  a 
profession  and  are  not  tainted  by  a  desire  to  strike  or  join  a 
union  of  the  Soviet. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


Hopedale,  Mass.,  January  19,  1920. 


F.  G.  Atwell. 
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TEACHERS  AND  SALARIES,  JANUARY,  1920. 


SALARIES 


SCHOOLS. 


TEACHERS. 


PER 


PREPARATION. 


High, 

Principal, 

Assistant, 

Grammar, 

Intermediate, 

Primary, 

East  Mendon, 

Albeeville, 

Music, 


YEAR. 


Herbert  A.  Wisbey, 
Caroline  E.  Stearns, 
Verena  Daley, 

Annie  M.  Lincoln, 

Mary  E.  Dudley, 

Gertrude  Rhodes, 

Mildred  Irons, 

Ernestine  Harding  Wilcox, 


$1400  00 
750  00 
650  00 
650  00 
750  00 
6«?o  00 

$14  per  week 


Rhode  Island  State  College. 
Mt.  Holyoke  College. 
Mendon  H  igh  School. 

H  yannis  Summer  School. 
Mendon  High  School. 
Franklin  High  School. 
Mendon  High  School. 


$4  per  weekl  Private  Instruction. 


SCHOOL  CALENDAR,  1919-1920. 


SCHOOLS. 

SCHOOL 

YEAR. 

FALL  TEKM. 

WINTER  TERM. 

SPRING  TERM 

Opens. 

Closes. 

Opens. 

Closes. 

Opens. 

Closes. 

High  School, 
Grades. 

40  weeks. 
36  weeks. 

1919 

Sept.  2 
Sept.  8 

rgig. 

Dec.  19 
Dec.  19 

1919 

Dec.  29 

1920 
Jan.  5 

1920. 

March  19 
March  12 

1920. 

March  29 
March  29 

1920 
June  18 
June  11 

SCHOOL  CALENDAR,  1920-1921. 


SCHOOLS. 

SCHOOL 

j  FALL  TERM. 

WINTER  TERM. 

SPRING 

TERM. 

YEAR. 

Opens. 

Closes. 

Opens. 

Closes 

Opens. 

Closes. 

High  School, 
Grades, 

40  weeks. 
36  weeks. 

1920 
Sept.  7 
Sept.  13 

19.20 

Dec  24. 
Dec.  24 

1921 
Jan.  3 
Jan. 10 

1921 

March  25 
March  18 

1921 
April  4 
April  4 

1921 
June  24 
June  17 

Holidays : — 

Labor  Day,  Columbus  Day,  Thanksgiving  Day  and  Friday 
following,  January  1,  February  22,  April  19,  and  May  30. 
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ATTENDANCE  DATA,  1918-1919. 


Rank  of  Schools  Based 

on  Percentage  of 

Attendance- 

East  Mendon 

Gertrude  Rhodes 

91.26 

High  School 

Mr.  Wisbey 

90.21 

Intermediate 

Verena  Daley  . 

89.06 

Grammar 

Beatrice  Taft  . 

86.82 

Primary  . 

Miss  Dudley  . 

85.64 

Albeeville 

Mrs.  Allen 

80.60 

Average  for  the  Town,  191^-1919 

87.26 

Rank  of  Schools  Based  on  Days  of  Perfeci 


Attendance. 


Miss  Rhodes 

. 

59 

Mrs.  Allen 

. 

83 

Mr.  Wisbey 

. 

24 

Miss  Taft  . 

. 

16 

Miss  Dudley 

. 

15 

Mrs.  Daley 

. 

12 

STATISTICAL  TABLE,  SEPTEMBER,  1918,  TO  JUNE,  1919. 
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GRADUATING  EXERCISES 

OF  THE 


MENDON  HIGH  SCHOOL 

AT  THE 

UNITARIAN  CHURCH 

Thursday  Evening,  June  19,  1919 

AT  EIGHT  O’CLOCK. 


PROGRAM. 

Processional  March  .... 

Mrs.  Gertrude  Arey. 

Invocation  - 

Rev.  Charles  F.  Niles. 

Song— '‘Holy  Art  Thou”  . 

High  School  Chorus. 

Essay — “Theodore  Roosevelt” 

Leonard  Macuen  Rogers. 

Song — “Water  Lilies” 

Girls’  Chorus. 

Essay — “Life  of  the  French  People” 

Ethel  Bernice  Eldredge 

Song — (a)  “Those  Evening  Bells”  . 

High  School  Chorus. 

(b)  “Snow-time” 

Girls’  Chorus. 

Class  History  and  Prophecy 

George  Kenneth  Taft. 


Handel 


Linders 


Sheppard 

Johnson 
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Song — “Dreaming”  .....  Denza 

Girls’  Chorus. 

Address — “The  Education  Worth  While”  . 

H.  C.  Cowell,  Principal  of  Cushing  Academy. 

Presentation  of  Diplomas  ..... 
“Star  Spangled  Banner”  ..... 
Recessional  March  ...... 


CLASS  OF  1919. 

Ethel  Bernice  Eldredge, 

George  Kenneth  Taft,  Leonard  Macuen  Rogers. 


Class  l Motto — He  Conquers  Who  Endures. 

Class  Colors — Copenhagen  and  White . 

Class  Flower—  White  ^Rose. 


( 


TOWN  WARRANT. 


Worcester ,  ss. 

To  the  Constable  of  the  Town  of  Mendon,  in  the  County  of 

W  orcester,  Greeting : 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  you 
are  directed  to  notify  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Mendon, 
qualified  to  vote  in  Elections  and  in  Town  Affairs,  to  meet  at 
the  Town  Hall,  in  said  Mendon,  on  Monday,  the  first  day 
of  March  next,  punctually  at  nine  o’clock,  A.  M.,  to  act  on  the 
following  articles,  viz.  : 

Article  1.  To  choose  a  moderator  to  preside  at  said  meet¬ 
ing. 

Article  2.  To  bring  in  their  ballots  for  the  following  offi¬ 
cers  :  A  Town  Clerk,  for  one  year ;  Three  Selectmen  for  one 
year  ;  One  Assessor  for  three  years  ;  Three  Overseers  of  Poor 
for  one  year ;  Town  Treasurer  for  one  year ;  Collector  of 
Taxes  for  one  year ;  Auditor  for  one  year  ;  One  Constable  for 
one  year ;  One  Highway  Surveyor  for  one  year;  One  Tree 
Warden  for  one  year;  One  Trustee  for  Taft  Public  Library  for 
two  years  ;  One  School  Committee  for  three  years  ;  One  Park 
Commissioner  for  three  years ;  One  Park  Commissioner  for 
two  years  to  fill  vacancy  ;  also  bring  in  their  votes  Yes  or  No, 
in  answer  to  the  question,  “Shall  license  be  granted  for  the 
sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  this  town?”  All  on  one  ballot 
designating  the  office  intended  for  each  person  voted  for. 

Article  3.  To  hear  the  report  of  the  several  town  officers 
and  committees,  and  act  thereon. 

Article  4.  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

Article  5.  To  raise  such  sums  as  are  necessary  to  pay 
town  charges  and  make  appropriations  for  the  same. 

Article  6.  To  see  what  measures  the  town  will  adopt  to 
secure  the  speedy  collection  of  taxes. 

Article  7.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  its  treasurer 
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to  hire  money,  and  to  what  amount,  to  pay  current  expenses 
for  the  financial  year  commencing  January  1,  1920,  in  antici¬ 
pation  of  revenue. 

Article  8.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
any  sum  of  money  for  Memorial  Day  services,  and  appoint  a 
committee  to  expend  the  same. 

Article  9.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  ap¬ 
propriate  any  sum  of  money  to  be  expended  on  highways  pro¬ 
vided  the  Massachusetts  Highway  Commission  will  contribute 
for  the  same. 

Article  10.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
any  sum  of  money  for  care  and  improvement  in  the  old  ceme¬ 
tery,  or  take  any  action  in  relation  to  the  same. 

Article  11.  To  see  if  the  town  will  elect  a  finance  com¬ 
mittee,  or  take  any  action  in  relation  to  the  same. 

Article  12.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  fix  the  salary 
of  any  town  officers. 

Article  13.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  establish  ad¬ 
ditional  street  lights,  raise  and  appropriate  any  money  there¬ 
for,  or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  14.  To  see  if  the  town  will  instruct  the  Asses¬ 
sors  to  publish  the  Valuation  of  1920. 

Article  15.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept  the 
offer  of  Miss  Florence  H.  Towne  of  a  gift  of  a  card  index  of 
the  births,  marriages,  marriage  intentions  and  deaths  in  the 
town  since  its  incorporation  in  1067  up  to  1900;  appropriate 
any  sum  of  money  necessary  for  its  installment,  or  take  any 
other  action  in  relation  to  said  offer. 

Article  16.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  lease  to  the 
Mendon  Historical  Society  the  building  now  occupied  by  the 
Taft  Public  Library  when  said  building  shall  be  vacated,  or 
take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  17.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  buy  a  stone- 
crusher  ;  raise  and  appropriate  any  sum  of  money  therefor  ;  or 
act  in  any  way  in  relation  to  the  purchase  of  said  crusher. 

Article  1 8.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  install  two 
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street  lights  on  Park  street ;  one  in  front  of  the  residence  of 
Henry  W.  Gaskill,  and  one  in  front  of  the  residence  of  Fred 
R.  Caswell ;  raise  and  appropriate  any  sum  of  money  there¬ 
for,  or  act  in  any  way  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  19.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  ap¬ 
propriate  any  sum  of  money  for  the  improvement  and  repair 
of  highways  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Highway  Commission,  as  provided  by  Chapter  155  of 
the  General  Acts  of  1918,  or  take  any  action  in  relation  there¬ 
to. 

Article  20.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  purchase  a 
piano  for  the  Town  Hall,  or  take  any  action  in  relation  there¬ 
to. 

The  polls  may  be  closed  at  4  o’clock  P.  M. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  Warrant  by  posting 
up  an  attested  copy  thereof  at  the  Post-office  in  said  Mendon, 
and  causing  a  copy  of  the  same  to  be  published  one  time  in 
the  Milford  Daily  News,  published  in  Milford,  Mass.,  both  said 
posting  and  publication  to  be  at  least  seven  days  before  the 
time  of  the  meeting  hereby  ordered  to  be  held. 

Hereof,  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  Warrant, 
with  your  doings  thereon,  to  the  Selectmen  and  Town  Clerk, 
before  the  time  and  place  of  meeting  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands  at  Mendon,  this  fourteenth  day  of 
February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  nine  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty. 

CARL  M.  TAFT, 

GEORGE  G.  DAVENPORT, 

HERBERT  S.  WOOD, 

Selectmen  of  Mendon. 

A  true  copy.  Attest : 

ARTHUR  S.  BROWN, 

Constable  of  Mendon. 


ANNUAL  REPORTS 


OF  THE  VARIOUS 

BOARDS  OF  TOWN  OFFICERS 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  MENDON 

INCLUDING  THE  REPORT  OF  THE 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


FOR  THE 


Municipal  Year  Ending  December  31,  1920. 

(254th  annual  report.) 


MILFORD,  MASS. 

The  Charlescraft  Press,  Printers, 

1921. 


TREASURER’S  REPORT 


The  undersigned  Treasurer  of  the  Town  of  Mendon  for  the 
financial  year  ending  Dec.  31,  192*0,  submits  an  account  of  his 
doings. 

The  Treasurer  debits  himself  with  receiving  the  following 
sums,  viz : — 

To  cash  received  from  Treasurer  for 

the  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1919  ....  $2,355  60 
To  cash  received  from  Milford  Savings 

Bank  .  6,000  00 

To  cash  received  from  Collector,  1917.  .  103  22 

To  cash  received  from  Collector,  1918.  .  306  86 

To  cash  received  from  Collector,  1919..  2,106  20 

To  cash  received  from  Collector,  1920.  .  13,918  52 

To  cash  received  from  Collector  Civilian 

Poll  taxes  .  1,250  00 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

School  Fund  .  2,293  33 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

tuition  school  children .  24  50 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Inspection  animals  .  25  50 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Highways  .  2,000  00 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Highway  Commission  .  437  50 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Street  Railway  tax  .  20  67 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Corporation  tax  .  135  70 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

General  School  fund  .  866  10 
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To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Bank  tax  .  703  31 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

State  aid  .  216  00 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Supervision  of  Schools .  875  00 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Soldiers’  Exemption .  4716 

To  cash  received  from  State  Treasurer, 

Income  tax  .  1,118  15 

To  cash  received  from  C.  H.  Allen,  Town 

Annals  sold .  6  00 

To  cash  received  from  M.  &  U.  St.  Ry. 

Co.,  Grove  license  .  100  00 

To  cash  received  from  Third  District 

Court  .  100  00 

To  cash  received  from  City  of  Boston, 

Tuition  school  children .  102  00 

To  cash  received  from  Arthur  Brown, 

Janitor  .  6  00 

To  cash  received  from  Edward  A.  Whit¬ 
ing,  Janitor  .  95  50 

To  cash  received  from  Director  of  Stand¬ 
ards  .  3  00 

To  cash  received  from  sale  of  Chapel 

Bell  .  12  00 

To  cash  received  from  sale  of  Grass, 

Founders’  Park  .  6  00 

To  cash  received  from  rent  of  Alliance 

room  .  12  00 

To  cash  received  from  County  Treasurer  197  21 

To  cash  received  from  Library  fines  ....  11  60 

To  cash  received  from  1-2  fees  from  Hay 

Scales  .  17  50 

To  cash  received  from  Interest  on  depos¬ 
its  Home  Bank .  35  67 

To  cash  received  from  telephone  tolls  .  .  65 
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To  cash  received  from  Fletcher  Library- 

Fund  .  216  19 

To  cash  received  from  Edwin  L.  Wilson  5  60 

To  cash  received  from  estate  Catherine 

Cunningham  .  228  99 

-  $35,959  23 


The  Treasurer  credits  himself  with  paying  the  following 


sums  viz : — 

By  paying  Town  orders  . $23,548  64 

By  paying  Wendell  Williams,  costs  in 

Cunningham  case  .  50  00 

By  paying  Three  revenue  notes .  7,000  00 

By  paying  two  school  building  notes.  . .  .  650  00 

By  paying  State  tax .  2,240  00 

By  paying  County  tax .  963  00 

By  paying  Civilian  war  poll  tax  .  804  00 

By  paying  Special  State  tax .  105  00 

By  paying  interest  on  notes .  263  70 

By  paying  repairs  of  State  highways  ...  46  40 

By  paying  failure  to  make  returns .  6  00 

By  paying  Director  of  Accounts  .  4  00 

By  cash  on  hand  to  balance .  278  49 


$35,959  23 
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AUSTIN  WOOD  RELIEF  FUND. 


Dr. 

To  cash  received  L.  T.  Gaskill,  treasurer, 
deposited  in  Milford  Savings  Bank 

1919  $842  52 

To  cash  received  Worcester  County  In¬ 
stitution  for  Savings  .  316  14 

To  cash  received  U.  S.  Liberty  Bond 

Registered  .  500  00 

To  cash  received  Interest  Milford  Sav¬ 
ings  Bank  .  38  01 

To  cash  received,  Interest  Worcester 

County  Institution  for  Savings  ....  14  38 

To  cash  received  Interest  on  bond  ....  21  25 

-  $1,732  30 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  two  Town  orders .  $50  00 

By  cash  deposited  in  Milford  Savings 

Bank  .  851  78 

By  cash  deposited  in  Worcester  County 

Institution  for  Savings  .  330  52 

By  cash  U.  S.  Liberty  Bond  Registered.  .  500  00 

-  $1,732  30 


SCHOOL  DISTRICT  NO.  1  FUND. 


Dr. 

To  amount  deposited  in  Milford  Savings 

Bank  Jan.  1,  1920  .  $601  35 

To  interest  received  on  same  Oct.  15, 

1920  27  34 

-  $628  69 

Cr. 

By  cash  Deposited  in  Milford  Savings 

Bank  .  $628  69 
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TAFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  FUND. 

Dr. 

To  cash  Deposited  Milford  Savings  Bank  $206  80 
To  cash,  interest  Milford  Savings  Bank  9  39 

-  $216  19 

Cr. 

By  cash  received  from  Milford  Savings 
Bank  and  paid  to  Taft  Public 
Library  .  216  19 

The  notes  against  the  Town  January  1,  1921  are: — 

3  New  School  Building  Notes .  $1,500  00 

3  New  School  Building  Notes .  450  00 

-  $1,950  00 

Respectfully  Submitted, 

LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 

Treasurer. 

Mendon,  January  1,  1921. 
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SELECTMEN’S  REPORT. 


The  Selectmen  of  Mendon  submit  the  following  report  for 
the  financial  year  ending  December  31,  1920: — 

SALARIES  OF  TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Paid  Luther  W.  Holbrook,  auditor  ....  $6  00 

Samuel  W.  Wood,  assessor  .  95  00 

Charles  H.  Allen,  assessor  .  115  00 

Charles  A.  Fletcher,  assessor .  40  00 

Frank  M.  Aldrich,  moth  scout  ....  10  00 

Frank  M.  Aldrich,  tree  warden  ...  10  00 

Frank  M.  Aldrich,  overseer  of  poor  6  00 

John  P.  Hoberg,  overseer  of  poor. .  45  00 

Herbert  S.  Wood,  selectman .  35  00 

George  G.  Davenport,  selectman  .  .  35  00 

George  G.  Davenport,  overseer  of 

poor  .  6  00 

Carl  M.  Taft,  selectman .  50  00 

Carl  M.  Taft,  fire  warden .  10  00 

Arthur  E.  Brown,  constable .  25  00 

Arthur  E.  Brown,  dog  officer .  10  00 

Leonard  T.  Gaskill,  treasurer  1920  150  00 

Leonard  T.  Gaskill,  collector,  1918  100  00 

Frank  H.  Wood,  moderator  .  5  00 

Charles  H.  Allen,  town  clerk .  75  00 

Charles  H.  Allen,  sealer  of  weights 

and  measures,  less  fees  .  10  99 


$838  99 


8 


MOTH  SCOUT. 

Paid  Clarence  H.  Moore,  labor .  $54  25 

Carl  M.  Wilbur,  labor  . .  62  25 

Frank  M.  Aldrich,  labor .  126  50 

George  M.  Aldrich,  labor .  96  00 

-  $339  00 

STREET  LIGHTING. 

Paid  Worcester  Suburban  Co .  $619  92 

MEMORIAL  DAY. 

Paid  Memorial  Day  Committee .  $50  00- 

CARE  OF  OLD  CEMETERY. 

Paid  Alonzo  E.  Brown  .  $6  CO 

BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 

Paid  George  G.  Davenport,  inspecting 

meats  .  $41  50 

Dr.  F.  H.  Lally,  fumigating .  5  00 

Herbert  S.  Wood,  fumigating  ....  2  00 

-  $48  50 

STATE  AID  TO  PENSIONERS. 

State  aid  to  pensioners,  12  months .  $186  00 

FIRE  DEPARTMENT,  INCLUDING  FOREST  FIRES. 

Paid  Worcester  Suburban  Elec.  Co.,  heat  $24  63 

Payroll,  Norman  fire .  5  00 

Payroll,  Sullivan  fire  .  3  00 

Payroll,  Mill  River  fire  .  43  00 

Hopedale  Fire  Department  .  55  00 

James  K.  Mathewson,  L.  E.  Taft  fire  2  00 

Frank  M.  Aldrich,  Park  fire  .  6  00 

George  M.  Aldrich,  Park  fire .  4  00 
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George  E.  Thayer,  Mill  River  fire.  .  1  50 

Isaac  Gill,  Mill  River  fire .  2  00 

-  $146  13 


TREE  WARDEN. 

Paid  Frank  M.  Aldrich,  pruning  and 

cutting  trees  .  $97  50 

William  A.  Barry,  labor  .  2  00 

-  $99  50 

INCIDENTALS. 


Printing. 

Paid  G.  M.  Billings,  printing  reports.  ..  $70  20 

G.  M.  Billings,  ballots .  11  50 

Hobbs  &  Warren,  stationery  .  6  85 

Charlescraft  Press  .  6  50 

A.  H.  Bartlett,  blanks .  191 

Hobbs  &  Warren,  stationery  .  55 

A.  H.  Bartlett,  blanks .  45 

Charlescraft  Press  .  6  50 

G.  M.  Billings  .  7  50 

Charlescraft  Press,  tax  bills,  etc.  .  .  30  95 

Charlescraft  Press  .  15  65 

G.  M.  Billings .  10  50 

Milford  Daily  News,  notices  and 

warrants  .  77  45 

Hobbs  &  Warren  .  487 

-  $251  38 


Ballot  Clerks  and  Tellers. 


Paid  Raymond  L.  Daley .  $9  50 

Herbert  J.  George  .  9  50 

John  J.  Driscoll .  9  00 

Edwin  A.  Walsh  .  8  00 


$36  00 
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Police. 

Paid  Jeremiah  T.  Murphy  .  $12  48 

Arthur  E.  Brown,  Kingman  case  .  .  62  85 

Arthur  E.  Brown,  criminal  .  44  17 

Fred  K.  Brown,  services  July  3  and  4  4  00 

Frank  S.  Brown,  services  July  3 

and  4  .  4  00 

Arthur  E.  Brown,  services  July  3 

and  4  .  4  00 

Arthur  E.  Brown,  Robillard  case.  .  16  00 

Arthur  E.  Brown,  Cloth  and  Still 

case  .  18  00 

-  $165  50 


Town  Hall. 

Paid  Worcester  Suburban  Elec.  Co., 


lights  and  bulbs  .  $32  68 

Charles  A.  Fletcher,  wood .  10  00 

Edward  H.  Taft,  wood .  6  50 

Arthur  E.  Brown,  janitor .  20  00 

Edward  A.  Whiting,  janitor,  etc.  .  .  79  50 

-  $148  68 


Incidentals. 

Paid  New  England  Telephone  &  Tele¬ 
graph  Co .  $7  80 

Lewis  H.  Barney,  coal  for  record 

room  .  13  50 

Henry  M.  Burr,  wrappers  and 

postage  .  3  69 

Carl  M.  Taft,  auto  for  assessors  ...  18  00 

A.  E.  Brown,  killing  2  dogs .  4  00 

Henry  M.  Burr,  postage .  1  00 

J.  F.  W.  Dorman,  license  tags  ....  4  68 

Arthur  Pearson,  painting  Record 

room  .  15  00 
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Edward  T.  Powers,  repairing  water¬ 
ing  tub  .  14  81 

Carl  M.  Taft,  coal  and  carting  ....  3  00 

Carters  Inks,  ink  .  83 

J.  R.  Brown,  painting  Record  room  14  65 
W.  H.  Nelson,  repairing  roof  ....  18  00 

Worcester  County  Abstract  Co.  ...  12  84 

E.  T.  Powers,  repairing  park  rail  .  .  10  35 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  stove  grate,  etc.  6  00 

Joseph  Dudley,  care  of  lawns .  39  75 

Moses  U.  Gaskill,  Inspector  of 

animals  .  51  00 

Planet  Co.,  voting  booths .  14  00  • 

G.  G.  Davenport,  paint  and  brushes  1  75 

Carl  M.  Taft,  express  and  cartage 

of  booths .  1  50 

Traffic  Sign  &  Signal  Co.,  sign 

boards  .  10  00 

H.  S.  Wood,  perambulating .  10  00 

G.  G.  Davenport,  perambulating  .  .  10  00 

Carl  M.  Taft,  perambulating .  10  00 

H.  S.  Wood,  auto  for  Robillard  case  6  00 

Carl  M.  Taft,  auto  for  Robillard 

case  .  3  00 

Dr.  P.  E.  Joslin,  criminal  case  ....  2  00 

W.  W.  Watson,  returning  deaths  . .  1  25 

Leonard  T.  Gaskill,  postage,  ex¬ 
press,  etc .  33  26 

Charles  H.  Allen,  recording  and  in¬ 
dexing  14  births .  14  00 

Charles  H.  Allen,  recording  and  in¬ 
dexing  22  marriages  .  1 1  00 

Charles  H.  Allen,  recording  and  in¬ 
dexing  15  deaths  .  750 

Charles  H.  Allen,  oaths  to  39  officers  9  75 
Charles  H.  Allen,  care  of  Record 

room  and  lawn .  12  00 
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Charles  H.  Allen,  postage .  4  74 

Charles  H.  Allen,  sealing  hay  scales  1  00 

Charles  H.  Allen,  expenses  to 

Clerk’s  meeting .  2  00 

Charles  H.  Allen,  repairs,  etc.  for 

Record  room  .  4  59 

Charles  H.  Allen,  carfare  and 

express  .  2  75 

H.  J.  George,  insurance .  65  32 

L.  H.  Barney,  coal  for  Town  Hall  33  00 

-  $509  31 

BONDS  FOR  TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Paid  H.  A.  Daniels  .  $82  00 

The  Selectmen  report  the  liabilities  and  assets  of  the  town 
as  follows : — 

LIABILITIES. 

3  New  School  Building  notes  .  $1,500  00 

3  New  School  Building  notes .  450  00 

Outstanding  bills,  estimated .  350  00 

Collector’s  salary,  2  years .  250  00 

-  $2,550  00 

ASSETS. 

Due  from  State  for  aid  to  pensioners.  . .  $186  00 

Due  from  Collector,  1918 .  101  36 

Due  from  Collector,  1919  .  308  00 

Due  from  Collector,  1920  .  2,362  20 

Due  from  State  account,  roads .  213  00 

Cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer .  349  22 


$3,519  78 
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RECAPITULATION. 


Salaries  . 

$838  99 

Moth  scout  . 

339  00 

Street  lights  . 

619  92 

Memorial  Day . 

50  00 

Old  cemetery  . 

6  00 

Board  of  Health  . 

48  50 

State  Aid  . 

186  00 

Tree  Warden  . 

99  50 

Fire  Department  . 

146  13 

Incidentals  . 

1,110  87 

Bonds  for  officers . 

82  00 

Old  Taft  Public  Library  . 

276  48 

New  Taft  Public  Library . 

1,531  80 

Support  of  Poor . 

1,258  40 

Support  of  schools  . 

11,021  90 

Soldiers’  relief  . 

55  00 

Austin  Wood  relief  . 

50  00 

Highways  . 

5,828  33 

-  $23,548 

LIST  OF  JURORS, 

1920. 

Frank  M.  Aldrich, 

Farmer. 

Daniel  H.  Barnes, 

Real  Estate. 

John  J.  Curley, 

Electrician. 

Raymond  L.  Daley, 

Bottler. 

Franklin  E.  Goodnow, 

Plumber. 

Luther  W.  Holbrook, 

Farmer. 

Freeman  C.  Lowell, 

Milk  Dealer. 

Louis  L.  Marlow, 

Moulder. 

Archibald  E.  Miller, 

Pattern  Maker. 

Edward  F.  Blood, 

Clerk. 

Smith  A.  Steere, 

Farmer. 

George  L.  Taft, 

Farmer. 

John  M.  Towne, 

Watchman. 

Edgar  L.  White, 

Box  Maker. 

Edward  A.  Whiting, 

Watchman. 
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APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  1920. 

Support  of  schools,  transportation  of  scholars,  etc..  .  $9,600  00 

School  physician  .  25  00 

General  repairs  of  highways  .  850  00 

Taft  Public  Library  .  325  00 

Interest  .  350  00 

Payment  of  Town  Dept .  650  00 

Incidentals  .  900  00 

Salaries  .  800  00 

Bonds  for  Town  officers  .  100  00 

Board  of  Health  .  150  00 

Fire  Department  .  100  00 

Tree  Warden  .  100  00 

Moth  scout  .  375  00 

Street  lights .  700  00 

Support  of  poor  .  1,000  00 

Soldiers’  relief  .  60  00 

Memorial  Day  .  60  00 

Highway  Commission .  500  00 

Old  cemetery  .  50  00 

Lights,  H.  W.  Gaskill  .  40  00 

Roads  and  bridges,  155  act .  2,150  00 

Clearing  roads  of  snow,  general  fund .  1,000  00 


$19,885  00 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CARL  M.  TAFT, 

GEORGE  G.  DAVENPORT, 
HERBERT  S.  WOOD, 


Selectmen  of  Mendon. 
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COLLECTOR’S  REPORT. 


1917. 


Dr. 

To  balance  uncollected  Jan.  1,  1920  ...  .  $87  93 

Interested  received  .  15  29 


Cr. 

By  cash  paid  Treasurer . 


$103  22 
$103  22 


1918. 


Dr. 

To  balance  uncollected  Jan.  1,  1920  ....  $381  91 

Interest  received  .  26  31 


Cr. 


By  cash  paid  Treasurer .  $306  86 

Amount  uncollected  .  101  36 


$408  22 


$408  22 


1919. 

Dr. 

To  balance  uncollected  Jan.  1,  1920  _  $2,337  96 

Interest  received  .  $76  24 

Cr. 

.  $2,106  20 

.  308  00 


$2,414  20 


By  cash  paid  Treasurer 
Amount  uncollected  . 


$2,414  20 
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1920. 

Dr. 

To  taxes  committed  for  collection . $16,236  40 

Additional  assessment  .  20  40 

Interest  received .  33  92 


By  cash  paid  Treasurer  . 
Abatement  . 

Amount  uncollected  .  . 

$16,290  72 

Cr. 

. $13,918  52 

.  10  00 

.  2,362  20 

- $16,290  72 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 

Collector  of  Taxes, 

Mendon,  January  1,  1921. 
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HIGHWAY  SURVEYOR’S  REPORT. 


The  Highway  Surveyor  submits  the  following  report  for  the 
financial  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1920: — 

RESOURCES. 

Appropriation  under  Chapter  155,  Acts 

of  1918  .  $4,300  00 

Appropriation  for  general  repairs .  850  00 

Appropriation  under  Chapter  525,  Spe¬ 
cial  repairs  on  Providence  street...  1,000  00 
Appropriation  for  cleaning  roads  of 

snow,  from  general  fund .  1,000  00 

Received  from  State  on  account  of  Street 

Railway  tax  .  20  67 

-  $7,170  67 

EXPENDITURE  FOR  CLEARING  THE  ROADS  OF 

SNOW. 

Paid  Charles  A.  Fletcher,  men  and  teams  $315  00 

Wm.  F.  Irons,  men  and  teams  ....  67  00 

Frank  Harding,  men  and  teams  ...  226  50 

Thomas  A.  Courtemanche  .  30  00 

Frank  Russo  .  18  00 

Everett  Ballou  .  24  00 

John  M.  Towne  .  108  00 

James  C.  Bassett  .  78  00 

Manuel  T.  Rogers  .  102  50 

Nathan  F.  Towne  .  47  00 
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Chester  C.  Shattuck .  4  00 

Luther  W.  Holbrook  .  75  00 

P.  T.  Kinsley .  4  00 

Roscoe  Steere  .  1  00 

Ralph  Harding .  8  50 

Bert  Harding  .  8  50 

Roy  Barrows .  5  75 

J.  Stewart  Cox  .  181  75 

Harold  E.  Steere  .  9  10 

H.  Lemieux .  6  00 

Wm.  G.  Larking  .  31  21 

James  H.  Smith  .  13  25 

Frank  S.  Brown  .  10  00 

Clarence  H.  Moores  .  30  00 

Jos.  Roy  .  4  00 

John  F.  Powers  .  5  00 

Leonard  E.  Taft  .  55  30 

Everett  D.  Robinson  .  510  50 

Merton  Miller  .  1  50 

R.  L.  Daley  .  14  00 

Arthur  E.  Brown  .  4  00 

E.  A.  Walsh  .  2  00 

Charles  Entwistle  .  4  00 

Henry  W.  Gaskill  .  94  00 

Thomas  McTurk  .  7  50 

John  J.  O’Sullivan .  6  00 

Fred  Caswell .  8  00 

Patrick  Coleman .  11  38 

Lyman  Cook  .  12  50 

Owen  Brady  .  12  00 

Milo  A.  Gaskill  .  14  50 


$2,170  24 


19 


EXPENDITURES  FOR  REPAIRS  OF  HIGHWAY. 

Paid  Charles  A.  Fletcher  for  teams  ....  $441  00 

P.  T.  Kinsley  for  teams  .  185  00 

Moses  U.  Gaskill  for  teams .  85  00 

Charles  A.  Fletcher,  Highway  Sur¬ 
veyor  .  513  00 

James  C.  Bassett,  for  labor .  14  00 

George  Foster,  for  labor  .  515  00 

Charles  S.  Kelly,  for  labor .  501  00 

Manuel  T.  Rogers,  for  labor .  258  00 

John  M.  Towne .  20  00 

Clarence  H.  Moores  .  286  00 

W.  Whelan,  labor  on  State  road  .  .  6  00 

Frank  Augustine,  labor  on  State 

road  .  6  00 

A.  Kampersal,  labor  on  State  road  14  00 

L.  W.  Holbrook,  labor  .  17  50 

H.  S.  Wood,  labor .  18  00 

Alonzo  E.  Brown .  3  00 

Everett  D.  Robinson,  labor .  130  30 

M.  U.  Gaskill,  sand  and  gravel.  ...  6  40 

C.  A.  Feltcher,  gravel  and  plank  .  .  27  75 

C.  A.  Fletcher,  plank .  32  20 

Eugene  E.  Brown,  2  stone  posts  ...  2  00 

Malcom  Scott,  gravel  .  3  40 

Carl  M.  Taft,  gravel  .  60 

Alden  Speare  &  Co.,  patching  com¬ 
pound  .  79  24 

Milford  &  Uxbridge  St.  Ry.  Co., 

gravel  .  61  50 

W.  A.  Barry,  repairs  .  325 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  supplies .  50  78 

H.  M.  Curtis  Co.,  coal .  5  85 

Geo.  G.  Davenport,  plank,  etc.  ...  1132 

J.  J.  Galvin,  road  oil .  361  00 


$3,658  09 
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Due  State  of  Mass,  for  use  of  trucks  .  . . 


850  00 


Amount  expended  on  repairs  of  Highways 


$4,508  09 


Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  A.  FLETCHER, 

Highway  Surveyor. 


Mendon,  Jan.  1,  1921. 


21 


REPORT  OF  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR 


The  Overseers  of  the  Poor  submit  the  following  report  for 
the  financial  year  ending  December  31,  1920: — 

RESOURCES. 

Appropriation  .  $1,000  00 

EXPENDITURES. 


Paid  for  support  of  one  person  in  private 

family  .  $291  45 

For  support  of  one  person  at  home 

and  State  Hospital  .  175  35 

For  board,  nursing,  medical  attend¬ 
ance  and  burial  of  one  person  483  78 
On  account  of  three  persons  assisted 

in  their  homes .  307  82 

-  $1,258  40 

Bills  outstanding  .  $1067 


Respectfully  submitted, 

P.  JOHN  HOBERG, 

G.  G.  DAVENPORT, 

F.  M.  ALDRICH, 

Overseers  of  the  Poor. 
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REPORT  OF  TOWN  CLERK. 


DOGS  LICENSED  IN  1920. 


140  males  and  sprayed  females  at  $2  each .  $208  00 

17  females  at  $5  each  .  85  00 

-  $293  00 

Clerk’s  fees  .  24  20 


Cash  paid  County  Treasurer  .  $268  80 


BIRTHS  REGISTERED  IN  1920. 


Date  of 
Birth. 
1920. 


Name  of  Child. 


Parents,  with  Maiden 
Name  of  Mother. 


Feb. 

28. 

Ruth  Messinger, 

April 

24. 

Alice  Barbara  Canon, 

April 

16. 

Joseph  Randor, 

May 

30. 

Margery  Richards  Hemond, 

June 

19. 

Sarah  Mary  Mulcahey, 

July 

6. 

Joseph  Edgar  Rondeau, 

July 

18. 

Donald  Worth  Kearsley, 

Aug. 

24. 

Florence  Altena  Noyes, 

Sept. 

27. 

Frank  Edward  Dudley, 

Nov. 

1. 

Ercole  Luigi  Sabattinelli, 

Nov. 

17. 

Female 

Dec. 

5. 

Male, 

Dec. 

22. 

Anita  Roy, 

Dec. 

31. 

Helen  Augusta  Taft, 

Adin  A.  and  Mabel  M.  Taft. 

Harold  G  and  Mary  J.  Hackenson. 

Joseph  Randor  and  Bessie  M.  Hoggarth, 
George  L.  and  Helen  H.  Holbrook. 

John  F.  and  Elizabeth  M.  Blunt. 
Francis  X.  and  Ora  M.  Bartlett. 

Albert  and  Margaret  M.  Thompson. 

John  J.  and  Jesise  F.  Wheeler. 

Joseph  H.  and  Nancy  Carroll. 

Ercole  and  Paulina  Bergoli. 


Joseph  and  Ida  Gordon. 

Clarence  A.  and  Mary  G.  Benner. 


MARRIAGES  REGISTERED 

IN  1920. 

Date 

of 

Marriage. 

1920. 

Names. 

Residence. 

Jan. 

2. 

James  John  Brogan. 

Franklin,  Mass. 

Gladys  Irene  Pearson, 

Mendon,  Mass. 

Jan. 

26. 

Joseph  Isaiah  Bartlett, 

Mendon,  Mass. 

Marie  Sophie  Bellona  Champagne, 

Central  Falls,  R.  I. 

Feb. 

1. 

Alfred  Desjardin, 

Millville,  Mass. 

Mildred  Hazel  Irons 

Mendon,  Mass. 

Feb. 

7. 

Joseph  Roy  Flooks, 

Mendon,  Mass. 

Rosalma  Bonnin, 

Northbridge,  aMss. 

May 

15. 

Gideon  Halsing, 

Mendon,  Mass. 

Olga  Svenson, 

Hopedale,  Mass. 

May 

29. 

Ralph  Reginald  Harding, 

Mendon,  Mass. 

Louise  Bradley  Canon, 

Mendon,  Mass. 
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MARRIAGES  REGISTERED  IN  1920.— Continued. 


Date  of 

Marriage.  Names.  Residence. 

1920. 


June 

8. 

George  Calvin  Nelson, 

Hopedale,  Mass. 

Queenie  Doris  Harding, 

Mendon,  Mass, 

June 

9. 

Harold  Clayton  Barrows, 

Mendon,  Mass, 

Florence  Helen  Muller, 

Cambridge,  Mass. 

July 

6. 

Patrick  Francis  Quirk, 

Milford,  Mass. 

Elizabeth  Beatrice  Payne, 

Mendon,  Mass. 

July 

4. 

Arthur  Preston  Dalton, 

Mendon,  Mass. 

Irene  Maud  Mathewson, 

Mendon,  Mass. 

July 

21. 

Fred  Davis  Hall, 

Milford,  Mass. 

Harriet  Hoggarth, 

Mendon,  Mass. 

Sept. 

16. 

Leslie  A.  Cole, 

Mendon,  Mass. 

Mary  Katherine  Moulton, 

Mendon,  Mass. 

Sept. 

22. 

Joseph  Rosetti, 

Milford,  Mass. 

Kara  Bracci, 

Mendon,  Mass. 

Sept. 

4. 

Albert  Ellison  Sears, 

Mendon,  Mass. 

Gladys  Lillian  Judd, 

Upton,  Mass. 

Sept. 

27. 

Ricardo  Gregoretti, 

Mendon,  Mass. 

Ida  Bagnoli, 

Hopelale,  Mass. 

Sept. 

18. 

Primo  Desanti, 

Mendon,  Mass. 

Josephine  Calitri, 

Milford,  Mass. 

Oct. 

12. 

Herbert  Bertram  Stusse, 

Mendon,  Mass. 

Dora  Elizabeth  Prue, 

Mendon,  Mass. 

Oct. 

20. 

Everett  DeWolf  Robinson, 

Mendon,  Mass. 

Marion  Evelyn  Pomeroy, 

Wallingford,  Ct. 

Nov. 

11. 

David  Alcid  Rondeau, 

Uxbridge,  Mass. 

Elsie  Mary  Bartlett, 

Mendon,  Mass. 

Nov. 

10. 

Thomas  Curley, 

Mendon,  Mass. 

Annie  Cressy, 

Holyoke,  Mass. 

Nov. 

24. 

Clarence  Woodbury  Blaisdell, 

Mendon,  Mass. 

Mary  Anna  Metcalf, 

Mendon,  Mass. 

Dec. 

23. 

Theodore  Harding  Griffin, 

Cambridge,  Mass. 

Harriet  L.  Cochran, 

Mendon,  Mass. 

DEATHS  REGISTERED  IN  1920. 


Date  of  Age. 


Death. 

1920. 

Name. 

Y. 

M. 

D. 

Jan. 

28. 

Jane  M.  Sweet, 

76 

4 

8 

Jan. 

31. 

Beatrice  Annie  Parkinson, 

46 

6 

22 

Feb. 

16. 

Frank  Clayton  Wood, 

59 

1 

22 

Feb. 

22. 

Maria  Boyle, 

74 

1 

22 

March 

3. 

Mary  Curley, 

60 

0 

0 

April 

2. 

Susan  Taft, 

90 

0 

6 

April 

4. 

Harriott  E.  Field  Darling, 

86 

6 

14 

June 

10. 

Clarence  Augustus  Taft, 

44 

0 

19 

June 

23. 

Jean  Baptiste  Blanchard, 

37 

0 

0 

June 

30. 

Shirley  Wright  Brown, 

0 

9 

26 

Aug. 

20. 

Jane  Hazard, 

86 

5 

20 

Nov. 

17. 

Female, 

0 

0 

0 

Nov. 

19. 

John  Henry  Ryan, 

89 

9 

2 

Nov. 

19. 

Albion  Andrew  Gaskill, 

56 

3 

1 

Dec. 

5. 

Male, 

0 

0 

0 
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If  errors  or  omissions  are  discovered  in  the  list  of  births, 
marriages  or  deaths,  report  them  to  the  Town  Clerk  that  the 
record  may  be  corrected. 

Blanks  for  the  return  of  all  Vital  Records  may  be  ob¬ 
tained  of  the  Clerk. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  H.  ALLEN, 

Town  Clerk. 


Mendon,  January  1,  1921. 
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THE  FORTIETH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

TRUSTEES  OF  TAFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY* 


The  Trustees  report  another  successful  year  in  the  history 
of  the  Library. 

We  wish  to  thank  all  who  contributed  in  any  way  to  its  wel¬ 
fare. 

It  is  with  regret  that  we  must  report  the  resignation  of  Mrs. 
Lena  W.  George  as  Librarian.  Her  long  and  valuable  services 
have  been  greatly  appreciated  by  all  patrons  of  the  Library  and 
the  Trustees  are  equally  grateful  for  her  earnest  efforts  to  keep 
the  Library  up  to  its  present  standard. 

We  are  also  fortunate  in  securing  the  services  of  Miss 
Beatrice  Taft  as  Librarian.  With  her  experience  and  the  help 
that  can  be  rendered  her  by  our  townspeople  we  can  feel  assured 
of  another  prosperous  year  in  Library  work. 

We  are  glad  to  report  the  opening  of  our  new  Library  build¬ 
ing  early  this  year.  One  only  has  to  visit  it  to  appreciate  its  value. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CARL  M.  TAFT, 

EDWIN  L.  WILSON, 

FREEMAN  C.  LOWELL, 


Trustees  of  Taft  Public  Library. 


26 


Finance  Committee  Report. 


The  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  Taft  Public 
Library  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1920: — 

RESOURCES. 

To  Appropriation  .  $325  00 

Sale  of  old  iron  .  1  75 

Received  from  fines .  11  60 

-  $338  35 

EXPENDITURES. 

H.  M.  Curtiss  Coal  Co.,  coal .  $6  68 

Kinsley  Barnes,  janitor  .  2  00 

H.  W.  Wilson  Co.,  guide .  7  00 

E.  F.  Driscoll,  magazines .  18  85 

E.  H.  Taft,  wood .  11  50 

Edward  Whiting,  janitor  .  7  00 

Ginn  &  Company,  book .  7  68 

W.  A.  Butterfield,  books  .  12  90 

Lena  W.  George,  Librarian  .  50  00 

Edward  Whiting,  janitor  .  13  00 

Charles  Scribner  Sons,  magazine .  7  00 

W.  A.  Butterfield,  books  .  10  50 

Arthur  T.  White,  magazine  .  4  00 

DeWolf  &  Fiske  Co.,  books .  49  96 

E.  H.  Taft,  wood  .  6  00 

Edward  Whiting,  janitor  .  5  00 

H.  W.  Wilson,  guide .  7  00 

Lena  W.  George,  Librarian’s  expenses.  .  50  41 

Cash  on  hand .  61  87 

-  $338  35 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FREEMAN  C.  LOWELL, 

Finance  Committee. 
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NEW  LIBRARY  BUILDING. 


RESOURCES. 

Gift  of  Rosa  F.  Taft .  $500  00 

Appropriation  .  800  00 

Sale  of  bell  .  12  00 

Fletcher  Library  fund .  216  19 

E.  L.  Wilson,  lumber  .  5  60 

-  $1,533  79 

EXPENDITURES. 

H.  M.  Curtiss  Coal  Co.,  shingles  .  $163  75 

Samuel  W.  Wood,  labor  .  187  85 

H.  S.  Chadbourne,  supplies  .  16  44 

H.  M.  Curtiss  Coal  Co.,  shingles .  66  50 

Edward  Whiting,  labor  .  5  40 

Edwin  L.  Wilson,  repairs  .  16  11 

S.  A.  Steere,  painting,  etc .  161  82 

Frank  C.  Albee,  mason  .  18  40 

Geo.  H.  Locke,  lumber  .  214  80 

Moses  U.  Gaskill,  gravel  .  9  00 

Samuel  W.  Wood,  labor .  413  62 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  supplies .  7  48 

H.  M.  Curtiss  Coal  Co.,  cement  .  7  50 

Worcester  Suburban  Elec.  Co.,  bulbs  .  .  9  20 

Geo.  H.  Locke,  lumber .  58  93 

Samuel  W.  Wood,  labor  .  25  00 

Benj.  D.  Van  Riper,  electrician .  150  00 

Cash  on  hand  .  1  99 

-  $1,533  79 


Respectfully  submitted, 

FREEMAN  C.  LOWELL, 


Finance  Committee. 
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LIBRARIAN’S  REPORT. 


To  the  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public  Library: — 

The  circulation  for  the  48  weeks  that  the  library  was  open 
was  6,386  volumes.  The  largest  number  given  out  in  one  week 
was  192,  the  smallest  99,  the  average  133.  The  circulation  by 
classes  was  as  follows:  fiction,  4,631;  magazines,  1,139;  bound 
magazines,  86;  biography,  85;  travel,  51;  history,  131;  litera¬ 
ture,  62 ;  useful  and  fine  arts,  105  ;  science,  44 ;  all  others,  52. 

There  are  about  5,740  volumes  in  the  library,  152  having 
been  added  the  past  year.  79  were  bought  by  the  town  and  73 
were  given  as  follows :  Massachusetts  Library  Commission,  42 ; 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  2 ;  Miss  Wiswall,  7 ;  G.  L.  Taft, 
3 ;  R.  F.  Taft,  1 ;  E.  J.  David,  1 ;  J.  G.  Holme,  1 ;  Carnegie  En¬ 
dowment,  1;  Anonymous,  15. 

The  library  subscribes  for  the  Century,  Harper’s  Monthly, 
Scribner’s  National  Geographic,  Field  and  Stream,  Illustrated 
World,  Scientific  American,  St.  Nicholas,  Ladies’  Home  Journal 
and  Woman’s  Home  Companion.  The  Library  Commission  sends 
the  World’s  Work,  Good  Housekeeping,  Popular  Mechanics  and 
American  Boy. 

$11.60  was  received  for  fines. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LENA  W.  GEORGE, 


Mendon,  January  1,  1921. 


Librarian. 
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BOOKS  ADDED  IN  1920. 


Fiction : — 

American.  Mary  Dillon. 

Best  short  stories  of  1918.  E.  J.  O’Brien,  ed. 
Black  sheep!  Black  sheep!  Meredith  Nicholson. 
Box  with  the  broken  seals.  E.  P.  Oppenheim. 
Branding  iron.  K.  N.  Burt. 

Builders.  Ellen  Glasgow. 

Coming  harvest.  Rene  Barin. 

Cresting  wave.  E.  B.  Morris. 

Cross  pull.  H.  G.  Evarts. 

Dangerous  days.  M.  R.  Rinehart. 

Dark  Mirror.  L.  J.  Vance. 

Deerslayer.  J.  F.  Cooper. 

Duds.  H.  C.  Rowland. 

Eyes  of  the  blind.  A.  S.  Roche. 

Face  of  the  world.  Johan  Bojer. 

Free  air.  Sinclair  Lewis. 

From  father  to  son.  M.  S.  Watts. 

From  now  on.  F.  L.  Packard. 

Georgina  of  the  rainbows.  A.  F.  Johnston. 
Gold  out  of  Celebes.  A.  E.  Dingle. 

Great  accident.  B.  A.  Williams. 

Great  desire.  Alexander  Black. 

Great  impersonation.  E.  P.  Oppenheim. 

House  of  Baltazar.  W.  J.  Locke. 

In  pawn  to  a  throne.  Demetra  Vaka. 

Ivory  trail.  Talbot  Mundy. 

Jay  Gould  Harmon.  G.  S.  Kimball. 

Jeremy.  Hugh  Walpole. 

Kindred  of  the  dust.  P.  S.  Kyne. 

Lamp  in  the  desert.  E.  M.  Dell. 

Lovable  meddler.  Leona  Dalrymple. 

Ma  Pettengill.  H.  L.  Wilson. 

Man  of  the  forest.  Zane  Grey. 
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Many  Junes.  Archibald  Marshall. 

Marm  Liza.  K.  D.  Wiggin. 

Mary  Marie.  Eleanor  Porter. 

Mary  Olivier.  May  Sinclair, 

Miranda.  G.  L.  H.  Lutz. 

Miss  Lulu  Bett.  Zona  Gale. 

Mrs.  Marden.  Robert  Hichens. 

Nocturne.  Frank  Swinnerton. 

Passionate  pilgrim.  Samuel  Merwin. 

Pippin.  L.  E.  Richards. 

Poor  relations.  C.  Mackenzie. 

“Portygee.”  J.  C.  Lincoln. 

Prestons.  M.  H.  Vorse. 

One  Quirt.  B.  M.  Bower. 

Raincoat  girl.  Jennette  Lee. 

Ramsey  Milholland.  Booth  Tarkington. 
Re-creation  of  Brian  Kent.  H.  B.  Wright. 
Ridin’  kid  from  Powder  River.  H.  H.  Knibbs. 
Rim  of  the  world.  B.  M.  Bower. 

Robin  Linnet.  E.  F.  Benson. 

Second  violin.  G.  S.  Richmond. 

Secret  spring.  Pierre  Benoit. 

Shrieking  pit.  A.  J.  Rees. 

Sir  Harry.  Archibald  Marshall. 

Skeleton  key.  Bernard  Capes. 

Splendid  outcast.  George  Gibbs. 

Story  of  Opal.  Opal  Whiteley. 

Strange  case  of  Mortimer  Fenley.  Louis  Tracy. 
Streets  of  Ascalon.  R.  W.  Chambers. 
Thoroughbred.  H.  K.  Webster. 

Wandering  ghosts.  F.  M.  Crawford. 

Way  of  the  wind.  E.  Frothingham. 

Wicked  marquis.  E.  P.  Oppenheim. 

Wreckers.  Francis  Lynde. 

Wyndham’s  pal.  Harold  Bindloss. 

Yellowleaf.  Sacha  Gregory. 

Young  visiters.  Daisy  Ashford. 
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Juveniles : — • 

Adventures  of  Twinkly  Eyes.  Allen  Chaffee. 
American  boy’s  book  of  bugs.  Dan  Beard. 

Anne  of  the  Island.  L.  M.  Montgomery. 
Argonauts  of  faith.  Basil  Mathews, 

Bobbie  and  the  big  road.  Maud  Lindsay. 

Bowser  the  hound.  T.  W;  Burgess. 

Browne  readers.  Books  3  and  4. 

Captain  Kituk.  R.  J.  Snell. 

Elephant  stories. 

Eskimo  land.  E.  W.  Hawkes. 

First  studies  of  plant  life.  G.  F.  Atkinson. 

Gods  and  heroes.  R.  E.  Francillon. 

Gulliver’s  travels.  Jonathan  Swift. 

Hero  folk  of  ancient  Britain.  S.  E.  Wiltse. 
Heroic  life  of  Gen.  Washington.  E.  S.  Brooks. 
Junior  cup.  Allen  French. 

King  Arthur  and  his  court.  F.  N.  Greene. 
Little  Jean.  H.  D.  Brown. 

Little  Gateway  to  science.  E.  M.  Patch. 

Little  maid  of  Mass.  Colony.  A.  T.  Curtis. 
Little  maid  of  Provincetown.  A.  T.  Curtis. 
Marjorie’s  quest.  J.  T.  Gould. 

New  Europe.  N.  B.  Allen. 

New  Geography.  W.  W.  Atwood. 

Old  Ryerson.  Walter  Camp. 

Paul  and  the  printing  press.  S.  W.  Bassett. 
Pilgrim  maid.  M.  A.  Taggart. 

Pilot  of  the  Mayflower.  H.  Butterworth. 

Quest  of  the  Golden  Valley.  Belmore  Browne. 
Rebecca’s  promise.  F.  R.  Sterrett. 

Richmond  second  reader.  H.  E.  Richmond. 
Sarah  Brewster’s  relatives.  E.  W.  Peattie. 
Seaside  and  Wayside,  4v.  J.  M.  Wright. 

Slipper  Point  mystery.  A.  H.  Seaman. 

Soldier  Rigdale.  Marie  Dix. 

South  America.  N.  B.  Allen. 
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Stories  of  royal  children. 

Story  of  Jesus.  Anne  Bachelor. 

Story  of  the  Pilgrim  fathers.  H.  G.  TunniclifT. 

Testing  of  Janice  Day.  H.  B.  Long. 

Three  industrial  nations.  Blaich. 

Uncle  Zeb  and  his  friends.  E.  W.  Frentz. 

What  bird  is  that?  F.  M.  Chapman. 

When  she  came  home  from  college.  Hurd  and  Wilson. 
Young  and  Field  literary  readers.  Books  2,  3  and  4. 
Young  people’s  history  of  the  Pilgrims.  W.  E.  Griffis. 

Non-Fiction : — 

Americanization  of  Edward  Bok.  Edward  Bok. 

Brief  history  of  the  Great  War.  J.  H.  Hayes. 

Cape  Cod.  Agnes  Edwards. 

Donald  Thompson  in  Russia.  D.  C.  Thompson. 

Education  of  Henry  Adams.  Henry  Adams. 

Elizabeth  and  her  German  garden. 

Field  and  study.  John  Burroughs. 

Fifty-fifth  artillery.  F.  M.  Cutter. 

Leonard  Wood  on  National  issues.  E.  J.  David 
Life  and  letters  of  Elizabeth  Prentiss. 

Life  of  Leonard  Wood.  J.  G.  Holme. 

Lincoln,  the  world  emancipator.  John  Drinkwater. 
Manual  for  Mass,  voters. 

Memoirs  of  the  Empress  Eugenie,  2v.  Comte  Fleury. 
Mercier.  Charlotte  Kellogg. 

Smashing  through  the  World  War.  E.  D.  Sirois. 

Soldiers  and  sailors  of  France  in  the  American  War  for  In¬ 
dependence.  Joachim  Merlant. 

Theodore  Roosevelt,  2v.  J.  B.  Bishop. 

Theodore  Roosevelt.  W.  R.  Thayer. 

United  States  in  our  own  times.  P.  L.  Haworth. 
Vagabonding  through  Germany.  H.  A.  Franck. 

Winsome  womanhood.  Margaret  Sangster. 

Worker  and  his  work.  S.  S.  Center. 
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AUDITOR’S  REPORT. 


I  have  examined  the  accounts  of  all  the  Town  Officers  who 
have  received  or  disbursed  funds  belonging  to  the  town  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  January  1,  1921,  and  find  them  to  correspond 
with  the  respective  vouchers. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LUTHER  W.  HOLBROOK, 

Auditor. 

Mendon,  February  16,  1921. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


OF  THE 


TOWN  OF  MENDON 


FOR  THE 


SCHOOL  YEAR  1920. 


ORGANIZATION  OF 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE,  1920. 


CLARENCE  A.  TAFT,  Secretary, 
EDWIN  L.  WILSON,  to  fill  vacancy, 
FREEMAN  C.  LOWELL,  Chairman, 
A.  SUMNER  COLEMAN, 


Died  June  10,  1920. 
Term  expires  1921. 
Term  expires  1922. 
Term  expries  1923. 


Superintendent. 

F.  G.  ATWELL, 


C.  H.  DROWN. 


Truant  Officers. 

LYMAN  COOK,  C.  H.  DROWN, 

JACOB.  R.  BROWN. 


REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


The  School  Committee  submits  the  following  report  for  the 
year  ending  January  1,  1921. 

RESOURCES. 

Appropriation  .  $9,600  00 

Appropriation  for  School  Physician  ....  25  00 

-  $9,625  00 

EXPENDITURES. 

Teachers  .  $6,153  99 

Superintendent  .  796  75 

Transportation  .  1,178  00 

Fuel  .  918  75 

Care  of  Rooms .  615  00 

Text  Books  and  Supplies .  645  66 

-  $9,625  00 

School  Physician .  25  00 

Incidentals  .  588  05 

Tuition  .  100  70 

- $11,021  90 


Overdrawn  .  $1,396  90 

Teachers. 

Herbert  A.  Wisbey .  $840  00 

Percy  A.  Robbins .  525  00 

Caroline  E.  Stearns  .  450  00 

Iva  L.  Higgins .  431  25 

Annie  M.  Linc'oln  .  180  55 

Ella  K.  Hudson .  198  63 
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Verena  Daley  .  524  18 

Mary  J.  Monehan  .  395  81 

Caroline  M.  Reeves  .  237  48 

Mary  E.  Dudley .  812  56 

Maria  E.  Allen  .  640  28 

Gertrude  Rhodes  .  712  50 

Evelyn  Raymond  .  143  75 

Mildred  Irons .  50  00 

Ernestine  H.  Wilcox  .  12  00 


$6,153  99 


Superintendent. 


F.  G.  Atwell  .  $36  75 

C.  H.  Drown  .  760  00 

-  $796  75 

T  RANSPORTATION. 

Milford  &  Uxbridge  St.  Ry.  Co .  $300  00 

Carl  Taft  .  210  00 

J.  F.  Leonard  .  48  00 

Frank  Russo  .  440  00 

Harvey  Trask  .  180  00 

-  $1,178  00 


School  Physician. 

0 


Dr.  K.  A.  Campbell .  $25  00 

Fuel. 

H.  M.  Curtiss  Coal  Co .  $859  75 

Charles  A.  Fletcher .  48  00 

J.  Saucier,  sawing  wood .  8  00 

Clarence  A.  Taft,  sawing  and  housing 

wood  .  3  00 


$918  75 
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Care  of  Buildings. 

Jacob  R.  Brown .  $468  00 

Sumner  Allen  .  78  50 

Minnie  Thayer  .  61  50 

Irene  Lamothe  .  7  00 

-  $615  00 

Tuition. 

City  of  Worcester  .  $100  70 

Text  Books  and  Supplies. 

L.  E.  Knott  Co .  $40  07 

G.  M.  Billings  .  14  50 

Ginn  &  Co .  47  67 

Houghton  Mifflin  Co .  10  72 

Rand  McNally  Co .  1  64 

Oliver  Ditson  Co .  11  88 

The  Charlescraft  Press  .  14  55 

Masury  Young  Co .  9  20 

Wright  &  Potter  Co .  2  03 

Silver  Burdett  &  Co .  17  11 

Henry  Holt  &  Co .  3  00 

Benjamin  H.  Sanborne  .  3  28 

D.  C.  Heath  &  Co .  61  59 

J.  L.  Hammett  Co .  219  70 

Cambridge  Botanical  Supply  Co .  14  70 

Ryan  &  Buker  Co .  8  09 

Iroquois  Publishing  Co .  10  78 

Carroll  H.  Drown  .  59  25 

Charles  E.  Merrill  Co .  2  93 

Mass.  Child  Labor  Committee .  1  00 

American  Book  Co .  15  97 

Edward  E.  Babb  Co .  23  93 

J.  J.  Gibbs  .  1  00 

Denoyer  Geppert  Co .  4  40 


$645  66 
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Incidentals. 

E.  L.  Lilley,  repairing  clock  .  $1  50 

Herber  J.  Mann,  lettering  diplomas  .  .  .  1  25 

H.  Edson  Wheeler,  repairing  clocks  ...  9  50 

E.  T.  Powers,  labor  on  lavatory .  75 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  merchandise .  5  73 

F.  C.  Townsend,  repairs  to  East  Mendon 

school  house  .  404  76 

J.  H.  Dudley,  services  at  graduation  ...  2  00 

Reformatory  for  women  .  8  32 

H.  S.  Chadbourne  Co.,  merchandise  ...  21  06 

F.  G.  Atwell,  telephone  .  60 

Carroll  H.  Drown,  telephone,  car  fares 

and  etc .  32  80 

Jacob  R.  Brown,  oiling  floors  and  mis¬ 
cellaneous  .  84  90 

Percy  Robbins,  taking  supplies  to  Albee- 

ville  school  .  2  00 

Minnie  Thayer,  hardware  and  etc .  3  45 

Percy  Robbins,  alcohol  .  55 

Geo.  E.  Thayer,  use  of  well  one  year  .  .  3  00 

A.  S.  Coleman,  one  district  meeting  ....  1  25 

E.  L.  Wilson,  one  district  meeting .  1  25 

F.  C.  Lowell,  one  district  meeting .  1  25 

Charles  H.  Kimball,  express .  1  63 

E.  L.  Wilson,  two  keys  and  fitting .  50 

-  $588  05 


Respectfully  submitted, 

FREEMAN  C.  LOWELL, 
EDWIN  L.  WILSON, 

A.  SUMNER  COLEMAN, 

School  Committee. 

January  1,  1921. 


SCHOOL  DIRECTORY. 

School  Committee. 
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Music  Supervisor. 

Miss  Evelyn  Raymond,  Hopedale  1048  Main  Street,  Athol 


Substitute  Teacher. 
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HIGH  SCHOOL  CALENDAR,  1921-1922. 

40  Weeks  in  School  Year. 

Winter  Term. 

Opens  January  3,  1921,  Closes  March  25,  1921. 
Spring  Term. 

Opens  April  4,  1921,  Closes  June  25,  1921. 

Fall  Term. 

Opens  September  6,  Closes  December  23. 

ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL  CALENDAR,  1921-1922. 

Winter  Term. 

36  Weeks  in  School  Year. 

Opens  January  3,  1921,  Closes  March  18,  1921. 

Spring  Term. 

Opens  April  4,  1921,  Closes  June  10,  1921. 

Fall  Term. 

Opens  September  6,  1921,  Closes  December  10,  1921. 

WINTER  TERM— 1922. 

High  School. 

Opens  January  3,  Closes  March  24. 

Graded  Schools. 

Open  January  3,  Close  March  17. 

Legal  Holidays: — 

Labor  Day,  Columbus  Day,  Thanksgiving  Day,  January  1, 
February  22,  April  19,  and  May  30.  There  will  be  no  session 
of  the  schools  on  the  Friday  following  Thanksgiving.  When 
a  holiday  comes  on  Sunday  the  following  Monday  becomes  a 
holiday. 
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SUPERINTENDENT’S  REPORT. 


To  the  School  Committee  and  the  Citizens  of  Mendon  : — 

I  hereby  present  my  first  report  of  the  schools  of  this  town. 
There  are  many  questions  concerning  our  schools  which  I  would 
like  to  present  to  the  citizens  of  the  town,  but  because  of  the  cost 
of  paper  and  printing  I  will  discuss  only  the  most  important  of 
our  problems. 

During  the  past  year  we  have  made  but  little  change  in  the 
program  and  general  plans  of  the  schools. 

Outlines  for  the  courses  of  study  for  the  grades  have  been 
given  the  teachers,  and  a  strong  effort  is  being  made  to  do 
thorough  work  in  all  school  subjects,  and  in  the  training  for  true 
citizenship  and  the  power  for  usefulness.  The  outlines  for  the 
Courses  of  Study  are  in  harmony  with  the  State  Courses  of  Study. 

Several  lines  of  instruction  in  auxiliary  subjects  which  are 
given  in  many  of  the  larger  towns  and  cities  cannot  be  given  in 
towns  with  small  appropriations.  The  children  of  this  town  are 
deprived  of  these  opportunities ;  yet  the  common  long  recognized 
branches  are  good  mediums  for  obtaining  an  education,  and  the 
training  and  instruction  given  must  come  largely  through  these 
subjects. 

Life  does  not  consist  wholly  of  the  processes  of  the  three 
“R’s,,’  and  the  memorizing  of  facts  and  juggling  of  figures  only 
will  give  a  very  poor  training  for  the  duties  of  life.  There  is  no 
question  but  what  the  methods  of  instruction  as  well  as  the  sub¬ 
ject  matter  should  be  much  broader  and  should  conform  more 
directly  to  the  needs  of  life  than  they  have  in  the  past.  The 
manner  in  which  a  subject  is  taught  has  more  effect  in  true 
education  than  the  subject  taught.  Hence,  much  depends  upon 
our  teachers. 
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Good  teachers  are  needed  everywhere,  but  especially  in  our 
small  towns.  Generally  the  better  trained  and  more  promising 
teachers  are  attracted  to  the  larger  and  more  wealthy  towns  and 
cities  by  the  larger  salaries  paid  and  the  greater  opportunities 
given. 

These  statements  are  not  intended  to  cast  any  reflection  upon 
our  present  teaching  staff,  for  in  general,  excellent  work  is  being 
done.  The  town  has  been  very  fortunate  in  being  able  for  one 
reason  or  another  to  get  good  teachers  at  a  low  salary.  But  it  is 
impossible  to  retain  these  teachers,  and  the  frequent  changes  are 
very  injurious  to  the  schools.  Best  results  can  be  obtained  only 
with  the  continued  service  of  efficient  teachers. 

Though  the  success  of  an  enterprise  so  important  and  far 
reaching  as  the  educational  training  of  our  children — the  grow¬ 
ing  citizens  of  our  nation — cannot  be  measured  by  the  money 
standard ;  yet  values  are  measured  to  a  large  extent  by  what  is 
paid  for  them.  Our  standard  of  measure  for  the  medium  of  ex¬ 
change  is  money.  Hence,  the  money  cost  of  our  schools  must 
indicate  to  some  extent  what  we  may  expect  to  get  from  them. 

The  reader’s  attention  is  called  to  the  page  of  this  report  on 
which  is  given  the  “Table  of  Comparative  Statistics.”  The 
figures  given  are  bassed  upon  the  last  printed  report  of  the 
Massachusetts  Board  of  Education. 

It  will  be  noted  from  this  table  that  the  total  cost  per  pupil 
of  average  membership  for  the  Mendon  schools  was  $39.73,  while 
the  average  cost  in  small  towns  given  in  Group  III  was  $46.20, 
and  the  average  for  the  state  was  $46.82.  The  cost  of  the  Mendon 
schools  was  82  per  cent  of  the  average  for  the  state.  The  amount 
expended  from  local  taxation  in  Mendon  was  $24.55  while  the 
average  for  the  towns  of  group  III  was  $41.13,  and  the  average 
for  the  state  $45.20.  The  amount  expended  for  schools  per 
pupil  in  Mendon  was  54  per  cent  of  the  average  for  the  state. 

It  can  also  be  noted  that  the  amount  expended  per  pupil  for 
teachers’  salaries  in  Mendon  was  $15.51,  while  the  average  for 
towns  in  Group  III  was  $20.90,  and  the  average  for  the  state 
was  $27.24.  The  cost  of  teachers’  salaries  in  Mendon  was  74  per 
cent  of  the  average  for  towns  in  Group  III,  and  56  per  cent  of 
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the  average  for  the  state.  This  table  also  gives  the  average  salary 
of  elementary  teachers  in  Mendon  on  Jan.  1,  1920,  and  the  aver¬ 
age  for  the  state. 

This  table  also  shows  that  the  expenditure  for  items  other 
than  teachers’  salaries  are  not  far  different  from  the  state  aver¬ 
ages.  The  cost  for  transportation  is  much  more. 

The  evident  conclusion  is  that  teachers’  salaries  in  the 
town  have  been  low.  We  must  all  agree  that  a  town  with  the 
high  intellectual  standing  of  Mendon  should  give  advantages  to 
its  children  equal  to  the  average  for  the  state.  Most  of  us  would 
say  it  should  be  better  than  the  average. 

Poor  salaries  in  the  long  run  must  mean  poor  teaching  ser¬ 
vice.  True,  the  town  in  some  cases  much  of  the  time,  and  per¬ 
haps  in  all  cases  some  of  the  time,  has  been  most  fortunate  for 
one  reason  or  another,  in  getting  very  good  teachers  at  low  sal¬ 
aries;  but  securing  and  retaining  such  teachers  is  a  gamble  with 
the  odds  generally  against  us. 

The  attention  of  the  citizens  of  the  town  is  called  to  the 
comparison  of  these  figures  to  show  that  the  town  would  not  be 
extravagant  in  paying  much  larger  salaries  than  one  year  ago. 
The  present  great  scarcity  of  teachers  makes  this  increase  im¬ 
perative. 

The  teachers  who  may  have  rendered  years  of  service  in  the 
schools  for  the  benefit  of  the  town  deserve  commendation. 
Though  their  money  remuneration  may  have  been  very  small,  they 
have  the  great  reward  of  satisfaction  in  the  expression  of  grati¬ 
tude  given,  and  the  success  attained  by  the  many  who  have  come 
under  and  gone  out  from  their  care  the  better  for  the  lessons 
taught  and  the  enobling  influence  given. 

While  the  schools  are  much  in  need  of  new  books  and  sup¬ 
plies,  and  the  buildings  need  some  repairs,  better  salaries  for 
teachers  is  our  most  urgent  need. 

BOOKS. 

New  singing  books,  physiologies,  and  supplementary  read¬ 
ers,  and  the  replacement  of  numerous  other  books  are  much  need¬ 
ed.  Even  if  these  needs  are  not  fully  supplied  this  coming  year, 


47 


the  expense  will  be  larger  than  before.  The  cost  of  paper  has 
soared  from  350  per  cent  to  500  per  cent,  and  the  cost  of  books 
has  increased  200  per  cent  to  300  per  cent,  and  another  raise  was 
made  on  January  1.  Books  and  supplies  are  the  tools  for  the 
workmen  in  the  schools  and  the  best  work  cannot  be  done  without 
them. 

A  great  effort  for  economy  in  use  of  books  and  supplies  is 
being  made.  Pupils  are  often  and  quite  generally  very  careless 
in  their  use  of  books.  The  older  pupils  are  prone  to  be  more  care¬ 
less  than  the  younger.  Lessons  in  the  use  of  public  property 
should  be  learned.  The  opportunities  and  facilities  for  educa¬ 
tion  are  becoming  so  free  in  these  days  that  they  are  little  valued. 
That  which  costs  one  nothing  is  apt  not  to  be  valued  no  matter 
how  useful  it  may  be.  If  some  of  the  pupils,  especially  the  older 
ones,  had  to  provide  some  supplies  for  their  own  use  they  would 
be  more  careful. 

Parents  can  help  the  schools  in  teaching  thrift.  Teaching 
thrift  should  not  be  merely  the  teaching  of  saving  money  in 
banks,  but  also  the  teaching  of  economical  use  of  energy,  time, 
our  natural  resources  and  all  property  in  general. 

BUILDINGS. 

It  became  necessary  to  shingle  the  East  Mendon  building 
and  to  make  a  few  other  very  minor  repairs,  so  this  work  was 
done  this  past  summer.  The  Albeeville  building  is  in  need  of  re¬ 
pairs.  Some  minor  repairs  should  be  made  soon. 

If  the  building  is  to  be  used  in  years  to  come,  quite  ex¬ 
tensive  repairs  will  have  to  be  made  within  a  few  years. 

The  interior  of  the  Center  building  should  be  refinished  soon. 
This  is  not  imperative  at  once,  but  should  be  done  within  two  or 
three  years,  the  sooner  the  better,  Some  provision  must  be  made 
for  more  conveniently  supplying  the  building  with  drinking 
water.  The  usefulness  of  the  present  pump  is  in  the  past.  We 
lecommend  that  an  appropriation  be  made  for  a  new  pump  or 
some  other  satisfactory  arrangement  to  be  installed  this  coming 
summer  vacation. 
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When  funds  are  available  some  improvement  of  the  school 
grounds  may  well  be  made.  The  spot  is  ideal  and  some  improve¬ 
ments  for  beauty  have  already  been  made.  Beautiful  surround¬ 
ings  for  the  schools  are  most  inspirational  for  the  highest  educa¬ 
tion. 

We  have  no  complaint  to  make  in  the  care  of  the  buildings, 
but  too  much  attention  to  neatness  and  cleanliness  cannot  be 
given.  They  are  most  important  factors  in  the  education  of 
children.  Well  paid  and  satisfied  janitors  will  keep  the  build¬ 
ings  and  grounds  comfortable  and  attractive. 

In  a  town  with  a  geographical  situation  like  Mendon  trans¬ 
portation  will  be  expensive  and  will  always  be  more  or  less  of  a 
problem,  and  it  is  impossible  to  please  every  one. 

Thp  running  schedule  of  the  electric  cars  seems  to  be  very 
inconvenient  for  the  schools.  Schools  have  been  opening  at  8.00 
A.  M.  with  much  inconvenience  and  dissatisfaction  to  many.  The 
time  of  opening  has  been  changed  to  8.45  A.  M.  This  plan  is  to 
be  tried  for  a  time  with  the  hope  that  it  will  be  more  convenient 
to  the  majority.  We  realize  that  it  is  not  as  convenient  for  those 
who  have  to  come  on  the  early  car.  If  this  plan  does  not  prove  to 
be  more  convenient  to  the  greater  number,  the  former  schedule 
can  be  used. 

It  would  be  very  impractical  if  not  impossible  to  have  a  “No 
School  Signal”  in  this  town.  It  seems  best  that  the  schools  be  in 
session  every  school  day  unless  the  weather  should  be  such  as  to 
make  it  impossible  or  most  unreasonable  for  children  to  come  to 
school.  If  at  any  time  while  school  is  in  session,  the  weather 
should  be  such  that  the  parents  feel  that  it  would  be  injurious  for 
their  child  to  attend  school,  they  would  be  justified  in  keeping 
him  at  home.  Out  door  air  is  good  for  children,  and  if  they  are 
properly  clothed,  the  days  when  it  would  be  unwise  for  the  well 
and  healthy  child  to  go  out  to  school  are  few. 

HIGH  SCHOOL. 

A  report  from  the  principal  is  included  in  this  school  report. 
To  make  a  small  country  high  school  successful  is  often  a  diffi- 


49 


cult  problem.  Such  a  school  is  usually  expensive,  and  the  re¬ 
sults  often  quite  unsatisfactory. 

The  Mendon  high  school  is  approved  by  the  state  department 
of  education  and  the  town  receives  the  five  hundred  dollar  grant 
from  the  state,  but  the  spirit  of  the  school  is  not  what  it  should 
be.  When  there  is  a  spirit  of  indifference  toward  hard  work, 
the  character  of  the  school  work  cannot  be  good.  High  school 
work  cannot  be  done  at  the  standard  rate  of  today  unless  the 
pupils  do  quite  an  amount  of  home  work.  The  length  of  the 
school  day  in  many  places  now  is  being  lengthened  to  .provide  for 
what  is  termed,  “Supervised  study.”  This  means  much  study  at 
school.  A  longer  school  day  likely  would  not  please  the  patrons 
of  the  Mendon  High  School.  If  the  short  day  is  continued  home 
work  must  be  done.  The  pupil  who  gives  none  or  but  little  time 
to  preparation  of  lessons  cannot  become  interested,  and  naturally 
thinks  the  fault  is  with  the  school  in  general  rather  than  with 
himself. 

A  poor  school  may  be  better  than  none;  but  in  some  re¬ 
spects  a  poor  school  is  worse  than  none,  for  it  encourages  habits 
of  indolence,  indifference  and  carelessness,  and  does  not  fit  the 
person  to  meet  the  stern  duties  of  life. 

The  teachers  are  making  a  great  effort  to  have  the  school 
what  it  should  be,  and  it  is  up  to  all  concerned  to  help  make  the 
Mendon  High  School  such  that  its  pupils  can  gain  an  education 
that  will  compare  favorably  with  what  they  might  obtain  in  any 
other  high  school. 

We  call  attention  to  the  special  reports  of  the  singing  super¬ 
visor,  school  physician  and  school  nurse.  The  employment  of  a 
school  nurse  which  has  been  provided  through  the  kindness  of 
friends,  and  access  to  the  Dental  Clinic  are  a  great  benefit  to  the 
school  children  and  are  a  mark  of  present  day  progress.  The 
most  important  educational  training  that  can  be  given  children 
is  the  training  for  health.  It  is  well  known  that  this  subject  is 
receiving  much  attention  in  these  days.  The  teaching  of  citizen¬ 
ship  is  very  important,  especially  in  these  perilous  times,  but  how 
to  keep  well  is  of  first  importance.  I  strongly  recommend  that 
provision  be  made  to  continue  this  work  the  coming  year. 
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This  report  may  seem  suggestive  of  larger  school  expendi¬ 
tures,  but  our  aim  is  to  help  the  citizens  of  the  town  to  see  why 
schools  are  costing  and  will  cost  more  than  they  have  in  the  past. 

The  increased  cost  of  paper,  fuel,  transportation  and  all 
other  items,  and  the  raise  in  salaries  must  of  necessity  make  a  con¬ 
siderable  increase  in  the  general  appropriation. 

There  is  much  truth  in  a  statement  made  by  a  member  of  the 
Federal  Bureau  of  Education  who  says,  in  effect,  that  the  days 
when  education  costs  the  public  but  little  have  gone.  He  says 
that  the  people  of  this  country  will  have  to  realize  that  schools 
must  cost  more  than  they  have.  School  education  is  becoming  an 
expensive  business. 

Expenditures  for  schools  which  give  a  true  educational  train¬ 
ing  are  the  best  possible  investment,  and  money  expended  for 
poor  schools  is  waste.  The  only  hope  for  the  safety  of  the  nation 
and  the  world  in  these  days  of  uncertainty  and  unsettled  condi¬ 
tions  is  the  education  of  its  citizens  to  sound  and  sane  thinking 
and  action. 

The  reason  that  citizens  feel  so  keenly  the  burden  of  the  cost 
of  schools  is  that  the  schools  must  be  supported  largely  by  taxa¬ 
tion,  and  we  can  fully  appreciate  the  feeling  toward  increased 
taxation. 

As  a  relief  in  this  situation,  it  is  being  quite  generally  con- 
seded  today  that  education  is  a  concern  of  the  state  as  well  as  of 
the  local  unit,  or  the  town.  A  glance  at  the  Table  of  Compara¬ 
tive  Statistics  will  show  that  while  the  general  cost  of  our  schools 
is  very  low  comparatively,  the  cost  per  one  thousand  dollars  of 
valuation  is  nearly  that  of  other  towns  of  the  state.  The  new  law 
providing  the  “General  School  Fund”  will  bring  considerable  aid 
to  the  town  of  Mendon.  This  money  which  will  be  received  from 
this  fund  should  be  used  for  additional  and  better  facilities  for 
the  schools.  The  purpose  of  the  law  is  to  give  towns  of  low  val¬ 
uation  and  high  tax  rate  better  school  opportunities  and  not  to 
lessen  the  previous  tax  levy. 

We  are  confident  that  when  the  tax  payers  know  the  real 
needs  of  the  schools,  the  necessary  appropriation  will  be  provid¬ 
ed,  and  we  solicit  your  continued  loyal  support.  The  voters 
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should  take  note  that  the  whole  amount  needed  for  the  mainten¬ 
ance  of  schools  for  the  coming  year  must  be  appropriated  as  the 
receipts  from  the  state  go  directly  to  the  town’s  general  fund,  and 
not  for  the  definite  use  of  the  schools. 

We  have  but  few  cases  of  truancy  in  our  schools.  We  wish 
to  call  attention  to  the  law  of  school  attendance.  All  children 
who  are  physically  and  mentally  able,  and  between  the  ages  of 
seven  and  fourteen  years  must  attend  school  all  the  time  it  is  in 
session,  and  those  from  fourteen  to  sixteen  must  attend  school 
unless  they  are  employed  and  have  secured  an  employment  cer¬ 
tificate.  No  child  can  secure  an  employment  certificate  unless  he 
has  completed  an  education  equivalent  to  that  of  the  sixth  grade. 

A  regulation  of  the  school  department  is  that  no  child  can 
enter  school  for  the  first  time  unless  he  shall  become  six  years  of 
age  on  or  before  Jan.  1  following  the  fall  term  he  wishes  to  enter. 
Pupils  will  not  be  allowed  to  enter  the  first  grade  after  Oct.  1 
except  by  special  permission.  On  account  of  the  crowded  condi¬ 
tion  of  some  of  our  school  rooms  this  regulation  must  be  enforced. 

The  superintendent  of  schools  wishes  to  take  this  opportun¬ 
ity  to  express  his  appreciation  of  the  loyal  support  the  teachers 
have  given  and  for  their  devotion  to  their  work.  Also  to  thank 
the  children  of  all  the  schools  for  their  courtesy  and  for  their 
interest  in  their  work;  and  the  school  committee  for  their  gener¬ 
ous  help  and  our  pleasant  relations ;  and  the  public  in  general  for 
their  kindnes  and  their  loyal  support  of  the  schools.  My  ac¬ 
quaintance  thus  far  with  the  patrons  of  the  schools  has  been 
pleasant  and  I  hope  for  a  more  extended  acquaintance  in  the 
future. 

We  feel  that  a  willing  school  committee  deserves  credit  for 
their  devoted  service  without  pay  and  for  their  patience  in  meet¬ 
ing  unpleasant  criticism  and  in  dealing  with  perplexing  prob¬ 
lems.  The  public  is  often  apt  to  commend  the  school  committee 
that  spends  the  least  money,  but  the  wise  public  appreciates  the 
committee  that  provides  the  most  successful  harmonious  schools. 

We  urge  the  citizens  of  the  town  to  visit  the  schools  to  see 
their  children  at  their  daily  work  to  learn  something  of  the  re- 
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suits  they  are  getting  for  their  money  expended.  We  are  request¬ 
ing  special  “parents’  days”  to  be  given  later. 

We  do  not  wish  to  close  this  report  without  giving  some 
much  deserved  recognition  of  the  faithful  long  term  service  of 
your  former  superintendent  of  schools,  Mr.  F.  G.  Atwell,  who, 
on  account  of  ill  health,  was  obliged  to  sever  his  connections  with 
the  schools  and  give  up  his  much  cherished  work.  We  all  wish 
him  the  much  needed  rest  and  improvement  in  health. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


CARROLL  H.  DROWN. 


SCHOOL  ENROLLMENT  BY  GRADES  AND  AGES,  JAN.,  1921. 
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HIGH  SCHOOL  PRINCIPAL’S  REPORT. 


To  Mr.  Carroll  H.  Drown,  Superintendent  of  Schools, 
Mendon,  Mass. 

I  herewith  submit  my  first  annual  report  as  Principal  of  the 
Mendon  High  School. 

The  total  enrollment  of  the  school  at  the  beginning  of  the 
school  year  was  29,  but  has  been  reduced  to  26.  This  number  is 
distributed  by  classes  as  follows:  5  Seniors,  8  Juniors,  4  Sopho¬ 
mores,  9  Freshmen,  the  total  being  made  up  of  15  girls  and  11 
boys  , which  is  a  well  balanced  ratio. 

The  scholarship  has  shown  some  improvement,  but  it  is  far 
from  what  it  is  hoped  it  will  be.  The  great  difficulty  is  to  instill 
into  the  minds  of  high  school  pupils  the  importance  of  work. 
This  is  due  to  at  least  two  causes.  The  studies  and  the  methods 
of  recitation  are  different  from  those  of  the  grammar  school,  and 
the  pupils  are  thrown  upon  their  own  responsibility  in  the  prepar¬ 
ation  of  their  lessons.  In  many  cases  the  responsibility  is  not 
recognized  and  consequently  the  student  feels  that  he  is  not 
obliged  to  work. 

Another  serious  condition  tending  to  lessen  the  scholarship 
is  due  to  the  electric  car  service.  There  are  6  pupils  that  com# 
from  South  Milford  who  arrive  at  school  at  8.40,  or  40  minutes 
late.  At  noon  there  are  6  who  leave  at  12.35  to  go  on  the  car 
toward  Uxbridge.  This  condition  might  be  corrected  by  opening 
school  at  8.45  and  closing  at  1.45. 

The  work,  so  far  as  possible,  is  based  on  the  college  entrance 
requirements.  The  apparatus  is  insufficient  for  the  scientific 
courses,  except  in  the  case  of  Chemistry,  for  which  apparatus  has 
been  procured. 

Many  of  the  books  are  in  a  very  bad  condition  and  need  to 
be  replaced  by  new  copies.  There  is  a  tendency  for  students  to 


57 


misuse  old  books  simply  because  they  are  old  and  worn,  and 
pupils  do  not  like  to  study  from  such  books. 

There  is  no  commercial  department  in  the  high  school.  I 
would  suggest  that  a  commercial  course  be  given.  This  would 
necessitate  another  teacher  who  could  also  teach  some  of  the  sub¬ 
jects  which  are  taught  by  the  other  teachers.  This  would  prevent 
each  teacher  from  having  such  a  variety  of  subjects,  and  there¬ 
fore  a  better  standard  of  work  could  be  attained.  It  would  be 
possible  to  equip  a  section  of  the  attic  for  a  commercial  depart¬ 
ment. 

On  dark  days  it  is  almost  impossible  for  the  pupils  to  study. 
Electric  lights  should  be  installed  and  at  the  same  time  the  water 
pump  which  is  now  in  use  could  be  replaced  by  a  new  electric 
pump.  The  present  pump  is  practically  worn  out  and  leaks  when 
the  water  reaches  a  certain  level  in  the  tank. 

The  teachers  would  appreciate  having  the  parents  show  their 
interest  by  visiting  the  school  frequently.  In  this  way  the  parent 
can  see  just  what  methods  are  used  and  what  is  being  accomp¬ 
lished.  We  believe  that  only  in  the  close  relationship  of  parent 
and  teacher  lies  success. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

PERCY  A.  ROBBINS, 

Principal. 
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Graduation  Exercises  of  the 


MENDOIN  HIGH  SCHOOL 

AT  THE 

Unitarian  Church ,  Friday  Evening ,  June  18,  1920 


Processional 

Mrs.  Gertrude  Arey. 

Invocation 

Rev.  John  N.  Mark. 

Essay,  Reconstruction  in  France 

Ruby  Wilhelmina  Bagg. 

Song,  A  Night  in  June 

High  School  Chorus. 

Class  History  and  Prophecy 

Winsor  Hart  Thayer. 

Essay,  Life  of  James  Whitcomb  Riley 

Ethelwyn  Ursula  O’Donnell. 

Song,  The  Bells  of  Shandon 

High  School  Chorus. 

Essay,  Books  and  Men 

Reginald  Lansing  Cook. 

Song,  Carry  Me  Back  to  Old  Virginny 

High  School  Chorus. 


Targett 


Nevin 


Bland 
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Class  Will 

Ernest  Chester  Irons. 

Song,  Song  of  the  Armorer  Nevin 

High  School  Chorus. 

Address,  From  the  Perch  to  Wings 

Rev.  Gideon  A.  Burgess,  D.  D. 

Presentation  of  Diplomas 

Freeman  C.  Lowell,  Chairman  of  Committee. 

Star  Spangled  Banner 

Recessional 

Mrs.  Gertrude  Arey. 


GRADUATES. 

Ruby  Wilhelmina  Bagg, 

Reginald  Lansing  Cook, 

Ernest  Chester  Irons, 

Ethelwyn  Ursula  O’Donnell, 

Winsor  Hart  Thayer. 

Class  Motto — Life  Is  What  We  Make  It. 

Class  Colors — Old  Rose  and  Cream. 

Class  Flower — Sweet  Pea. 


Herbert  A.  Wisbey,  Principal. 

Caroline  E.  Steams,  Ass’t.  Principal. 

Carroll  H.  Drown,  Superintendent. 


Music  under  direction  of  Miss  Evelyn  Raymond. 
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MUSIC  SUPERVISOR’S  REPORT. 


Grades  1  and  2  have  taken  instruction  and  drill  work  in  Rote 
songs,  letters  of  staff,  scales  and  some  of  the  keys. 

Grades  3,  4  and  5  have  taken  the  work  in  the  book,  Normal 
Music  course,  study  of  keys,  letters  and  the  use  of  Weaver  slips, 
different  musical  signs,  valuation  of  notes,  etc. 

Grades  six  and  seven  take  different  musical  signs,  valuation 
of  notes,  etc.,  and  music  appreciation  once  a  month. 

Grade  eight  studies  the  Normal  Music  course,  Songs  With¬ 
out  Words,  keys,  formation  of  scales,  etc. 

The  High  School  takes  a  review  of  the  work  given  in  the 
grades,  and  practice  on  sheet  music  songs,  and  music  apprecia¬ 
tion. 


EVELYN  RAYMOND, 


Music  Supervisor. 
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EIGHTH  GRADE  GRADUATES. 

Frederick  Hartshorn, 

Donald  Lowell, 

Charlotte  Marlow, 

Muriel  Miller, 

Thurston  Stowers, 

Edward  Whiting, 

Dina  F.  Leone, 

Lee  Perry, 

Lillian  Perry, 

Ida  Pettinelli, 

Clinton  Yark. 


REPORT  OF  SIGHT  AND  HEARING  TESTS. 

Number  of  pupils  enrolled  in  the  schools .  189 

Number  of  pupils  examined  .  175 

Number  of  pupils  found  defective  in  eyesight  .  15 

Number  of  pupils  found  defective  in  hearing .  1 

Number  of  parents  or  guardians  notified .  15 

Per  cent  of  pupils  examined  found  defective .  9 
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REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  NURSE. 


To  the  Superintendent,  School  Committee  and  Citizens 
of  Men  don  : — 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  the  annual  report  of  the 
school  nursing  for  the  year  ending  January,  1921. 

All  schools,  except  the  High,  were  visited  once  every  week, 
as  weather  permitted,  the  first  half  of  the  year;  then,  beginning 
in  October,  once  every  two  weeks.  140  examinations  were  made 
for  defective  teeth,  tonsils  and  adenoids,  skin  diseases,  etc. 

60  cases  of  defective  teeth  were  found.  40  corrected. 

15  cases  of  tonsils  and  adenoids.  8  corrected. 

3  cases  of  defective  vision.  3  corrected. 

9  cases  of  pediculosis  found  and  corrected. 

Several  children  have  been  taken  to  dental  clinic.  One  sent 
to  Dr.  Ayer’s  clinic  at  Milford  Hospital  and  another  visited  in 
the  home  and  urged  to  go,  but  as  yet,  nothing  has  been  done.  One 
child  was  furnished  a  brace  thus  has  been  able  to  continue  school. 

30  tooth  brushes  were  sold  and  a  few  given  to  those  who 
were  unable  to  buy. 

During  the  year  550  inspections  were  made  and  35  home 
visits  and  an  effort  has  been  made  to  secure  the  cooperation  of 
parents. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


FANNIE  S.  BUCK. 


Hn  flUemonam 

Of 

Clarence  H.  Znft 


who  faithfully  served  the  town  as  school 
committee  member  for  5  years  and  as  an 
especially  careful  secretary  for  3  years. 
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TOWN  WARRANT 


Worcester ,  ss. 

To  the  Constable  of  the  Town  of  Mendon,  in  the  County  of 

Worcester,  Greeting; 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  you  are 
directed  to  notify  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Mendon,  quali¬ 
fied  to  vote  in  Elections  and  in  Town  Affairs,  to  meet  at  the  Town 
Hall,  in  said  Mendon,  on  Monday,  the  seventh  day  of  March 
next,  punctually  at  nine  o’clock,  A.  M.,  to  act  on  the  following 
articles,  viz: — 

Article  1  To  choose  a  moderator  to  preside  at  said  meet¬ 
ing. 

Article  2.  To  bring  in  their  ballots  for  the  following  offi¬ 
cers:  A  Town  Clerk  for  1  year;  Three  Selectmen  for  1  year; 
One  Assessor  for  3  years;  Three  Overseers  of  Poor  for  1  year; 
Town  Treasurer  for  1  year;  Collector  of  Taxes  for  1  year; 
Auditor  for  1  year;  One  Constable  for  1  year;  Tree  Warden  for 
1  year;  One  Trustee  of  Taft  Public  Library  for  2  years;  One 
School  Committee  for  3  years;  One  Park  Commissioner  for  3 
years;  also  bring  in  their  votes  Yes  or  No,  in  answer  to  the  ques¬ 
tion,  “Shall  license  be  granted  for  the  sale  of  certain  non-intoxi¬ 
cating  beverages  in  this  town?” 

Article  3.  To  hear  the  reports  of  the  several  town  officers 
and  committees,  and  act  thereon. 

Article  4.  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  for  the  en¬ 
suing  year. 

Artcile  5.  To  raise  such  sums  as  are  necessary  to  pay  town 
charges  and  make  appropriations  for  the  same. 
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Article  6.  To  see  what  measures  the  town  will  adopt  to 
secure  the  speedy  collection  of  taxes. 

Article  7.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  its  treasurer  to 
hire  money,  and  to  what  amount,  to  pay  current  expenses  for  the 
financial  year  commencing  January  1,  1921,  in  anticipation  of 
revenue. 

Article  8.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
any  sum  of  money  for  Memorial  Day  services,  and  appoint  a 
committee  to  expend  the  same. 

Article  9.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro¬ 
priate  any  sum  of  money  to  be  expended  on  highways  provided 
the  Massachusetts  Highway  Commission  will  contribute  for  the 
same. 

Article  10.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
any  sum  of  money  for  care  and  improvement  in  the  Old  Cemetery, 
or  take  any  action  in  relation  to  the  same. 

Article  11.  To  see  if  the  town  will  elect  a  finance  com¬ 
mittee,  or  take  any  action  in  relation  to  the  same. 

Article  12.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  fix  the  salary  of 
any  town  officers. 

Article  13.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  ap¬ 
propriate  any  sum  of  money  for  the  improvement  and  repair  of 
highways  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  Highway  Commission,  as  provided  by  Chapter  155  of  the 
General  Acts  of  1918,  or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  14.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  buy  a  stone 
crusher;  choose  a  committee  to  carry  out  any  vote,  or  votes;  or 
act  in  any  way  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  15.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  any  sum 
of  money  for  the  purchase  of  a  stone  crusher ;  or  make  any  pro¬ 
visions  for  the  payment  of  said  stone  crusher. 

Article  16.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro- 
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priate  any  sum  of  money  to  repair  the  Albeeville  school  house  or 
take  any  action  in  relation  to  the  same. 

Article  17.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  lease  to  the 
Mendon  Historical  Society,  the  brick  building  formerly  used  for 
a  library  building,  at  a  nominal  rent  for  a  specified  term  of  years, 
or  act  in  any  way  in  relation  to  the  same. 

Article  18.  To  see  if  the  town  will  instruct  any  one  or 
more  of  its  officers  or  other  person,  to  execute  and  deliver,  on  the 
part  of  the  town,  proper  paper  or  papers  to  carry  into  effect  any 
vote  passed  under  the  preceding  article. 

Article  19.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro¬ 
priate  the  sum  of  $100  to  pay  the  salary  of  a  school  nurse,  or 
take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  20.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  install  street 
lights  on  George  street,  or  take  any  action  in  relation  to  the  same. 

Article  21.  To  see  if  the  town  will  erect  a  tablet  for  an 
honor  roll  for  those  who  took  part  in  the  World  War,  choose  loca¬ 
tion,  raise  and  appropriate  any  money  for  the  same  or  take  any 
action  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  22.  To  see  what  action  if  any  the  town  will  take  in 
relation  to  placing  a  tablet  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Rosa  F.  Taft  in 
the  Public  Library  building. 

Article  23.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  install  street 
lights  on  Providence  street,  or  take  any  action  in  relation  to  the 
same. 

Article  24.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the  selectmen 
to  sign  an  agreement  to  indemnify  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts  against  damages  which  may  be  caused  by  the  laying  out 
and  construction  of  a  section  of  State  highway  through  the  Town 
of  Mendon  by  the  Department  of  Public  Works,  Division  of 
Highways. 

The  polls  may  be  closed  at  4  o’clock  P.  M. 

And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  Warrant  by  posting  up  an 
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attested  copy  thereof  at  the  Post-office  in  said  Mendon,  and  caus¬ 
ing  a  copy  of  the  same  to  be  published  one  time  in  the  Milford 
Daily  News,  published  in  Milford,  Mass.,  both  said  posting  and 
publication  to  be  at  least  seven  days  before  the  time  of  the  meet¬ 
ing  hereby  ordered  to  be  held. 

Hereof,  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  Warrant  with 
your  doings  thereon,  to  the  Selectmen  and  Town  Clerk,  before 
the  time  and  place  of  meeting  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands  at  Mendon,  this  fifteenth  day  of 
February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
twenty-one. 


CARL  M.  TAFT, 

GEORGE  G.  DAVENPORT, 
HERBERT  S.  WOOD, 

Selectmen  of  Mendon. 


A  true  copy.  Attest : 

ARTHUR  E.  BROWN, 

Constable  of  Mendon. 
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TREASURER’S  REPORT 


The  undersigned  Treasurer  of  the  Town  of  Mendon  for  the 
financial  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1921,  submit?  an  account  of  his 
doings. 

The  Treasurer  debits  himself  with  receiving  the  following 
sums,  viz  : — • 


To  cash  received  State  Treasurer 

Corporation  Tax  .  $144  49 

To  cash  received  State  Treasurer 

Income  Tax,  1921  .  441  28 

To  cash  received  State  Treasurer,  In¬ 
come  Tax,  School  Fund  .  1,075  00 

To  cash  received  National  Bank  Tax  839  14 
To  cash  received  State  Treasurer,  Street 

Railway  Tax  .  24  91 

To  cash  received  State  Treasurer, 

High  School  Tuition  .  500  00 

To  cash  received  State  Treasurer, 

State  Aid  .  186  00 

To  cash  received  State  Treasurer, 

Soldiers’  Exemption  .  51  30 

To  cash  received  State  Treasurer, 

Balance  on  Account  . .  60  12 

To  cash  received  State  Treasurer, 

Income  Tax  1920  .  80  00 

To  cash  received  State  Treasurer,  School 

Tuition  .  231  63 

To  cash  received  State  Treasurer,  In¬ 
come  Tax,  1919  .  16  00 

To  cash  received  Milford  Savings  Bank  12,000  00 

To  cash  received  State  Treasurer  In¬ 
spection  of  Animals  .  26  38 
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To  cash  received  City  of  Boston, 

School  Tuition  .  102  00 

To  cash  received  Edward  A.  Whiting, 

Rent  of  Town  Hall  .  151  50 

To  cash  received  M.  &  U.  Street  Rail¬ 
way  Co.,  Park  License .  100  00 

To  cash  received,  Ladies  Alliance  ....  15  00 

To  cash  received,  Southern  District 

Court  .  10  00 

To  cash  received  State  Treasurer, 

Account  Superintendent  of  Schools  575  36 

To  cash  received,  Library  fines  .  30  50 

To  cash  received,  Town  Clerk  for 

Town  Annals .  4  50 

To  cash  received  Director  of  Accounts  3  00 

To  cash  received  Home  National  Bank, 

Interest  .  33  14 

To  cash  received  State  Treasurer, 

Corporation  Tax,  Public  Service 

1921  .  3  05 

To  cash  received  State  Treasurer, 

Income  Tax,  1921  .  80  00 

To  cash  received  County  Treasurer, 

Dog  Tax .  237  51 

To  cash  received  State  Treasurer, 

Highway  Division  .  2,150  00 

To  cash  received  County  Treasurer, 

Highway  Division .  748  08 

To  cash  received  State  Treasurer, 

Highway  Division  .  388  03 

To  cash  received  State  Treasurer, 

Income  Tax,  1920  .  32  00 

To  cash  received  for  Grass  at  Town 

Hall  . 2  00 

To  cash  received  L.  W.  Holbrook, 

Highway  Division .  7  00 
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To  cash  received  H.  E.  Darling,  High 

School  Fund  .  105  09 

To  cash  received  H.  E.  Darling,  Library- 

Fund  ' .  105  10 

To  cash  received  Milford  Savings 

Bank,  Interest  .  10  63 

To  cash  received  G.  C.  Coffin,  Collector  17,259  32 

To  cash  received  G.  C.  Coffin,  Civilian 

Poll  Taxes  .  1,270  00 

To  cash  received  L.  T.  Gaskill,  Taxes 

1919  and  1920  .  1,228  93 

To  cash  received  from  y2  fees  from 

Hay  Scales  .  16  30 

To  cash  received  by  former  Treasurer  6202  35 

-  $46,546  64 

The  Treasurer  credits  himself  with  paying  the  following 
sums,  viz  : — • 

By  paying  Town  orders  . $23,961  98 

By  paying  two  School  House  notes  ....  650  00 

By  paying  Director  of  Accounts .  8  00 

By  paying  five  Revenue  notes .  13,000  00 

By  paying  Milford  Savings  Bank,  In¬ 
terest  .  346  46 

By  paying  County  Tax  .  1,125  00 

By  paying  State  Tax .  2,240  00 

By  paying  Special  State  Tax  .  105  60 

By  paying  Repairs  of  State  Highways  46  40 

By  paying  Civilian  War  Poll  Tax  ...  .  810  00 

By  paying  Milford  Savings  Bank  Interest  10  63 

By  Orders  paid  by  former  Treasurer.  .  3,062  29 


Cash  in  Treasury 


$45,366  36 
$1,180  28 
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AUSTIN  WOOD  RELIEF  FUND. 


Dr. 

To  cash  received  former  Treasurer....  $851  78 
To  cash  received  Worcester  County  In¬ 
stitution  for  Savings  .  289  97 

To  cash  received  U.  S.  Liberty  Bond.  .  500  00 

To  cash  received  Interest  Milford 

Savings  Bank .  38  97 

To  cash  received  Interest  Worcester 

County  Institution  for  Savings  ...  55  56 

To  cash  received  Interest  on  Bond  ....  21  25 

-  $1,757  53 


Cr. 

By  cash  paid  one  Town  order .  $25  00 

By  cash  deposited  in  Milford  Savings 

Bank  .  887  00 

By  cash  deposited  in  Worcester  County 

Institution  for  Savings  .  345  53 

By  cash  U.  S.  Liberty  Bond  .  500  00 

-  $1,757  53 


SCHOOL  DISTRICT  NO.  1  FUND. 
Dr. 

To  amount  deposited  in  Milford  Savings 


Bank  Jan.  1,  1921  .  $628  69 

To  interest  received  on  same  Oct.  10, 

1921  .  28  58 


$657  27 
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Cr. 

By  cash  deposited  in  Milford  Savings 

Bank  .  $657  27 


The  notes  against  the  Town  January  1,  1922  are: — 

2  New  School  Building  Notes  .  $1,000  00 

2  New  School  Building  Notes .  300  00 

1  Revenue  Note  .  1,000  00 

-  $2,300  00 


Respectfully  Submitted, 

MOSES  U.  GASKILL, 

Treasurer. 


Mendon,  January  1,  1922. 
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SELECTMEN'S  REPORT. 


The  Selectmen  of  Mendon  submit  the  following  report  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1921 : — 

SALARIES  OF  TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Paid  Luther  W.  Holbrook,  auditor  ....  $8  00 

Charles  H.  Allen,  assessor  .  115  00 

Carl  M.  Taft,  assessor .  40  00 

Samuel  W.  Wood,  assessor  .  95  00 

Arthur  E.  Brown,  constable  .  25  00 

Arthur  E.  Brown,  dog  officer  ....  10  00 

Frank  M.  Aldrich,  tree  warden  ...  10  00 

Frank  M.  Aldrich,  moth  scout  ....  10  00 

Charles  H.  Allen,  clerk  .  75  00 

Charles  H.  Allen,  sealer  of  weights 

and  measures,  less  fees  .  9  86 

Herbert  J.  George,  selectman  ....  50  00 

P.  John  Hoberg,  selectman  .  35  00 

Franklin  E.  Goodnow,  selectman.  .  35  00 

P.  John  Hoberg,  overseer  of  poor  45  00 

Franklin  E.  Goodnow,  overseer  of 

poor  .  6  00 

Herbert  J.  George,  overseer  of  poor  6  00 

Moses  U.  Gaskill,  treasurer .  150  00 

Frank  H.  Wood,  moderator .  5  00 


$729  86 
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MOTH  SCOUT. 


Paid  Frank  M.  Aldrich  .  $126  00 

George  M.  Aldrich  .  114  00 

Carl  M.  Wilbur  .  68  00 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  creosote .  1  75 

- -  $309  75 


SOLDIER’S  RELIEF. 

Paid  toward  support  of  one  person  in 

a  home  .  $72  00 

Toward  support  of  a  family  in  a  city  365  00 


-  $437  00 

STREET  LIGHTS. 

Paid  Worcester  Suburban  Electricity  Co.  $790  65 

MEMORIAL  DAY. 

Paid  Memorial  Day  Committee .  $56  99 

CARE  OF  OLD  CEMETERY. 

Paid  Alonzo  E.  Bfown .  $51  50 

BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 

Paid  George  G.  Davenport,  inspecting 


meats  .  $40  50 

Carl  M.  Taft,  fumigating .  6  00 

Roy  A.  Barrows,  fumigating .  3  00 

-  $49  50 


STATE  AID. 


Paid  State  Aid  to  pensioners 


$144  00 
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FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


Paid  Worcester  Suburban  Electric  Co.  .  .  $24  15 

H.  L.  Patrick  Co.,  soda .  475 

Knight  &  Thomas,  supplies  .  36  24 

Payroll,  Lake  Nipmuc  fire,  April.  .  3  00 

C.  C.  Shattuck,  use  of  auto,  3  fires  3  00 

Payroll,  3  bridges  fire .  1325 

Payroll,  Nipmuc  fire,  June .  7  00 

Payroll,  Mill  River  fire  .  19  63 

Payroll,  South  Milford  fire .  4  50 

Payroll,  Lakeside  fire .  6  00 

Payroll,  Albeeville  fire  .  6  00 

Payroll,  brush  fire  .  4  50 

- -  $132  02 


TREE  WARDEN. 


Paid  Frank  M.  Aldrich  .  $76  00 

William  A.  Barry,  grab  hooks  ....  1  50 

-  $77  50 


ROSA  F.  TAFT  MEMORIAL  TABLET. 


Paid  T.  F.  McGahan  &  Sons  Co .  $96  00 

BONDS  FOR  TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Paid  Herbert  J.  George  .  $62  00 


ICE  STORM. 


Paid  Joseph  Saucier .  $38  20 

Wilfred  Saucier .  4  40 

Fred  Saucier  .  7  20 

Francis  Morrison  .  9  60 

George  Cromb  .  12  40 
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George  Ferris  .  11  60 

John  Broughy  .  3  20 

Luther  Holbrook  .  9  60 

William  Flooks  .  3  20 

Frank  H.  Wood .  1  20 

Herbert  S.  Wood  .  1  60 

Fred  Kempton  .  1  20 

Norry  Daige  .  3  60 

Clayton  Osgood  .  3  60 

Raymond  Rogers  .  80 

Roland  Rogers  .  80 

Frank  King  .  80 

William  Larking  . .  6  00 

Repairs  to  record  room .  38  47 

George  Daige  .  3  60 

J.  H.  Smith  .  4  40 

John  J.  Sullivan  .  4  00 

L.  W.  Brown  .  1  60 

Joseph  DeCosta  .  1  60 

Dison  Thebeault  .  1  60 

Peter  Burnett  .  1  60 

George  Cromb,  ladder  .  775 

Joseph  Lamothe  .  4  00 

Leslie  Cole  .  4  00 

Eugene  Cole  .  4  80 

William  Robinson  &  Sons .  28  00 

George  Thebeault  .  1  60 

Bert  Harding  .  5  60 

Ralph  Harding  .  5  60 

Frank  M.  Aldrich  .  120  50 

G.  M.  Aldrich  . .  ...  77  50 

Carl  M.  Wilbur  .  35  00 

John  Powers  .  5  00 


Alloted  from  emergency  appropriation 


$475  22 
$475  22 
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INCIDENTALS. 


Printing. 

Paid  Charlescraft  Press,  town  reports  .  .  $115  80 

Charlescraft  Press,  other  printing.  .  24  15 

Milford  Daily  News  .  22  00 

Wm.  P.  Clark .  12  75 

G.  M.  Billings  .  13  75 

M.  P.  Murphy  .  10  35 

Wright  &  Potter  .  1  05 

r -  $199  85 

Police. 

Paid  Arthur  E.  Brown,  court  fees  ....  $62  34 

Services  July  3-4  .  4  00 

Vagrant  case  .  19  00 

Batesville  accident  .  24  00 

Robillard  case  and  killing  2  dogs.  .  48  60 

Robbery  case  .  43  50 

Frank  S.  Brown,  services  July  3-4 

and  Nov.  11  .  7  00 

Robbery  .  14  00 

John  J.  Noyes,  July  3-4 .  4  00 

George  Hemant,  July  3-4  .  4  00 

Ernest  E.  O’Brien,  robbery  .  18  00 

-  $248  44 


Town  Hall. 

Paid  Worcester  Suburban  Electric  Co.  $35  45 
Otis  Whitney  &  Sons,  attaching 


flag  rope  .  8  35 

Edward  H.  Taft,  wood .  27  00 

George  G.  Davenport,  wood  .  10  00 

Chester  C.  Shattuck,  supplies  ....  618 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  flag  rope .  2  67 

Edward  Whiting,  janitor  .  150  00 


$239  65 
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Ballot  Clerks  and  Tellers. 

Paid,  Leonard  G.  Burr .  $3  00 

Edwin  Walsh  .  3  00 

- -  $6  00 

Paid  Emerson  &  Co .  $4  05 

New  England  Tel.  &  Tel.  Co .  4  30 

F.  A.  Gould,  stove  pipe  and  labor.  .  6  62 

Mary  E.  Dudley,  accident  .  176  00 

John  J.  Lynch,  legal  advise .  50  00 

Clifford  A.  Cook,  legal  advise  ....  22  00 

Herbert  J.  George,  insurance .  147  74 

Moses  U.  Gaskill,  cattle  inspection  52  75 

H.  M.  Burr,  paper  wrappers .  3  00 

Wendell  Williams,  legal  advise  ...  10  00 

A.  Taylor,  moving  safe  .  15  00 

Luther  W.  Holbrook,  parks  .  23  00 

Joseph  H.  Dudley,  mowing  parks  21  00 

Lewis  H.  Barney  Estate,  coal  ....  23  50 

Worcester  Abstract  Co .  14  86 

New  England  Adding  Machine  Co.  60  00 

Carl  M.  Taft,  auto  for  assessors  .  .  20  00 

Joseph  Saucier,  work  on  town 

hall  lot  . 26  66 

William  Munsell,  work  on  town 

hall  lot  .  3  06 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  supplies .  2  80 

Glenville  C.  Coffin,  postage .  10  00 

Hobbs  &  Warren,  book .  487 

Edgar  White,  use  of  auto .  10  00 

Secretary  of  State,  register  .  2  75 

W.  &  L.  E.  Gurley,  sealing  clamp 

and  dies  .  8  67 

Charles  H.  Allen,  administering 

oaths  to  30  officers .  7  50 

Charles  H.  Allen,  recording  18 

births,  12  deaths,  16  marriages  32  00 
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Charles  H.  Allen,  sealing  scales  .  .  1  00 

Charles  H.  Allen,  postage  and  sup¬ 
plies,  record  room  .  7  00 

Charles  H.  Allen,  car  fare  and  ex¬ 
penses  .  2  50 

Charles  H.  Allen,  care  of  record 

room  .  12  00 

W.  A.  Flannery,  photographs  of 

Batesville  corner .  10  00 

James  B.  Edwards,  returning 

2  deaths  .  50 

Walter  Watson,  returning  4  deaths  1  00 

Leonard  T.  Gaskill,  use  of  well  .  .  5  00 

.Making  returns  to  Bureau  of 

statistics  .  7  00 

Leonard  T.  Gaskill,  postage  and 

carfare  .  2  38 

Moses  U.  Gaskill,  postage .  4  10 

-  $814  61 

Total  .  $1,508  55 

The  Selectmen  report  the  liabilities  and  assets  of  the  town 
as  follows : — 

LIABILITIES. 

2  School  House  notes  .  $1,000  00 

2  School  House  notes  .  300  00 

1  Revenue  note  . .  .  .  1,000  00 

Outstanding  bills  .  277  38 

Salary  of  Collector,  3  years .  400  00 


$2,977  38 
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ASSETS. 

Due  from  State  for  Aid  to  Pensioners.  .  $144  00 

From  Collector,  1918  .  70  74 

From  Collector,  1919  .  108  56 

From  Collector,  1920  .  214  00 

From  Collector,  1921  .  3,474  96 

From  State  on  account  of  roads  ....  103  29 

Cash  in  hands  of  Treasurer .  1,180  28 

-  $5,295  83 

RECAPITULATION. 

Salaries .  $729  86 

Support  of  schools  .  13,229  91 

Highways  .  6,450  80 

State  aid  .  144  00 

Support  of  poor .  986  76 

Taft  library  . 703  61 

Moth  Scout  .  309  75 

Board  of  Health  .  49  50 

Tree  Warden  .  77  50 

Street  Lights  .  790  65 

Old  cemetery  .  51  50 

Memorial  day  .  56  99 

Fire  department  .  132  02 

Incidentals .  1,508  55 

Soldiers’  relief  .  437  00 

Ice  storm  .  475  22 

Bonds  .  62  00 

Interest .  346  46 

Payment  of  Town  Dept  .  650  00 

Library  tablet  . 96  00 


$27,298  41 


15 


LIST  OF  JURORS,  1921. 


George  M.  Aldrich, 

Farmer. 

Arthur  P.  Dalton, 

Mechanic. 

George  M.  Barrows, 

Clerk. 

Raymond  H.  Goss, 

Mechanic. 

Luthur  W.  Holbrook, 

Farmer. 

John  A.  Kelly, 

Mechanic. 

Charles  F.  Leonard, 

Fanner, 

Louis  L.  Marlow, 

Moulder. 

Edward  Smethurst, 

Mechanic. 

Smith  A.  Steere, 

Farmer. 

Leonard  E.  Taft, 

Farmer. 

Harvey  E.  Trask, 

Carpenter. 

Edwin  A.  Walsh, 

Mechanic. 

William  L.  Munsell, 

Mechanic. 

Herbert  S.  Wood, 

Farmer. 

APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  1921. 


Support  of  Schools,  including  School  Physician  .  . .  $13,000  00 

Support  of  Poor  .  1,000  00 

Taft  Public  Library  .  600  00 

Interest  .  350  00 

Payment  of  Town  Dept  .  650  00 

Incidentals  .  900  00 

Salaries  .  800  00 

Bonds  for  Town  Officers  .  100  00 

Board  of  Health  .  100  00 

Fire  Department  .  100  00 

Soldiers’  Relief  .  600  00 

Memorial  Day  .  65  00 

General  Repairs  of  Highways .  850  00 

Old  Cemetery  .  60  00 

Highways,  155  Act  .  2,150  00 

Albeeville  School  House  .  150  00 
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School  Nurse  .  100  00 

Library  Tablet  .  100  00 

Street  Lights,  George  Street  .  60  00 

Street  Lights,  Providence  Road  .  54  00 

Moth  Scout  .  350  00 

Tree  Warden  .  75  00 

Street  Lights  .  800  00 

Highways,  (improved  road)  .  500  00 

Emergency .  900  00 


$24,439  00 

From  Emergency  Appropriation  alloted  to  Ice 

Storm  .  $475  22 

Alloted  to  Incidentals  .  424  78 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HERBERT  J.  GEORGE, 
FRANKLIN  E.  GOODNOW, 

P.  JOHN  HOBERG, 


Selectmen  of  Mendon. 
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COLLECTOR’S  REPORT. 


1918. 

Dr. 

To  balance  uncollected  Jan.  1,  1921  . .  $101  36 

Interest  received  .  5  27 

Amount  to  1919  collection .  7  14 

-  $113  77 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  Treasurer  .  $37  55 

Abatements  .  5  48 

Amount  uncollected  .  70  74 

-  $113  77 

1919. 

Dr. 

To  balance  uncollected  Jan.  1,  1921  .  .  $308  00 

Interest  received  .  17  56 

- —  $325  56 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  Treasurer  .  $209  00 

Abatements  .  8  00 

Amount  uncollected  .  108  56 


$325  56 
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1920. 

Dr. 

To  balance  uncollected  Jan.  1,  1921  .  .  $2,452  20 

Interest  received  .  75  42 

-  $2,527  62 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  Treasurer  .  $2,228  62 

Abatements  .  85  00 

Amount  uncollected  .  214  00 

-  $2,527  62 


Respectfully  submitted, 

LEONARD  T.  GASKILL, 

Collector  of  Taxes. 


1921. 

Dr. 

To  taxes  committed  for  collection  ....  $22,104  52 

Interest  received  .  22  36 

- -  $22,126  88 


Cr. 

By  cash  paid  Treasurer . 

Abatement  . 

Amount  uncollected  . 


$18,614.  32 
37  60 
3,474  96 

-  $22,126  88 


Respectfully  submitted, 

GLENVILLE  C.  COFFIN, 

Collector  of  Taxes,  1921. 
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HIGHWAY  SURVEYOR’S  REPORT. 


The  Highway  Surveyor  submits  the  following  report  for  the 
financial  year  ending  Dec.  31,  1921  : — 


RESOURCES. 
Appropriation  under  Chapter  155,  Acts 


of  1918  .  $4,300  00 

Appropriation  for  general  repairs  ....  850  00 

Street  Railway  tax  .  24  91 

- -  $5,174  91 


EXPENDITURES. 


Snow  Bill. 

Paid  Luthur  W.  Holbrook  .  $7  00 

William  S.  Larking  .  950 

John  H.  Smith  .  3  00 

Joseph  Saucier  (payroll)  .  85  75 

Frank  Russo  .  4  00 

W.  C.  Robinson  &  Sons  (payroll)  .  .  59  25 

Joseph  Lamothe .  5  00 

Alec  Woleck  .  12  00 

William  Irons  .  23  00 

Henry  W.  Gaskill .  10  00 

Milo  A.  Gaskill .  2  40 


$220  90 
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Repairs  of  Highways. 


Paid  Joseph  Saucier,  Highways  Sur¬ 
veyor  .  $487  89 

Joseph  Saucier,  Team  .  748  00 

William  Irons,  team  .  559  88 

Percy  T.  Kinsley,  team .  221  00 

Wm.  C.  Robinson  &  Sons,  team  ....  52  00 

John  T.  Powers,  team  .  15  00 

George  Ferris,  single  team .  3185 

Joseph  Saucier,  tractor  .  976  25 

M.  F.  Sullivan,  truck  .  40  00 

George  Ferris,  labor .  118  55 

George  Ferris,  Jr.,  labor .  241  49 

Lewis  Holbrook,  labor  .  136  07 

Francis  Morrison,  labor  .  181  60 

James  Bassett,  labor  .  45  50 

Gus.  Hagstrom,  labor  .  75  25 

Danice  Mackneil,  labor  .  2665 

Fred  Saucier,  labor .  3  50 

Carl  M.  Taft,  trucking  .  15  00 

The  Barrett  Company,  tar  .  60  40 

The  Texas  Company,  oil  .  741  34 

George  G.  Davenport,  trucking  ....  24  33 

William  A.  Barry,  repairs  .  2775 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  tools .  2555 

.  James  Lilley,  signs  .  10  50 

Frank  Marshall,  repairs  .  2  00 

Carl  M.  Taft,  gravel  .  6  90 

Moses  U.  Gaskill,  gravel  .  10  80 

Leonard  E.  Taft,  gravel  .  270 

John  T.  Powers,  gravel  .  3  20 

Herbert  J.  George,  use  of  auto .  7  00 

P.  John  Hoberg,  use  of  auto .  4  00 

-  $4,905  95 


Bill  for  Metal  Culvert  unpaid 


$5,126  85 
$277  38 
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IMPROVED  ROAD,  PROVIDENCE  STREET. 
Resources. 

Town  Appropriation .  $500  00 

From  State  .  500  00 

From  County  (1920  and  1921)  .  746  08 

-  $1,746  08 

Expenditures. 

Superintendent  .  $138  13 

Tractor  .  462  50 

Teams  . - .  153  00 

Labor  .  336  37 

Gravel  .  45  00 

Metal  Culvert  .  7330 

Incidentals  .  55  65 

Steam  Roller  .  60  00 

-  $1,323  95 

Total  expended  on  the  highways  .  $6,450  81 

JOSEPH  R.  SAUCIER, 


Highway  Surveyor. 
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REPORT  OF  OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR 


The  Overseers  of  the  Poor  submit  the  following  report  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  December  31,  1921 : — 

RESOURCES. 


Appropriation . . .  $1,000  00 

EXPENDITURES. 


Paid  for  support  of  one  person  in  private 

family  .  $293  71 

For  support  of  one  person  in  State 

Hospital  and  burial  expenses  403  00 

On  account  of  three  persons  assisted 

in  their  homes  .  290  05 

- ♦  $986  76 

Balance  on  hand  .  13  24 


$1,000  00 


Respectfully  submitted, 

P.  JOHN  HOBERG, 
FRANKLIN  E.  GOODNOW, 
HERBERT  J.  GEORGE, 

Overseers  of  the  Poor. 


Mendon,  Mass.,  January  1,  1922. 
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REPORT  OF  TOWN  CLERK. 


DOGS  LICENSED  IN  1921. 


116  Males  and  spayed  females  .  $232  00 

17  females  .  85  00 

-  $317  00 

Less  Clerk’s  fees  .  26  60 


Cash  paid  County  Treasurer  . \ .  $290  40 


BIRTHS  REGISTERED  IN  1921. 


Date 

of 

Birth 

1921. 

Name  of  Child. 

Parents,  with  Maiden 

Name  of  Mother. 

Feb. 

8. 

Marjorie  Ellinor  Hogarth, 

John  S.  and  Elizabeth  F.  Smith. 

Apr. 

5. 

Edgar  Lapham  White, 

Edgar  L.  and  Lillian  Freeman. 

Apr. 

7. 

Warren  Leroy  Daley, 

Raymond  L.  and  Ruby  Verena  Springer. 

Apr. 

13. 

Eileen  Hartshorn, 

Bernard  M.  and  Mary  E.  Smith. 

Apr. 

15. 

Priscilla  Virginia  Hartshorn, 

Samuel  E.  D.  and  Alice  B.  -  Holbrook. 

Apr. 

25. 

Hazel  Eunice  Brown, 

Arthur  E.  and  Edna  M.  Caswell. 

Apr. 

30. 

Raymond  Earl  Jennison, 

Charles  Thomas  and  Clara  Frances 

Annear. 

June 

18. 

Mildred  Elizabeth  Bowen, 

William  Russell  and  Mary  Elizabeth 

Carey. 

June 

23. 

James  Latimer  Ballou, 

Everett  and  Minnie  Lavina  Green. 

July 

4. 

Ernest  Joseph  Amede 

Bouchard, 

Nere  J.  and  Delina  R.  Jacques. 

July 

21. 

Mary  Elce, 

Girolomo  and  Cecelia  Travelini. 

Aug. 

4. 

Female 

Aug. 

8. 

Luigi  Russo, 

Frank  and  Julia  Grosso. 

Aug. 

13. 

Richard  Mackenzie  Gaskill,  Earl  F.  and  Myrtle  M.  Warner. 

Sept. 

5. 

Female 

Oct. 

21. 

Male 

Nov. 

1. 

Robert  Earl  Whiting, 

Edward  A.  and  Alice  Geraldine  Taft. 

Nov. 

19. 

Nelson  Norman  Perron, 

Samuel  H.  and  Rose  Thompson. 

MARRIAGES  REGISTERED 

IN  1921. 

Date  of 

Marriage 

Names. 

Residonce. 

1921. 

Feb.  5. 

Robert  Smith, 

Edna  Elizabeth  Butterfield. 

Mendon,  Mass. 
Hopedale,  Mass. 

Feb.  12. 

Bert  Edgar  Harding, 

Mary  Louise  Farr. 

Mendon,  Mass. 
Providence,  R.  I. 

Feb.  22. 

Earle  Francis  Thayer, 

Hilda  Margaret  Thayer. 

Bellingham,  Mass. 
Mendon,  Mass. 
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MARRIAGES  REGISTERED  IN  1921.— Continued. 


Date  of 

Marriage  Names.  Residence. 

1921. 


Apr. 

25. 

Edward  F.  Castiglioni, 

Rose  Fiori. 

Milford,  Mass. 
Mendon,  Mass. 

June 

15. 

Henry  Klay  Osgood, 

Esther  Cecelia  Daige. 

Hopedale,  Mass. 
Mendon,  Mass. 

June 

15. 

Robert  Flooks,  Jr., 

Alice  Eliza  Prentiss. 

Mendon,  Mass. 
Upton,  Mass. 

July 

18. 

Carl  Mather  Taft, 

Grace  Helen  Taft. 

Mendon,  Mass. 
Mendon,  Mass. 

Sept. 

6. 

George  Ferris,  Jr. 

Helen  Gertrude  Best. 

Mendon,  Mass. 
Milford,  Mass. 

Sept. 

12. 

Raymond  Henry  Goss. 

Ada  Melora  Wood. 

Mendon,  Mass. 
Upton,  Mass. 

Sept. 

28. 

Arthur  John  Price, 

Angie  Belle  Battis. 

Mendon,  Mass. 
Mendon,  Mass. 

Oct. 

8. 

George  M.  Aldrich, 

Jennie  Harriet  Anderson. 

Mendon,  Mass. 
Milford,  Mass. 

Oct. 

29. 

Judson  Joseph  Randlett, 

Annie  Louise  Hynes. 

Mendon,  Mass. 

.  Milford,  Mass. 

Nov. 

9. 

Americo  Rubeo, 

Mary  Elizabeth  Springer. 

Milford,  Mass. 
Mendon,  Mass. 
Woonsocket,  R.  I, 
Mendon,  Mass. 

Nov. 

19. 

Earl  Arnold, 

Gladys  Durkee. 

Nov. 

21. 

Charles  Henry  Knights, 

Mildred  Theda  Goodnow. 

Hopedale,  Mass. 
Mendon,  Mass. 

Date  of 
Death 

1921. 

DEATHS  REGISTERED  IN  1921. 

Name. 

Y. 

Age. 

M. 

D. 

Feb. 

12. 

Francis  W.  Springer, 

54 

4 

12 

Feb. 

13. 

Joseph  Hicks, 

93 

2 

. . 

Mar. 

21. 

Rosaline  Verretti, 

1 

10 

5 

June 

6. 

Rosanna  E.  Mathewson, 

13 

9 

26 

Aug. 

5. 

Sarah  A.  M.  Horton, 

61 

7 

12 

Aug. 

24. 

Edwin  R.  Irons, 

75 

10 

29 

Sept 

5. 

Female 

. . 

Sept. 

21. 

Lowell  Cleveland  Cook, 

82 

9 

12 

Oct. 

10. 

Helen  L.  K.  Russell, 

84 

2 

3 

Oct. 

26. 

Minnie  Randlett, 

60 

8 

9 

Nov. 

21. 

Daniel  J.  Doherty, 

73 

8 

14 

Dec. 

2. 

Joseph  H.  Stenson, 

67 

9 

29 

Dec. 

24. 

Harry  Leath, 

56 

3 

8 

25 


If  errors  or  omissions  are  discovered  in  the  lists  of  births, 
marriages  or  deaths,  report  them  to  the  Town  Clerk  that  the 
record  may  be  corrected. 

Blanks  for  the  return  of  all  vital  records  can  be  obtained  of 
the  town  clerk. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  H.  ALLEN, 

Town  Clerk. 


Mendon,  Jan.  1,  1922. 
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THE  FORTY-FIRST  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

TRUSTEES  OF  TAFT  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


Our  library  has  had  the  most  prosperous  year  since  its  insti¬ 
tution,  due  in  great  part  to  its  new  home  with  the  added  facili¬ 
ties  for  carrying  on  library  work  in  a  successful  manner.  The 
circulation  has  increased  over  40  per  cent  during  the  last  year. 

The  library  has  now  become  a  powerful  educational  factor 
in  our  community  and  should  receive  the  hearty  support  of  all 
our  citizens. 

Miss  Beatrice  Taft,  after  several  months  of  earnest,  consci¬ 
entious  work  as  librarian,  resigned  and  Mrs.  Lena  George  kindly 
consented  to  take  up  the  work  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

At  this  time  we  wish  to  express  our  appreciation  for  the 
many  hours  of  gratuitious  labor  rendered  by  Mrs.  George  in  the 
enumeration,  arrangement  and  cataloguing  of  the  books. 

The  library  has  been  greatly  benefited  the  past  year  through 
the  generosity  of  friends.  By  the  will  of  the  late  Mrs.  Harriott 
Darling,  money  was  given  which  has  enabled  us  to  procure  many 
standard  works  that  we  otherwise  could  not  have  purchased. 
Also  Mr.  J.  C.  F.  Wheelock  presented  the  library  with  a  very 
generous  check  with  which  to  procure  juvenile  books.  We  are 
deeply  grateful  for  these  kind  remembrances. 

The  children  form  no  small  part  of  the  patronage  of  the 
library,  therefore  the  trustees  deemed  it  wise  to  procure  a  low 
table  and  chairs  for  their  use.  This  has  proven  a  good  invest¬ 
ment. 

It  has  come  to  a  time  when  the  position  of  librarian  does 
not  mean  merely  a  few  hours  of  handing  out  books  one  afternoon 
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a  week ;  it  has  become  a  matter  of  thought,  care  and  days  to  keep 
up  a  library  of  the  standing  which  ours  has  now  reached.  The 
position  calls  for  a  person  of  adaptibility  as  well  as  a  knowledge 
of  books  and  writers.  This  means  a  larger  salary  for  the  right 
person. 

It  is  conceded  that  we  have  an  especially  valuable  library, 
let  us  do  all  in  our  power  to  retain  the  very  high  standard  it  has 
attained. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

HERBERT  J.  GEORGE,  Chairman, 
EDWARD  F.  BLOOD,  Secretary, 

PETER  O.  GASKILL, 

Trustees  of  Taft  Public  Library. 


Finance  Committee  Report. 


The  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  Taft  Public 
Library  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1921 : — 

RESOURCES. 


Darling  fund .  $105  10 

- .  $105  10 


EXPENDITURES. 


Arthur  R.  Womrath,  books 
DeWolfe  &  Co.,  books  . . . 
Cash  on  hand  . 


$20  59 
46  71 
37  80 


$105  10 
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RESOURCES. 

Appropriation  .  $600  00 

Fines  .  30  50 

- -  $630  50 

EXPENDITURES. 

S.  A.  Steere,  painting  (1920  bill)  ....  $107  15 

E.  L.  Wilson,  labor  .  1  80 

William  Leavens  &  Co.,  furniture  ....  23  60 

A.  L.  A.  Publishing  Board .  70 

E.  H.  Taft,  wood  .  42  00 

Lena  W.  George,  salary,  labor  and 

expenses  .  73  50 

N.  Michelson,  books .  50  85 

DeWolfe  &  Co.,  books .  21  34 

Gaylord  Bros.,  supplies  .  8  10 

W.  A.  Butterfield,  books  .  13  50 

Winthrop  Packard,  book  .  350 

Beatrice  Taft,  salary  and  postage  ....  82  96 

Dura  Binding  Co .  9  20 

Joseph  Dudley,  labor  and  mop .  59  65 

W.  A.  Barry,  fixing  lawn  mower .  1  00 

H.  W.  Wilson,  Reader’s  Guide  .  7  00 

Jacob  R.  Brown,  labor  .  9  00 

R.  D.  Lemon,  magazines  .  42  83 

Charlescraft  Press  .  3  15 

Avery  &  Woodbury,  table  and  chairs  .  .  30  00 

Chester  C.  Shattuck,  screens .  4  80 

Library  Book  House,  books .  40  68 

-  $636  31 

Overdrawn  .  581 


Respectfully  submitted, 

PETER  O.  GASKILL, 

A.  SUMNER  COLEMAN, 

Finance  Committee. 
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LIBRARIAN’S  REPORT. 


To  the  Trustees  of  the  Taft  Public  Library: — 

The  circulation  for  the  year  (50  weeks)  was  9,142  volumes. 
The  largest  number  given  out  in  one  week  was  227,  the  smallest 
116,  the  average  182.  The  circulation  by  classes  was  as  follows: 
fiction,  7,015;  magazines,  1,291;  bound  magazines,  125;  biog¬ 
raphy,  103;  travel,  38;  history,  210;  literature,  96;  useful  and 
fine  arts,  129;  science,  75;  all  others,  60. 

There  are  by  actual  count  6,213  volumes  in  the  library.  334 
volumes  have  been  added  the  past  year.  67  'were  bought  by  the 
town  and  267  were  given  as  follows:  H.  J.  George,  130;  Mrs. 
Harriott  E.  Darling,  33;  J.  C.  F.  Wheelock,  32;  Massachu¬ 
setts  Library  Commission,  29;  Miss  Charlotte  E.  Day,  19;  Mrs. 
N.  R.  George,  7 ;  Friends  of  Irish  Freedom,  1 ;  State  of  Illinois, 
1 ;  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Navigation,  1 ;  Worcester  Bank  and  Trust 
Co.,  2;  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  2;  Mrs.  J.  D.  Schar- 
nagle,  1 ;  Foreign  Policy  Association  of  Massachusetts,  1 ; 
Claudia  Q.  Murphy,  1 ;  Anonymous,  7. 

The  library  subscribes  for  the  American,  Country  Gentle¬ 
man,  Century,  Field  and  Stream,  Harper’s  Monthly,  Illustrated 
World,  Ladies’  Home  Journal,  Literay  Digest,  National  Geo¬ 
graphic,  Scribner’s  St.  Nicholas  and  Woman’s  Home  Compan¬ 
ion.  The  Library  Commission  sends  the  American  Boy,  Good 
Housekeeping,  Popular  Mechanics  and  the  World’s  Work. 

$30.50  was  recived  in  fines  during  the  year. 

Books  are  being  sent  to  the  Albeeville  schoolhouse  for  dis¬ 
tribution  in  that  section  of  the  town. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LENA  W.  GEORGE, 

Librarian. 


Mendon,  January  1,  1922. 
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BOOKS  ADDED  IN  1921. 

Fiction : — 

Alice  Adams.  Booth  Tarkington. 

Best  short  stories  of  1920.  E.  J.  O’Brien,  ed. 
Black  Bartlemy’s  treasure.  Jeffry  Famel. 

Black  knight.  Sidgwick  and  Garstin. 

Blue  envelope.  Sophie  Kerr. 

Boy  Woodburn.  Alfred  Ollivant. 

Bride’s  hero.  A.  M.  Williamson. 

Brimming  cup.  Dorothy  Canfield. 

Brown  study.  G.  S.  Richmond. 

Clayton  Hallowell.  F.  W.  Von  Praag. 

Cloudy  jewel.  G.  L.  H.  Lutz. 

Custard  cup.  F.  B.  Livingston. 

Devil’s  paw.  E.  P.  Oppenheim. 

District  attorney.  William  Sage. 

Divine  event.  W.  N.  Haben. 

“Doc.”  Gordon.  M.  E.  Wilkins. 

Egan.  Holworthy  Hall. 

Eli  of  the  downs.  C.  M.  A.  Peake. 

Enemy.  G.  R.  Chester. 

Erskine  Dale,  pioneer.  John  Fox. 

Eve  to  the  rescue.  Ethel  Hueston. 

Finding  of  Jasper  Holt.  G.  L.  H.  Lutz. 

Galusha,  the  magnificent.  J.  C.  Lincoln. 

Great  pearl  secret.  C.  N.  and  A.  N.  Williamson. 
Hall  and  the  grange.  Archibald  Marshall. 

Heart  of  her  highness.  C.  E.  Laughlin. 

Hearts  and  masks.  Harold  MacGrath. 

Hidden  creek.  K.  N.  Burt. 

Hillsboro  people.  Dorothy  Canfield. 

History  of  David  Grieve.  Mrs.  Humphrey  Ward. 
House  party.  P.  I.  Ford,  ed. 

How  it  happened.  K.  I.  Bosher. 

Hunger.  Knut  Hamsun. 

Jacob’s  ladder.  E.  P.  Oppenheim. 

Joanna  builds  a  nest.  J.  W.  Tompkins. 
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Kent  Knowles,  quahaug.  J.  C.  Lincoln. 

Key  of  the  unknown.  R.  N.  Carey. 

Kitty  Canary.  K.  I.  Bosher. 

Landloper.  Holman  Day. 

Light  in  the  clearing.  Irving  Bachellor. 

Little  Legacy.  L.  B.  Walford. 

Lure  of  the  mask.  Harold  MacGrath. 

Main  street.  Sinclair  Lewis. 

Man  of  the  hour.  Octave  Thanet. 

Marcia  Schuyler.  G.  L.  H.  Lutz. 

Mary  Wollaston.  H.  K.  Webster. 

Mysterious  rider.  Zane  Grey. 

Nancy’s  country  Christmas.  Eleanor  Hoyt. 
No  defense.  Gilbert  Parker. 

Novels  and  letters  of  Jane  Austen.  12  v. 
Obsession  of  Victoria  Gracen.  G.  L.  H.  Lutz. 
Oldfield.  N.  H.  Banks. 

Orkney  maid.  A.  E.  Barr. 

Our  village.  J.  C'.  Lincoln. 

Peddler.  H.  Rowland. 

Penelope’s  Irish  experiences.  K.  D.  Wiggin. 
Phoebe  Deane.  G.  L.  H.  Lutz. 

Pip.  Ian  Hay. 

Poor  man’s  rock.  B.  W.  Sinclair. 

Poor  wise  man.  M.  R.  Rinehart. 

Portrait  of  a  lady.  Henry  James. 

Prisoner.  Alice  Brown. 

Proof  of  the  pudding.  Meredith  Nicholson. 
Purple  heights.  M.  C.  Oemler. 

Red  keggers.  E.  Thwing. 

Red  Lane.  Holman  Day. 

Romantic.  Mary  Sinclair. 

Rose  dawn.  S.  E.  White. 

Rose  o’  the  sea.  Helene  Barcynska. 

Seventh  angel.  Alexander  Black. 

Sister  Sue.  E.  H.  Porter. 

Skinner’s  dress  suit.  H.  I.  Dodge. 
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Strawberry  acres.  G.  S.  Richmond. 

Sunny  side  of  the  hill.  R.  N.  Carey. 

Sweet  rocket.  Mary  Johnston. 

Sylvia.  Evalyn  Emerson. 

Tess  of  the  D’Urbervilles.  Thomas  Hardy. 

Thread  of  flame.  Basil  King. 

Top  of  the  world.  Ethel  M.  Dell. 

Unspeakable  Perk.  S.  H.  Adams. 

Valley  of  the  moon.  Jack  London. 

Valley  of  silent  men.  J.  O.  Curwood. 

Vanity  girl.  Compton  MaeKenzie. 

Voice  in  the  wilderness.  G.  L.  H.  Lutz. 

Wall  between.  S.  W.  Bassett. 

Wall  of  partition.  F.  L.  Barclay. 

Way  home.  Basil  King. 

West  wind  drift.  G.  B.  McCutheon. 

White  feather.  Worral  and  Terry. 

White  linen  nurse.  E.  H.  Abbot. 

With  Juliet  in  England.  G.  S.  Richmond. 

You  never  know  your  luck.  Gilbert  Parker. 

Juveniles : — • 

Abbie  Ann.  G.  M.  Martin. 

Adopting  of  Rosa  Marie.  C.  W.  Rankin. 

Amelia  Ann  and  the  green  umbrella.  C.  Howard. 

Around  the  world  with  the  children.  F.  G.  Carpenter. 

As  the  goose  flies.  Katherine  Pyle. 

At  the  back  of  the  north  wind.  George  MacDonald. 

Beck’s  fortune.  A.  E.  Thompson. 

Betty  at  Fort  Blizzard.  M.  E.  Seawell. 

Betty  Wales  on  the  campus.  Margaret  Warde. 

Bimbi.  L.  de  la  Rame. 

Book  of  Cowboys.  F.  Rolt-Wheeler. 

Book  of  Hallowe’en.  R.  E.  Kelley. 

Boys’  book  of  policemen.  Irving  Crump. 

Boys’  life  of  Lafayette.  Helen  Nicolay. 

Boy  Scouts’  book  of  campfire  stories.  F.  K.  Mathiews,  ed. 
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Boy  Scouts  in  the  wilderness.  S.  Scoville. 

Boy  Scouts  of  Lakeville  high.  Leslie  Quirk. 

Brown  wolf.  F.  K.  Mathiews,  ed. 

Brownie  primer.  N.  M.  Banta. 

Burgess  animal  book  for  children.  T.  W.  Burgess. 
Carolyn  of  the  corners.  R.  B.  Endicott. 

Charm  of  fine  manners.  H.  E.  Starrett. 

Cheerful  cats.  J.  G.  Francis. 

Clean  Peter.  O.  Adelborg. 

Cook,  the  mouse  and  the  little  red  hen.  F.  Lefevre. 
Conquests  of  invention.  M.  R.  Parkman. 

Crimson  Patch.  A.  H.  Seaman. 

Czechoslovak  fairy  tales.  Parker  Fillmore. 

Danny,  the  freshman.  Walter  Camp. 

Day  in  a  colonial  home.  D.  R.  Prescott. 

Dogs  of  Boytown.  W.  A.  Dyer. 

Dreadful  river  cave.  J.  W.  Schultz. 

Felicia’s  friends.  E.  L.  Gould. 

Four  afoot.  R.  H.  Barbour. 

Friends  in  the  end.  B.  M.  Dix, 

Further  chronicles  of  Avonlea.  L.  M.  Montgomery. 
Golden  windows.  L.  E.  Richards. 

Happy  house.  Jane  Abbot. 

Hero  stories  of  France.  E.  M.  Tappan. 

Heroines  of  history  and  legend.  E.  S.  Smith. 

High  Benton.  William  Heyliger. 

High  Benton,  worker.  William  Heyliger. 

Highacres.  Jane  Abbot. 

Household  of  Glen  Holly.  L.  C.  Lillie. 

Italian  twins.  L.  F.  Perkins. 

Jack,  the  young  cowboy.  G.  B.  Grinnell. 

Janice  Day.  H.  B.  Long. 

Joel  Pepper.  Margaret  Sidney. 

Keineth.  Jane  Abbot. 

Little  bird  blue.  W.  L.  Finley. 

Little  black  Sambo. 

Little  folks’  handy  book.  L.  and  A.  B.  Beard. 
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Lonesomest  doll.  A.  F.  Brown. 

Mopsa,  the  fairy  Jean  Ingelow. 

Mutineers.  C.  B.  Hawes. 

New  boy.  A.  S.  Pier. 

Number  stories  of  long  ago.  D.  E.  Smith. 

One  footed  fairy.  Alice  Brown. 

Paddy,  the  beaver.  T.  W.  Burgess. 

Paul  and  Rhoda.  Fannie  Kilbourne. 

Peter  Cottontail.  T.  W.  Burgess. 

Plebe  at  West  Point.  P.  B.  Malone. 

Polly  and  the  princess.  E.  C.  Dowd. 

Princess  and  the  goblin.  George  MacDonald. 

Prudence  says  so.  Ethel  Hueston. 

Quaker  girl  of  Nantucket.  M.  C.  Lee. 

Runaway  donkey.  Emilie  Poulson. 

Sandman,  his  sea  stories.  W.  J.  Hopkins. 

Secret  of  everyday  things.  J.  H.  Fabre. 

Six  star  ranch.  E.  H.  Porter. 

Steve  and  the  steam  engine.  S.  W.  Bassett. 

Sunny  slopes.  Ethel  Hueston. 

Tales  of  two  bunnies.  Katherine  Pyle. 

Tell  it  again  stories.  Dillingham  and  Emerson. 

Three  base  Benson.  R.  H.  Barbour. 

Wee  Ann.  E.  C.  Phillips. 

Non-Fiction : — 

A.  B.  C.  of  bee  culture.  A.  I.  Root. 

Among  the  northern  hills.  W.  C.  Prime. 

Art  of  table  setting.  Claudia  Murphy. 

At  the  north  of  Beaucamp  water.  Frank  Bolles. 

Austen,  life  and  letters  of  Jane.  W.  and  R.  Austen-leigh. 
Bass,  perch  and  others.  Henshall  and  Harris. 

Basses,  fresh  water  and  marine.  T.  H.  Bean. 

Beagle,  the.  J.  M.  Pulley. 

Beethoven’s  nine  symphonies.  George  Grove. 

Burroughs,  John.  Clara  Barrus. 

Camps  and  tramps  in  the  Adirondacks.  A.  J.  Northrup. 
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Carnegie,  Autobiography  of. 

City  ballads.  Will  Carleton. 

Concerning  cats.  Helen  Winslow. 

Cradle  of  the  deep.  Frederick  Treves. 

Crowding  memories.  Mrs.  T.  B.  Aldrich. 

Days  before  yesterday.  Frederick  Hamilton. 

Echoes  from  the  distant  battlefields.  L.  M.  Zimmerman. 
Eminent  Victorians.  Lytton  Stachey. 

Enchanted  India.  B.  Karageorgevitch. 

Facts  and  backgrounds  of  literature.  Reynolds  and  Greever. 
Familiar  life  in  field  and  forest.  H.  S.  Mathews. 

Fighting  Yankees  overseas.  Bert  Ford. 

Forty  immortals  of  Worcester  County. 

Fox  terrier.  Rowdon  Lee. 

Frog,  the.  A.  M.  Marshall. 

Glories  of  Ireland.  Joseph  Dunn,  ed. 

Godey’s  lady’s  book,  18  v. 

Great  composers.  George  T.  Ferris. 

Hannah  Jane.  D.  R.  Locke. 

Hardwood  finisher.  Fred  Hodgson. 

Historic  trees  of  Massachusetts.  J.  R.  Simmons. 

House  plants.  L.  P.  Hillhouse. 

Hunting  without  a  gun.  Rowland  Robinson. 

I  go  a-fishing.  W.  C.  Prime. 

Jew  and  American  ideals.  John  Spargo. 

Land  of  lingering  snow.  Frank  Bolles. 

Lincoln,  Abraham.  John  Drinkwater. 

Make  your  will.  A.  W.  Blakemore. 

Mayfair  to  Moscow.  Claire  Sheridan. 

Men  of  U.  S.  Navy  who  died  in  World  War. 

Minstrel  in  France.  Harry  Lauder. 

Mirrors  of  Downing  street. 

Mirrors  of  Washington. 

Mountain  playmates.  Helen  R.  Albee. 

Music,  curiosities  of.  L.  C.  Elson. 

Music,  history  of.  H.  G.  B.  Hunt. 

Music,  history  of.  F.  L.  Ritter. 
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Music,  story  of.  W.  J.  Henderson. 

New  England  in  France,  1917  to  1919.  E.  G.  Taylor. 
NewKouse  trappers’  guide.  S.  Newhouse. 

Next  war.  Will  Irwin. 

Now  it  can  be  told.  Philip  Gibbs. 

Old  Plymouth  trails.  Wintrop  Packard. 

Outline  of  history,  2  v.  H.  G.  Wells. 

Parks  and  memorials  of  Illinois. 

Parsons  on  the  rose.  S.  B.  Parsons. 

Peace  negotiations.  Robert  Lansing. 

Philosophy  of  singing.  C.  K.  Rogers. 

Pilgrim  spirit.  G.  P.  Baker. 

Poetical  works.  Cowper. 

Queen  Victoria.  Lytton  Strachey. 

Rhodes,  Cecil.  T.  E.  Fuller. 

Rising  tide  of  color.  Lothrop  Stoddard. 

Salvaging  of  civilization.  H.  G.  Wells. 

Some  historic  houses  of  Worcester. 

Songs  for  Columbia’s  heroes.  Clarence  Hawkes. 
Sonnets  on  the  war.  Courtney  Langdon. 

Sport  with  rod  and  gun.  A.  M.  Mayer. 

White  shadows  in  the  South  seas.  Frederic  O’Briem 
Where  to  hunt  American  game. 

Wild  pastures.  Wintrop  Packard. 

Wild  wood  ways.  Wintrop  Packard. 

Wood  wanderings.  Wintrop  Packard. 

Woodland  paths.  Wintrop  Packard. 

Workers,  the  East.  Walter  Wyckoff. 

Workers,  the  West.  Walter  Wyckoff. 

Yankee  division.  H.  A.  Beniwell. 
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AUDITOR’S  REPORT 


I  have  examined  the  accounts  of  all  the  Town  Officers  who 
have  received  or  disbursed  funds  belonging  to  the  town  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  January  1,  1922,  and  find  them  to  correspond 
with  the  respective  vouchers. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

LUTHER  W.  HOLBROOK, 

Auditor. 


Mendon,  February  16,  1922. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


OF  THE 


TOWN  OF  MENDON 

FOR  THE 


SCHOOL  YEAR  1921. 


ORGANIZATION  OF 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE,  1921. 


GEORGE  H.  PICKARD, 

A.  SUMNER  COLEMAN,  Chairman, 
SAMUEL  E.  D.  HARTSHORN,  Sec’y. 


Term  expires  1922. 
Term  expires  1923. 
Term  expires  1924. 


Superintendent. 
CARROLL  H.  DROWN. 


Truant  Officers. 

LYMAN  COOK,  CARROLL  H.  DROWN, 

JACOB  R.  BROWN. 


School  Nurse. 


FANNIE  S.  BUCK. 


REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


The  School  Committee  submits  the  following  report  for  the 
year  ending  December  31st,  1921. 


RESOURCES. 


Appropriations  .  $13,000  00 

Appropriation  for  School  Physician  ...  25  00 

Appropriation  for  Repairs  (Albeeville)  150  00 

Appropriation  for  School  Nurse .  100  00 

From  County  Treasurer,  dog  tax .  237  51 

Total  .  $13,512  51 

Total  amount  expended  .  13,142  38 


Balance  .  $370  13 


REIMBURSEMENTS. 

From  General  School  Fund,  Part  1.  .  .  .  $1,075  00 


From  General  School  Fund,  Part  2.  . .  .  2,435  11 

For  Superintendent’s  Salary  .  500  00 

For  Superintendent’s  Traveling  Ex¬ 
penses  .  75  36 

For  Tuition  from  State .  162  00 

For  Tuition  from  City  of  Boston .  102  00 

For  Vocational  Education .  69  63 


$4,919  10 
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RECONCILIATION. 


Resources  .  $13,512  51 

Reimbursements  .  4,919  10 

Balance  .  370  13 

- -  $5,289  23 


Net  cost  of  the  schools  to  the  town  ....  $8,223  28 

EXPENDITURES. 

Teachers  .  $7,853  81 

Superintendent  .  948  00 

Transportation  .  1,227  00 

Fuel  .  1,055  98 

Care  of  Buildings  .  636  00 

Text  Books  and  Supplies .  589  22 

Incidentals  .  203  85 

Repairs  .  127  97 

Repairs  (Albeeville)  .  149  55 

New  Equipment  .  226  00 

School  Nurse  .  100  00 

School  Physician  .  25  00 

- $13,142  38 


Teachers. 


Percy.  A.  Robbins  .  $875  00 

August  H.  Wigren  .  800  00 

Iva  L.  Higgins  .  718  75 

Emilia  B.  Sitterly  .  460  00 

Caroline  M.  Reeves  .  105  55 

Leigh  Crozier  .  397  16 

Verena  Daley  .  192  00 

Beatrice  Taft  .  105  55 

Eva  Dubuque  .  281  25 

Mary  A.  Monehan  .  1,034  06 
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Mary  E.  Dudley  .  920  00 

Maria  E.  Allen  . 841  62 

Gertrude  Rhoades  .  466  62 

Josephine  Meader  .  397  50 

Evelyn  Raymond  .  143  75 

Beulah  Thompson  .  100  00 

Mary  C.  McNamara  .  15  00 

-  $7,853  81 

S  U  PERI  N  TEN  DEN  T. 

Carroll  H.  Drown,  (Salary)  .  $828  00 

Carroll  H.  Drown,  (traveling  expense)  120  00 

-  $948  00 

Transportation. 

Milford  &  Uxbridge  Street  R.  R.  Co.  $255  00 

Frank  Russo  .  315  00 

Harvey  Trask  .  432  00 

J.  Frank  Leonard  .  225  00 

-  $1,227  00 

Care  of  Buildings. 

Jacob  R.  Brown  .  $492  00 

Sumner  Allen .  90  00 

Minnie  Thayer  .  54  00 

-  $636  00 

Repairs. 

F.  C.  Townsend  .  $27  00 

F.  G.  Halsing .  39  71 

E.  T.  Powers  .  '  27  36 

Jacob  R.  Brown  .  33  90 


$127  97 
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New  Equipment. 

E.  T.  Powers .  $226  00 

-  $226  00 

School  Physician. 

Dr.  K.  A.  Campbell  .  $25  00 

Fuel. 

H.  M.  Curtiss  Co.  (Center)  .  $241  48 

Charles  A.  Fletcher  (Albeeville)  ....  31  00 

Milford  Coal  Co.,  (Center  and  East 

Mendon)  . 725  00 

William  F.  Irons  (Center)  . 20  00 

L.  F.  Thayer  &  Sons  (East  Mendon)  .  .  28  00 

Joseph  Saucier  (sawing  wood,  Center)  3  50 

Joseph  Rondor  (sawing  and  housing 

wood)  .  7  00 

-  $1,055  98 

Albeeville  Repairs. 

Appropriation  .  $150  00 

Harold  C.  Barrows  (painting)  .  56  55 

F.  G.  Halsing  (repairs)  .  93  00 

-  $149  55 

Balance  .  45 

School  Nurse. 

Milford,  Hopedale  and  Mendon  District 

Nursing  Association  .  $100  00 
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Text  Books  and  Supplies. 


L.  E.  Knott  Co .  $76  83 

Ginn  &  Co .  81  07 

Houghton  &  Mifflin  Co .  285 

Rand  McNally  Co .  14  42 

Wright  &  Potter  .  7  20 

Silver  Burdett  &  Co .  26  20 

D.  C.  Heath  &  Co .  23  37 

J.  L.  Hammett  Co .  124  25 

Ryan  &  Buker  Co . 18  47 

American  Book  Co .  15  53 

Edward  E.  Babb  Co .  7641 

J.  J.  Gibbs  .  75 

World  Book  Co .  32  63 

Charles  E.  Merrill  Co .  1237 

Lyons  &  Carnahan  Co .  3  88 

The  MacMillian  Co .  19  32 

Dowling  School  Supply  Co .  23  23 

Carroll  H.  Drown  .  14  84 

Allyn  &  Bacon  Co .  9  16 

The  Cable  Co . 1  00 

Little,  Brown  &  Co .  4  60 

Kenny  Bros.  &  Wolkins .  84 

-  $589  22 


Incidentals. 

Werber  &  Rose,  chairs .  $13  00 

Clark  Ellis  &  Sons,  merchandise .  3  40 

Freeman  C.  Lowell,  gravel .  10  00 

Edwin  L.  Wilson,  services  1920  .  10  00 

A.  S.  Coleman,  services  1920  .  3  00 

C.  W.  Wilcox,  repair  of  chairs .  2  75 

H.  S.  Chadbourne  Co.,  merchandise...  5  55 

Herbert  Mann,  lettering  diplomas  ....  125 

C.  H.  Jewett,  Jr.,  putting  on  storm 

windows  . .  5  00 
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S.  E.  D.  Hartshorn,  services  1921  ....  10  00 

G.  E.  Thayer,  use  of  well  one  year  .  .  3  00 

C.  C.  Shattuck,  merchandise .  1  90 

Town  of  Hopedale,  floor  oil  .  8  60 

Mrs  Benjamin  Peterson,  cleaning,  (Al- 

beeville)  .  5  25 

L.  F.  Perry,  labor .  1  25 

F.  A.  Hartshorn,  cleaning  (Center) .  .  25  00 

Worcester  Suburban  Electric  Co., 

Electric  service  .  3  00 

Joseph  Dudley,  services  at  graduation  2  00 

Frank  Weaver,  repairs  on  piano .  5  00 

Mrs.  Freeman  C.  Arey,  services  at 

graduation  .  7  50 

Pierrie  Norman,  cleaning  vault,  1920.  .  5  00 

Carroll  H.  Drown,  postage,  express 

and  telephone  .  46  74 

United  States  Envelope  Co.,  mer¬ 
chandise  .  7  40 

Reformatory  for  Women,  merchandise  2  61 

Child  Health  Organization,  merchandise  2  22 

The  Forbes  Company,  merchandise.  ...  1  38 

Mass.  State  Prison,  merchandise .  7  75 

Red  Cross  Dental  Clinic  .  4  30 

-  $203  85 

Bequest  from  the  Will  of  Harriott  Darling. 

Bequest  .  $105  09 

E.  T.  Powers  .  40  00 

F.  H.  Thomas .  10  08 

Hey  wood- Wakefied  Co .  21  50 

W.  P.  Jones  Electric  Co .  8  40 

J.  J.  Gibbs  .  7  55 

-  $87  53 


Balance 


$17  56 
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Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  SUMNER  COLEMAN,  Chairman, 

S.  E.  D.  HARTSHORN,  Secretary, 
GEORGE  H.  PICKARD, 

School  Committee. 


The  following  Appropriations  are  recommended  by  the 
School  Committee  for  the  year  1922. 

Teachers  .  $8,900  00 

Superintendent  and  expense  .  1,020  00 

Fuel .  900  00 

Transportation  .  1,300  00 

Text  Books  and  Supplies  .  700  00 

Incidentals  .  250  00 

Tuition  .  50  00 

Janitors .  650  00 

Repairs  .  225  00 

- $13,995  00 


SCHOOL  DIRECTORY. 
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SCHOOL  CALENDAR,  1922. 
Elementary  Grades. 

Winter  Term. 

Opens  January  3,  Closes  March  17.  (11  weeks.) 

Vacation  two  weeks. 

Spring  Term. 

Opens  April  3,  Closes  June  9.  (10  weeks.) 

Summer  Vacation. 

Fall  Term. 

Opens  September  5,  Closes  December  15.  (15  weeks.) 

HIGH  SCHOOL. 

Winter  Term. 

Opens  January  3,  Closes  March  24.  (12  weeks.) 

Vacation  one  week. 

Spring  Term. 

Opens  April  3,  Closes  June  23.  (12  weeks.) 

Summer  Vacation. 

Fall  Term. 

Opens  September  5,  Closes  December  22.  (16  weeks.) 

ELEMENTARY  GRADES.— 1923. 

Spring  Term. 

Opens  January  2,  Closes  March  16.  (11  weeks.) 

HIGH  SCHOOL. 

Spring  Term. 

Opens  January  2,  Closes  March  23.  (12  weeks.) 
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LEGAL  HOLIDAYS. 

Labor  Day,  Columbus  Day,  Thanksgiving  Day,  January  1, 
February  22,  April  19  and  May  30.  There  will  be  no  session 
of  the  schools  on  the  Friday  following  Thanksgiving  Day.  When 
a  holiday  comes  on  Sunday  the  following  Monday  becomes  a 
holiday. 

The  town  cannot  have  any  “no  school”  signal.  Schools  will 
not  be  closed  on  account  of  weather  unless  it  is  practically  im¬ 
possible  or  unreasonable  for  children  to  attend.  When  parents 
feel  that  it  is  very  unwise  for  their  children  to  go  to  school,  they 
are  advised  to  keep  them  at  home.  All  other  days  children  must 
attend  school. 
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SUPERINTENDENT’S  REPORT. 


To  the  School  Committee  and  Citizens  of  Mendon 

I  herewith  submit  my  second  report  of  the  Mendon  schools. 
This  report  will  be  an  attempt  to  give  a  brief  resume  of  the 
school  work  of  the  past  year,  discussing  to  some  extent  the  gen¬ 
eral  policies,  and  to  give  some  suggestions  and  recommendations 
concerning  the  needs  of  the  schools  for  the  coming  year. 

The  routine  of  the  daily  school  work  is  so  commonly  known 
that,  though  important  as  it  is,  a  rehearsal  of  it  in  this  report  is 
not  necessary.  The  general  plan  and  program  of  work  is  about 
the  same  as  in  previous  years. 

OUR  CLASS  ROOM  SCHOOLS. 

The  most  important  phase  of  our  school  work  is  that  which 
is  but  little  known  outside,  and  usually  has  but  little  considera¬ 
tion  when  a  town  is  voting  school  appropriations.  That  largest 
and  most  important  part  of  the  school  work  is  what  is  done  daily 
in  the  school  rooms,  the  daily  grind,  and  the  spirit  and  influence 
of  their  every  day  associations. 

All  the  modern  mechanical  devices  and  standards  cannot 
measure  the  influence  of  the  daily  school  room  work.  Only  life 
and  eternity  can  reveal  its  significance  and  success. 

The  superintendent  of  schools  is  fully  convinced  that  the 
present  class  instruction  in  our  schools  is  thorough  and  effective, 
and  that  the  spirit  and  influence  is  working  for  the  lasting  good 
of  the  individual  children,  of  society,  of  the  State  and  of  the 
home.  The  schools  cannot  do  all  of  this  great  work  that  should 
be  done.  The  home  and  society  must  do  their  part.  The  home 
is  the  foundation  upon  which  the  future  of  society  and  the  nation 
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depends,  hence  the  home,  as  well  as  the  school,  is  an  important 
factor  in  education. 

The  town  is  most  fortunate  this  year  in  having  all  of  its 
schools  directed  by  very  able  teachers.  Our  good  fortune  in 
this  respect  is  due  to  a  few  special  reasons,  an  important  one  of 
which  is  that  the  school  committee  saw  the  necessity  and  very 
wisely  made  quite  substantial  increases  in  the  salaries  of  teachers. 
Our  present  salaries  are  considerably  lower  than  those  of  many 
towns  about  us,  but,  because  of  other  reasons  also  we  have  been 
able  to  secure  our  teachers.  Some  of  the  teachers  are  working 
with  us  for  from  one  hundred  to  two  hundred  dollars  less  than 
they  could  get  in  other  positions  because  they  wish  to  be  at  or 
near  home.  Others  are  with  us  for  experience.  On  account  of 
these  conditions  it  is  very  likely  that  we  cannot  retain  these 
teachers  for  another  year;  and,  considering  the  present  condi¬ 
tions,  it  will  be  very  difficult  if  not  impossible,  to  secure  as  com¬ 
petent  teachers  at  the  same  salaries. 

Considerable  attention  was  given  in  the  report  last  year  to 
a  discussion  of  teachers’  salaries.  We  felt  it  necessary  as  the 
teaching  staff  is  the  most  important  interest  of  our  school  depart¬ 
ment.  We  will  not  continue  the  discussion  this  year,  but  wish 
to  simply  say  that  the  shortage  of  competent  teachers  is  still 
acute. 


COST  OF  EDUCATION. 

We  have  often  heard  it  said  that  schools  are  expensive  and 
the  burden  of  cost  is  great.  We  can  fully  appreciate  the  feeling 
of  tax  payers  so  long  as  schools  are  supported  in  part  or  largely 
by  local  taxation,  but,  in  the  larger  sense  is  the  cost  of  our 
American  schools,  (the  best  in  the  world),  really  great?  Some 
comparisons  of  national  expenditures  are  interesting. 

An  authentic  quotation  says,  “One  week  of  the  World  War 
cost  the  United  States  a  sum  of  money  sufficient  to  build  in  each 
and  every  state  in  the  Union: 

20 — $100,000  High  Schools. 

30 — $  40,000  Grade  Schools. 
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10 — $100,000  Churches  and 

40 — $  35,000  Recreation  Centers,  play  grounds  and  Equip¬ 
ment.” 

This  nation  spends  annually  on  our  Public  School  Elemen¬ 
tary  Education  $762,259,154.  Each  year  the  nation  spends  on 
face  lotions  and  beautifying  cosmetics  $750,000,000,  and 
$834,000,000  for  sodas  and  confections.  Smokers  poured  out 
$1,151,000,000  for  tobacco  in  all  forms  during  the  year,  while 
all  and  every  department  of  education  in  the  whole  nation  ex¬ 
pends  annually  less  than  $1,000,000,000.  Which  is  more  essential 
and  gives  the  greater  lasting  benefit,  Education  or  the  above 
mentioned  luxuries? 

Good  schools  well  paid  for  is  the  best  possible  investment, 
and  the  nation’s  greatest  asset ;  but  money  invested  in  poor 
schools  is  poor  economy.  The  highest  duty  of  our  present  day 
citizens  is  the  fulfillment  of  their  obligation  to  the  coming  gen¬ 
eration. 


HIGH  SCHOOL. 

We  are  very  glad  to  highly  commend  the  work  of  our  high 
school.  It  is  being  managed  and  carried  on  in  a  harmonious 
and  effective  manner.  The  school  still  lacks  one  very  essential 
characteristic.  The  required  work  that  must  be  done  in  a  four- 
year  high  school  course  cannot  be  done  in  the  few  hours  of  the 
daily  session.  High  school  students  in  order  to  fit  for  College 
or  for  any  advanced  work  in  life,  must  give  much  time  to 
thorough  study  and  school  work  outside  of  the  school  sessions. 

Parents  and  students  should  realize  that  indifference  to 
study  must  mean  a  very  inadequate  preparation  for  the  duties  of 
life.  Pupils  who  really  study  and  give  close  attention  to  their 
school  work  will  receive  a  good  training  in  the  school;  but  the 
indifferent,  though  they  may  be  graduated,  will  be  poorly  pre¬ 
pared  for  future  opportunities.  Real  success  in  life  is  never  at¬ 
tained  without  hard  work. 

The  true  test  of  the  value  of  any  school  is  the  successful 
achievement  of  those  who  have  gone  forth  from  that  school. 
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Following  the  records  of  success  of  those  who  have  gone  forth 
from  the  school  for  the  past  twenty  years  is  interesting. 

During  the  past  fifteen  years,  the  number  of  graduates  from 
the  Mendon  High  School  has  been  eighty-six.  Of  this  number 
39  have  gone  on  in  schools  of  higher  learning,  1 1  entered  college, 
11  Normal  school  and  seventeen  Business  or  short  course  schools. 
Of  the  number  of  graduates  48  have  attained  what  may  be  con¬ 
sidered  marked  success  in  various  lines  of  life’s  activities.  From 
investigation  it  is  very  probable  that  these  would  not  have  been 
as  successful  if  they  had  not  attended  high  school.  On  the  whole 
those  who  did  well  enough  in  the  High  School  so  that  they 
could  go  on  with  higher  education,  have  achieved  much  more  than 
those  who  did  not. 

The  reader’s  attention  is  called  to  the  special  report  of  the 
principal  of  the  High  School. 

The  maintaining  of  the  Mendon  High  School  will  continue 
to  be  a  real  problem,  more  so  in  the  future  than  in  the  past,  be¬ 
cause  of  financial  conditions  and  greater  educational  demands. 

The  school  is  much  favored  in  having  its  present  staff  of 
teachers,  but  there  is  no  certainty  that  we  can  thus  be  favored  in 
the  future.  Even  if  we  pay  good  salaries,  which  we  must  do, 
strong  ambitious  teachers  prefer  to  be  connected  with  a  larger 
school  with  larger  opportunities.  A  small  enterprise  whether  it 
be  a  school,  or  a  social,  or  industrial  undertaking  has  a  hard  time 
to  exist  in  these  modern  days. 

If  the  town  continues  to  maintain  a  Senior  High  School,  we 
urge  most  strongly  that  it  strive  to  have  a  school  worth  while, 
and  be  willing  to  pay  the  cost. 

A  good  High  School,  though  it  be  small,  is  an  asset  to  any 
town,  but  a  poor  school  is  little  credit  and  expensive  at  any  cost. 

A  successful  school  depends  upon  the  help  of  pupils  and 
parents  as  well  as  teachers.  Loyalty  to  one’s  town  and  its  inter¬ 
ests  is  a  mark  of  good  citizenship.  Exaggerated  reports  and 
gossip  of  the  mistakes  of  a  school  are  much  more  injurious  than 
helpful. 

The  graduation  exercises  of  the  high  school  held  in  the 
Unitarian  church  last  June  were  especially  good  and  deserve 
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commendation.  The  program  is  given  in  another  part  of  the 
report. 

HEALTH. 

A  careful  examination  of  all  the  Center  School  children 
was  given  by  the  school  physician  and  reports  made.  Several 
parents  were  notified  of  treatment  necessary  for  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  health  of  their  children.  Training  in  “Health 
Keeping”  is  of  first  importance  in  education.  A  report  of  the 
particulars  of  the  work  of  the  school  nurse  is  given.  The  fol¬ 
low-up  work  which  the  school  nurse  can  do  at  the  homes  with  the 
parents  is  valuable.  She  can  assist  greatly  in  getting  parents  to 
receive  for  their  children  the  advantages,  offered  by  hospitals 
clinics,  etc.  For  a  large  part  of  the  year  the  children  who  could 
not  go  to  the  private  dentist,  received  help  from  the  dental 
clinic  in  Milford.  We  thank  the  Red  Cross  Society,  The  Dis¬ 
trict  Nursing  Association  and  the  private  individuals  who  have 
assisted  in  the  health  work  of  the  schools.  All  school  children 
of  the  town  have  complied  with  the  law  governing  vaccination. 

BOOKS. 

Some  new  books  have  been  purchased  during  the  past  year. 
The  schools  have  been  and  still  are  quite  destitute  of  books.  The 
schools  had  but  few  singing  books  except  some  old  ones  borrowed 
from  another  town.  Recently  one  school  has  been  provided  with 
new  singing  books.  The  others  should  have  this  advantage  soon. 

At  the  present  writing  the  schools  are  without  text  books  for 
teaching  that  important  subject  Hygiene  and  Health.  It  has 
been  a  great  loss  that  the  schools  have  been  without  these  for 
some  years.  A  vote  was  passed  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  school 
committee  to  buy  new'  Hygiene  and  Physiology  books  for  one 
school  where  most  needed.  Such  books  should  very  soon  be  pro¬ 
vided  the  other  schools. 

We  are  striving  for  the  least  expenditure  for  all  equipment 
so  thart:  all  available  funds  can  go  for  that  which  is  most  essen¬ 
tial — the  teaching  service. 
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A  larger  expenditure  will  have  to  be  made  for  books  this 
coming  year.  In  spite  of  all  our  caution  and  admonitions, 
school  books  receive  very  rough  usage,  and  many  of  the  books 
are  badly  worn,  especially  in  the  High  School. 

The  public  library  is  one  of  the  most  potent  factors  in  the 
education  of  the  general  public,  and  a  valuable  auxiliary  to  the 
schools.  The  schools  should  take  advantage  of  the  library,  but 
since  our  Mendon  library  is  not  open  any  time  during  the  school 
week,  it  is  not  as  convenient  for  the  school  pupils  to  make  use  of 
the  library  in  connection  with  their  school  work.  If  the  library 
could  be  open,  at  least  one  evening  during  the  school  week,  we 
believe  it  would  be  of  great  advantage.  We  urge  and  request  the 
trustees  to  consider  opening  the  library  on  one  other  evening  of 
the  week,  perhaps  Tuesday  evening. 

BUILDINGS. 

Only  a  few:  repairs  have  been  made  on  the  school  buildings 
during  the  past  year,  except  on  the  Albeeville  building.  A  little 
new  equipment  has  been  provided  in  the  Center  building.  An 
electric  water  pump  and  bubblers  have  been  installed.  This 
has  greatly  improved  the  conditions  for  drinking  water.  The 
new  pump  was  indispensable,  for,  the  old  hand  pump  was  com¬ 
pletely  worn  out,  and  the  bubblers  are  a  modern  necessity.  'Vy’hen 
the  pump  was  installed,  electric  lights  were  put  in  the  basement 
and  school  committee  room.  An  electric  light  in  the  hall  and  an 
outside  gong  are  much  needed. 

This  room  has  also  been  furnished  with  some  necessary 
equipment  for  a  teachers’  rest  room  and  a  health  emergency 
room.  This  was  made  possible  through  the  beneficence  of  a 
fund  left  by  Mrs.  Harriott  Darling.  A  porcelain  water  bowl  and 
water  connections  were  provided.  A  medicine  chest,  a  first  aid 
kit,  an  electric  stove,  a  plain  rattan  couch  and  a  chair  have  been 
purchased.  Some  of  these  articles  are  a  most  necessary  equip¬ 
ment  for  every  school  building,  for  use  especially  in  cases  of  In¬ 
jury  and  sickness. 

During  cold  weather  there  is  much  difficulty  in  heating  the 
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Center  building.  In  fact  it  cannot  be  properly  'heated  though  a 
large  quantity  of  coal  is  consumed.  In  its  present  condition,  we 
do  not  believe  the  building  could  be  heated  with  any  kind  of  a 
heating  apparatus. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  writer  after  careful  investigation  and 
study  that  it  is  not  the  fault  of  the  hot  air  furnaces  nor  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  them. 

The  steam  heating  plant  needs  some  repairs,  and  more 
steam  pipes  for  the  auxiliary  heating  near  the  outside  walls 
would  help. 

The  difficulty  of  heating  the  building  is  caused  by  having 
too  much  cold  out-door  air  to  heat.  The  building  sits  in  a 
very  pleasant,  but  windy  location,  and  the  building  is  so  loosely 
constructed  that  on  windy  days  cold  air  pours  in  from  many 
quarters,  especially  around  the  blackboards. 

We  believe  that  the  walls  under  the  blackboards  should  be 
plastered.  This  would  keep  out  much  cold  air.  Also  there  are 
some  air  ducts  that  should  be  closed,  and  the  loose  fittings  around 
the  windows  should  be  tightened. 

We  recommend  and  urge  that  an  appropriation  be  made  at 
the  coming  annual  meeting  so  that  these  repairs  can  be  made 
during  the  next  summer  vacation. 

The  smoke  dampers  lacking  for  a  long  time  have  been  re¬ 
cently  put  in.  These  will  help  in  heating  as  well  as  being  a  sav¬ 
ing  in  coal. 

The  entire  building  will  have  to  be  shingled  before  long. 

The  interior  of  the  whole  building  is  much  in  need  of  re¬ 
finishing  by  tinting  and  varnishing.  It  could  be  done  one  or  two 
rooms  a  year,  or,  better,  an  appropriation  be  made  to  have  it  all 
done  at  once. 

The  funds  voted  for  the  purpose  were  expended  for  the 
much  needed  repairs  of  the  Albeeville  building.  A  new  beaver 
board  ceiling,  was  put  up,  patching  of  some  wall  plastering  and 
painting  the  interior,  was  done.  Also  new  stove  pipe  was  put  up. 

The  school  room  is  still  without  any  suitable  blackboards 
and  window  shades.  These  certainly  should  be  put  in  as  soon  as 
possible.  A  new  stove  will  be  needed  before  long. 
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Minor  repairs  of  the  injuries  done  by  a  dog  to  the  interior  of 
the  East  Mendon  school  building  have  been  made.  The  interior 
of  this  school  room  is  very  dingy.  It  should  be  retinted  and 
brightened.  This  is  a  very  neat  and  convenient  building,  and 
should  be  kept  in  an  attractive  condition.  The  educational  in¬ 
fluences  of  an  attractive  building  are  much  better  than  a  dingy 
room.  There  is  also  much  difficulty  in  cold  weather  in  heating 
the  building. 

Economy  in  every  way  is  urged,  especially  in  the  use  of 
books,  supplies,  coal,  etc.  Transportation  is  ever  a  problem  and 
will  continue  to  be  more  so  as  the  difficulties  of  transportation 
increase,  and  as  the  valuable  exercise  of  walking  becomes  less 
and  less  popular. 

The  attention  of  parents  is  called  to  the  following  facts  of 
the  state  laws  governing  school  attendance. 

Every  child  from  seven  to  fourteen  years  of  age  unless  he 
is  physically  or  mentally  unfit,  and  until  he  is  sixteen  years  of 
age  unless  he  has  completed  the  sixth  grade,  shall  attend  school 
all  the  time  it  is  in  session.  Every  child  from  fourteen  to  sixteen 
years  of  age  shall  attend  school  unless  such  child  has  received 
an  employment  certificate  and  is  regularly  employed  according 
to  law  for  at  least  six  hours  a  day. 

If  a  child  fails  to  attend  school  according  to  law  for  seven 
day  sessions  or  fourteen  half  day  sessions,  the  child  shall  be  con¬ 
sidered  an  habitual  truant  and  may  be  sent  to  a  truant  school. 

If  a  parent  or  guardian  fails  to  cause  the  child  under  his 
charge  to  attend  school  according  to  law,  he  shall  be  fined  not 
over  twenty  dollars  for  each  offense. 

An  important  regulation  of  the  school  department  is  that 
no  child  can  enter  the  school  for  the  first  time  unless  such  child 
shall  become  six  years  of  age  on  or  before  January  first  of  the 
year  following  the  fall  term  when  he  wishes  to  enter  school.  (For 
entrance  to  school  this  coming  fall  term,  a  child  must  be  six 
years  of  age  on  or  before  January  1,  1923.) 

An  examination  of  the  Table  of  Statistics  will  show  the 
difference  between  the  cost  of  school  expenditures  per  pupil  for 
Mendon,  the  towns  of  in  group  III  and  the  State.  It  can  also 
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be  seen  that  the  cost  on  $1,000  valuation  is  above  the  average. 
This  is  off  set  by  the  amount  of  state  reimbursement  which  is 
twice  the  average  for  the  state. 

The  purpose  6f  the  law  which  divides  among  the  towns  The 
General  School  Fund  and  other  funds  from  the  state  treasury  is 
to  give  better  educational  advantages  to  the  children  of  towns  of 
small  valuation.  The  present  law  which  requires  towns  to  vote 
an  appropriation  to  cover  all  school  expenses  regardless  of  in¬ 
come  from  the  state  department  is  very  likely  to  give  a  wrong 
impression  of  the  actual  cost  of  schools  to  the  town.  If  a  town 
votes  an  appropriation  of  $15,000  and  $5,000  is  reimbursed  from 
the  state,  the  actual  amount  the  town  will  have  to  raise  by  taxa¬ 
tion  for  the  schools  will  be  only  $10,000. 

One  of  the  most  important  events  to  the  schools  of  Mendon 
during  the  past  year  was  the  retirement  from  active  service  of 
Miss  Mary  Dudley  after  forty  years  of  teaching  service  in  the 
town,  most  of  that  time  in  one  school  room. 

Her’s  was  a  rare  service  of  a  long  time  in  one  town.  Her 
loyal  devotion  to  her  work,  her  large  talent  and  skill  in  teaching 
and  tireless  energy  were  always  given  willingly  without  reserve. 

Miss  Dudley’s  patience  and  perseverence  and  remarkable 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  each  individual  child  is  well  known 
by  the  large  number  of  persons  who  have  been  pupils  in  her 
school,  many  of  whom  are  now  parents  with  their  children  in 
the  long  list  of  pupils  who  have  been  so  tenderly  initiated  into 
the  mysteries  of  school  life,  instructed,  guided  and  inspired  to  a 
life  of  usefulness. 

Though  Miss  Dudley  taught  all  these  years  when  teachers’ 
salaries  were  meager,  her  noble  service  is  not  without  reward. 
This  reward  comes  in  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  the  success  and 
honor  in  life’s  achievement,  and  in  the  grateful  remembrance  of 
many  pupils  whom  she  has  trained,  and  worked  with  and  hoped 
for. 

The  schools  of  Mendon  meet  with  a  great  loss  in  the  retire- 
Jment  of  Miss  Dudley,  but  her  former  pupils  and  many  friends 
wish  her  the  highest  pleasure  in  her  well  earned  vacation. 

Considered  from  all  viewpoints,  our  schools  are  doing  very 
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good  work  in  the  common  branches  taught,  and  it  is  most  wise 
and  profitable  to  have  this  continued. 

The  friendship  and  help  which  the  public  is  giving  the 
schools  is  much  appreciated.  The  attendance  of  the  people  at 
the  schools’  public  functions,  the  reception  tendered  the  teachers 
and  other  favors  shown  is  of  much  assistance  to  the  schools  in 
bringing  about  that  which  is  most  essential — a  better  understand¬ 
ing  and  relation  between  schools  and  parents  and  the  public  m 
general. 

A  better  acquaintance  of  the  daily  work  of  the  schools  by 
the  towns  people  is  needed.  Parents  are  most  welcome  to  visit 
schools  any  day,  and  are  especially  urged  to  come  on  “Parents’ 
Days.” 

During  the  year  a  few  teachers’  meetings  have  been  held 
which  have  been  devoted  to  a  discussion  of  methods  and  interests 
of  teaching. 

The  superintendent  of  schools  wishes  to  take  this  opportun¬ 
ity  to  thank  the  teachers,  school  committee  and  townspeople  for 
their  loyalty  and  kind  assistance  in  that  most  interesting,  im¬ 
portant  and  far  reaching  undertaking,  the  educating  of  the  ris¬ 
ing  generation. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

CARROLL  H.  DROWN, 


Superintendent  of  Schools. 
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REPORT  OF  HIGH  SCHOOL  PRINCIPAL 


To  Mr.  Carroll  H.  Drown,  Superintendent  of  Schools, 
Mendon,  Massachusetts. 

I  herewith  submit  my  first  annual  report  as  Principal  of 
Mendon  High  School. 

The  school  opened  September  sixth  with  an  enrollment  of 
20  which  has  since  been  increased  to  25.  The  school  is  divided 
into  classes  as  follows:  7  Seniors,  2  Juniors,  8  Sophomores  and 
8  Freshmen.  There  are  9  girls  and  16  boys  which  is  an  unusu¬ 
ally  large  proportion  of  boys. 

The  scholarship  is  not  what  we  would  like  to  have  it.  The 
students  do  not  seem  to  realize  the  importance  of  their  work  and 
the  necessity  of  outside  study.  The  High  School  with  its  one 
session  does  not  offer  sufficient  time  for  study  and  I  would  ask 
the  parents  to  cooperate  with  me  to  improve  this  condition. 

The  school  discipline  has  been  very  good  and  the  Principal 
here  wishes  to  thank  the  students  for  their  hearty  cooperation. 

The  High  School  session  starts  at  8  o’clock  and  closes  at 
12.45,  but  because  of  the  car  service  some  do  not  arrive  until  8.35 
while  others  must  be  dismissed  at  12.35.  This  is  not  a  very  sat¬ 
isfactory  condition  but  as  yet  no  other  plan  seems  advisable. 

The  High  School  offers  the  General  College  Preparatory 
course.  This  will  not  only  prepare  the  student  for  higher  train¬ 
ing  but  also  to  handle  the  problems  of  daily  life.  The  Science 
Department  is  handicapped  by  insufficient  equipment  but  by 
adding  a  little  each  year  and  caring  for  it  this  can  be  remedied. 
There  are  many  text  books  that  are  worn  out  and  should  be  re¬ 
placed. 

The  Principal  has  heard  some  rumors  about  the  closing  of 
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the  High  School.  If  any  such  action  should  be  taken  the 
Principal  would  suggest  the  following  plan. 

The  High  School  students  of  the  2nd,  3rd  and  4th  years 
could  be  sent  to  a  nearby  High  School.  There  they  would  have 
the  opportunities  offered  by  a  larger  school.  This  'would  also 
give  them  the  advantages  of  a  commercial  course. 

The  eighth  grade  could  be  combined  with  the  first  year  of  the 
High  School  and  a  strong  teacher  hired  to  teach  them  and  act  as 
Principal  of  the  school.  This  plan  would  give  greater  advantages 
to  the  grades  and  would  prepare  the  student  to  carry  on  his  work 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  students  of  a  larger  school.  This 
would  also  relieve  the  overcrowded  condition  in  the  lower  grades. 

Such  a  change  could  be  made  with  a  saving  of  money  to  the 
town  and  would  give  greater  opportunities  to  the  student.  The 
State  Supervisor  of  Schools  has  suggested  such  a  course. 

The  Principal  wishes  to  thank  the  teachers  of  the  school 
and  the  school  committee  for  their  hearty  cooperation  and  wishes 
to  extend  an  invitation  to  visit  the  school. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

AUGUST  H.  WIGREN, 

Principal  Mendon  High  School. 
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Graduation  Exercises  of  the 

MENDON  HIGH  SCHOOL 

At  the  Unitarian  Church 

Friday  Evening,  June  24,  1921 ,  at  8  O’Clock 


March 

Mrs.  Gertrude  Arey. 

Invocation 

Rev.  John  N.  Mark 
Song,  Away  to  the  Woods 

School 

Salutatory  Essay 

Phyllis  G.  Whiting 

Song,  ’Tis  Morn 

School 

Essay,  The  Need  of  a  Commercial  Course  in  High  School 
Nellie  G.  Tucker 

Essay,  Class  History,  Prophecy  and  Will 
Lillian  M.  Metcalf 

Song,  Song  of  Spring 

Girls’  Glee  Club 

Essay,  Industrial  Paralysis  of  Europe 


Aldo  A.  Sabatinelli 
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Address 

Carroll  H.  Drown,  Superintendent 

Cornet  Solo 

William  Irons 

Valedictory  Essay 

Marion  D.  Bartlett 

Presentation  of  Diplomas 

Sumner  Coleman,  Chairman  of  School  Committee 

Song,  Song  of  the  Leaves 

School 


March 

Mrs.  Gertrude  Arey 

CLASS  OF  1921. 

Marion  Delvina  Bartlett 

Lillian  May  Metcalf 

Aldo  A.  Sabatinelli 

Nellie  Geneva  Tucker 

Phyllis  G.  Whiting 

Class  President ,  Marion  D.  Bartlett. 


Class  Color— 

Class  Secretary,  Lillian  M.  Metcalf. 

-Nile  Green 

Class  Flower — Pink  Carnation 

Class  Motto — Onward  Is  Our  Aim 

Percy  A.  Robbins,  Principal 

Iva  L.  Higgins,  Ass’t.  Principal 

Carroll  H.  Drown,  Superintendent 
Music  under  direction  of  Miss  Evelyn  Raymond 
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MUSIC  SUPERVISOR’S  REPORT. 


Mr.  Carroll  H.  Drown,  Superintendent  of  Schools: — 
Dear  Sir. 

In  response  to  your  request  I  am  sending  you  a  report  of  my 
work  as  Supervisor  of  Music  in  the  Mendon  Schools. 

The  ultimate  end  of  public  school  music  is  to  create  within 
the  children  a  sincere  love  for  music  and  the  ability  to  distinguish 
between  the  good  and  the  bad. 

When  a  child  first  comes  to  school  he  has  generally  heard 
very  little  music,  and  that  not  always  the  best.  He  is  likely  not 
equipped  with  a  music  vocabulary  such  as  the  speaking  one  which 
he  has  when  he  enters  the  first  grade.  Therefore,  'we  must  pro¬ 
vide  him  with  a  vocabulary  upon  which  to  base  his  future 
knowledge  of  music. 

In  the  first  grade  the  children  are  given  quantities  of  beau¬ 
tiful  rote  songs  and  some  singing  games  to  develope  a  sense  of 
rythm.  Much  work  is  done  with  the  so-called  “tone  deaf”  or 
monotones  and  by  the  time  the  third  grade  is  reached  there 
should  be  no  monotones  left. 

In  the  second  grade  the  children  are  taught  to  read  from 
the  printed  page  the  songs  which  they  have  already  learned  and 
similar  new  songs. 

From  the  third  grade  through  the  seventh,  the  children  are 
taught  the  fundamental  principles  of  music  in  systematic  order. 
Much  attention  is  given  to  good  tone  production.  The  children 
should  know  when  they  are  singing  with  good  tones  and  when 
they  are  not. 

One  set  of  the  New  Progressive  Music  Series  has  been 
placed  in  the  intermediate  grades  and  eventually  I  hope  to  have 
a  set  of  this  very  thorough  and  logical  method  of  music  reading 
in  every  school  room. 
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Some  work  is  given  in  music  appreciation  in  every  grade. 
This  phase  of  music  study  is  a  part  of  the  every  day  lesson.  In 
addition  to  the  regular  voice  work  I  am  endeavoring  to  organize 
an  orchestra  in  the  sixth,  seventh  and  eighth  grades.  This  team 
work  will  be  invaluable  to  the  boys  and  girls. 

The  work  of  the  High  School  has  pleased  me  very  much 
since  I  have  come  to  Mendon.  Although  the  number  of  pupils 
is  so  small,  the  spirit  manifested  is  one  of  cooperation  and  in¬ 
terest. 

The  work  so  far  has  consisted  of  chorus  singing.  We  need 
a  new  piano  very  much.  The  present  one  is  in  very  bad  condi¬ 
tion  which  is  unfortunate  for  any  chorus. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  superintendent,  school  committee,  and 
teachers  for  their  hearty  cooperation  and  interest  in  my  work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

BEULAH  C.  THOMPSON, 

Supervisor  of  Music. 
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REPORT  OF  SCHOOL  NURSE. 


To  the  Superintendent  and  School  Committee: — 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  annual  report  of  School 
Nursing  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1921. 

No.  children  examined  with  Dr.  Campbell  .  75 

Result  as  follows: 

Diseased  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  .  11 

Diseased  Teeth  . 30 

Enlarged  Cervical  Glands  .  3 

Anemia  .  3 

St.  Vitus  Dance  .  1 

Defective  Vision  .  4 

No.  children  examined  by  Nurse .  141 

Corrections  up  to  date: 

Diseased  Teeth  .  20 

Defective  Vision  .  2 

No.  under  treatment: 

Enlarged  Cervical  Glands  .  3 

St.  Vitus  Dance  .  1 

Anemia  .  2 

50  home  visits  have  been  made  to  secure  the  parents’  co¬ 
operation  in  correction  of  physical  defects. 

All  schools  have  been  visited  every  week  when  possible  and 
various  means  used  to  stimulate  the  child’s  interest  to  better 
health. 

Talks  to  pupils  have  been  given  on  mouth  hygiene,  care  of 
the  teeth,  skin,  importance  of  fresh  air  and  exercise,  proper  diet, 
clothing,  etc. 

Weighing  a«d  measuring  of  the  children  has  also  been  done 
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with  the  result  that  there  are  less  children  under  weight  this 
year  as  compared  with  the  previous  one. 

Hot  lunches  are  still  being  served  at  Albeeville  with  much 
success.  I  am  in  hopes  that  in  a  short  time  we  can  have  them 
at  the  Center  School  as  there  are  so  many  children  who  have  to 
consume  a  cold  lunch. 

I  should  like  to  recommend  here,  if  it  could  possibly  be  ar¬ 
ranged,  that  physical  training  be  added  to  the  school  curriculum 
as  it  would  be  of  great  value  in  helping  to  correct  the  poor  pos¬ 
tures  so  numerous  and  apparent  among  our  school  children. 

At  this  time,  I  wish  to  thank  the  school  committee,  parents, 
teachers  and  citizens  who  have  so  liberally  helped  to  make  this 
year  a  success. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

FANNIE  S.  BUCK,  R.  N. 

School  Nurse. 
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REPORT  OF  SIGHT  AND  HEARING  TESTS. 


Number  of  pupils  enrolled  in  the  schools  .  187 

Number  of  pupils  examined  .  187 

Number  of  pupils  found  defective  in  eyesight .  7 

Number  of  pupils  found  defective  in  hearing .  2 

Number  of  parents  or  guardians  notified .  8 

Per  cent  of  pupils  examined  found  defective  .  .  .  * .  4 
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PUBLIC  SCHOOL  PRE-MEMORIAL  EXERCISES 
TOWN  HALL  1.45. 

1.  Pledge  to  the  Flag, 

Song,  America  .  School 

2.  Gettysburg  Address  .  Aldo  Sabatinelli 

3.  The  Blue  and  the  Gray . 3rd,  4th,  5th  Grades 

4.  Song,  Memorial  Day  .  First  Grade 

5.  Memory  Day .  First  Grade  Girls 

6.  My  Father’s  Unknown  Grave .  Carrie  Miller 

7.  Great  Men .  Clayton  Brown 

8.  Song,  God  Save  Our  Country’s  Flag  ....  Grammar  School 

9.  Soldier  Boys  .  1st  and  2nd  Grades 

10.  Recitation  . . .  Six  Little  Girls 

11.  You  Put  No  Flowers  on  My  Papa’s  Grave  .  .Anna  Bartlett 

11.  Song,  Cover  Them  Over  .  High  School 

13.  The  Blue  and  the  Gray  in  France . Three  Boys 

14.  My  Own  United  States . Jesse  White 

15.  Strewing  Flowers  .  Mary  Russo 

16.  Song,  Battle  Hymn  of  the  Republic .  School 

17.  Britannia  to  Columbia  .  Alba  Sabatinelli 

18.  Our  Starry  Flag .  Second  Grade  Girls 

19.  Song,  Our  Flag .  Intermediate  Room 

20.  The  One  Flag  .  Helga  Carlstrom 

21.  Little  Patriots . .  Four  Boys 

22.  How  the  Constitution  Saved  the  Nation..  Grammar  School 

23.  Address .  Major  Pond 

24.  The  Star  Spangled  Banner  . All 


SCHOOL  ENROLLMENT  BY  GRADES  JANUARY  1, 
BY  AGES  APRIL  1,  1922. 
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The  receipts  of  the  town  from  the  state  in  behalf  of  the  schools  for  the  coming  year  should  be  nearly  $5,000.00.  If  the 
town  appropriates  $15,000.00  the  actual  cost  of  schools  to  the  town  would  be  about  $10,000.00. 


ATTENDANCE  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  SCHOOL  YEAR  1920-1921. 
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TOWN  WARRANT. 


Worcester ,  ss. 

To  the  Constable  of  the  Town  of  Mendon  in  the  County  of 

Worcester,  Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you  are 
directed  to  notify  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Mendon,  quali¬ 
fied  to  vote  in  Elections  and  in  Town  Affairs,  to  meet  at  the  Town 
Hall,  in  said  Mendon,  on  Monday,  the  sixth  day  of  March,  1922, 
punctually,  at  9  o’clock,  A.  M.,  to  act  on  the  following  articles, 
viz. : 

Article  1.  To  choose  a  moderator  to  preside  at  said  meet¬ 
ing. 

Article  2.  To  bring  in  their  ballots  for  the  following  offi¬ 
cers:  A  Town  Clerk  for  1  year;  Three  Selectmen  for  1  year; 
One  Assessor  for  3  years ;  Three  Overseers  of  the  Poor  for  1  year ; 
Town  Treasurer  for  1  year;  Collector  of  Taxes  for  1  year; 
Auditor  for  1  year;  One  Constable  for  1  year;  Tree  Warden  for 
1  year;  One  Trustee  of  Taft  Public  Library  for  2  years;  One 
School  Committee  for  3  years ;  One  Park  Commissioner  for  3 
years;  also  to  bring  in  their  votes  “Yes”  or  “No”  in  answer  to  the 
question  “Shall  license  be  granted  for  the  sale  of  certain  non-in¬ 
toxicating  beverages  in  this  town?” 

Article  3.  To  hear  the  reports  of  the  several  town  officers 
and  committees,  and  act  thereon. 

Article  4.  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers  for  the  en-  * 
suing  year. 

Article  5.  To  raise  such  sums  as  are  necessary  to  pay  town 
charges  and  make  appropriations  for  the  same. 
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Article  6.  To  see  what  measures  the  town  will  adopt  to 
secure  the  speedy  collection  of  taxes. 

Article  7.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  its  treasurer 
to  hire  money,  and  to  what  amount,  to  pay  current  expenses  for 
the  financial  year  commencing  January  1,  1922,  in  anticipation  of 
revenue. 

Article  8.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  ap¬ 
propriate  any  sum  of  money  for  Memorial  Day  services,  and  ap¬ 
point  a  committee  to  expend  the  same. 

Article  9.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
any  sum  of  money  for  care  and  improvement  in  the  Old  Ceme¬ 
tery,  or  take  any  action  in  relation  to  the  same. 

Article  10.  To  see  if  the  town  will  elect  a  finance  com¬ 
mittee  or  take  any  action  in  relation  to  the  same. 

Article  11.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  ap¬ 
propriate  any  sum  of  money  for  the  improvement  and  repair  of 
highways  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  Highway  Commission  as  provided  by  Chapter  155  of  the 
General  Acts  of  1918,  or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  12.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  ap¬ 
propriate  the  sum  of  $200  to  pay  the  salary  of  a  school  nurse,  or 
take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  13.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  ap¬ 
propriate  any  sum  of  money  to  repair  the  Center  school  house, 
or  take  any  action  in  relation  to  the  same. 

Article  14.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  enter  into  a 
five  year  contract  with  the  Worcester  Suburban  Electric  Co.,  in 
regard  to  street  lights,  or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  15.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  call  Asylum 
Street,  a  bridle  path  or  that  part  from  Pleasant  Street  to  the 
house  now  occupied  by  Joseph  Blanchard,  or  take  any  action  in 
relation  thereto. 
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Article  16.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take  in  com¬ 
pliance  with  Chapter  48,  Section  17  of  the  General  Laws. 

Article  17.  To  see  what  future  action  the  town  will  take 
in  relation  to  clearing  the  roads  of  snow. 

Article  18.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  fix  the  wages 
to  be  paid  for  labor  on  highways ;  and  to  fix  the  number  of  hours 
to  constitute  a  day’s  work,  or  act  in  any  way  in  relation  to  the 
same. 

Article  19.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
any  sum  of  money  to  regrade  Park  Street  at  its  approach  to  the 
State  Highway,  or  act  in  any  way  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  20.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  buy  a  stone 
crusher;  raise  and  appropriate  any  money,  or  make  any  provis¬ 
ions  for  the  payment  of  the  same,  or  act  in  any  way  in  relation  to 
the  purchase  of  said  stone  crusher. 

Article  21.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appropriate 
any  sum  of  money  to  place  new  guard  rails  on  highways,  or  take 
any  action  in  relation  to  the  same. 

Article  22.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  install  new  street 
lights  on  Bates  Street,  South  Milford,  or  take  any  action  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  same. 

Article  23.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  ap¬ 
propriate  any  sum  of  money  to  be  expended  on  the  highways  pro¬ 
vided  the  State  and  County  will  contribute  for  the  same. 

Article  24.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  appropriate  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ($150.00)  for  the  purpose 
of  furnishing  direct  transportation  between  the  homes  of  the 
school  children  residing  on  the  Milford  Road  from  the  Hopedale 
Town  line  to  the  school,  or  take  any  action  in  relation  thereto. 

Article  25.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  sell  the  land  on 
which  the  lockup  was  previously  located,  or  take  any  action  in 
relation  to  the  same. 
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And  you  are  directed  to  serve  this  Warrant,  by  posting  up 
an  attested  copy  thereof  at  the  Post  Office  in  said  Mendon,  and 
causing  a  copy  of  the  same  to  be  published  one  time  in  one  of 
the  daily  papers,  published  in  Milford,  Mass.,  both  said  posting 
and  publication  to  be  at  least  seven  days  before  the  time  of  the 
meeting  hereby  ordered  to  be  held. 

Hereof,  fail  not,  and  make  due  return  of  this  Warrant,  with 
your  doings  thereon,  to  the  Selectmen  and  Town  Clerk,  before 
the  time  and  place  of  meeting  aforesaid. 

Given  under  our  hands  at  Mendon,  this  18th  day  of  Febru¬ 
ary,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
twenty-two. 


HERBERT  J.  GEORGE, 
FRANKLIN  E.  GOODNOW, 

P.  JOHN  HOBERG, 

Selectmen  of  Mendon. 


A  true  copy,  attest : 

ARTHUR  E.  BROWN, 

Constable  of  Mendon. 
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